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T HE fobjedt of this work is fingular, and it has
been handled after a fingular manners The
wife part of the world has been pleafed with it, the
merry part has been diverted with it, and the igno-
rant part has been tanght by it ; none bat the malici-
ous part of the world has been offinded ativ: Wko
can wonder then, that when the Devil is not pleafed,
his friends fhould be angry ?

The lirangell thing of all is, to hear Satan conrplain
that the Rory is handled profanely: But who can
think it ﬁring:, that his advocates hould be whag h=
was from the beginning ?

The auther aflicms, and has good vouchers: for it
{in the opinion of fach whofe judgment paflzs with
him for an authority), the whole tener of the work is
fo'emn, calculated to promote ferions religion, and ca-
pable of being improved io.a religions manner, Bat
be does not think, chat we are bound oever to fpeak
of the Devil but with an air of tercor, as if we wers
aiways afraid of him,

It is evident the Devil, as fabtle and as frightful as
he is, has adted the ridiculous and foolith pact; as moch
as moft of God's creatures, and daily docs fo.  Aand
be cannot believe it is any fin to expolt him for a fool+
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ilh Tevil, as he is, or thew him to the world, that he
may be lagghed at.

Thofe who think the fubje& not handled with gras
wity enough, have all the room given them in the
sworld to handleit better; and as the auther profefics
L is fir from thinking his picce perfed, they ought
uot to be angry, that he gives them leave to mend it,

e has had the fatisfaftion to pleafe fome readers,
and to fee good men approve it; and for the relt, as
my lord Rocheller fays, in another cafe,

He counts their cenfure fame,

As for a certain reverend gentleman, who is plealed
gravely to diflike the work (he hopes, rather for the
author's fike than the devil’s) ; he only fays, Let the
performance be how it will, and the author what he
will, it is apparent he has not yet preached away all
his hearers.

Itis enough for me (fays the author) that the De-
vil himielf is not pleafed with my work, and lefs with
the defign of it : let the Devil and all his fellow com-
plainers fland on ene fide, and the honel, well mean-
ing, charitable, world, who approve my wark, on the
other, and I'l] tell nofes with Satan, if he dares.
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Bejnp an introdufion to the avhels aork,

fome of my reading friends a little at firlt ; they

will makea paufe, perhaps, asthey do ata witch's
prayer, and be fome time a refolving whether they
had belt look into it or no, lefk they thoold really rails
the devil, by reading his flory.

Children and old women have tald themfelves fo ma-
ny irightful things of the devil, and huve formed i-
deas of him in their minds, in fo many horrible and
monftroos thapes, that really it were enough to fright
the devil himielf to meer himlelfin the dark, drefs’d
upin the feveral figures which imagination has formed
for him in the minds of men ; and, 25 for themielves;
I cannot think by any meins that the devil would ter-
rify them half fo much, if they were to converfe face
to face with him,

Ibnubt niot but the title of this book will amufe
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Tt mull certainly therefors be a moft ufeful nndertake-
ing, to give the true hiftery of this tyrant of the air,
this Gad of the world, this terror and swverfion of man-
kind, which we call devil ; to thew what be Jr, and
what he ir mety where he fr, and where he &1 mot;
when he is fmws, and when he ¢r mof ; forl cannot
doubt but that the devitis really and doge fide ina great
many of our hontlt weak-headed friends, when they
themizlves kmow nothing of the matter,

Nor is the work [o difficule as fome ‘may imagme.
Thedevil's hillory is not fohard torcome ar, as it {eems
to be; kis original and the ficlt rife of his family is u-
pon record ; and as for his condud, .he has adled in-
decd in the dark, as to method, in many things ; but
in general, as cunving as heis, he has been fool enough
to espole himfelf in fome of the molt confiderable tran{-
aftions of ‘his life, and has not thewn himielf a paoli-
tician at all : Our old friend Machiavel ontdid him
in many things, and 1 may in the procefs of this work
give an account of feveral of the {ons of Adam, and
fome focictics of them too, who have ontwitted the de-
vil, nay, who have ootflinn'd the devil, and that I think
may be called outfhooting him in hiz own bow,

It may perhaps be expefted of me in this hiftory, that
fince I feem inclin’d to fpeak favourable of Satan, to do
him juftice, and to write his Rory impartially, 1 (hould
take fome pains to tell you what religion he is of ; and
even this part may not be fo much a jeft, as at el
Aighe you may take it tobe; for Satan has fomething
of religion in him, 1affure you ; nor is he fuch an un.
profitable devil that way as fome may fuppofe him to
be; for thlaugh, in reverencs to my brethren, I will not
rf:lu:rn him among the elergy; a0 not fo much as a
gifted brother ; yet I cannot deny, but that he often
I!m:.'t:hu % auq if it be not profitable ro his hearers, it
3 as much their faalt, 1s it is out of his defign.

Athasindeed beenfuggefied, that he has taken orders;
nd that a certain pope, famouns for being an extraordia
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nnry favourite of his, gave him both inflitation and in-
duftion; bot asthis is not upon record, and therefore

we have noavthentic document for the probation, I

fhall not affirm it for o trath, for I wonld not flander

the devil.

It is faid alfs, and T am apt to believe it, that he
was very familiar with thac holy father Pope Silveiler
11. and fome charge him with perfonating Pope Hilde-
!}rand on an extraordinary occafion, and himfelf fitting
in the chair apoftolic, in a full congregation ; and you
may hear more of tifs hereafter: Baras I do not meet
with Pope Diabolas among the Ui, inall father pla.
tina’s-lives of the popes, fo [ am willing to leave it as
1 find i,

Bot to fpeak to the point, and a nice point it s, I
acknowlege ; namely, what relizion the devil isof; my
anfwer will indeed be general, yet not at all ambiga-
ous; for T'love to fpeak pofitively, and with vndoubted
evidence,

t. Helsa believer, And if in faying fo it hoald Fol.
low, that even the devil hasmore religion than foms
of our men of fame can at this time be charged with,
1 hope my lord »-and his grace the———gf
———, and fome of the upper clafin the red:-hot
club, will not wear the eoat, however well it may
fit to their Mhapes; or challenge the fatire, as if it
were pointed at them, becaufe it is due to them:
1n 2 word, whatever their Jordlhipsare, I can aflure

. them that the devil is no infidel.

<&, He fears God, We have fuch abundant evidence
of this in-facred hiftory, that if I were not at pre-
fent, in common with a few others, talking to an
infidel fort of gentlemen, with whom thofe remote
things called feriptures are not allowed in evidence,
I might fay it was fofficiently proved ; but I doubt
not in the procefs of this undertaking to thew, that

the devil really fears God, and that after another

‘mdnner than éver he feared Saint Franeis or Saint

A 2
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Dunftans And ifthat be proved, as I take upon me

to advance, 1 (hall leave it to judgment, who s the

Lecter chrillian, the devil who believes and trems-

hiles, or our modern gentry of whao believe

peither God nordevil,

Having thus brought the devil within the pale, 1
fhall leave him among you for the prefent; not but
that I may examine in itsorder, who has the belk
claimtohis brotherhood, the papifis or the proteftants §
and among the lacter the Lutherans or the Calviniits g
and fo defcending to all the feveral denominations of
churches, fee who has lefs of the devil in them, and
who more; and whether lefs or more, the devil has
pot & feat in every fynagogue, a pew in every church,
a place in every pulpit, and a vote inevery fvnod ; even
from the fanhedrim of the Jews, to our friends at the
Bull and Mouth, &e. from the greateft to the leaft,

It will, T.confefs, come very much within the com-
pals of this part of my difcourfe, to give an account,
or ot leall to make an cflay towardsit, of the (hare the
devil has had in the {preading religion in the world ;
and efpeciully of dividing and fubdividing opiniors in
religion ; perhaps, tocke it out, and make it reach the
farther ; and alfo to fhew how far he is or has made
hiuﬂ’d{miﬂianary of the fanious clan de propaganda
fide ; it is troe, we find him beurtily employ'd in almoft
every carner of the world ad propagandum errerem:
But Lhathmar require an hiltory by itfelf.

As to his propagating religion, it is a little hard in-
deed, at firlt fight, to charge the devil with prung;:_
ing r:hg:un. that is ta fay, if we rake it literally, and
in the grofs ; but if you take it us the Sears in[‘ﬂ.}d
take the oagh of Edelity, viz. wi .
; 2 iy, ¥iz. with an l-'llllmaﬁun. it
15 plain Satan has very often ~had a fhare in the me
tliod, if not inthe dcﬁgul of Frﬂplgntin thic cheill 3
faith: For example; 5 s

1 think 1 do no injury atall to the devil, to fay tha
he had u great hand in the old haly war, as I:i\:ﬁi 'rgE
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normtly and enthafialtically called; Rirring up the
chrillian princes and powers of Europe to run & mad-
ding after the Turks and Saracens, and make war with
thofe innocent people ahove a thoufand miles off, on-
Iy hecaufs they entered into Gued's heritage when he
had forfs'en it ; grazed upon his groond when he had
fairly tura'd Itinto a commeon, and laid itepenfor the
next comer; fpending their nations treafure, and en-
barking their kings and people (I fay) ina war above
a thoufand miles off, flling their heads with that reli-
gious madnefs, called; in thofe days, holy z=al to re-
eaver the Terta Squéfa, the [epnlchres of Chrilt and the
faints, and as they cali'd it Tafly the Holy city, thongh
truereligion (ays it was the accurfed city, and not worth
{pending one drop of blood for:

This religious bubble was certainly of Satan, who
as he erafiily drew them in, fo like 2 trie devil he left
them in the lurch when they came thers, faé'd aboue
tothe Saracens, animated the immartal Saladin againit
them, and manag’d fo dextroufly, that he left the bones
of about thirteen or fourteen hundred theufand chri-
Rians thers, as-a trophy of his infernal peliticas And
after the chriflian world had ron @ la fanta terra, ot
in Englilh, a faonc’ring abont a hundreed year, he draps
it to play another game lels foolifh, but ten tines wick.
eder than thar which went before it, namely, torning
the erufadoess of the chriftians, one agu'lnﬂ'. another ;
and, a5 Hudibras {aid in another cale,

“ Made them fight like mad or druntk,
* For dame religion; as for punk.,”

Of this you have a complete aceonnt in’ the hiflary
of'th: popesdecrees againit the connt de Thouloufe, and
the Waldenfes and Albigenfes, with the crofadossand
maflicres which lollowed upon them; wherein, o do
the.devil's politcs fome juitice, be met with all the
fueccets he conld defire 3 the zealots of that day exe-
cuted biis infernal orders molt pundtually, and planted
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religion in thofe countries in a glorious and triumphant
manner, upon the deftraftion of an infinite number of
innocent people, whof: blood has fattened the [oil for
the growth of the catholic faith, in a manner very par.
ticular, and to Satan's full fatisfadion.

I might, to complete this part of his hiftory, give
you the derail of his progreis in thefe firil fleps of his
alliances with Rome ; and add a long Jift of maffucres,
wars, and expeditions, in behalf of religion, which he
has had the honoor to have a vifible hand iny fuch as
the Parifian maflicre, the Flemith war under the duke
d'Alva, the Smithfield fires in the Marian daysin Eng-
land, and the maffacres in Ireland ; all which weuld
moft effeSinally convince us, that the devil has not been
dle in hisbufinefs ; but I may meet with thefe again
in my way; it ic encugh, while I am vpon the gene.
rals only, o mentidn them thus in a fummary way : £
fay, it is enovphto prove thar the devil has really been
83 much concerned as any body, in the methods taken
by foms people for propagating the chriltian religioa
an the world.

Sormme have raflily, and T had almoell fiid malicionf

1y, charged the devil with the great tricmphs of his
friends the Spaniards in America, and wounld place the
conquell of Mexico and Peru to the credit of his ac-
cbaat,

But I cannot join with them in thisacall: I mnft
fay, I believe the devil was innocent of that mutter;
my reafon is, becaufe Satan was pever [uch a fool as
to fpend his time, or his politics, or embark his allies,
10 conquer nations who were already his own; that
would be Satan againlt Beelzebub, a making war upon
himlelf, and at lealt doing nothing te the purpofe,

If they fhould charpe him, indeed, with deluding
Phifip I, of Spain into that prepofiercusattempt call d
the Armada (anglice, the Spanifh invaﬁuﬁj. 1 thould
indeed mare readily join with them : But whether he
did it weakly, in hope, which was indecd not likely,
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shat it Mhould fuceeed 3 or witkedly, todellroy that
greai fleet of the Spaniards, and driw them within the
reach of his-own dominians; the clements; thisbeing
a queltion- which authors dilf crescecdingly about, i
fhall leave it to decide icfelf.

But thegreat=R piece of management, which we find
the dzvil has concerned himie!f in of lite, in the mat-
ter of religion, feems to be that'el the mitlion into
Chinay and here indeed Satan has o&ed his maler-
pizee: It was, ng doubt, much for bis fervice, thae
the Chinefe thould have no inhightinte matters of rs.
ligion, 1 mean, that we eall chriftiany and theeelore,
though popery and the dewil are not ut fo mach vari-
ance as fome may inmagine, yethe did notthink it fafe
to let the generdl {yltem of chrillianity be heard of
among them in China, Hence when th: name of
the chriflian religion had but been received with [ome
feeming approbation-in the country-of Jipan, Satag
immediately, as it alarmed ac the thing, and dreading
what the confequence of it might be, arm'd the Ja-
paneie againt it wich fuch fory, that they expeiled it
At enee, :

1t was much [fer to his defigns, when, if the fory
be not a fiftion, he pot that Dutch witticifin into the
mouths of the flates commanders, when they came Lo
Japan; who, haviog more wit thaa to-own themiclves
chrillians in foch & place ss that, whes the guellion
weas put to them, anfwered negatively, That they were
not, but thatthey were of another celigion calied Hels
lapdere,

However; it {cems the diligent Jsfuits ontwitted the
devil in China, and, as 1 faid above, overthot him in
his own bowy for the million heing in danger by the
devil and the Chingle emperor's joining together, of
being wholly expeiled there too, as they had been in
Jipn, they uunumg1 fell in with the ecclefiallics of
the conntry, and joining the pricficraft of both religi-

ous topether, they Lrooght Jefus Chrift and Confucis

A4,
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1s to be fo reconcilealile, that the Chinefe and the Ro=
man idolatry appeared capable of a confederacy, of
going on hand in ha.ng together, and confequently of
heing very good friends.

th?l:ﬂs 'Era.sga malter:piece indeed; and, as th!?_ fiuyy
almoft frighted Satan outof his wits ; but he, b:mFl
ready manager, and particularly famous for ferving
himfelf of the rogueries of the prielts, fae'd about im-
mediately to the miflion, and making a wirtue of ne-
ceflity, clapt in, with all poflinle afacrity, with the
propofal® ; fothe Jefuits and he formed a hotch. poteh
of religion made up of popery and paganifm, and cal-
culated to leave the latter rather worfe than rthey found'
ity blending the faich of Chrift-and the philofophy or
morals of Confucius togerher, and formally chriftening
them by the name of religion; by which means the
politic interelt of the miffion was preferved; and yet
Satan lofl not one inch of ground with the Chinefe,
no, not by the planting the gofpel icfelf, foch as it
Wus, among them,

Nor has it been fuch difadvantage to him that this
plan or fcheme of a new-modelled religion would not
go down at Rome, and that the inquifition damn’d it
with bell, book and candle; diftance of place ferv'd
his new allies, the miffionaries, in the ftead of a pros
tedlion from the inquifition; and now-and then a rich
prefent well plac’d found them friends in the congre=
gation itfelf: and where any Nuncio with his impus
dent zeal pretended 1o take fuch a long voyage toop-
pole them, Satan took care to get him fent back e
#nfzi2a, or infpired the million to mowe him off the pre-
miles, by methods of their own; that is:to fay, being
interpreted, to murder him,

Thus the miflion has in itfzlf been traly divilith, and
the devil has interefted bimfelf in the planting the
chiriftian religion in China,

t N B. He never refes'd fertlng his hund ts an

opinisn, whick
ketbeu he it for Lis futerelt rg scknowleges 1 ;



of the D EVIL 9
The inflvence the devil has in the politics of man.
kind, is unther efpecial part of his hiltory, and would
require, if it were pofficle, 4 very exact defeription ;
but here we fhall neceffarily be obliged to inquire fo
nicely into th: arcana of circomitinces, and anlock
the cabiinets of ftate in o Ny Courts;, canvals the
councils of winillers and the condud of princes fo ful
Iy, and expole them fo much, that it may, perhaps,
makea combullion-among the great politicians sbroad -
and in doing that we may come fo near home too, that
though perfinal fafety and prudentials forbid our med-
dling with our own country, ‘we may be taken in &
double entender, and fall unpitied tor being only {u-
{pefied of tvuching truths that ars fo tender, whethes
we are puilty of no; on thefe aceonnts T wult med-
dle the lcG with that part, at leaft for the prefent.
Be it that the devil has had a fhare in fome of the
late councils of Europe, influencing them this way or
that way, to his own advantage, What is it to us?
For example, What if he has had any concern in the
late affair of Thorn? What need we put it upon-him,y’

fecing his confederates the Jefuits with the affyforial’

tribunal of Poland take it upon themfeives? 1-{hall

ltave that part to the iflue of time, I wilh it were 28

ealy to perivade the world that he had no hand in
bringing the injured proteflants to leave thejuilice due
to the eries of protellant blood, to the arbitrement of
a popith power: Who dare fay that the devil muft be
in it, if joiice thould be obtained that way ? I {hould

rather fay, the devil is in it, or elie it wonld never be-

expedled,

It occurs next to inquire from the premifes, whether
the devil bas mere influence or lefs in the affairs of
the world now, than he had in formerages s and this
will depend upon comparing, as we go ulong, his me
thods and way of workingin pall times, and the mo«
dern politics by which he a&s in our days; with ths.

A ‘
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differing reception which he has met with among the
men of {och diftant ages. p

Rut there is fo much to ingnire of about the devil,
before we ean bring his flory down to our modern
liﬂ!tSI that we muit for the Prgﬁ:nt Yot them d.l"ﬂ[‘l.llﬂd
look a lirtle back to the remote parts of this hiftory;
drawing his picture, that people may know him when
they teet him, and fee who and what he is, and what
he has been doing ever fince he got leave to adtin the
high ftation he now sppears in.

In the mean time, if | might obtain leave to prefent
an humble perition to Satan, it (hould be, that he
would according to modern ufage oblige ve sll with
writing the hiftcry of his own times ; it would, as well
as one that s gone before it, be a devilith good one ;
for as to the fincerity of the performance, the authority
of the particalars, the joftice of the charaéers, &c.
if' they were no better vonched, neo more conlillent
with themfelves, with charity, with truth, and with
tke honour of a hiflorfan, than the laft of that kind
which came abroad among us, it mult be a reproach
to the devil himftlf to be the author of it.

Were Satan to be brought under the leall oblipation
ta write troth, and that the matters of fa& which he
thould write, might be depended wpon, he is certainly
qualified b¥ his knowledge of things to be a complete
l_iﬂ'nri:.n 3 vor conld the bithop himfelf, who, by the
way, has given us already the devil of an hiftory, come
up to him ; Milton's Pandemonium, though an excel-
Jent dramatic performance, wonld appear a mere
wrifling fing fong bufinefs, beneath the dignity of Che.
¥y Chafe: the devil could give us a true uceount of
f'u the civil wars in heaven ; bow, and by whom, and
in what manner, he loft the day there, and was o lig-
€d to quit the fickd + the Baion of bis refufing to ac-
]mtlwlcﬂgd and fubmit to the Mcah, upon his bein
declared genecalifling af the heave =i

B L] cavenly forces, which

Satan expefled himielf, s the cldcli elficer; and Lis
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not eing able to brook another to B4 put in over his
head ; I fay, that Gz [pun thougie of Mr. Milton
wnu]d appaan to be fraiped too far; pad only fecve to
convilice us that he (Milton) knew nothing of the
matcer, Sutan krowsvery well, that the Melih was

not declared to bethe fon of God with power, till by

and after the relurce@ion from the dead ; and thatall
power was then given him in heaven and earch, and

nat beforey (o thut Satan's rebellion malt derive from -

other caufes; and npon other vecafions, ac he himfelf

can dosbtlels give s accoent, if he thinks fir, and ©

of which we fhisll {fpeak turther in this work.
What a fine hitory mighe this old gentleman write,
of the antediluvidn world, and of all the weighty af;

fairs, as well of ﬁ:t: as of religion, which happened

during the fifteen huadred years of the patriarchal -

adminiltration !
Whae, like bim, could: give a full and complete ac-

eount of the deluge; whether it was a mere vindiftive, .

a-blaft from heaven, wrought by a fupernutoral power
in the way of miracle ! or whether, sccording to Mr,
Bauract's theory, it was a confeguencs {ollowing ans
tecedent caufes by the mere nescility of natere; feen
in conlbitarion, natural pofition, and usavoidable
working of things, as by the theory, pablified by that
Yearned enthutiadt, it feems. to bed

Satan could eafity accoumt: for all the &iffculties of
the theory, and tell ps whether. M'ﬁu was a patural

neceility of the: deluge, there is oot the like nescflivy-

and natural tendency to a conflagrationat laft.
Waonld the devil exert himfelt as an hiltorin, for our

improvement aad diverfion, how glorieus an-account

could he give us of Noah's voyage cound the world,

in the famousark ] He conld refolve all the diffizultics -

about the building ir, the furnilhing i, and the laying
up provifion in it for all the colle@ion of kinds that be

had made'; he conld tell us whether all the crestnres -

cems volusteer to Bim to go into the ark, or wirethar:
Ak
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he went & hunting for feveral years before, in orderitoc
bring them together.

He could give us a true relation how he wheedled
the people of the next world into the abfurd ridiculous
undertaking of building a Babel; how far that flu-
pendous (tair cafe, which was in imagination to reach
up to heaven, was carried, before it was interrupted,
and the builders confounded ; how their {peech was
altered, haw many tongoes it was divided imto, oF
whetfier they weredividedarall; and how many fubdi-
vifions or diale&s have been fince that, by which mesns
very few of God's creatures, except the brutes, under=
fiand one another, or care one farthing whether they
do or no.

In all thefe things Satan, who, no doubt, would
make a very good chronologift, could fettle every e
pocha, corred every kalendar, and bring all our ac»
counts of time to a general agrecment; us well the
Grecian Olympiads, the Turkifh Heghira, the Chinefe
F&iious account of the world®s duration, asour blind
Juliza and Gregorian accounts, which have put the
v orld, to this day, into fuch confufion, that weneither
agrez in vur boly days or working days, falls or fealbe,
nor keep the fame Sabbaths in any part of the {ame
globe.

This great antifuary could bring us to a certainty
in all the difficulties of ancient ftory, and tell vs whe-
ther the tale of the fiege of Troy, and the rape of Hel-
en, wasa fable of Homer, or an hiftory; whether the
fidtions of the poets are formed from their own braio, or
founded in fafts; and whether letters were invented
by Cadmus the Phoenician, or diftated immediately
from heaven at mount Sinai.

Nay, he could tell us how and in what manner he
wheedled Eve, deluded Adam, put Cain intoapaflion,
till he made him morder his own brother 3 and mads
Woah, who was above soo years a preacher of righin-
owinels, tarn fot in bis old ge, dilhonour all bis minis
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firy, debauch himfelF with wine, and by getting drunk,
and expofing himfelf, become the jeft and lrughing(iock
ot his children, and of all his poftericy, to this day.

And would Sacan, nccording to th: modern pradtice
of the late right reverend hiflorian, enter into the
churaflers of the great men of hisage, how thou dwe
be diverted with the juft hiltory of Adam, io paradida
and outof it § bis caarafer, and how he behaved ¢
and after his expalfion ; how Cain wandered in the
land of Nod; what the mark was which Gad fet apsn
him: wholk danghier his wile was; and how by the
city was he baile there, according toa certaia poet of
noble extradtion !

How Cain in the Tand of Ned,

When the rafcal was alone,

Like an ewl in an ivy tod,

Built a city as big as Rean: Roch.

He conld have certainly drawn Eve's piare, told
us every feature in her face, and every inch in her
fhape, whether (he was a perfed beanty or no, and
whether with the fall the did grow crogked, ugly, ill
natored and a fcold 5 ‘as the learnad Valdemar fuggeiia
to be the effedis of the corfe.

Defcending to thechuradter of the patriarchs inthat
age, he might, no doubt, give us in particular the
gharadtersof Beius, worfhipped under the name of Baal;
with Satorn, and Jopiter, his foceellors; who they
were, and how they behaved; with all the Pharachs
of Egypt, the Abimelechs of Canaun, and the great
monirchs of Alyria and Babylon,

Hence alfo he is able to write the lives of all the
hernes of the world, from. Alexander of Macedon to
Lewis the X1V, and from Avgultos ta the great king
George; nor could the bilhop himielf go beyond him
fur Bsttery, any more than the devil himfzif conld go
beyonth the bithop for fallhood.

1 conld inlarge, with a particular fatisfadtion, upoa
the mmqﬂ.q: wiings which Satan, romaging his inex-
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bauflible ftorehouofe ot flander, could feedown 106 H"fh
en the charadters of good men, and load the belt prin-
ces of the world with infamy and reproach,

But we fhall never prevail with hin, 1 doubt, ta do -
mankind {0 muoch fervice, as refolving all thele diffi-
culties would bey for he basanindelilile grudge againk
us, as lie believes, and perhaps is ={fored, thar men
were at firlt. created by-his fovereign, to the intent
that after a certain llate of probation in life, fuch of-
them as{hall be approved, are appo’nted to filup thofe
vacuncies in the heavenly hoil, -which were made by
the abdication and expulfion of him (the devil) and his
anglels; fo that man is appointed to come inSatan’s
fiead; to make good the breach, and enjoy all thoft in-
effuble joys and beatitedes which Sasan,.enjoved be-
fore his fall. No wonder then, that the devil [wells
with envy and rage at manking in general, and at the
beft of them fa pacticular; may, the granting this
point is giving an uaanfwerable reafon, why the des
vil praftices with fuch vnweiried and indelatigable
application upon the bell men, if poflible, te difappoine
God almighty’s decree; and that he fhould noc find
enough among the whole race; to be proper (uhjds af
his clemency, and qualified to fucceed the devil, and
his hoft, or fill up the places vacanc by the fall, Itis
true indeed, the devil, who we huave ‘reafon to fay in
no foo', ought to know better than to fuppofe, that if
he fhould feduce the whele race of mankind, and
make them as bad as bhimicif, he could, by that fues
cefsof his wickednefs, thwartor difuppoiat the deters
mined purpoiz of heaven; but thar thofe which are
appointed to inherit the thromes, which he and bis
followers abdicated, and were depoled from, flll cers
tainly be preférved in fjiite of his devices for thar ine
heritince ; and fhall have the poffe@ion fecured 1o
them, notwithRanding all that the devil, and all the
hoft of hell, can do 1a prevent it

But, hewever he knows the certainty of this, and
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that when hie endeavours the feducing the chofen fere
vants of the Molt High, he fights againft God himlalf,
firaggles wich irrefiftible grace, snl mikes war with
infinite power 3 undermining the church of God, 2nd
that: faith in him, which is fortified with the eternal
promife of J:fus Chrill, that the gates af helly that il
to [ay, the devil and all h's power, {hall not prevail
agaisftthem; Ifay, however he knows the impe fisilis
ty there is that b= {honld: obtain hisends, yet lo blind
is his rage, (o infatuate his wildom, that he cannot
refrain breaking him(elf to pieces againll this moun-
tain, and fplicting agaiolt the rock, Ques Jupitee
wult perdere, hos dementat,

But to leave this ferions pare, wihich isu little too
folemn for the asccount of this rebel; fecing we are
not to cxped -he will write his own hillory for cur in.
formation and diverfion, I thall foeif I cannot write bg
for him: in order tosthis, I (hall extrad the fubltance
of his whele fory, from the beginning o our own
times, which I fhall colled out of what is came to
haud, whether by revetation or inlpiration, that s no-
thing to him: I (hall rake care fo to improve my ins
telligence, as may make my account of bimasthantie,
and, in a word, fuch asthe devil himielf {hali nor be
able to eontradidl,

In writing this specoth fory, 1 fhall be fre:d from
the cenfure of the critics, in a more than urdinary
manner, upon ope account efpecially; . viz. thar my
flory [hall be fojull, and fo well grounded, and, aftar
all the good things I (hall fay of Sawan, will be fo
little to his fatisfulion, thar the devil him{el will nat
be able to fay, I dealt with the devilin writing irs
1 might, pechaps, give you fome account whers T had
my intelligence, and how all the arcana of his mas
nagement have come to my hands; bur pardon me,
gentlemen; this would be to heteay converfation, and
to difcover my agents; and you know Ratelmen are
arery careful to preferve the correfpondences they keep
in the énemy’s couniry, let they expole their fricnds
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to the refentment of the power whole coinfels thep
h::f{a:s, the learmed tell us; that minifters “flﬂf“'
make an excellent plea of-their ﬁ”ll:b“f“?ing their in-
telligence, againfl all party inquiries into the greas
fums of money pretended to bz paid for i:':r:rct fervice:
and whether the {eeret fervice was to bribe people 1o
betray things abread, or at home ; whether the mo-
ney wis paid to fomebody, or to nobody; employed
to eltablith correlpondences abroad, or to eftablifh fa-
milies, and amals trealure; at home; ina word, whe:
ther it was to ferve ther country, or ferve themielves;
it has been the fame thing, and the Gume pled has been
their protedtion ; likewile in the important affair which
Y'am opon, it is-hoped you will not defire me o bes
tray my-correipondents ; for you know Satan is natus
rally erpel and malicioas, and who knows what he
might do, to fhew his relentment ' at lealt it might
endanger a [op of our intelligence for the future,
And yet, before I have done, 1 thall make it very
plain, that however my information may be fecretand
difficulr, that yet I came very honefily by it, and (hall
make a very good ufe of it; for it is a great miitake
in thofe who think that sn nequaintance with the af:
fairs of the devil may not be made very uleful to usalls
they that know no evil can know no good: and, asthe
learned tell uws, that a ffon= taken cut of the head of
a toad is a guud antidote Egninl]: p-ui.fun'; foa com| e
teat knowledge of the devil, and all his ways, may be
the beft help to make us defy the devil, and all Lis
works,

CHA PR I
Of the avsrd devil, ar it ir a proper name to the drvil,
and any or all bis boff, angels, &¢,
T isa queftion, not yet determined by thelea
I whether the word devil be 2 fimgular, thatr?:i
fay, the name of a perfon fanding by Bimflf, or
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noun of moliitude : It it be a fingular, a0d fo mof be
ufed perfonally only as-a proper name, iteonfequently
implies one imperial devil, monarch or king of the
whole clan of hell ; jultly difinguifhed by the term
the devil, ar, as the Scots call him, the mockle horn'd
deel, or, =5 others in a wilder diale®, the devil of
hell, thatis ta fay, the devil of a devil ; or {better (kill)
as the feripture expreff's it, by way of emphafis, tha
great red dragon, the devil, and Siran,

But if we take this word te be, ns atiove, a noon
sfmultitude, and fo to Ye aled ambo: dexter, a5 occafi-
on prefents, fingular or plural; then the devil figni~
fies Satan by himielf, or Satan with all his legions at his
heels, as you pleafe, more or lels ; and this way ofun-<
derlianding the word, as it may be very convenient
for my purpole, in the account 1 am now to give of
the infernal powers, {o it jsnot altogether improper iy
the nature of the thing : It is thus exprefied in ferip-
ture, where the perlon poffefled, Markv, g, is firk faid
to be pollefled of the devil (fingular) 5 and our Savionr
afks him, as fpeaking to a fingle perfon, What is thy
name ! and is anfwered in the plural and fingularto.
gether, My name iz Legion, for we are many,

Nor will it be any wrong to the devil, fuppofing:
him a fingle perfen, fecingintitling him to the condudt
of all his inferior agents, is what he will take rather
far an addition to his infernal glory, than & diminuati~
on or leflining of him, in the extent of is fame,

Having thns articled with the devil for liberty of
fpeech, T fhall talk of bim: fometimes in the finpulyr,
as a perfon, and fometimes in the plural, g5 an haft of
devily, or of inferoal fpirits, Jutt a5 vecafion requires,
and as the hiftory of his atfairs makes neczliry,

But before 1 agtep upom any pore of his hiftory, the
mature of the thing calls me back, and mylord B
of— in his late famous orations in defence of liber-
&, fiynmoss me to prove that there is fuch 4. thing o
fuch & perfo us the devil; anid, in thort, valels 1 cag
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give fome evidence of his exiftence, as my lorde——
fiid very well, I am talking of nobody.

D——n me, Sir, fays-a gracelels comrade of histo
a great man, your grace will go to the devil,

D——n ye, Sir, fays the D——, then 1'fhatl go no=
where; I wender where you intend to go?

Niy, to the.d—I too, I doubt, fays gracelefs ; foe
I am almoft as wicked as my lord duke.

D. Thou art a filly empty dog, fays the D—13}
and if there is fuch a place as an hell, though 1 be-
lieve nothing of it, itis a place for fools, fuch asthos
Ert.

G, I wonder then, what beaven the great wipt go
to, fach as my Lord Dukey I donot case to gofhere,
Jet it be where it will; they are a tirelome kind of
people, there is no bearing them, they'll make an hell
where -ever they come,

D. Pr'ythee hold thy fool's tongne, 1 tell thee; if
thereis any duch plice a8 we call wo audere, that's all
the heaven or bell that I know of, or believe any
thing: about.

Gr, Very good, mylord ;—— fo that -heaven isnos
where, and bell is no-where, and the devll is nobody,
accovding to.my Lord Dake,

D, Yes, Sir; and what then ¥

Gr. And you are to go no-where when yon die,
are you ! ;

D. Yes, you dogz, do net you know what that in-
comparable noble geniusmy lord Rochelter fings up--
on the {ubjet 2 I belisve it unfeignedly, Sings.

After death pothing is,
- And nothing death,

Gr. Yoo believe it, my lord! You mear, you
wouald f.ll?.'l. believe i, if you could ¢ but fince you put
that BrEat genivs my lord Rochefler upon me, let me
play him back upon your grace ; T am fure you have
read his ine poem upon nothing, in one of the (kanzas
of which is this beautiful thoughs,
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And to be part of ¥ thee
The wicked wikly pray.
D, You are 2 foolifh dog.
&'r. And my Lord Duke is a wife infidel,
D, Why? Is it not wiler to belizve no devil, than
to be always tecrified at him ?

Gr. But (hall 1 tofs another post upon you, my
Jord ?

17 1t fhonld fo full out, as who can tell

Bort there may be a God, an heaven and hell ?

Mankind bad belt confider well, for fear

T" [hould be too late when their miltakes appear,

D.D-n your foolifh poet, that'snotmylord Rochefier,

Gr. Bot how wult I be damn'd, if there is no dewil 2
¥s not your grace a little inconfiltent there 2 My lord
Rocheller would not bave faid that, and't pleaie your
Erice,

43, No, you dog, | am not ingonfiflent atall; and i1
had the ordering of you, I'd make you fenfitle of it;
I'd make you thifrs yourfelfdamn'd for want of adevil,

rr. Thatis like one of your grace's paradozes, fuch
28 when you fwore by God that yon did nor belisye
there was any fuch thing as & God, or devil ; fo you
fwear by nothing, and damn me to no- where.

£, Yuuarea eritical dog s who tanghtyon 1o believe
theiclolemn triflss ! who tanght you tofaythersisaGod 2

Cir, Nay, 1 had a better fchoolwaller than my Lord.
Duke,

L. Why, who was your fehoolmafsr, pray &

Gr. The devil, and't pleale your grace,

L), The devil! the devil he did!? What you're go-
ing to quots ferdptare, are you ? Prychee don's rell
me of leriptore : ) know what you means, the devils
believe and tremble 3 why then I have the whiphand
of the dévil, for | hute trembling s and Lam delivers
ed fiom it effedually, for I never believed any thiag of.
if, anid therefore I don't tremitlz,

* Dleaar of cothing,
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€r. And there indeed, T am a wickeder crestare
than the devil, or even than my Lord Duke; for Tbe-
lieve, and yet don't tremble neither.

D. Nay, if you are come to your penitentials, T have
dore with you.

Gr. And 1 think I muft have done with my Lord
Puoke, for the {zame reafon.

D, Ay, ay, pray do; U'll go and enjoy ayfell; I
won't throw away the pleafure of my lifes I know
the confecuence of it.

Gr. And P'll go and reform myleld, elfe | know
the confequence too.

This thort dialogae happened between two men of
quality, and both men of wit too: And the efel
was, that the lard brovght the reality of the devil
into the queflion, and the debate brought the profli-
gate to be a penitent: fo, in fhore, the devil was
made a preacher of repentance.

Thetrathis, God and the devil, howeveroppofite in
their nature, and remote from one andther in their place
ot abiding, feem to fand pretty moch uponalevel in
our faith: for as to our believing the reality of their
exiftence. he thit denics one; genecrally denies both;
and hé that belicves one, neceflarily believes both,

Very few, if any of thofe who believe thereisa God,
and acknowlege the debe of bomage which mankind
owes to the fupreme governor of the world, doube the
exiftence of the devil, except here and there one, whom
we call pradtical atheifts; and it is the charafter of
an atheilt, if there is fuch a creature on carth, that
lke my Lord Duke, he believes neither God or devil,

As the belicf of both thefe flands upon a level, and
that {iod and the devil feem o have un equal tharein
our fai b. fl.'l lhﬂ ﬂ'l“ﬁ_!ﬂ.__ﬂtc ﬂf their ;:‘H’Ignpe {eems to
fland upon i level tao, in many things; and as they
are knowan by their works in the fume particular eales,

{o _th:g are difco o 7
monfiration, icovered: after the fame manner of dg
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Nay, in fome refpedts, it is equally criminal to deny
the realicy of them both ; oaly with this difference,
that 1o believe the exiftence of a God is a debit to na-
tore, and to believe the exiftence of the devil is a like
det to reafon: One is a demonftration from the rege
lity of vifible caules, and the other a deduftion from
the like reality of their effedts, |

One demonliration of the exiflence of God, is fram
the univerfal well guided confentof all nations to wor-
fhip and sdore a fipreme power: One demonfiration
of the exiftence of the devil, is from the avowed il guid.
ed confent, of {ume nations, who, knowing no other
God, make a God of the devil for want of a berter,

It may be true thole nations have no other ideas of
the devil thanas of a fuperior power; if they thonght
bim a fupreme power, it would have other effedts an
them, and they wonld fubmit to and worfhip him with
a different kind of fear,

But it is plain they bave right netions of him as
devil, or evil fpirit ; becanle the belt reafon, and in forne
Places the only reafon they give for werlhipping him
is, that he may do them no hort ; haviog no notions at
all of bis having any power, much lefs any inclination,
to do them good 5 fo that indesd they make & mere de-
wil of him, at the fame time that they bow to him as
Gud,

All the 2ges of paganifin in the world have had this
notion of the devil; Indeed in fome parts of the world
they had alfo fome deities that they honoured abave
kim, as being foppoled to be beneficent, kind and in-
clined, as well 36 capable, to give them gond things ;
for this reafon the more polite heathens, fuch as the
Grecians and Romans, had their Lares, or houlbold
Gods, whom they paid a particular refpe& to; as be-
ing their proteftors from hobgoblins, ghofls of the
dead, evil fpirits, frightlu) appearances, evil genius's,
and other nosions beings from the invifible world ; or,
19 putitinto the language of the day we live in, from



-1 ] TI‘IEHISTGRY

e devil, in whatever fhape or appearince he might
come to them, and from whatever might hurt them s
and what was all this but fetting op devils againit
devils, fupplicating one devil under the notlon af a
good fpirit, to drive out and proteét them from ano
ther, whom they ¢alled a bad fpirit, the white devil a-
Eﬂ‘i“ﬂ the black devwil ? :

T his proceeds from the natural notions mankind ne-
cellarily entertain of things to come : Superior or ins
ferior, God and the devil fill op all futurity in our
thoughts; and it is impollible for us to form any i-
mage in ovr minds of an fmmortality, and invifible
world, but ander the notions of perfedt felicity or ex-
treme milery.

Now as thele two relped the eternal ftate of man af-
ter life, they are refpefively the objedt of our reverence
and affi &ion, or of our horror and averfion ; but not-
withflanding chey are placed thus in a diametrical op
pofition in our affe@ions and piflions, they are on an
evident level as to the certainty of their exiltence, and,
as 1 faid ahove, bear an equal Thare in our faith.

It being then as ceitain that there is a devil, us that
there is 8 God, Tmult from this time forward admit oo
more donbt of his exiltence, nor take any moare paing
to convince you of it; but fpeaking of him as a reali-
ty in being, proceed to inquoire who he is,  and from
whenee, in order to enter dire&ly into the detail of his
hiftory.,

Now not to enter into all the metaphyfical trumpes
ry of his fchools ; nor wholly to confine myfelf 1o the
lru}guge of the pulpit; where we are told, that w0
think of God, and of the devil, we mul endeavour ik
to !"urm ideas of thofe things which illufitate the de-
feription of rewards and punithments; in the one the
eternal prefence af the highelt good, and, as a necel=
fary ’-f“ﬂdlﬂl- the molt perfedt, confummate, dura-
ble b]l'l:ﬁ nl:l.:-'l 'ftiii:ily. fpr]nging from the prelznce of
that being in whom all poffible beaticude is inexprels
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{ibly prefent, and that in the higheRt perfedtion; on
the cantrary, to conceive of a fublime falleg archans
gel attended with an innumerabls hoft of degenerate,
rebel feraphs, or 2ngels, caft out of heaven together ;
all guiley of inexpredlible rebellion, and al] fuffering
from that time, and to fuffer for ever, eternal venges
ance of the almighty, in an inconceivable manner 3
that bis prefence, the' bleff-d in itfelf, is to them the
mofl compleat article of terrer ; that they are in them.
felves perfedtly miferable; and to be with whom far
ever, adds aninexpreflible mifery to any fate as well
as place; and fills the minds of thofe who are to be,
or expedt to be, banithed o them, with inconceivable
horror and amazement,

But when you have gone aver-all this, and a great
deal more of the like, tho' lefs intellgible language,
which the paflions of men colled to amuiz one ang.
ther with; you bave faid nothing, if you omit the
main articls, namely, the perifonality of the dewil §
and till yoo-add toall the rell fome defeription of the
company with whom all this is to be fuffered, wia,
the devil and his angels.

Now who this devil and his angels are, what Thara
they have either adtively or pailively in the eternal mie
feries of a future fate, how far they are agents in, ot
partners with, the fufferings of the place, is a dificul-
ty yet not fully difcovered by the molt learned ; nae
do I believe ivis made lefs a difficulty by theic med.
diing wich it,

But to come to the perfon and original of the devil,
or, 45 fiid before, of devils ; T allow him to come of
an antient family, for he is from heaven; and, more
troly than the Romans could fay of their idetised Nu-
ma, he is of the race of the gods.

That Satan is a fallen angel, a rebel feraph, calt cut
for his rebellion, is the general opinion, and it is not my
balinefs to difpute things univerfilly received; a3 ha
was tried, condemuned, and the fentence of expulfion
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exeonted 6n him, in heaven, he is in‘this world like a
tranfported felon neverto return ; his crime, whatever
particolar agyravations it might have, it is certam, a-
mounted to high treafon againft his lord and gover:
nor, who was alio bis maker ; againl whom he rofe
in rebeliion, took ®p arms, and in & word, raifed an
horrid and vrmatural war in his dominions; but be-
ing overcome in battle, and made prifoner, he and all
his halt, whofe numbers were infinite, all glorions an-
gels like himfelf, Jokt at_once their beauty and glory,
with their innocence, and commenced devils, being
transformmed by crimzinto monfters and frightful ob-
jets 3 fuch as to deferibe, human faney is obliged to
draw piftures and deferiptions in [uch forms as are
moll hatetul and frightfol o the imagination.

Thele notions, [ doubt not, gave birth to all the
beaureous images and fubiime expre(fins in Mr, Mil-
ton's majellic poem j where, though he has play'd the
poet in a moft fuxuriant manner, he has finned ugainft
Satan maolt egregiondl y, and done the devil a manifelt
injury in-a great many particulars, as 1 (hall fhew in
its place, Andasl fhall be obliged to doSatan joltice
when 1 come ta that part of his hiftory, Mr. Miltoa's
admirers mult pardon me, if I let them fee, that the'
I admire Mr. Milton as a post, yet that he was great-
ly out in matters of hiftory, and efpecially the i fory
of the devil; in fhort, that he has charged Satan filily
in feveral particulars; and fo he has Adam and Jve
too: But that I (hall lcave till | come to the hifory
of the royal family of Eden ; which T refolve to pre-
fent you with when the devil and I have done with
one apother,

But not to run down Mr. Milton neither, whaofs
poetry, or his judgment, cannot be reproached withs
©uL myury to our own; all thofe brighe ideas of his,
which make his poem fo jultly valued, whether they
are capable nf_prmfu to the fa&, are, notwithftand-
188, confirmations of my hypothefis; and are taken
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from a fuppufition of the perfonality of the devil, pla-
cing him at the head of the infernal holt, as 2 fove.
reign elevated fpirit, and monarch of bell; and as fuch
it is that 1 undertake to write his hiftory.

By the word hell 1 do not fuppole, or at leaft nat
determing, that bis refidence, or that of the whols ap-
my of devils, isyet in the fame Theal f2f), to which the
divines tell ug he (hall be at 1alt ehained down s or at
lealt that he is yer confined to it for we Mhall find he
is-at prefent = prifoner at farge ; of both which cir-
cumitances of Satan, I fhall take occafion to (peak in
its courfe,

But when T call the devil the monarch of hell, T
am to Le underfiood as fuits tothe prefeat purpofe 5
that he is the fivercign of all the race of hell, that s
to fay, of all the devils or [pirits of the infernal clan, ler

, their nnmbers, quality and powers; be what they will,

Upon this fuppoled perfonality and fuperiority of Sa«
tan, ary as [ cail ity the fovereignty and government
of one devil above all th:refl 5 1 fay, upon this notion
are formed all the {yltems of the dark ide of futarity,
that we can form in our minds: and {o general is
the opinien of it, that it will hardly bear 1o be nppol™
ed by any other argument, at Jeall that will bear ta ba
reatined upon: All the notions of a party of devils, or
making a commonwealth among the black divan, feem
to be eathufaflic and vifionary ; but with no confil-
tency or eertainty 3 and is fo generally exploded, that
we malt oot venture {o much as to debate the poine,

Taking itthen, as the generality of mankind do,
that there is 2 prand dewil, a lapérior of the whaole
black racey that they all fell, topether with theie
general, Satan, at the head of them ; that though he,
Satan, conld not maintain his high Ration in heaven,
yet that he did contipne his dignity among the reft;
who are called his fervcntd, in feriptare, hig angels;
that he has 2 kind of dominion or authority over the
reit; and that they were all, how many millions foever

B
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in number, at his command; employed by him ia
all his hellith defigns, and in all his wicked contri.
vances for the dellru&ion of man, and for the fetting
up his own kingdom in the world ; }

Soppofing then that there is fuch a fuperior mafter
devil over all the reit, it remains that we inguirein-
to his charaéler, and fomething of his hiftory; in
which, though we cannot perhaps produce fuch au-
tlientic documents 28 in the llory of other great mo-
narchs, tyrznts, and furies of the world; yet 1 fhall
endeavour to [prak fome things which the expsricnce
of mankind may be apt ‘to confirm, and which the
devil himfelf will hardly be able to contradiét.

It being then granted, that there is fich a thing or
perfon, call bim which ‘we will, as a mafter devil ;
that he is thes fuperior to all the reft in power and in
authority ; and thatall the other evil fpirits ace his
angels, minilters, or officers, to execute his commands,
and are emplayed in his bulinefs; itremains to inquire,
whence he came ? How he got hither, into this world?
What that bufinefs is which he is employed about ?
What his prefent ltate is, and where, and to what part
of the creation of God, be is limited and reflrained ?
What the liberties are he takes, oris allowed to take?
In what manner he works, and how his infruments
are likewile allowed to work? © What he has done e-
ver fince he commenced devil, what he is now doing,
and what he may yet do before his lalt and clofer
coufinement 7 as allo, what he cannot da, and how
far we may or may not be faid to be expofed to him,
or have or have not reafin to be afraid of him ? Thefk,
aod whatever elfz occurs in the hiftory and condu®
af this arch devil and his agents, that may be ufeful
for information, caution, or diverlion, you may expedt
in the procefs of this work,

1 know it has been quellioned by fome, with more
face than fear, how it confifls with 2 complete vidtory
of the devil, which they fiy was at firft obtuined by
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the heavenly powers over Satan and hic spoltare army
in heaven, that when he was caft out of his holy place;
and dafhed down into the abyls of eternal darknefs,
as inta @ place of penifhment, & condemn'd hold, or
place efconfinement, to be relerved there to the judg-
ment of the great day 3 1 Ly, how it confifts wich
that intire viflory, to let him loofc again, and give
bim liberiy, like a thief that has broken prifon, to
rapge about God's creation, and there to continue his
rebeliion, commit new ravages and adts of hoflilicy a-
geinft God, make new efforts at dethroning the Al.
mighty Creator ; and in particular ta fill vpon the
weakelt of his creatures, man? How Satan being fo
intirely vangoilked, he fhoold be permitted to recover
any of his wcked powers, and find roomto do mifchief
to mankind ?

Nay, they go farther, and fuggelt bold things againft
the wifdom of heaven, in expofing mankind, weak in
comparifon of the immenlz extznt of the davil’s power,
to o manifelt an overthrow, to fo unequal a fght, in
which he iz fore, ifalone in the confli&, to be worlted 5
toleave him fuch a dreadful enemy to engage with,
and fo il furnifhed with weapons to afli't him.

Thele obj:&ions I hall give as good an anlwer to,
as the cafe wi'l admic of in this courle, but mult ad-
jowrn them for the prefent.

That the devil is not yet a clofe prifoner, we have
evidence enongh to confiray: 1 will not fuggedt, thac
lik= our Newgate thisves (te bring little devils and
great devils together) heis let out by connivance, and
has [ome little latitndes and advantages for milchief,
by that axcans ; returning at certain fealons to his con-
finement again.

This might held, were it net, that the comparifon
maf faggeit, that the power which has calt him down
coald he deluded, and the under keepers or goalers,
under whofe charges he was in cultody, could wink
at his excurfions, and the lord of the place know ne-

B2
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thing of the matter, Dut this wants farther explinas
tioft.

cH AP L

Ofthe grfgiu.;f of the devil, wbs be'be, and abat be noar
befire bir expulfion sut of beaven, and in avhat flate
Be mwar frem that time ta the ereation of man,

¢ come to a regulir inquicy into Satan®s affiirs,

it ie:necdful we fhoold go back to his original,

sis far a5 hiltory and the opinion of the learned world
will gpive us leave,

It is agrécd by all writers, as well facred as prafane,
that this creature we now call a devil, was criginally
an angel of light, a glovious feraph ;  perhaps the
chaicell of all the glorions (eraphs.  Sze how Milton
deferibes hisoriginal glary :

Satan, fo.call him now; his former name

It heard oo more in heaven: he of the ficll,

H not the firlt archanpel; great in power,

In favour and pre-eminence. lid.wv. fol. 140,
: ﬂnnd again the fame author, and upon the fame {ub-
e H

Brighter once amidit the hoit

Of angels, than that far the ftars among.

b il ral, 4

The glorious figurs which Satan is fupJ;ol"tdllt?n
muke among the thrones and do ninions in hieaven is
fuch, a5 we might fuppofe the highelt angel in that
exalted train could make; and fome think
that he was the chicf of the archangels,

Hence that notion (and not il founded); namely
that the firlt cauf= of his difgrace, and on which cnfu'*
ed his vebellion, was occafioned upon Gad®s proclaim .
ing his fon gencral imo, and with himielf fupreme
ruler u:_h:mr:n ¢ piving the dominion of all his works
of ereation, as well aleeady finilhed, as not then be-
8us, to him; which polt of henoyr (fay they) Satan

» 45 above,
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expeded to be conferred on himfelf, as nestin honour,
mujefty, and power, to God the fuprems,

T his opinion is fallowed by Mr Milton toa, asap-
peacs in the following lines, where he makes all the
angels attending a gederd] fummons, and God the fa-
ther making, the fillowing declaration to them s

¢ Hear-all ye dnpsis, progeny of light, |

* Thrones, dominations, princedoms, victnes, powers|

' Hear my deoree, which nnrevok’d {hall {tand.

* Y his day [ have begot whom | declars

© My only fon, and on this haly hill

© Him have anginted, whom ye now beheld

£t At my right handy your head T-him appoiat s

s Andby mylelf have fworn, to him (hall baw

¢ Al knessin heav'n, end thall confels him lord §

 Under his great vice gerent reign abide

* United, sz oneindividual foal,

t For ever happyt him who dilobefs,

* Me difobeys, breaks union; and that day

o Oalt out from God, and bleffad vitien, fills

ft Tato utter darknefs, deep ingulph'd. his place

*+ Ordain’d withont redemption, withoutend.”

Satan, affronted st the appsarance of a new eflznes
or being in-heaven, called the fon of Gad, fl:ll'_ﬁud. {a5e
Mr Milton{though erroneoully } declared himfeif at that
time, faying, This dy fave A Begottan biw, and that
he fhould be fet up above all the former powers of
heaven, of whom Satan (as above) was the chief,
and expedisg, if any higher poft could be granted,
it might be hisdue; 1fay, sffronted at this, he rafolved

* With all his lzgions to difladge, and lzava.

¢ Unworthipp'd, vnobey’d; the thiune fupreme,

£ Contemptovos —— Pari Lof. {ib. v foli 140,

Bus Mr Milton is grofly erroncous inaferifing thole
worls, Thir day bave I begotten thee, to thit declas
ration of the Father, belore Suitan fell, and conie-
guently to a time before the creation; whereas itis
by interpreters agreed to be underficod of the incar-

B3
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nation of the fon of God, or at lealt of the refurre&i-
on: * See Pool upon Ads xiii. 33.

Tn a word, Satan withdrew with all his followers,
malcontent and chagrin, rcfolved to difobiey this new
eommand, and not yield obedience to the fon.

But Mr, Milton agrees in that opinion, that the nun-
ber of angels which rebelled, with Satan wus infinite
and fugpells in oné place that they were the 5r=mﬁ
haif of all the angel body, or feraphic holl.

£ But Satan with his powers
£ An holk
** Innumerable as the ftars of night,
*! Or ftars of morning, dew- drops, which the fun
¢ Linpearls on ev'ry leaf, and ¢¥’sy Aower.”
ib. lib, v, fol, 14=

Be their number as it is, numberlefs millions, and
legions of millions, that is no part of my prefent in-
yuiry; Satan the leader, guide, and foperior, as he
was author of the celeftial rebellion, is (hll the great
head and mafier devil as before; under his authority
Eh:y flill a&, not cheying, but carrying on the fame
iniurredion againl God, which they beganin heaven;
making war [ill againft heaved, in the perfon of his
wnage ard creatore man ; and though vanquifhed by
the thunder of the fon of God, and calt down head-
long from heaven, they have yet reaflamed, or rather
ot loft, either the will or the power of doing evil.

‘I:"i'ui fall of the angels, with the war in heaven
which preceeded it, is finely defcribed by Ovid, in his

* Mr. Pool's wordiare thef: Some refér the wonds, thiz day have
1 hrgu'l'.t_:n thee, to the lncarnation of the fon of G|, others to the
1:furredlian; cur tranflaters Loy the frafia) the prepofirion. of which
thw.-r"r‘n I.l comprunded, and by adding again, {vizi) ralfed up Jefin
agai , Al xiii, 33 intended it to be underilood of the refurrection
and there is groond for & in the tontext . fag the refirrefionr of O it
is that which S, Paul had propounded in v, 30, of the fame chapter, i
bz theme or arpument to preach upon.

Mot that Chrift a- his refirrediion began to be the fon of Ged
et thar he was manifeled then 1o ke,
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war of the Titans againft Jupiter ; caflting monntain
vpon monntain, and hill upon hill (Pelion upon Offh,)
in order to feale the adamantine walls, and break o-
pen the gates of heavens till Jupiter fruck them with
histhondir-bolts, and overwhelmed them in the abyfs,

Fide Ovid Metam. new ctranflation, lib, 1. p. 19.

* Nor were the Gods themif:lves {zciare on high 3
* For now the giants {trove to florm the ey 2
% The lawlels brood with bold artempt invade,
# The Godsy and mountiins npon mountains laid,

* But now the bolt, enrag'd, the father took ;
*f Olympus from her deep Foundations thook s
* Her hrudure nodded ar the mighty firoke,
* And Olf's hatrer’d top o'er Pélion broke ;
** They're in their own nngoedly ruins flain.——

Then again {peaking of Jupiter, refolving in couns
cil to defiroy mankind by the deluge, and giving the
reafons of it to the heavenly holt, fays thus, fpeaking
of the demigads, nliud:ng to pood men below
“*Think you that they in l'af::y can remaing
** W hen me myfelf, who o'er immortals rmgn,
" Whe {ind the lightning, and heav'n's empire fway,
* Thelternt Lycaon pradtis’d to betray £ ib, p. 104

Since then fo much poetic liberty is taken with the
devil relating to his moft early Hate, and the time be=
fore his fall, giveme leawe to make an excurfion of che
like kind, rclating tohis hiflory immediately after the
fzll, and sll the ereation of man 3 an interval which
T think much of the devil’s Rery is to be feen iny and
which Mr. Milton has taken little notice" of ; ac lealt
it does not feem completely filled vp; after which I
fhall retoro to honel profe agaig, and purfue the dus-
ty of an hiltorian,

Satan, with hideons ruin thos foppreit,
Expell'd the feat of bleflednefs andeil,
Look'd back, and faw the high cternal mound,
Whese all his rebel hofl their outlet found,

§ Satim,
By



Reflor'd impregnables The breach made op,

And garrifons of angels rang’d a top

In front an hundred thoufand thunders roll,

And lightnings temper’d to transfiz a foul,

Terror of devils. Satan and his bolt,

Yow to themizlves as well as fation loll,

Unable to fupport the hated fight, :
Expand [eraphic wings, and fwift as light

Seck for new fafety in eternal nighe,

In the remotelt gulphs of dark they land ¢
Here vengeance gives them leave to make their fand:
Maot that to fteps and meafures they pretend,
Crouncils and frhemes their Qation 1o defend 3
But broken, difconcerted, and difmay'd,

By guilt and fright to guilc and fright betray'd;
Rape and confulion ev'ry {pirit polle5'd,

And fhame and horror fwell’d in ev'ry breafl s
Treanslorming envy their effentials burns,

And the bright-angel & Frightful devil turns,
Thus hell 'began the fire of conleious rage
Mo years can quench, no lenpth of time affwage,

Maceriul fire, with its futenfolt fame,

Compar’d with this can fcarce deferve a name F
How fhould it up to immaterials rife ?

When we're all ame, we thall all Gre defpile,

This fire outragecus, and its heat intenle,
Turns all the pain-of lofs to pain of fenfe,

The folding flames concave and inward roll,

A& upon fpirit, and penetrate the {oul +

Mot force of devils can its new pow'rs repel,
Where'er it burns it Snds or makes a bell

¥or Satan, flaming with unquench*d delire,

Forms his own hell, and kindles his own fire |
Vaiquilh’d, sor humbled, natin will broaght low;
But, as his pow’re"decline, his paflions grow

The malice, viper-like, takes vent within,

Goaws its awnbowels, and burlls in its own Ly
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Impatient of the change, he feorns ¢4 bow 3
And never impotent ig Pew’r till now ;
Ardent with hate, and with revenge dillra®,
A will to new attempts, hut none o aft
Yet all feraphic, and in jull degree,
Suited to fpirics high fenle of m fery,
Deriv d from lofs which nothing ean repiir,
And room for nothing left but mere defpair,
Here’s finith'd hell! whit Fercer fire can barn ?
Enough ton thoulind worlds o owe reurn.

Hell's bot the phrenfy of defeaced pride,
Seraphic treafon’s ftrong impetuons tids,
Where vile ambition difappointed Reft,
To itsown rage, and boundlefs hatred, curlty
The heat's fann'd up to fury, that to fime;
For fire and fury are in kind the fame ;
Thefe bYurn onquenchable in av'ry fuce,.
And the word sxdlefs conltitutss the place,

O ftate of being ! where belng’s the only grief;
And the chicf torture’s 1o be damn'd to life |
© life! the only thiog they have to hate ;
The Anilk’d torment of a futare fatey
Complete in sill the parts of endlels milery.
And worle tzn thonfand times than not to 451
Could but thedamn'd th' immortal Jaw repeal;.
And devils die, there'd be an end of hell ;
Could they that thing call'd being annihilate,.
Thrre'd be no forcows in a fuoure linte 5 ol
The wreteh, whols erimes had (hut himout oo Ligh,
Could be reveng’d on Gad himfelf, snd dics
Jub's wife was in the righe, and alwayswe 7
Might end by death all hnman mifery ; :
Might have it in.our choice, to-be.or oot to be.

By
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CHAZP 1V,

Gf the mame of the Devil, bis original, and the nas
fure of his circumflances fince be bas been called by
fEar game,

T H E feripture is the firlt writing oo earth wherews

find the devil called by his own proper diflinguifh-
ingidenoriination, devil, or thet deliroyer ; norindeed’
is thereany other authorof antiquity, or of fufficient au-
thority, which fays any thing of that kiod about him,

Here he makes his firlt appearance in the world,
and om that occalion he is called the (erpent; bot the
frrpent, however fince made tofignify the devil, when
fpoken-of in general terms, was but the devil’s repre-
fentative, or the devil ix guovir vebiculs, for that time,
elothed in a bodily fhape, adiing vnder cover, and in
difguile, or, ifyou will, the devil in mafguerade: Nay,
if we belicve Mr. Milton, the angel Gabriels {pear had
fuch a fecret powerful influence, as to make him llrip
of a Madden, and with a touch to unmatk, and Rand:
upright in his naked original thape, mere devil, with-
out any difguifes whatfoever,

Now as we go to the feriptore for much.of his bif-
tory, fo we mult gothere alfo for fome of his names;
and he has a great variety of names indeed, as his fe-
veral mifchievous doings gaide us to conceive of him.
T he truth is, all the antientnames given him, of which
the feripture is full, feem to be originals. derived from,
and adapted to, the feveral fleps he has taken, and
the feveral (hapes he has appeared in, to do mifchiel
in the world.

Here beis called the Serpent, Gen. iif, 1.

Tibe ald Serpent. Rev. xii. g.

The great red Dragon, Rev. xii. 3%

The Accufer of the Brethren, fev. xii, 1m
The Evemy, Matt, aiii 39

Saran, Jobi. Leck, iii. 1, 2.

Belial, 2 Cor. vi. 15,

¥ The meaning of the word devills deftrayer,  Ses Pool ugon Al
2k e
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Beclzebub, Mait. xii, 24,

Mamoeon, Matt, vi. 24.

The Angelof Light, 2 Cor, 2i. 14,

The Angel of the Bottomlefs Pit, Rev. ive 11,
The Prince of the power of the air, Eph. it 2,
Lucifer, Ifa xiv. 12,

HAbadden cr Apallyon, Rev, iz 11,

Legion, Mark v. 9.

The God of thismiorld, 3 Cor, iv) i
- The Foul Spirst, Mark, iz, 25.

Thbe Unclzan Spirit, Marki. 27.

The Lying Spirit, 2 Chorn, xxx,

The Tempter, Matt, du, 3.

The Sonsf the Morning, Ifa. xiv, 13;

Bat to fum them. «il.up ia vne, be is called inthe
mew teltament plain. devil 5 all his ather names are-
varied according to the-cullom of fprech, and the di-
aludts of the feveral nations, where heis (pokenof : bug:
m a word, devil is-the common name of the devil in
in all the known linguages of the earth, Nay, all
the mifchiefs he is impowered to do, are in feriprure
placed to his.account, under the particolar titls of
the devil, not of devils in-the plural number, though
they are fometimes mentioned too; but in the fingn-
Yar it is-the ideatical individual devil, in and undep
whom ail the little devils,. and all the great devils, i
fuch there be, are fuppofed to 4@ ; nay, theyare fup-
poled to be govern'd and dive&sd by him.  Thus we
are told in-feripture of the works of the devil, 1 John-
iii 8 of cafling out the devil, Mark i, 34, of refilling:
the devil, James iv. 7. of our Saviour beng tempted
af the devil; Mat, iv, 5. of Simon Magus, a child of
the devil,. Afts ziii. 10. The devil came down in.
great wrath, Rev. xii. 12, and the like. according
to this ufige infpecch we go-on to this day, and alls
the infernal things we converfe with in the warld, ars
fathersd opon the devil, as one endivided fimple 20~

fence,"yhowmany agentsfoever working ¢ every thing:
B &
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evil, frightful in appesrance, wicked in its- adtings
horrible in its manner, monitrous in irs eff-&s, is calls
ed the devil : ina word; devil 15 the common name for
ali*devilsy that is to fay, for all evil fpirits, all evil
powers, all evil works, and even all evil things: Yet
tis remarkahle the devil i5 no old tefiament word, and
we pever Aod it ufed in all thae pare of the bible but
four times, and then not once in the fingular namber,
and not once to fignify Satan as "tis now onderflood.

It is true the learned give a great many differing
interpretations of the'word dewvil; the Englifh com-
mentators tell ns, it means a deltroyér, others that it
figrifies 4 deceiver, and the Greeks derive it from a
calwmatator, or falle witnels s for we find that calam-
ny was a goddels, to whom the Athenians built altars,
snd cfféred facrifices, upon fome folemn ocealions; and
they call her AwSens, from whence cacie the mafius
line AisCorsr, which we tranflate devil,-

T hus we take the nome of devil to Gpoify not pers
fams ¢ nly, but adlions and habits; making imaginary
devils, and transforming that fubfaptial creature call-
ed devil into every thing noxious and offenfive s thus
5¢, Francis being tempted by the devil in the fhape
of a bag of money lying in the highway, the fiint hav-

_ing difcovered the fraud, whether fieing his cliven
foot hang outof the purfe, or whether he diftingnithed
him by his fmell of fulphur, or how otherwife, au-
thors are nct agreed ; but I fay, the fuint, haviog dif-
covered the chear, and ontwitted the devil, trok oo
¢ifion to preach that eminent fermon to his difoiples,
where his text wus, money is the devil,

Nor, upoa the whole, is any wrong done to the de-
vil Ly this kind of treatment; it only gives him the
fuvercignty of the whole wrmy of hell; and, making
all the numberlefs legions of the bottomlefs pit fer-
Yunts, ory 25 the feripture calls chem, angels, to Sstan
the grand devil, all their s&ions, perlormances, and
atchicvements, are jullly attributed to bim, notasthe
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prince of dévils only, bat the emperor of devils; ths
prince of all the princes of dewls,

Under this denomindtion then of devil, all the pow:
ers of hell, all the privces of the air, all the black ar-
mics of Satan, are comprehendedy wnd in fach man-
ner they are to be undsrltood in this whole work, mu-
tatis matandiz, according to the Everal c renmllances
of which we are to Ipeak of them,

This being premifed, and my suthority being fo
gond, Satan mult not take it ill, if I treathim afier che
maniner of men, and give him thale titles which he is
beft known by among us; for indeed, haviog {6 ma-
ny, 'tis mot very eafly to call him out of his name,

However, a5 1 am obliced by the daty of an hilto-
rian to decency as well as impartiality, fo T thought
it necefliry, before I ufed too mucn freedom with
Satan, to prodoce authentic documents, and bring
antiguity upon the fiage, to jultify the manner of my
writing, and let you fee Ufhall deferibe him in no co-
lours, norcall him by any naine, but what he has
been known by for many ages belors me,

And now, though, writing to the common under-
flanding of my readers, 1 am obliged o tréat Satan
very coarlly, and to ipeak of himin the common aes
ceptation, calling him plain devil, a word which in

‘this mannerly age is not fo fonorous a5 others might
be, and which by the error of the tim:s is-apt to pra-
judice ug dpainf his perfon; yet it moft be acknow-
Jeged he has a great many other names and furnames
witieh he-might be known by, of 4defs obnexious im-
port-than that of devil or dellroyer, &:.

Wr. Milton, indeed, wanting titles of honobr ta
give to the leaders of Satan’s hoft, is obliged to bor-
aow deveral of his feripture names, and beflow them
wpon his infersal heroes, whom he makes the generals
and leaders, of the armies of belly and fo he males
Beelzebub, Lucifer, Belial, Mammon, and [one others,
to be the names of particulir devils, members of 5a-
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1an's upper houfe, or Pandemonium ; whereas iﬂﬂff-‘!r
theie are all nemes proger and p:culiar to Satan him-
f=If.

Theferipture alfb has fome names of a coarfer kind,
by which the devil 5 snderltood, as particularly,
which is nored already, in the Apocalyple, heis called
the Great Rod Dragon, the Bealt, the old Serpeat, and
the like 1 But take it in the feriptore, or where you
will in hiftory facred or profane, you will find thatin
general the devil is, as I have faid above, his ordinas
£y name in all lungoages, and in all navions; the
name by which he and his works are principally dil-
tinguithed: Alfo the feripture, befides that jt olten
gives him this name, fpeaks of the works of the de
wil, of the fubtilty of the devil, of calting cut devils,
of being tempted of the devil, of being prffcfled with
a devil ; and [o many other expreffions of that kind;
as I have faid already, are made ule of for us to un-
derftand the cvil (pirit by, that, in a word, devil isthe
eommon name of all wicked {piriis: for Satan is oo
more the devil, as if he alone was fo, and all the red
were a diminutive fpecies who did not go by that
mame; bug, I fay, even in feripture, every {pivit, whe:
ther under his. dominion, or out of his deminion, =
called the devil, and is as much a real dewil, that s
to {uy, a condemned fpirit, and empleyed in the fame
wicked work, as Satan himfe!F,

His name theabeing thus afcertained; and his exifs
tence acknowleged, iv thould be a littleingaired, what
Beis. We belicve thereisfuch athing, fuch a creaturs,
a5 the devil ; and that he has been, and may fill with-
-‘propriety of fpeech, and without injuflice to his cha-
Faller, be called by hisantient name, dewil. 4

Butwho is he? What is his criginal ¢ Whenee
came be?  And whatis hisprefent flation and conditi-
on? For thefe things, and thefs inguiries, are very
M:!f+r}' ta his hifiur:,r; nor indeed can any part of
&is Billory be complete without them, :
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That he is of an astient and noble original mufl be
. acknowleged ; for he is heaven born, and of angelic
race, s has been touched ulready @ if icriprure evidence
may he of any welght in the quelian, there isno room,. -
to doubt the gencalogy of tue devil; he is not only
fpoken of a5 wn angel, but s a fallen angel, one thae
had been in heaven, ha bebeld the fice of Godin hLis
full efful sence of glory, and had furrounded che throne
ot toe Mot High's from whence, commencing rebel,
and beiog expellzd, he was caik down, dows, dowa,
God and the devil kimiell only know wherey £1in.
dzed we cannot fay that any man oo earth Knows itg
and where ever it is, he has ever [ince man's ereation
been a plapue to him, besn a tempier, a deluder, a
salomniutor, an enemy, aud the objest of man’s hore
ror and averfion,

As his original is heaven. hora, and hisrace angelic ;
fo the angzlic nature is evidencly placed.in a clafs fu-
perior to the huwan ;. and this che feriptore is exprefa -
in alfo, when, fpeaking of man, it leys, he mads him
a little lower than the angels, '

Thus the devil, as mean thoughts as you may have
of him, is of a betzer family than any of you, nay than
the beit gentleman of you all ; what he may be fillen
to, is one thing, but what he is fallen from, isanother;
and therefors L mulk tell my learned and reverend
friend ], W. LL. D. when he fpoke fo rudely of thie
devil lately, that in my cpinion he abufed his betters,

Mor is the {eripture morean help to us in the fearch
after the devil’s original, than it isin our [earch after
his natures It is.true, authors are not agreed about
his age, what time he was created, how many years
he enjoyed his flate of blefleunels before he f:ll 5 or
how muny years he continued with his whole armp
in a Rate of darknefs, and before the creation of man.
*Tis fuppoled it might be a confiderable fpice; e
that it was a part of his punifhment too, being all the
while unaflive, unemployed, haviog no bufiachs, nos



40 The HISTORY

thinz to do but gpawing hisown bowels, '._m..l rolling
in the ageny of his own felf repi anches, being an hed
to himfelf in reflefing on the glerous Rate from
whenee he was fullen.

How long he remained thus, “ris trae, we have no

“Yight into from biltory, ana bot little from traditicn:

Rabli Judah fays, the Jews were of the opision, thi
he rema red twenty thoufind years in that condition;
and that the world fhall continue twenty thoufind
more, in which he (hall find work enough to fatisly
his mifchievous defires; but he (hews no authority for
his rpiniof.

Indeed let the devil have been as idle as they think he
wis befoie, itmult be acknowieged, that now he s the
meft bufy, vigilung, snd diligent,of all God’s creatures,
and very full of employment too, fuch as it is,

Seripture indeed gives us light mtothe enmiry thers
is between the two natores, the dinbolical and the ha
man; the realon of it, and bow and by what means
the power of the devil is refirained by the M fliih; and
tothofs who are willing to trultto gofpel Hght, and be-
Yieve what the feripture fays of the devil, there may
much of his hiflory be difcovered, and therefore thol:
that it may go there for 4 foller secount of the matter,

Eut to referve all feripture evidence of theft things,
as a magazing in ftore for the ufe of thole with whom
firipture teftimony is of force, I muft for the prefent
turn to other inquiries, being now divefling my ftory
to an age, wherein to be driven to revelation and
feripmes allertions is elteemed ‘giving up the difpute;
pecple now-a-days mult have demonltration s andina
word, nothing will fatisfy the age, bat fuch evidence
as perhaps the nature of the quefiion Will not admit,

Ieis hard, indced, to bring demanfteations in fuch
a cale 25 this: ** No man hus fcen God at any time,”
fays the feripture, 1 John iv, 12, So the devil being
2 fpirit incorporeal, anangel oflight, and confeqients
Iy ot villble in his own fubfance, naturs, and form,
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it may in fome fenfe be fald, 1o wan hath feen the de-
vil at any time ; all thofe pretences of phrenfifol and
fanciful prople, who tell us, they huve feen the devil,
I fhall examine, and perhaps expole by themftlves.

It might take up a great desl of cur time here, to
inquire whether the devil has any particular [hape, or
perfonality of fubfance, which ean be vifible to uvs,
felt, heard, or underflcad, and which he cannot aleer;
and then, what fhapes or appearances the devil has at
any time taken vpon him; and whether he can
really appear in a body which might be handled and
fzen, and yet fo ds to knowit to have been the devil ac
the time of hisappearing; but this alfo T defer as not
of weight in the prefent inquiry, '

We have divers accounts 'of witches converfing with
the devil ; the devil in & real body, with all the ape
pearance of a body of # man or woman appeiring to
them; alfo of having a familiar, us they call it an'in-
cobus or little devil, which fucks their badies, rons a-
way with them into the air, and the like + Muoch of
this {5 faid, but much more than it is ealy to prove’s
and we otght to give buta jult propordon of credis
to thofe things.

as to his borrowed fhapes; and his fubrile tranf-
formings, that we have luch open teflimony of, that
there ‘is no room forany queftion about ity and when
I come to chat part, I fhall be oblig:d rather to give
an hiltory of the Lidt, than enter into any dilfirtacion
upon the nature and reafon of it.

I do not find in apy author, whom we czn eal] cre-
ditahle, that even in thole countries where the dominis
on of Sutan is moce particulatly eftablifhed, and whees
they may be faid to worlhip Bim in a miore pirtictlae
manner, as a devil ; which ©me rell os the Indians in
America did, who worllipped the devil, thar hemight
 pot hurt them ; vet, I fiy, I domnt find, that even
there the ‘devil fppeared to them in sny particulae
eonitant fitpe or perfonality peculiar to Kmnfelf,
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Scripture and hiftory therefore giving us no light .Lﬂ-
to that part of the quellion, 1 conclude, and lay it
down, not as my opnion only, but as what all ages
feem to concur in, that the devil has no particolar
body ; that heisa [pirit; and that the'he muy Proteus
like, affame the appearance of cither man or bealk,
yet it mult be fome borrowed [hape, fome affumed fi-
gure, pra hac viee; and that he has no vifible body
of his own,

I thooght it needful to difculs this asa pr:liminfry.
and that the next difcourle might go upon a certainty
in this grand point; namely, that the devil, howeser
he may for his particvlar occafions put himfelfinto a
great many fhapes, and cloath himielf, perhaps, with
what appearances he pleafes, yet that he is himitlf
flill a mere Ipirit, that he retains che feraphic nature,
is not vifible by our eyes, which are human and o
ganic, neither can he a& with the ordinary powers, or
in the ordinary manner, as todies do; and therefors,
when he has thought fit to defeend to the meannefies of
difturbing and frightening children, and old women,
by naifes and knockings, diflocating the chairs and
ftoals, breaking windows, and fuch Jike fittle ambus
latary things, which wiuld {eem to be below the dig-
nity of his charaer, and which, in particular, are
ordinarily performed by organic powers ; yeteven then
he has thousht fit not o be feen, and rather 1o make
the poor people belicve he had a real thape and body,
with hands to adt, mouth to {peak, and the like, than
Yo give proof of it in common to_the whole world, by
thewing himflf, and adhing vifibly and openly, asa
body ufaally and ordinurily does,

Mor is it any difadvantage to the devil, that his fe-
Faphic nature is not copfined ar imprifooed in a body
or. thape, fuppofe that thape ta be what monflrons
thing we would ; for this would, indeed, confine his
adings within the narrow fphere of the organ or body
80 which he was limited ; and the' you were to fugs

-
-
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pofe the body to have wings for a velocity of motion

equal to a fpirit, yet if it had not = power of invifibi-

lity too, and 4 capacity of conveying himflf, undif-
covered, into all the fecret recefles of mankind, and
the fame fecret art or capacity of infinvation, fug-
gellion, accufution, &-. by which his wicked de ligns
are now propagated, and all his other davices affifled,
by which he deludes and betrays mankind 3 Tfay, he
would be no more a devil, that is, a dellroyer, no
more a deceiver, and no more a Satan, thatis; a daa-
gerous arch-enemy to the fouls of men 5 nor would it
be any difficulty to-mankind to fhun and avoeid him,
25 1 [hall mike plain in the other part of his hiftory,

Had the davil from the begiuning becnecmbn_glied,
as he could not have been invifible to vs, wholz fools
equally feraphicare only preferited by being embodied
and encafed in flefh and blood as we are ; fo he woukd
have heen no more a devil to any body but himfelf:
the imprifooment in a body, had the powers of that
body been all that we can conceive to maks him far-
midable to us, would yet have been an hell to him :
confider him s a conquered exalperated rebel, recain-
ing all thac fury, and fwelling ambition, that hatred
of God, and envy ar bis creatares, which dwells now
in his encaged fpirit’as a devil 3 yet fuppole him to
have been condemned to organic powers, confined to
corporeal motion, and reltraiced as a body mult be
Juppofed to refirain a fpirit; it moft, ar the fame
time, fappofe him to be effesiually difabled from all
the methods he is now allowed to maks nie of, for ex-
erting his rage and enmity acamit God, any farther
than as he might {uppole it to-aff.é his Maker at fe-
cond hand, by wounding his glory through the fides.
of his weakelt creature, man.

He mull, certainly, be chus confined, becanfe body
€an only-ad upon bedy, not upen (pivit; no fpecies
being impowered to ad aue of the compals of its own,
{phere: He might have been impowered, indeed, tos
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Lave afted terrible and even deftrudtive things npen
mankind, e/peciallydf this body had any powers given
it which mankind had not, by which man wodld be
overmatch'd, and not be in-a condition of felf-defonce;
for cxzample, fuppole him to-have had wings 1o have
fown in the air; er to be involnerable; and thatno
human invention, art or engine, could hurt, enfare,
captivate, or reflrain kim.

But this is te fuppole the righteous-and wife Creator
to have made a crestvere, and not be able to defend
and preferve biim; or to' have lefe him defencelefs to
the mercy of another of his own creatures, whom he
bhad given power to deflroy him: This indeed might
have occsfion'd a gencralidolatry, and made mankind,

vas the Americans do to this day, worllip the devil,
that he might not hurt them ; but it could net have
prevented the defirodtion of ‘mankind, fuppoling the
devil to have had malice cqual to his power ; and hs
mufl put on a new nature, be compaflionate, generous,
beneficent, and Readily good, in fparing the rival ene-
my hie was able to defiroy, or he mult have ruin'd
mankind 'z ‘In fhort, he mufl have cens'd to have been
# devil, and mult have re-aflum’d his original, ange-
Yie, reavenly nature; been fill'd with the principles &f
Yove to, and delight in, the works of his Creavor, apd
Bent to propagate his glory and interelt; or he mull
“have put an ond tothe race of man, whom it would be
in his power to dellroy, und oblige his maker to create
2 new [pecies, or fortily the old with fome kind of de-
fenee, which mull be involnerable, and which his fies
ry darts could not penetrate,
 On thisoceafion fuffer me to make an excurfion from
the ufoal file of this work, and with fome folemnity
toexpreds my thouphts thus:

Hrw glorious is the wifdom and goodnels of the great
Creator of the world ! in thusrellraining thefe fern-
phic sutcafls from the power of alfuming humsn or
orginic bodies! which could they do, envigersting

B—
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them with the (upernatural powers, which, as feraphs
end angels, they now pollefs, and might exert, they
would be able even to fright mankind from the face
uf the earth, and 1o deltroy and confound God's ereae
tiom; nay, evends tiey are, were not their power 1i-
mited, they mighs deftroy the creation itfelf, reverfe
and overtarn, natare, and put che world intoa gene-
ral conflagration : Botwere thif: immortal fpirits em-
bodiad, the' they were not permitted to confound na.
ture, they would be able to harafs poor weak and de-
fencelels man oot of his wits; and render him perlet-
Iy ufelefs, either to his muker or himfelf,

But the dragon is chain'd, the devii’s power ig limis
ted 5 he husindeed a vallly extended empire, being
prince of the air, having, at leaft, the wiinle atmo-
Iphere to range in; and how far that atmolphere is
extended, is not yetalcerrain'd oy the nicelt cblervati-
cns; [ fay atlealt, becanfe we do not yet know how
far hs may beallow’d to make- cxcorfions beyond the
atmofphere of this globe into the planetary worlds,
and what power he may etercile in all the habirabla
parts of the folar {yllem ; nay, of all the other folar
{yftems, which, for aught we know, may exift in the
mighty cxtent of created fpace, and of which you may
hear farther in its order, "

But let his power be what it will there, we are fure
'tie limited here, and that in two pirticulars 3 firfd,
he is limited as above, from affuming body, or badily
fhapes, with fubfance i and fecondly, from exerting
feraphic powers, and adting with that fupernatural
force, whicl), as an angel, he wag certainl ¥ veited with
before the fall, and which we are not certain is yet
taken from him 3 or, at mall, we do not knew how
much it may ar may not be diminiil’d by his degene-
racy, and by the blow given him at his expuifion :
This we are certain, that be his power greater or lefs,
he is reflrain'd from the exercife of it in this world ;
and he, who was once equal 1o the angel who kiil'd
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180,000 men in one night, is not.able now, withont
a new commiflion, to take away the life of cne Job,
mor touch any thing he bad.

But let us confider Him then linvited and rellrainedas
he is; yet he remains a mighty, & terrible, an immor-
tal being; infinitely fuperior to man, as well in the
dignity -of his nature, as in the dreadfol powers here.
tains (til! abont bim. It istrue the brain-fick hzads
af gur enthufiaftics paiot him blacker than he is; and
as I have faid, wickedly reprefent him cloathed with
terrors thar do not really beleng to him; as if the
power of good and evil was whelly vefted in him, and
that he was placed in the throne of his maker, to dif-
tribtite both punifhnents and rewards ; In this they
aremuch wrong, terrifying and deluding fanciful peo-
ple about him, till they turn their heads, and fright
them into a belief that the devil will lec them alone,
if they do foch and fuch good things; or carry them
away with him they know not whether, i they do
not 3 asif the devil, whole proper bofinefs 15 mifchicf,
feducing and deluding mankind, and drawing themin
te be rehels like himfelf, thoold threaten to feize upon
them, carry them away, and in a word, tall upon them
to hurk them, if they did evil; and, on the contrary,
be favourable and eivil to them, if they did wcll,

Thus a poor deluded country feliow in our town,
that had liv'd a wicked, abominable, debanch’d life,
was frighted with an apparition, ‘as he call*d i, of the
devil: He fancy'd that he {poke to him, und, telling
his tale to a good honell chriltian gentleman his neigh-
bour, that had a little more fenfe than himf{elf; the
gentleman afl’d him if be was fure he really faw the
devil ! Yes, yes, Sir, Days he, I faw him very plain,
And {o they began the lollowing difcourfs :

Gent, See him! fee the devil! art thou fure of it
Thomas?

Tko, Yee, yes, 1 am fure enoogh of it mafler; tobe
[ure ‘vwas the dewil,
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frear And how do you kaow *twas the devil, Tha-
mas? Had you ever feen the devil before !

T'ho. No, o, | had never feen him before, to be fure;

bue, for all that [ know *twas the devil,

Gient. Well, if you're fure, Thomas, there’s no con-
tradifting you; pray what cloaths had he oni

Tho, Way, fic, don't j=ft with me ; he had no cloaths
on; he was cloathed with fire and brimflone,

Gemt. Wasit dark or day light when you faw him ?

Tho. O it waswvery dark, for ic was midnight.

Gent. How could you fee bim then? did you fee
by the light of the fire you fpeak of ?

Tko. No, no, he gave no kight himfelf; but 1 faw
kim, for all thar.

Gemt. But was it within doors, or out inthe Rieet ?
Tho. Tt was within, it wasinmy own ehamber, when
I was jol} go'ng into bed, that I faw him.

Cent, Well then, you had a candle, hado’t you ?

The. Yes; 1 bad a candle ; but it burnt asblue | and
as dim |

‘znt. 'Well, but if the devil was cloathed with fire
and brimRone, he mult give you fome light; there
can't be (uch a fire as you [peak of, but it muit give
a light with it.

T#hs. No, oo, he gave no light, but I fimelt his fire
and brimfRone; hz left a fmell oF it behind him, when
he was gone.

Gent, Well, fo you fay he had fire, but gave no
light; it was a devililh fire indeed 3 did it feel warm ?
was the ropm het while he was in it ?

T#a. No, no, but [ was hot enongh withount it, for
it put mz into a great fweat with the fright,

Gent, Very well, he was all in fire, you fay, bot
withoat light or heat; only, it feems, he flunk of
brimftone; pray what thape was he in ! what was he
Jike ? for you fay you fuw him,

The. 0} fir, I faw two great ftaring fancer eyes, ¢-
nosgh to fright any body out of their wits.
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Fenmt. And was that all you fow 2

The No, 1 faw his eloven Toot very pliin, *tway
a5 big as ons of ovr bullocks that goes to plough,

Gent, So you faw none of his body, but his cyesand
his feet # a fine vifion indeed |

Tho. Sir, that was encugh to fend me going,

exr, Going ! what did you ron away from him?

T ho. Mo, but I fl=d into bed at one jump, and funk
down, and puolled the bed cloachz quite over me,

Gent. And what did you do' that for ?

" Fko. To hide mylelf from fiach a frightful creaturs,

Gent, Why, if it had really been the devil, do ton
thinkthe bed cloaths would have fecured youfrom him?

Ths, Nay, I 'don'cknow; but in a fright it was all
I comld do.

Cent, Nay, "twasas wife as all the reft: bat come,
Thomas, to be a little féricns; pray did he fpeakro
you?

The. Yes, yes, Theard a voice; but who it wasthe
Lord knows,

Gent, "What kind of voice was it?  Was it Hkea
man's volce? i

“The. Wo, it wasw hoarfe ugly noife, like the croak-
ing of a frog; and it called me by my name, twice,
Thomas Dawfon, Thomas Dawfon, .

Gent. Well, did you anfiver ?

T%s. Mo, aotl,1could not hdve fpoke a word for
my life; why, T was frighted to death,

Gent. Did it fay any thing elfe ?
it The, '1'.':5, when it faw th_at 1 did not fpeak, it faid, |

Thomas Dawfon, Thonas Dawfon, you are 2 wick-

** ed wretch, yon liy with Jenny s laft night ; if

:: you don't repent, [ will take you away alive, and car-
ryyoura 11:H,=r.mf 5ou thallbe damn'd, Yoo wrztch,™

Gent, Aral was te ruz, Thomas ? did you lie with
J:l;%y Si_d.g' _;‘lm m;ﬁh: before ?

<, bodeed, ‘malter, w i .
was very forry ;ftzr'war:!s.hrl dag o taid bt
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Gent. Bot how fhould the devil know it, Thomas ?

Ths Nay, heknows it to be fure 3+ why, they fay ha
knows every thing,

Gent, Well, but why (hould be be angey at that?
He would rather Kid yoeu lie with her again, and en.
coorige you to e with forty whores, than higder
Fou: this cant be the devil, Thomas,

Tho. Yes, yes, Siv, 'twus the devil to be fore,

Gent. But be bid you repent tan, youfay ?

Tho. Yes, he threatened m= if | did not,

- Geme, Why, 1 homas, do you think the devil would
have you repent ?

Tho. Why no, that’s true ooy I don't know what
to fay to that; but what couid it be? "Twas the
d=vil to be fure, it conld be nobody eife,

Cent. No, mo, ‘twas neither ghe devil, Thomas, nor

any body elfe, bur your own {righted imaginacion ;
you had lain with that wench; and being 4 young fin-
ner of Lhat kind, your confcience terrifisd you, tall
you the devil would feteh you aws v, and you wonld 2
damn’d; and you were lo pecfuaded it would be fi,
that you ar lalt imagined be was come for you indesd
that you faw bim, and heard Kim; whereas, you may
depend upea it, if Jeany S— will et you lie with hee
cwery night, the devil will hold the candle, or do any
thing to torward it, but will never difterb you; he's
100 mucha friend to your wickedae(s 3 it conld never
be the devil, Thomas; "twas only your own guile
frighted you, and that was devil enoo gh toa; if you
koew the woril of i, you need po other enemy.

Ths, Why that's troe, mafler ; onr wonld thiat the
devil [hould not bid me repent, thut's troe § but cer-
tainly "ewaz the devil for all char,

Now Thomas was not the only man that, having eam -
mitted a fligitious crime, had been de'uded by his own
imagination, and the power of fancy, to think the de-
vil was eame for him ; whereas the d-vil, to give him
bis due, is 100 honell to pretend to fuch things; "us

C
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his bufinefs to perfuade men to off=nd, not to repest ;
and he profecfles no other: le may prefs men to this
or that aion, by telling them 'tis no fin, no uffence,
1o breach of God s law, and the like, when really 'tis
boths but to prefs them to repent, when they h“‘
offended, that's quite ont of his way ; "tis none of his
bufinefs, nor does he pretend to it: therefore, Jet no
sman charge the devil with what heis not concerned in,

Bot toreturn to his perfon ; he is, as 1 have faid,
notwithfianding bis lolt glory, amighty, a terrible, and
an immortal fpirit; he is himfell called a Prinee, the
Prince of the Power of the Air; the Prince of Dark-
nefe, the Prince of Devils, and the like; and his at
tending fpirits are called his angels : (o that however
satan has loft the glory and reflitode of his nature, by
his apoftate ftate, yet hesetains a greatnels and mag-
nificepces which places him above our rank, and
indeed above our coneception § for we know not what
he is, any more than we know what the bloifad ans
gels ares of whom we can lay no more, than that they
are minifiring {pirits; &z, as the fcriptare has deferib-
ed them.

Two things, howestr, may give vs fome infightin-
to the nature of the devil,in the prefent flute he ixin;
and thefe we have a clear difcovery of in the whole
feries of hiz condu& from the beginning.

3. That he is the vanguifhed, but implacable,
enemy of God his crearor, who has conquered
Jim, and expelled him [rom the habitatioos of
blifs; on which account he is Glled with envy,

rage, malice, and all uocharitablenels; weoald
dethrone God, and overtorn the thrones of hea
ven, if it was in his power, :

2. That he is man's irreconc leable enemy ; not @
he is a man, nor on his own account fimply, nor
for any advantage he (the devil) cin make by
the ruin and deflredion of man; but in mere ens
¥y atthe felicity be is fuppoied to enjoy as Sa-
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‘tas, and hisangels, in the poll-@on of thofe glo.
rics froim which they mre fullen,

And hefe | muft take upon me to fry, Mr, Milon
mukes a wrong judament of the reafon of Swran’s ca -
fblation to dilturb the felicity of man : He tells us it
was merely to uffcont God his Maker, rob him of the
glory defigned in his sew work of ereation, =nd to difs
#ppoint him in his main defgn, mamcly, the crenting
a new fpecies of creatiresin & pertedt redirade of {oul,
aad after his own image, from whom hemight expe
a new fund of glory thoold be rtifed, and wha was td
appenr as the triamph of the Meffiili's viftory over
thedevil. Tnall which Saran edaid not be Faol enough
not to know that he fhould be difappointed by the
fame power wiiich kad fo eminenuy counterafed Lis
rage Lefore,

Bug, I believe, the devil went upon & moch more
prabable defizn: and tho' he may bs f1id to 3@ vpon
& meaner principle than that of pointing his rige at
the perfonal glory of ks Creator, yet Lown, thatin my
opinion, it was by math rhe more rationsl undertak-
#ng, and more lkely to fucceed 3 and that whs, that
whereas he pereeived this new (pecies of ¢reatires had
a fublime as well as an human parr, and were made
eapable of poffefine ehe manfions dF eternul beatitade,
from whetice, e (Satan) and his angels were expelied,
and irretvivably banithed s envy ar fuch a rival thoved
kim by all peflible artifice. For he faw him deprived of
capacity to do it by foree, to render him tnworthy
like hirafelFy that, bringing bim to €l into rebellion
ond difobedience; he might fee his rival damned with
him ; and thofe who were intended tofill up the emp-
ty ipaces in heuven, made fo by the ablfeace of fo mas
ny mil ionw of fallen angels, be caft out into the fame
darknefs with them,

How he came toknow, that this new fpecies of craa-
tures were liable to fuch imperfe®ion, is beft explain-

Ca
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ed by the devil's pf,'m.g. \'isHIM dii’pnﬁthm. ngh‘
or leading bim to jodge by hmft[l’ L‘Inr he 'I'H-hl;
near being infallible as any of God's creatures ha
been) and then inclining him to try whether it was
{o or no.

Modern naturalifts, efpecially fome who have not fo
Jarge a charity for the fair fex as 1 have, tell vs, that
4s foon as ever Satan faw the woman, and looked in
her face, he faw evidently, that (he was the belt form-
=d creature to mﬁ!;ﬁ Fl tool ﬂr; iﬂd '-h: blu o m‘h.
an hypocrite of, that could be made, and therefore
the moll fitted for his purpofe,

1. He faw by fome thwart lines in her face (legibls,
perhaps, to himielf only), that there was a throne
icady prepared for the fin of pride to [it in (ate upon,
cipecially if it took an early polleflion : Eve you may
fuppole was a perfedt beauty, il ever fuch a thing
may be fuppofed in the human frame ; her figure be-
ing fo extraordinary, was the ground work of his pro-
jeit; there meeded no more than to bring her to be
vain of it, and to conceit, that it cither was fo, or was
infinitely more fublime and beautiful thun it really was;
and having thus tickled her vanity, to produce pride
gradually, till at laft he might perfuade her, that fhe
was really angelie, or of heavenly race, and wanted
nothing but to eat the forbidden froir, and that
would make her fomething more excellent (ill, ,

2. Looking farther into her frume, and wich a pears
er view to her imperfe&tions, he faw room to conclude,
that fhe was of a conilitution eafy to be feduced, and
elpecinlly by Hattering her; raifing a commotion in
her foul, and a difturbance amaong her palfions; and
accordingly he fee himfzlf to work, to dilturb her re-
pofe, nnd put dreams of great things into her head ;
together with fomethiag of a namelefs kind, which
{however Ifurrle have been ill natured enough to fugs
gef) 1 thail not injure the devil fo much as to menti-
£n, without better evidence,
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3. But, befides this, he found, upon the very firlt
furvey of her oatfide, om:thing fo very charming in
her mien and behavionr, fo engaging as well asagree-
able in the whole trxtiire of her perfon, and withal
fich a fprightly wit, fuch a vivacity of parts, foch a
fliency of tongue, and, above all, fach a winning pre-
vailing whine in her fuiles, or at leaft in her tears,
that he made no doubt if he could bot once delude
her, The wounld ealily be brought to delude Adam, who
he found fet not only a great value vpon her perfon,
but was perfe@ily eaptivated by her charms; ina
word, he faw plainly, that if he could but ruin her,
he fhould eafily make a'devil of her, to rain her bul-
band, and draw him into any gulph of mifelif, were
%t ever o black and dreadful, that (he thould frfl fall
into herfclf. How far fons may be wicked enough,
from hence, to fuggell of the fair fex, that they have
been devils to their hufbands ever fince, [ cannot fay s
T hope they will not be fo unmerciful to difeover truths
of fuch fatzl cenfequence, tho® they fhould come to
their knowlege,

I hus fubtle and penctrating has Satan been from
the begioning ; and who ean wonder, that apon'thefe
difcoveries made into the woman s infide, he went im=
mediately to work with her, rather thun with Adam !
Mot but that one would think, if Adam was faol e-
mough to be delnded by his wife, the devil might have
feen fo mueh of it in his countenance, as to have en=
conraged him to make his attack direétly vpon him,
and not go rovnd abont, beating the bafh, and plow-
ing with the heiler ? fitting upon ithe woman firll, and
the. fetting her upen her hofband, wio might as ca-
fily have been impoled upon as fhe? =

Other commefititors wpon this eritieal text fuggelt
1o s, thut Fve wad pet fo pleafed with the hopes of
beling wade a goddef, that the pride of a feraphic
Enowle e did not fo much work upen her imaginati-
on to bring her to confent, as & certain fecret notion -

a. 3-



infufed into her heart by the fime wicked infiromest,
that fhe fhould be wifer than Adam, and (hould, by the
{uperiority of her underilanding, neteflarily have the
government over himi which, at prefent, ﬂl‘ wai h}‘
fible (he had not, he being maller of a particular uir
of gravity and majefly, as well as of firength, infinites
Iy fuperior to her, :
This is an ill natured fuggefiion ;. but it ﬂll}il
confefled the impatient’ delire of grvernment, which
{fince that) appears in the general bebaviour of the
121, and particularly of governing hufbands, leaveston
much room to legitimate the [uppolition. :
The expolitors, who are of this opinion, add to it
that this being ber original crime, or the particular
temptation to that crime ; heaven thought fit to fhew
his jultice, in making her more intice fubje&ion to her
holbind be a part of the curfe, that fhe might read
ber fin in the punifhxent 3 via. he (hall rale over thee.
Lonly give the general hintof thefe things, as they
appear recorded in the apnuls of Satan’s Aril tyeanny,
and at the beginning of his government in the worldy
thafe that would be more particularly informed may
inquire of him, and know farther,
Leannot, haiwever, hut obferve here, with fome regret,
how it appears by the confequence, that the devil was
not-mitaken when he made an carly judgment of Mo,
Eve; and bow Satan really went the right way to
wark, to judge of her s It is certain the devil had now
thing to do but to look in hee face, acd, upon a near
eady view, he might eafily fee there an inflrument
for his turn ; mor has he failed to make her a tool e.
xer fince, by the very methads which he at firit pros
paled; to which perhaps, he bas made fome additions
in the carrupting her compalition, as well as her uns
‘derllanding ; qualifying her to be a complete fnare 1o
the poor weakervefl:l man ; to wheedle him with her
Biren's voice, abufe him with her imiles, delude him
with her crocodile tears, and fometimes cock het
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erakn at him, and terrify him with the thunder of her
trebley making ths efeminated male appleciter tremble
at the uoife of that very tongue, which at firlt com-
manded him to fin. For it is yet & debite which the
learned have not decided, whether the perfuaded and
intreated him, or, lik= a true the tyrant, exercifod her
apthority, and obliged him to eat the forbidden fruit.

And therefire, & certain author whide nome, for
fear of the fex's refentment, | conc=al, brings her in,
calling to- Ad«m ut a grear Jiltance, in an imperious
hil!ghlr manner, beckoninz to him with her hand,
thus ; * Here, fays (he, you cowardly faint-heartel
“ wrewch, ke this brinch of heavenly fraivs ear,and
“ be a llupid fool no longer; eat,"and be wife; ear,
“and be u God ; and know to youreternil (hame, that
*“your wife has been made an enlightened goddels
« before you.”

He tells you, Adam hung back a litils at Grft; and
trembled, afraid to trefpals : * Whatails the fot ? fays
! the new rermagant: Whae are you a'raid of ? Did
i God forbid you! yes, and why £ that we might not
“ be knowing and wife like himfelf ! What reafon
* can.thers be, that we, who have capacions fouls,
44 ahle to receive knowlege, fhould havd it wichheld ?
* Take it, you fool, and eat; don’'t you fee how Iam
* cxilted in foul by it, and am quite another cresture?
* Take it, I fay; or, if you don't, I'l go and cut
** down the tree, und you (hall never eat any of it ae
“ all, and you (hall be b1l a fool, and’'be governed
* by your wile for ever.” f

Thus, if this interpretation of the thing be jull, ﬂ]_e
fcolded him iuto ity rated him, and broughthim toit
by the terror of her voice ; a thing that has retsined
& dreadful influeace over him ever finee: nor have the
greatelt of Adam's fucceffore, how lijht foever fome
hufbands make of in this age, been cver able, finge
that, to conc:al their tecror at the very found ; nay,
if we sy believe b Rory, it prevailed ¢ en among the

€4
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gods; not all the noife of Vulcan's hammers could s
lence the elamours of that outrageous w_l:nr':: his _god-
defs; nay, even Jupiter himfelf led fuch a life with a
termagant wife, that cnce, they fay, Juno out feuld-
ed the noife of ull his thonders, and was within anace
of bawling him out of heaven.  But to returnto the
devil,

With thefe views he refalved, it feems, toattack the
womani and if yeuconfider him as o dewvil, and what
he simed at, and confider the fair profpeét he had
of faceefs, 1 muft confefs, I do not fee who can blame
lim, cr, at leaft, haw any thing lefs could be expefied
from bim: but we thall meee with it again by-and by,

EHAR W

Of the flaticn Salan bad in beaven before be fells the
naure and an'ginldf of bz erime ; Jl'ﬂdfom %F.H.I“.
NMilter'e miffaker about it,

P HUS far I have gone upon general obfervation,
in this great affair of Satan, and his empire in
the worldi I'now come to my title, and’ fhall enter
vpan the hifforical part, as the main work before me.
Befides what has been [id poetically, relating to
the fall and wandering condition of the devil and his
hoft, which pocrical part T offer only as an excurfion,
and defire ie fhould be taken fo; I (hall give you what
1 think is deduced from good originals on the part of
Batan's fory, in a few words,
He was one of the created angels, formed by the
fame Omnipotent hand, aad glorious power, who cees
ated the heavens and the earth, and all that is therein:

this iunomerable heavenly holl, as we have reafon to-

believe, contained angels of higher and lower faticns,
of greater and of lefler degree, expreffed in the ferip-
ture by thrones, dominions, and principalities : This
E think, we have as much realr n.to believe, as we
have, that there are Rars in the firmament(or fRarry

heavens)-of greater and of lefler maguitude,
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What particular ffation among the immertal choie
of'ange's, th's arch feraph, this prince of devils; ealls
ed Satan, was placed in before his expulfian, that, in-
deed, we canoot come at the koowlige of ; at lealty.
not with fuch un autiority as may be depended upon;
but as, fromn feripture authority, he is placed at the
head of all the apoflute armies. alter he was fallen,
we cannot think it in the lead affuming to fay,thathe-
might be (uppoled io broac of the principal agents in -
the rebellion which happened in heaven ; andconfe-
quently that be might be one of the b ghelt in digni+
ty there, helore that rebellion, ,

The higher his . {tation, the lower, and with the:
greater precipitation, was his overthrow ; and there-
fore thole wards, though taken inanother fenfe, may
very well be applied to him; ¢ How art thou fallen, .
#* U Lucifer, Son of the Morning !

Having granted the dignity of his perfon, and the-
high (tation in which he was placed among the hea-
veuly hoft ; it wonld come then nectilatily to inquire
into the natore of his fall, and, above all, a little in--
to the realon of ity Certain it is; he did fall, was '
guilty of rebellion and difobedience, the jult «ffdk of
pride; fins, which, in that holy place, might well"
be called wonderful,

But what to me, is more wonderful, and which, [
think, will be veryil accounted for, is, how came’
feeds of erime to rifein the angelic nature, created in
a flate of perfed, unlpotted holinefs ? ' How was it firft
found ina plice where no unclean thing can enter{
How came ambition, pride, or envy, to generate there?
Could there be offunce where there was no crime?
Could untainted purity breed corruption? Could that
paturé contaminate and infed, which was always:
drinking in principles of perfedtion ?

Happy itis tome, thatwriting the hiflory,notfolving ¢
the difficulies, of Satan’s affairs, is my provincein this -
worky that [ am to relate the fad, aot give realoas

C g,
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jor it, or aili ‘n caufes; if it was ocherwife, 1 ﬂ&mﬁ
break off at this difficulty, for I acknowlege | donot
fe: throngh it : neither do I think, that the great Mils
van, after all his fine images, and lofty excurfions,
upon the fubje&, has left it cne jor cleaver than he
found it. Some are of opinien, und among them the
great Dr, B—s, that crime broke in upon them at {ome
miterval, when they omitted but one moment fixing
their cyes and thoughts on the glories of the divine
face, to sdmire and adore which is the full emplof-
ment of ungels : but even-this, though it goes as high
a5 imagination can carry us, docs not reach it, sor, 0
me, mike it one jot more comprehenfible than it wis
befere: ALl I can fay to it bere, is, that fo it was; the
f1 was vpon record ; and the rejefted (roop are in
being, whole circumftaness confeis the guilt, and Bl
groan under the punithment. !

Ii you will bear with a poeetic excurfion upan the

|

fabjedt not to folve, but to illuftrate, the dificulty;

tike it in a-few lines, thus:
%t hou fin of wircherafe ! firlt born child of erime!
Produc’d b fore the bloom of time ;
Ambition’s maiden fin, in heav o conceiv'd!
And who could. have believ'd-
Defilement could in purity begin,
&nd bright eternul day be foil'd with fin ?
Tell us, fly penctrating erime,
How cam'ft thou there, thou fiule fublime 2
How did® thou pafs the adamantine gate ;
And into fpiric thyfelf infirmate §
From what durk Rate ? from what deep place !
From what firange uncreated race ?
Where was thy antient habitation found,
Before void chaos heard the forming found 2
Walt thou a fubflance, or an airy gholt,
A vapour flying in the fluid walte
Of vnconcotted air?
© And how at irft ¢idQ thou come there ?
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Stur: there was once a time when thou wert fiot :
By whom was thou ereated 2 and for whae ?
Art thou a (tcam from (bme contagious dmp,u.lul‘d ?
How (thould cnntagum be entmil®d
On bright fecaphic (pirus, and in v place,
Where all's {uprems, and glory filis the {pacs 2
Mo noxious vapour theee could rivey
For there no noxioos matter lies:
Nothing that's evil could appear g
Sin never could feraphic glory bear 3
1 he brightoels of th’ eceenal face,
Which filis as well as conflitatas the place,.
Would he a fire oo ot for crime to bear,
*Twounld caleine fin, or melt itinto air.
How then id firit defilcment enter in?
Ambition, thoua finlt vital [ecd of fin !
Thou life of death; how cam’it thou there ?
1a what bripht lorm didit thou appzar?
In what feraphic orb didft chou arife ?
Surely that place admits of no éilguife:
Eternal fight muft know thee there,
And, heing known, thou foon mult difappears.
But finge the fatal truth we know;
Without the matter thenee, or manner how 1 :
Thou higheft fuper lative of fin,
Tell us thy natore, swhere thou didit-begin?
The firlt degree of thy incr-ale
Debanch’d the regions of eternal peacey .
And f11'd the treafts of loyal angels there
With the ficlt treafon, and infernal war, .
T hou act the high extreme of pride,:
And doft o'er leller crimes prehide;
Not for the mean attempe of vice defign'd,
But to embroil the world, end damn mn.nkmd
*} ransforming mifchisf! how hail thou procur "difs o
That tafs that s ne'er ta be reltor!d,
And made the oright feraphic morning far .
I horeid moaltrous ﬂ:ape; appear ! -
c
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Satan, that, while he dwelt in-glorious lighe,.
Was always then as pare as he was brighe, .
That in effalgent rays of glory fhene,
Excell d by eternal light, by himalone,
Diltorted now, and fript of innocence, .
And bapith’d with thee from the high pre-eminence..
How has the fplendid feraph chang'd ‘his faee,
Transform’d by thee, and like thy monftrous race !
Vply as is the erime, for which he fell )
Firted by thee to make a local hell ; E
Yor fuch mull be the place where either of youdwell. )
Thus, asT told you, I only moralize upon the fubs
je&; but, as to the difficulty; I mull leave it as] find
it, unlels, as Thinted at Aril, | could prevail with S
tan to fet pen to paper, and write this part of hisovn
hillury: no quellion, but he could let us into the fo
crety but, to be plain, I'denbr I'lhall tell fo manp
plain truths of the devil in this hiftory, and difcover
o many of his fecrets, which it is not for hisintersh
tohave difeovered, that before T have done, the deviland
Fmay not be {a good [riends as you mr'frmnﬁ' we
are; atlesil, notfriends encughto obrain fuch afavodr
of him, theugh it be for public good; fo we mulfl by
content ¢l we come on the other fide the blue blanks,
and then we (hall know the whole fiory.
But now, thongh, as 1 fuid, I will notattempt to
folve the d ficulty, 1 may, I hope, ventare totell you,.

that there is not fo moch d fliculey in it, as at firk

fight appears; and efpecially not fo much as fome
people would make us believe: Let us fee how othen
are miflaken in it; perhaps that may help us a liule
in the inquiry ; for to know whrat it is not, is one help
towards knowing what it is.

.Mr. Milton has indeed told ve a great many merry
t!ungs of the devil, in 4 m- [ formal, folemnn mannr
till, ia fhort, le bas made a goud play of heaven and
l:r.-'!l; and oo doubr, if he had lived ix our times, he
nighthave had ita@ed with our Piuto and Proferpine,
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Ht hias made fine (pecches both for God, and the de-
wil; and a litle addition might have turned it, @ Ja-
moderne, ioto an-Warliguin Dicu, & Dialle,

I confels 1 do not well know how far the deminion-
of poetry extends itlell ;. it feems the burts and bounds
of Parnaffus are not yet alcertained 3 fo that, for anghe
Lknow, by virtue of theiranc ent privilege, called Li-
geatia poctarum, there can bz noblafphemy in verfe ;.
a8 fome of our divines fay, there cen beno trealon in
the pulpic, But they that will venture towrite tharway,

vught to be better fatisfied about that poins thin [ am,
_Upon this foot. Mr. Milton, to grace his pocm, aad
give room for his towering famcy, has gone alength
beyond all that ever went before him, fince Ovid in his
Metamorphofs., He has indeed complimented God
Almighty wich a flux of lofty words, and great lounds; .
and has made a very fine flory of the devil; but-he
has made g mere Jr re jfeay guoi of Jelus Chrit.  Ia
one line he bas him riding on a cherub, and in an an-
other fitting ou a throne, both in the very famemoment
ol aftion.  Inanother place, he has brooght him in
making a fpeech to his faints, when it isevident he
had none there; for we all know man was nit creat-
ed till a long while after4 and nobody can befo dull
as to fay the angels may be calied faints, withont
thie greatelt ablurdity in pature. Belides, he makes
Chrift himfelf diflinguith them, as in two feveral bands,
and ol differing perfons and Ipecies, as to.be fore they
are.
stand Mill in bright array; ye faints ———

o —  —Here [tand,

Ye angels. Par., Loft lib. vi. fol. 17

So that Gérif here is brought in drawing up his ar-
my before the laft battle, and makng & fprech i them
to tell them they fhall only fand by in warlike order;
‘but that they (hail have no occafion to fihr, for he

alone will ecgagetherebels.  Then, in embutiling his
Jegioas, e places the faints here, and angels these 3
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a5 if 6ne ware the main battls of intantry, and the
ther the wings of cavalry. But who are thole Linu
T hey arc indeed all of Milton's own muking ; it bicers
tsin there were no faings at all in heaven or earth at

that timey Gadand hisangels Gl d up the plice; and .

tii} forve of the angels fell, 20d men were created, had
lived, and were dead, there conld have been no fainy
there.  Saint Abel was cerminly the Proto Saintof all
that ever were fecny in heaven, as well as the Proto-
Martyr oF all-that hath been upon-carth.

. Jult fuch-ancther miftake, not to call it a blunder,he
makes abowt hell ; which he nut only makes focal,
but gives it a being before the fall of the angels; and
brings it in opening its mouth to receive them,  This

|

is fo contrary to the nature of the thing, and fogreat

an ablurdity, that ne-peetic licenge can aceount foritg
for though poely may form: Qories, as idea and fancy
may lurn'th materials; yet poefy mudt noc- break in g
pea chronology, and make things which in time were
to exilt, aft Lefore they exiited,

Thus a painter makes a fine picce of work, the lan
ey may be good, the frokes maflerly, and the beauty
of the workmanihip inimitably curions and fine ; and
yet have fome unpardonable improprieties, which mar
the whole work. So the famous painter of Toledo

painted the llory of the three wilemen of the Eall come

ing to worlhip, and bring their prefents to, our Lord
upon his hirth at Bethlehem ; where he reprelents
them as three Arabian or lodisg- kings ; two of
them are white, and one black: But unhappily, whea
he drew the latter part of them kneshng, which to be
fure were done after their faces ;. their legs beingne-
ecllirily a _Ii:-uz intermixzd 3 he made three black feet
for the Negeo king, and but three white feet for the
two white kings.; and yet never difcovered the mifs
lake. till the picce was Pprefented to the king, and hung
up in the great church, Asahis is an unpurdonable
errer i fcolpture or limning, it tuult. be much mere
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fa in _postry, where the images muft have no impro-
Pprietize, much lefs inconfiftencies, -

In s word, Mr, Miit-n has indeed made a fine poe 13
but it is the devil of a hiflory,  Lean eafily allow M+,
Milton to make Lills and dales, Sowery meadows an |
plains (and the like), in heaven ; and places of retreas
and contemplation in hells though 1 wuft add, tag
it can be alldwed to-no poet on earth but Mr. Milesa.
May, T will ullow Mr. Milten, if you pleafe, to (et 5 e
angels a dancing in heaven, lib. v fol, 138: and she
devils-a Gnging in hell, lib, i. fol, 44 though they
’;l"l.‘. in fhort, elpecially the lafk, mol hored ublordi-
tizs.  But | cannot allow him to make theirmulficin
hell to be harmonious snd chaeming, as he doesy fuch
images being incongrnons, asd, indecd, (hocking 10
nature. Neither can I think we fhould allow things
to be placed out of time in poetry, any more thin in
hiltory; it is a confufion of imagss, which is agreed
to be difallowed by all the critics, of what tribe or
fpecies [oewer, in the world; and is indeed vapirdos
nable. But we(hatl fnd o many more of chisle things
in Mr. Milton, that reaily taking notice-of them all
wounld carry me quite out.of my-way, | being at chis
time not writing the hillory of Mr. Milton, butofthe
devil : Belides, Mr, Milton is fuch a celebrated man
that who bot he that can write the hiltory of the de=
vile dare meddiewith-him? _

But to come back to the bufinefs, Ak 1 had can-
tione | yoa againf runing ts fcripture for thelter in
gafes of difficulty, feripture weighing very littie among
the people | am dircQing my fpeech to; fo indeed
feripture gives bet very little light jato sny thing of
the devil’s flary belore his fall, and but to very hitle
of it for fome time alter.

Nor hus Mr. Milton faid ene word to folve the main
difficaliy 3 viz. How the devil caine to fall, and how
fin came into heaven? Howv che {potlels feraphic na.
ture could receive infcdion ! whenee the contagion

e e s, ——
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proceeded What noxions matter conld emit earrip
tion there  How and whence any vapour to poifon the
angelic frame could rife up, or how it increafed llll
grew up to crime? Bur all this he palfes over, and,
hereying up that part in two or three words, cdlf
tell us,
His Pride

Had calt him aut of heaven, with all his hoft!
* @fieebel angels;, by whole aid afpiring,

He trufled to have cquall’'d the molt high.
; Lik . fol. 3

His pride ! but how came Satan, while an archin
gel, to be proud ! How did it confill, thae pride xad
perfe@ holmefs (hould meet in the fame perfon ? Hat
we mult bid Mr. Milton good might; for, in/phi
terms, be is in the dark about it and fo we areall;
and the mofl that ean be faid, i, that we koow the
falt is (o, but nothing of the nature orriafbn of it
" But to come to the hiltory ;' I'he angels Fell, they
finned { wonderful ) in heaven, and Godcalt themouts
What their fin was, is not explicit; butin generslit
i called a rebellion againlt Gods all fin mult befo

Mr. Milton here takes upon him to give the hiftory
of it, as particularly as if he had been born there, wd
came down hicher on purpofe to give usun accosntal
it (1 hope-he is better informed hy this cime) ; but thir
he does in fuch a manner, as joltles with religion, and
fhocks cur faith in fo many peints, necelliry to bebe
lieved, that we mult forbear to give up o M, Ml
ton, of muft fet afide part of the facred tese, in fuch
& munner as will aflift fome people to (et it all afide.
A I mean by this, his invented {fcheme of the fin's e
ing declured in. heaven to be begotten then, snd then
10 be declured gencral-Timo of all the armies of betr
ven; and of the fathers's fammoning all the’ angeli
of the heavenly hoft 10 tubmit to him, and pay hia
homage.  The words are quoted already, page 28

v

* Laokowa the invention, indeed, is very fine j.abe-
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images exceeding magnificent, the thought rich and
bright, and, in fome refped, truly fublime: But the
anthorities fail moflt wretchedly, and the miltiming of
itis unfufferably grofs, as s noted in the introdvdion
to this work s for Chrilk is not declared the fom of God
but on carth: Itis true, it is fpoken from heaven,
but then it is [poken a8 perfe®ed on earth ; if it was
at all vo be aflign'd to heaven, it wis from etecnity’;
and there, indeed, his eternal generation is allowed ;
but to tuke upon us te fay, that on a day a certain day,
for fo our poet aflumes, LiF, w fol. 137,
¢ When on a day,
* 0o foch a day,
“ As heav'n's greatyear brings forth, th* empyrealholt
“ Ofangels, by imperial fammons eall'd,
* Forthwith from all the ends of heav'n appear'd.

This is, indeed, too grofs ; atthis meeting he makes
God declare the fon to be that day begatten, as be.
fore: Had he made him not begotten. that day, but
declared general that day, it would be reconcileable-
with feriptare, and with fenfe; for either the begets
ting is meant of ordaining to an office, or elle the e-
ternal generation falls to the groond: 'nj-i if it was
to the office (mediator), then Mr Milton is out 0 a=
feribing another fixed dayto the work ; fee 4b x. fol,
194, But then the declaring him that day, is wrong
chronology too; for Cirill is declired the fon of God
with power, only by the rejurre@ion of the dead 3
and this is both a declaration in heaven, and in carth,
Rom i. 4. And Milton can. have no authariry to tell
us, there was any declaration of it in hiaven h.:lu:'n
this, except it be thut dall authority called poctic k-
cence, which will not pals in fo folemn an aifair as
that.

But the thing was neceflary to Milton, Wh"‘ wanzsd
to aifign fome cawale or original of the q{:v:i‘s ral;.:l.
lion ;. and [o, #sI faid above, the defign is welk laidg:
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it enly wants two (rifles, called truth and hiltory; fo
I leave it to fruggle for itElf,

This ground-plot being luid, he has a fair feld for
the devil to play the rebel in; for he immediately
beings him in, not fatished with the exaltation of the
Sent of God. . T he cafe muoll b thus: Saran, being an
eminent archangel, and perhaps;-the higheflt of all
-the angelic train, hearing this fovereign declaration,
that the Sen of God was declared to be head or geoe
ralilimo of all the heavenly boll, took it ill to fee uno-
ther pat intothe high Ration over his head, as the fok |
diers call it; he, perhaps, thinking himfelf the feni: |
or afficer, and difdaining to fubmic 1o any but to his {
Aormer immediate foversign; indhort, he threw
his commiflion, and, in order not to be compelled tv
obey, revolted, and broke out in open rebellion.

All this part is a decoration noble and great, not |
s there any ohjedtion to be made againit the inventh
on, becaufe a dedudlion.of probable events§ butthe
plot is wrong laid, as is obferved above, becaufe con-

_tradifted by the fcriptare secount, according 1o which |
Cheift was decliared in heaven, not then, Lut from &
ternity, and not declared with power, by on earthy
viz. in bis vidtory over Gn.and death, by the reforree
tion from the dead: Sothat Mr. Milton is not orthes
dox in this part; but lays an avowed foun  ation far
the corropt doflrine of Arius, which fays, there wad |
a time when Chrifl was not the Som of Gad. -

But to leave Mr, Milton his flights, 1 agree with ]
kim in this part; viz. thacthe wicked or finning ad {
gels, with the great archangel at the head of them
revolted from their Gbeditn,!tl even in heaven hfglf.i
that Satan began the wicked defeSion, and, being
chief ameng the heavenly hoft, confequently carrind
over 4 great party with him, who all together rebel
led againll G'od: that upon this rebellinn they wers ?
fentenced by the righteous judgment of Gad, to beex |
pelled the boly habitation: This, befides the authe

|
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%ity of feripture, we have vifible teRimoniés of, from
the dewils themnifilves; their i-Ausncesand operatinns
ameng us every day, of which mankind are witnefls
in 3l the merry things they do in his name, and on-
der his proteftion, in almoft every feene of life they
puls through, whether we talk of things done open-
Jy, or in mafquerade, things done in or ot of it,
things done in carnslk or in jeit, ;
. Bat then, What comes of the long and blondy war
that Me. Milton gives foch & full and particular 2c-
count of, and the terrible bittles in heaven between
Michael with the royal army of angels on one hand,
and Satan, with his rebel hoft. on the other 5 in whizh
Ee [uppoafes the numbersand Rrength to be pretty near
equal ¥ But at lecgth bringsin the devil’'sarmy, upon
doutling their rage, and bringiog new eaginzs of war
into the Bcld, putting Michacl und all the faithful ar-
my to the worll; and; ina word, defeats them ? Fae
thaugh they were not put to a plain flight, in which
cafe he mult, at Jeall, have given an acconnt of two
or three thoulund millions of angels cut in pieces and
wonnded, yet he illows them to give over the Aight, and
make & kind of retreat fo making way for thecom-
plete vidtory of the Sonof Ged 1 Now this is all inventls
on, or, at lealt, a borrowed thoaght frony the ald pocts,
and the fight of the glants sgainll Jopiter, fonobly
defined by Owid, aluall two thoufand years agoy
And there iz was i llenough 3. but whether péetic fan-
¢y fhould be allowed to (able vpon heaven, or no, and
upon the kimg of heaven too, thatl leave to the fages.
By this cxpuliion of the deviis, itis ullowed by moft
authors, they ure, ig/fs fuds, llript of the reditude and
Lolinefs of their nature, which was their beauty and
E:_rﬁ:ﬂina; and beiag imulph'd in the abyls of irre-
coverable ruin, it is o matter.whece, from that very
time they lufi their angslic beautiful form, :a:nm:nm_d
ug'y frightfol mmonlters and deviis, and became avil
dours, as well as evil (pirits 3 fillsd with an horrid ma-




€8 The HISTORY '
lignity and enmity againit their maker, and armed
with an hellifh refolution to fhew and exert it cadl
occafions; retaining however their exalted (piritos
nature, and having a valt extenfive power of a!iq,i
2l! which they can exert in nothing elfe bot dnhgb?l
vil; for they are intirely divefled of either powers.
will tn do peed ; and, even in doing evil, t'.'u_:y E
urder rellraints and limirations of a fuperior pawr,
which it is this torment, and, perhaps, a great pt
of their hell, that they cannot break throogh.

CH AR WL l

WEat became of the Devwil, and bis bafl of fallen fpirith
after their being expelied from beaven, and bl s
derimg condition till the creation; wwrth fome mm
¢ Mr. Milton's abfurditics om that fubjed.

HAVI NG thus brought the devil and his T
merable legions to the edge of the bottomih
pit, it remains, befors 1 bring them to adion, i
fome inquiry fhould be made into the pofture of thet
affairs immediately after their precipitate fall, o
into the place of their immediate refidence; for
will appear to be very neceffary to Satan's |'.|if'|\‘:rlf“_l':.|d
indeed, fo as that, without it, «ll the farther accost
we have to give of him, will be inconfiltent and i@
periect,

And firlt, T take upon me to lay dawn fome fugdd
mentals, which I believe 1 fhall be able to gake o
hiltorically, thevgh, perliaps, not fo gmgrtphiﬂn{'
as fome have pretended to do. '
t. That Satan was not immediately, nor is yet, lockl

down in the abyfs of a local hell, fuch as is fpp®

fed by fome, and fuch ashe fhiall he at Iaft 3 or thil
2. Ii he was, he has cortain liberties allowed bim &“‘I

excurfions into the repinns of this air, and certalt

fpheres ¢ faiion, in which he can and does move;®|

do, Jike & very dewil as beisy all the mifchict b

4



of the DEV 1L, 69

~<an, and of which we {ee o many examples both a.
bout us, and in us; in the inquiry aftee which, [

i -nhlﬂlm'u occifion to examine whether the devil is
Bot ia mol of us fometimes, if not in all of us one

 time or other, I

3+ That Satan has noparticular refidence in this globe
er carth where we live; thar he rambles about a=
mong us, and marchesover and over our whole coun-
try, he und his devils, in camps volans ; but that he
pitches his grand army, or chief encampment, in
our aljcencies or frunticrs, which the philofophers
call atmoflphere ; and whenee heis calied the prince
of the power of that element or part of the wacld
we call airy Irom whenes he fends out his fpies,,
his agents and em {liries; to get intelligence, and
to carry his commiflisns to his rrofly and well bes
loved coulins and counfellors on earth, by which his |
bufinels is done, and his affairs ¢arried cn, io the
world,

Here, again, I meet Mr. Milton, full in my fice,
who will have it, thet the dev., immediatzly at his
expullion, roiled down diredly iuto hell proper and
logal ; may, he meafures the very diltance, at lealt
gives the length of the journey by the time they wers
paffing or fulling, which, he fays, was nine days; a
good poetical flight, but neither founded on feripture
orphilofophy : He mightevery jot aswell have brought
hell up to the walls of heaven, advanced to receive
them 3 or he ought to have confidered the fpace which
is to be allowed to any locality, let him take what part
of infinite diltance between heaven and created hell he
pleales.

But let that be as Mr. Milton's txtmurdinary_ ge-

. mios pleafes to place it; the paffige, it feems, is jult
nine days hetwixt heaven and hell 3 well might Dives
then fe= father Abraham, and talk to him teo; bot
then the great gulph which Abraham tells him was
fx'd between them, doss not fecm to be (o largs, as,
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“according to Sir lfsac Newt-n, Dr. Halley, Mr. Whifles,
and the reft of our men of fcience, we take it<to be,

. But fuphofs the paflage to be nine days, according
to Mr, Milton, What tullowed? Why, H:l gaped
wide, opened its frightful mouch, and received them |
21l st once 3 millions und thoufinds of millivns as they
were, itvectived themallae 2 gulp, as wecallit ; they
tad no difficalty to goin, no, none 4t wll,

——rFacilis defcenfur averaiz

Sed revicare gradam——

Hseopus, biclabor eff. Virg,

All this, as poctical, we may receive, hot not'aral
gs hiltorical ; for then come difficultiss infupeniblein
oiie way; fome of which may be as follow « (1,) Helli
here fuppoied to be @ place; nay, a place created foc
the punithment of angels und men, and likewife cre.
ated long before thale had falen, or thefe had being;
Fhis makes me fay, Mr. Milton was a good poer, bt
a bad hilterian : Tophet was prepared of old, indesd;
bat it was for the king, that is tofay, it was prepar
ed for tbofe who'e ot it thould be to come thither;
bat this does-notat all foppele it was prepared hefore
it was relolved whether there fhould be fubjeds for
iry.or no; elie we mull fuppefe both men and angeh
were made by the glorions and upright maker of gl
things, on purpole for delire@ion, which would b
incongruous and ablurd,

But there is worle yet tocomes Tn the nexe pliet
he adds, that hell, having reccived them, clofed apm
them ; thatis to fay, took them in, clofed or fhutin
mouth; andin a word, they were locked in, as it wil
faid in another place, they were locked in, and the
key is.carried up to heaven, and kept there; for we
know the sngel came down from heaven. having the
Ley of the bottomlels pit ; but frit, fee Mr. Milton:

¢ Mine days they fell: Confounded Chans roir'd,

4 And felt tenfold confulfion in cheir fall :

t Hell ar laft
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- * Yawning reeeiv'd them whole, andan themelos'd;

* Down from the verge of heav'n, eternal wrath

* Burot after theme——

* Unquenchable,?
* This fcheme is eortainly deficient, if not abfird 3
and I think is more fo than any other e has laid :
" [is evident, n=ither Satan, or his bolk of devils, are,
nnnet any of them, yet, even now, confin’d in the ew
ternal prifon, wheee, the feriprore Gays, he fhall be
reirved in chains of darknets,  They moft bave
wmzan thoughts of hell, asa prifon, alocal coofing=
ment that can fuppole the devil able to break goal,
knock off his fetters, and come abroad, if he had becny
once locked in there, as Mr, Milton fuys he was: now
we know, that he isubroad again ; he prefented him-
felf before God, among his neighbours, when Job's
cife came to be ditcourfed oF ; and, more than thiit,
*tis plain he was a prifoner at lirge, by his anfwer to
God's queltion, which was, #berce comeft -thea? o
which he anlwered, From geing 10 and fro through the
gareh, &= This,d fay, s plain; and iFit be as certain,
that hell clofed upon them, I demand then, how got
Eeout?  And why was there not a proclamation fur'
apprehending him, us there niually is;yafier Juch'rogues
uy break prifon ! g

In fhort, the troe acconnt of the devil’s circom-
Rances, fince his fall from heaven, is much more likes
ly to be thus: That be is more of a vagrant than a
prifoner ; that heis 4 wanderer in the wild unbounded
wafle, wiers he and his legions, like the hords of
Tartary, who, in the wild countries of Karakathay,
the delarts of Barkan, Kiflin, and Aftracan, live
up and down where they find proper; fo Satan and his
innumerable legions rove about #ic & ubique, pitch-
ing their camps {being beafts of prey) where they find
the molt fpoil ; watching over this world (and'all the
other worlds, for aught we know, and if there arca-
uy fuch); [ fay watching, and {eeking whom they
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may devour, that is, whom they may deesive and de
jude, and fo defiroy, for devour they eannut,

gatan, being thus confin’d to a vapabond, wandor
ing, unfettled condition, is without any cev.ain abode; |
for tho® he has, in confequence of his angelic natore,
a kind of empire in the liquid walle or airg yet this
is certainty part of his punilhment, that he js canti.
nually hoveriny over this inhabited globe of earth; |
fwelling with the rage of envy at the feficity of Lisris
wal man ; and fudying all the means pefible to injure
and ruin kim ; bot extremely limited in power, to his |
unfpeakable mortification: This is his prefeat fa
without any fix'd abode, place, or fpace, allow'd hin
to reft the lole of his foat npon

From his expilfion, I take his firlt view of horror
to be that of looking back towards the heaven which
he had loft; there to fee the chafm or opening mads
up, out at which, asat a breach in the wall of the
haly place, he was thurflt headlong by the pawer which
expell’d him; 1fay, to fee the breach repair'd, the
mounds bult up, the walls garrifon'd with millicos
of angels, and arm*d with thanders ; and, above ally
made terrible by that glory from whofe prefence they
were expell'd, as is poetically hinted at before,

Upon this fight, "tis no wonder (if there was fucht
place) thatthey flad 1ill the darknels might coverthem,
and that they might be out of the view of fo bateds
fight.

Where-ever they found it, you may be fure they
pitch'd their ficlk camp ; and began, after many a foar |
refle@tion upen what was pafs'd, to confider'and thict |
alittle upon what was to come.

. M1 had as much perfonsl acquaintance with the
devil, as would admit it, and could depend uponthe
t_““h of what anfwer he would give me, the firll quel |
tion I would alk him, (hould be, What meafires thef |
refolv’danat cheir firft aflembly 2 And the noat fhoold
be, How they were employ'd in all that fpace of tine

&
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be‘ween their o flying the facs of their almighty con-
queror, and the ereation of maa ! As for the length
uf the tma, which, necording to the lrarned, was
rvwentythoulind years, and, sccardingthemore learned
not halla quurter fo much, T wonld fiot concern my
corfity much abost it ; 'tis mioft certain, there was a
canfidzrable timeberween 5 but of that immediately s
Firfl ler me inquire whatthey were doing all thuctime,

The devil and his hall being thos, 1 fay, cult oot
of heaven, and not yet coafin’d kriftly to hell, "tis plain
they mult be foinewhere : Satan und all bis lepions
did not lofe their exiltence, no, por the cxiftence of
devils neither ; God was fo far from annibilating him,
that he Rill prefirved his being ; and this ot M,
Milton only, but Fad himlelf, has mads known 1o us,
having left bis hillory fo far wpon record Severnl
expreflionsin feriptove allo make it evident, as parei-
enlarly the fory of Job, mentiancd before; the kike
in onr Saviour's time, and feveral athers, /

IFh:1l did neot immediately ingulph them, as Miltan
fuggeits, 'tis certsin, 1 fiv, chat they Azd omewhere,
from the anger of heaven, fram the Luce of the avens
ger ; and lis ablenes, and their own guilt, wonder
not at i, would make hell cnough for them, where-
ever they weat,

Nor need we fly to the dreams of oor affronorers,
who took a great deal of pains to fill up the vall ipa-
ces of the flarry heavens with ionemerahls habitabls |
worlds; allowing as many folar {yfteme as there are
fixed llars, and thar vor enly in the koown confielias
tions, but cven in the galaxy itf=1F; who to cvery fuch
fyfiem allow a certiin number of planets, and to e«
very ofie of thoft plansts fo many fatellites br monnsy,
and all thele plancts or moons to be worlds; falid,
dark, opaque bodies, habitable, #nd (a5 they would
have as believe) inhubit=d by the like animals and ra-
tional enpatures as on this earth; fo that they may,
at this rate, fnd room enooph for the devil and all

b
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his angels, without making an hell en puarpole s niy,
they may, for sught I know, Fnd a world, for every
devid nwll the devil's hofty and (o every one may be a
monarch or mafler devil, feparately in bis own [phere
or world, knd pliy the devil there by himf:lf.

" And even il this were fo. it cannot be denied but
that one devil ina place would he enough for 2 whele
fyllemary world, and bLe able, if not rellrained, 1w do
mifchicf enouph there too, and even to ruin and over-
throw the whole body of prople containedin it,

But, 1 fzy, we need not fly to thele (hifts, dr conlult
thealironomersinthe decilion of this paint ; for where
ever Satan and his defeated holl went, at their expul
fion from heaven, we think we are certain none of all
thefe beautiful worlds, or be they worlds or no, I men
the fixed Rars, planets, &:. had then any exiltence;
for the beginning, as the feripture calls it, was pot
yet begun, _

But to (peak n litt!e by the rules of philofophy, that
is to fay, do as to be underftood by others, even whea
we fpeak of thmps we cannot fully underflund cor
felves: Thoogh in the beginning of time all this glo-
rious ereuation was formed, ‘the carth, the farry hei-
wens, and all the furnitire thereof, and there wasa

time when they were not; jet we cannot fay foo |

the void, or that namelefs no.where as [ called itbe
fore, which now appears to be a fomewhere, in which
thele glorious hodics are placed, T hatimmenfe fpuct
which thofe tak: up, and which they move in arthis
time, mult be fuppoled, Lefore they had being, tobe
placed there s AsGod himielf was, and exifled, befors
gll being, time, or place ; b the heaven of heaven,
ar the place, where the thrones and Jominions of his
kingdom then exilied, inconceivable aad (el ble,
an exillence before the glorious feraphs, the innwme
rable compuny of angels which attended aboueth
throne of God, exilled ; thele ull had a bung-long b
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fore, as the etecnal Creator of therm 1l had before
them,

Iuto chis void or alyfs of vothing, howeeer unmeas
furaile, 1 8aite, und cvep to thole ipirits themfelves
inconceivable, they certainly launched (rom the brighe
precipies which they fell from, and bzt they [hified
as well as they cout |, v

Here expanding thole wings which feur #nd hae-
ror-at their defent fornithed them, as 1 bifited befors,
they hurried away to the utmeolt diftanee peliib'e, from
the face of Gad their conqacror; and then moit dread
ed enemy ; formerly their joy and glory.

Be this utmall remioved diltance where it will, here,
certainly, Satan and all his pang of devils, hiy number-
lefs, tho' ronted armies, retired.  Here Milton might
with fome good ground, hiave formed his Pandemo-
mium, and have brovght them in, confilting what was
ezt to be done, and whether thiers was any room lelt
to refew the wuri ar to carcy on the rebailion; buz
bad they been cafl iminediately iato hell, clofed up
there, the bottomleds pit locked upon them, and th=
key carried up o heaven, to be kepe there, as Mr Mil-
ton himfelf in part confefles, and the (eriptare affirms 5
I {ay, had this been To, the devil himfelf conld not
have been fo ignorant as te think of any fitare feps
to be taken, to rctrieve his affuirs: and thersfore a
Pandemoninn, or divan in hell, to caalilt of it, was
ridighlang, ;

All Mr. Miltan's fcheme of Satan’s future condud,
and all the leripture expreffions ahout the 'devil and
kis sumernus ntrendants, snd of his adtings fince tliat
time, mek= it not reafonable to fiagg=d, that the de-
vils were confined to their eternal prifom, at their exs
pulfion cut of heaven & but that they were in a fate
of liberty to 3@, thouzh limited inadting, of which I
fhall alfo fpeak in its place.

D2
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CH AP Vi

OF the numberof Satav’s boffs Heonv they came frfl to
knsaw of the neny ereated avzelds monw i being 3 ond
their meafures svith wanikind upen the difeovery.

EVERAL things have heen fuggelted to et nsa

caculating the number of this frightfol throng of
devils, who with Satan, the maller- dewvil, was thus cail
oot of heaven: I cannor fay, [ am fo moch maller of
political arithmetic, as to call vp the number of the
bealt, no, nor the number of the bealts or devils, wha
make up this throng. 5t. Francis, they tell us, or
fome other faint, they do not fay who, afked the de-
vil once, how [irong he was ? for St Francis, you mufl
know, was very familiar with him ¢ The devil, it feems,
did not tell him; buot prefeatly raifed a great clood of
duft, by the help, I foppafe, of a gpult of wind, and
Lid that fuint count it: He was, 1 fuppofz, a calcula-
tor, that would be ealled prave, who dividing Satan's
teacps into three Hoes, caft up the number of the des
vile of all forts, in each battalia, ar ten hundred times
a hundred thoufand millions of the firll line, fifty mil-
lions of times as many in the fecond line, and three
]I:undre:l thoufand times as many as both in the third

as.

The impertinence of thisacconnt would ha rdly have
given ita place bere, only to hint, thit it has always
heen the apinion, that Satan’s name may well be cal-
led @ noun of multitude, and that the devil and his
angele are certainly 0o inconfiderabls number, It was
a Imart repatree that 2 Venetisn nobleman made toa
priell, who rallicd kim upon his refuling to give fome.
thing to the church, which the priefl demanded for the
delivering him from purgiatory ; when the prielt afk-
ing Bim, 1f lie knew what an innumerable number of
f::::hL::re were to Fuke him? he ;}nm-"c,‘]. yes, he

v many devils there were in all: How ma-
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ny? fays the prist; his curiofity, I fuppole, Lsing
raifed by the novelty of the anfwer, Why, ten mil-
lions five hundred and eleven thoulind fix hundred and
feventy five devils and an half, fays the nobleman :
An half ! fays the prieft, pray what kind of a devii is
that? Yourfelf, fays the nobleman; for you are half
a devil already (and will be 4 whole one when youcome
there) ; for you are for celuding all you deal with,
and Lringing uvs foul and body into your hands, that
you may be paid for letting us go again, So moch
for their number, . -

Here alfo it would come in very aptly, to esnfidee
the flate of that leng interval becween the times of their
expullion from heaven, 9nd the creation of the world 3
and what the pofture of the devil's affuirs might be,

during that time. The horror of their condition can
enly be conceived of at a diflance, and efpecially by
us, who, being embadied creatares, cannot fully judge
of what is, or isnot, a puaifhment to feraphs and (pi-
wits; but s joit to fuppofe they fuffered alkthae fpi-
rits of a feraphic dature were eapable to fuflain, confil
tent with their exiflence; notwithfanding which they
retained flill the hellifhnels of their rebellions princi.
ples; namely, their hatred and rage agaiall God, and
thiir envy at the felicicy of his crziitores,

As to-how loog their time might be, T [hall lzave
that fearch, no lights being given me that are cither
probalile or rational; and we have fo little room to
make & judgment of it, that we miy as well belizva
futher M——, who fappolts ic to bean handred chou -
fand years, as thole who jndge it one thovfand years;
s envtigh that we are fure, it was before the ereati-
on, how lane before is not macerial to'the devil’s hif.
tocy, tolefs we liad fome ‘records of what happened
to him, or was done by him, in the interval.

Durif the wandering condition the devil wasin at
that time, we may {uppole him and his whole clin
o be employed in exerting their hatred and rageas:

D1
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the almighty, and at the happinels of the remining
faithiul angels, by all the ways they had pawerto
thew it

From this determined Nlated enm’ty of Satan and his
holt againft God, and at every thing thatbrought glo-
ry to his name, Mr Milion brings in Satan, i:"'-‘l“_"l
firll he faw Adam in Paradife, and the felicity of bis
flarion there) fwelling with rage and envy, and tak-
ing up a dreadful refolution to ruin Adam, and all
his polterity, merely to difappoint his maker of the
glory of his creation: I thall come to fpeak of thet
in its place,

How Satan, in hisremote fituation, got inrelligence
of the place where to find Adi#m out, or that any fuch
thing #s a man was created, is matter of joit fpeculas
tion, and there might be many rational fthemes laid
for ity Mr, Milton does not ondertake to tell usthe
perticulars, nor indeed could he find room for it; per=
hips, the devil, having, as 1 have [aid, a liberty to
range over the whole void or abyfs, which we want
ns well a name for, as indeed powers to conceive of)
might have dilcovered; that the almighey Cremtor had
formed a new und glorious work, with infinite beauty
and variety, filling up the immenfe walte of fpace, in
which he (the devil), and his angels, had roved for
fo beng a time, without fnding any thing to work o,
or toesarttheie apoltute rage in againfl their maker:

That at length they found the infinite untrodden
fpace, on a fudden, fpread full with glorions bodies
fhining in felf-exilting beanty, witha new and o them
unknown lullre, called light: They found thele ln.
winous bodies, the' unmeniz in Solk, and infinite in
number, yet fixt in their wondrous flations, regular
and exaét In their motions, conlined in their proper
vrbits, tending to their particular centres, und enjoy-
ing every one their paeculiar iyflems, within which wers
contained innomerable planets with cheir farellives ov
woons, in which (agam) a reciprocal inflysnce, moti~
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on, and revnlution, coafpired to Form the moft adini-
rable npiformicy of the who'e, ;

Sucpriled, to be furs, with this fudden and yet glo-
ripus wark of the Almighty (for the ersation wis e-
nough, with its lullre, even o furprite the deyls),
they might reafonably be {uppoed to ftart out of their
dark retret, and with a curisfity not below the lera-
phicdignity (for thele wre fome ol the things which the
angels defire tn Iook intn) to tekea Hight throngh all
the anawing fylbems of the Bred fous or fhars, which
wo fez now but ac a diltance, and only make allrono-
mical guefles ut,

Here the devil found oot {ubjz& of wonder only,
but matter o fwell his ravolied ipivit with more rage,
and torevive the malignity of his mind againft his
maker, and eipecialiy againll this new increafe of glo-
ry, which ta hit infinite regret was extended over the
whole walle, and which-he looked upon, aswe fay in
human affiirs, asa papr eomguis; ar, if yon will have
it in the language of the devil, as aninvafion vpon
his kingdom.

Here i naturally occured to them, in:their flate of
envy and rebicllion, that tho' they could not affauls the
impregnable walls of heaven, avdcould no more pre-
tend 1o raife warin the place of blelfidnefs sad peace
yet that perbaps they might find room in this new, and
however glorious, yet inferior kingdom-or ereatinn, to
w ork dome delpits to their graat Greator, o¢ toafirone
his majeily in the perfon of fome of his new-made
creatures 3 and upon this they may be joitly fuppafed
to double their vigilangs, in the forvey they relplveto
tike of thele new worlds, however great, sumberlels,;
aud wonderful.

What dilcoverizs they may have madein the othee
and groaver worlds, than this carth, we bhave not yst
bid an ncconat: poflinly they are converfant with o-
ther parts of God's creation, befiles this Bittle, ligt'e
globe, which is but. as a point in comparifon of the

L g
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relt » and with other of God®s creatures befidei many
who may, according to the opinion of our philoies
phers, inhabit thofewerlds ; but as nobody knows that
part but the devil, we thall not treuble ourfelves with
the inquiry.

But 'tis very reafinnble, and indeed probable, that
the devils were more than ordinarily forprifid ar the
nature and reafon of all this glarious creation, after
they had, with the vtmolt curiofity, wicwed all the
parts of it s The glories of the leveral fylloms; the
immenfe fpaces in which thole glorious bodies that
were creatzd, and made part of i, were allowed res
fpeftively to move ; the innumerable fized flars, a5 fo
many {uns in the cent re of fo many diftane folar fyf
tems ; the (likewife innumerable) dark opaque bodies
receiviog Jight, sad depending vpon thofe funsres
fpectively for fuch light, and then refle®ing tha light
ugzin wpon, and for the uie of, one another: Tolee
the beauty and fplender of their forms, the reguluris
ty of their polition, the order and exadtoels, and yet
inconceivable velocity, of their motions, the certainty
of their revolutions, and the variety and virtue of their
influences ; and then, which was even to the devils
themielves molt aftonilhing, That afier all the reft of
theiroblervations they fhould find this whole immenf:
work was adapted for, and made [ubfervient to the
ule, delight, and bleffing, only of oue poor (pecies, it
itfelf fmall, and inappearance contemptible ; the means
elt of all the kinds fuppoled to inbabit fo many glori-
ous worlds, as appeared new to be formed § I me:n,
thit moon called the earth, and the creature called
man ; that all was made for him, vpheld by the wile
Creator, on his account only; and would necefurily
end and ceafe whenever that fpecies lhould end, and
be determined ;

That this creature was to be found no where but
(a< above) in one litt'e individual cioon; a fpot lefs
than almolt uny of the moons, which were infinch
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great mumbers to be fonnd attendant-upon, and pre.
feribed within, every {j lem of the whole erented hea.

wens: Thiswas sltonithing even to the devil himfelf g

nay, the whele clan of devile conld fearce entertainms

ay jult ideas of the thing ; tilbiar lalt Satan, indefati-
gable in his fearch or inguiry into the nature and rea.
fan of this new waork, and particulurly [eacching
into the fpecies of man, whom he found God had thus-
placed in the lied= globc, callgl earth 3 he lvon came
to in eclairciffiment, or & ¢lear underllanding of the:
whaole, For example;

Pirlt, he foond tais ereatore, called man; was, hows

ever mean and fmall in his appearance, a kind of
a feraphic ipéciesy that he was made in the very
image of God, endowed with reafonable facultiess
to know good apd evil, and pulidid of acertains
thing till then wuknown and wiheard of even in
heil itklf; chat s, in the habitation of devils, let
that be where it would ; 'viz
2, That &9 had made him indeed of the lowelt and-
coarizlt- materinks s bot that he had breathed into«
him the breath of life, and that he breame aliv-
ing thing called foud, being a kind of an extraors
dinary heavenly and divine emanation ;. and cons
fequenily that mun, howsver mean und terreltriali
his body might be, wasyet heaven-born, in his fpi-
rituous part completely feraphic ; and after a (pace -
of life here (determined to be a ftate of probation);
he fhould be tranluted chro® the regions of death
into a life purely wnd truly heavenly, and which~
fliould remain (o for ever 3 being capable ol know~
ing and enjoying Ged his maker, and flanding in.
his prelence, #s the glorifizd angels-do,

3, That he had the moft fublime facnlies infuf=d in-
to him ; was capable not oaly of knowing and cans
templating God, and, which was {lill more, ofens
jeying h'm, as above; but (which the devil now
wasnct) capahle of honouring and EIQH.E]'IDE bis-
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makers wha alfo had eondefcended to accept ofhas

nour from him.

4. And, which was flill more, that being of an ange-
lie nature, tho' mived with, and confined for the
P"ﬁ_-nt in @ cife of morral feth s be was intended
to be removed from this earch after a certain time
of life here, to inhabit that heaven, and enjoy that
wery glory and felicity, from which Satan and his
angels had been expelled,

When he found all this, it prefently occured 1o him,
that God had done it all as an ué of triumph over him
fFatan)'; and that thele creatures were only ereated
to people heaven, depopulated or fiript of its inhabi.
tants by his expulfion; and that thefe were all to le
made angels in thedevils ftead, .

I this thought increafed his fury and envy, 28 far
as rage of devils can be capable of being made great-
ery bo doubitlefs for him on work to give a vent tothat
rage and envy, by [earching into the natore and con:
ftitutior of this creature, calied man s and to find out
whetler lie 'was invulnerable, and conld by no means
be burt by the power of hell, or deluded by his fub-
tility 3 or whether he might be beguiled and deluded;
and fo, inftead of being preferved in holinefs and po-
rity, wherein he was certainly created, be broaght1o
fail und rehel, a5 he (Satan) had dane before him: by
which, inflead of being tranfplanted into a glorious
ftate, after chis life, in heaven, as hie maker had de.
figned him to be, to fll up the angelic chair, and fup-
iy the pluce, from whence he (Satan) had falien, he
wipht be made to fall alio Hke him, eand, in a word,
be made a devil like himielf.

This convitces ws, that the devil has not Tofl his
notaral powers hy his fill; and onr learned commen-
tator Mr, Pool is of the fame opinion ; tho' he pran,
that the devil has loft his moral power, ar his power
ol do'n;z good, whichbe cannever recover,  Fide Mr.
Piol upon A x'x, 16, where we may particularly ob-
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ferve, when the man poileffed with anevil fpieit faw
upon the feven fous of Sceva the Jew, who would have
exareized them inthe name of Jeius, withot the am.
thority of Jolus, or without fath inbin, He Aiw on
them, and matered them, (o that they flad our of the
hoois frooy the davil, conguersd, naked, and wound-
ed 1 Bar ot this power of the devil Tthull fpeak by iticlf,
la a word, and to fum up all the devil's Roey from
his firlt expullion, it [tands thus: For fo MANY years
as were between his full and the creation of man, the?
e have no memoirs of his particular affiirs, we have
realon to believe he was without any manner of em.
ployment; but a certain tormenting endeavour to he
always exprziling his roge and enmity aguioft heas
ven ;b ocall it tormenting, beciule ever difappointed ;-
every thoughratout it proving empty ; every atlempe
tawards.it abortive ; l=mving him oaly light encughs
ta fee il more and more reafon to defpair of fuccels;
and that this made his conditien fill more and more
anhell chanit was hefore,

After & fpace ot duration in this mifery, which we-
have no light given us to meafore, or judge of, he at
length dilcovered the new éreation of man, &s above ;
upon which he foon fiund matter to fet himlell to
wortk, and has been bulily employed ever fince.

And now inlesd there miny be room to fuzgelt a
ucal hell, und tie confinement. of fouls {made cors
reptand degeaerate by him) to it, asa place ; tho'
he hiwfelf, 25 s ltill apparent by his a@tings, is not yet-
confived to it, OF this hell, its locality, extens, di--
mepfions continvance, and nature, as it doss-not be-
bang to'Satan's Intory, I have @ ood excufe for fay-
ing nothing, and fo put off my meddling wit) that,.
which £l would meddle with, I could 1y ncthing off
to the P'ﬂrpg&,
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C HA R VI

OF the poaver of thedevil ar the time of the creatie o
thiraverld ; avbether it bas ot been fariber frevyik.
emed and limited fince that time ;. and avhat fhift and

Sfratagems be i obliged to make ufe of to compafi
his defigns apow mankind.
UNNING men have fabled, and tho" it be with.
outeicher religion, authority, or phyfical fonads.
tion, it may be we may like it ne’er the worle for that;
that when God made the [lars, and all the heavenly
luminaries, the devil, to mimiec bis Maker, and infule
hiz new ecreation, made ecomets, in imitstion of the
fix+d flars; boe that the compefition of them being
combuflible, when they came to wander in the abyly,
rolling by an irregular ill grounded motion, they tosk
fire,-in their approach to fome ol thefe great bodis
of fume, the fzed Bars; and being rhos kindled (ke
afire work unikilfully let off) they shen took wild and
excentric, 28 allo different motions of cheir own, oul
of Satan’s diredlion, and beyond his power toregulae
ever alter,

Let this thought ftand by iofelf, it matrersaot f
our purpole whether we believe any thing ofit, orng;
*tis encugh to our cafe, that if Satan had any foch
power then, he huis no fuch power now; and that
leads me to inguire into his more recent limitutions,

1 am to foppofe, he and all his accomplices, being
confounded at the difcovery of the new ereation, and
racking their wits to find out the meaning of it, had
at laft (no matter how) difeovered the whole fyftem,
and concluded, asFhave fuid, tharthe creatore, calied
man, was to be their fucceflor in the heavenly mun-
fionis ; upen which I fuggeft, that the firll motion of
hell was to defiroy this new wark, und, if poflible, to
overwhelm it, '

But when they came to make the attempt, they
found their chuins were not long encugh, and thit
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thiey conld not iuh theextromes of the fyllem s they
had nn power either to break the order, or to ftop the
martion, dillacate the parts, or confonad the fituation.
of things ; they traverfed, no doubt, tie waole work,
vifited every flar, landed upon every.lolid, and ial'cd.
upon every iloid, in the whole fchems, to - lee Wikt
mifchicf they could do.

Upan a long and full furvey, they came to th s point
in their inquiry, that, in hart, they could do nothing
by force ; that they could mot difplace awy part, an-
milulate any atom, or deftroy wny lifs; in the whale
creation 3 bot that as Omnipotence. had created it, fo
the fame Omnipotence had armed icac all peints againik
the utmolt power of bell 3 had made ths (mallel crea.
ture in it invalnerable, as to Satuny lo that without
the permiflion of the fame power which had made hea-
wen, and eonquered the devil, he could do nothingrac
all, as to deftroying any thing thet God had made,
no, not the little duninutive thing called man, whom
Satan faw fo much reafon to hate, us beingcreated to
fucceed him in happmeds in heaven,

Satan found him placed out of bis power to hurt, or
out of his reach to tooch 1 and here, by the way, ap-
pears the fecond conquelt of heaven over the dewil 5
that having placed his rival, as it were, jut before
his face, and thewed the hateful fight to kim, he faw
writien upon: his image, Toueh him if yoo dare,

It cannot be doibted, but, had it notbeen thus, man
#s fo far from being a match for the devil, that ene
of Satan% leall imps-or angels: eonld dellroy all the
raceof them iu the warld, ay, world and all, in & mo=
ment.

As he is prince of the power of the air, taking the
air for the elementary world, how-ealily cauld ke, at
one blaft, Fweep all the firface of the earth, ioto the

“fea’s or drive weighty immenfz furges of the ocean
over the whole plain of the earth, and deloge the
globe at osce with a form ? Or how calily could hs,
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who, by the fitnation of the empire, mull be foppafel
able to manage tie [on s, draw them dp in 1u:!1p;u
fition a fhould naturally prodece theonders amd light-
Hings, canle thoft igntnmgy to blall tie earth, dalk
in pisces all the buildings, buri wllthe populons towns
and cities, and lay walie the waorld ? :

At the fanye time he might comimand fiited qiintis
ties of (ublimated @ir to burtt gut bl the bowels ol the
earth, and overwiieim and [wallow up, in the open:
ing chafms, all the inhabitants of che plobe,

Iha word, Satan, leftto himfell as i devil, and t
the power which by virtue of nis feraphic origmal he
mult be vefted with, was ableto have made devililh
work in the world, if by a fopsrior power he was nat
reftrained.

But thers s no doubr, at leall to me, but thatwith
his fall from heaven, as he loft the re@itude and ygla!
ry of his angelic narure, 1 mean his innocence, fu/he
loft the power too that he had before 4 and thaywhen
he firlt commenced devil, hereceived the ehuing ofres
firaint too, as the badge of his-apolaly; viz. a gese
ral prohibition to do any thing to the prejadice of
this Creator, or to aft any thing by foree or vioiene
without fpecial permilffion,

This prohibition was not fent him by a mellengen,
or by an order in writing, or proclaiined from heaven
by a law ; bot Satan, by a fran_e, invifible, and e
acconntable impreflion, felt the rellraint within himy
and at the fame time that his moral capacity was ntd
taken away, yet his power of exerting that capacity
felr the reltraine, and lefthim unablz to do, even what
he was zhle to do at the fame time.

I maks no qusftion but ths devil is finfihle of this
rellraine; thar s to fay, notasit is a reflraineonly, of
as on effcd of his expulfion from heaven; bugasit
prevents his capital defign amainll mun, whom. for the
reafonl have giv«m alresdythe entertains a mortal bas
tredo', and woald defirpy withall his heart ifhemight;
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mird therefore, likea chaine ! maft'F, we find him often.
times muking an hortld hellilh clamoenr and noife,:
barking an | hnwlirg,:nd*.rugh:ing the people letting:
them know, that, if be was loafe, he wanld tearthen
in picees 3 but at the fame time bis very fury fiikes:
s chain, which lews them know, o their fatisfadtion,
ke can only bark, but cannet bites

Some are of opinion, that the devil is notreltrained
fs much by the luperior pawer of his {overeign ands
maker; but thae all his milder meafures with men are
the cifeét of a politieal fcheme, and dons uphn muturs
deliberation 3 that it was refolved to wét thos, in the
great council or'p——=t of devils, called npon this ves
ry occafion, when they Brit were mnformed at the créas
tion of man and efpecially when they confidered:
what kind' of creature he was, und what might pro-
bahly be the reafon of making him g viz. to fll wpthe
vicancies in heaven; I fay, that then the devils re-
folved, that it was'not for their interelt to full upon
Wi with fory sndrage, and' fo deitroy the fpecies,
for that this-won'd be no benefit at all to thea, fnd:
would only caule another onginal ninn to be created;
for that they kaew God could, by the fame omnipo-
tence, lorm as muny new fpecies of creatures as he
pleafed; and, it he theuglc fr, createthem in bea-
weir too, out of thereich of devils, or evil rp‘rriti; and
that, therefore, to defiroy man- would no way anfw:r
their end.

On the other hand, cxamining fridly'the monld of
this new made creature, and of what materials he was
frrmed ; how mized up of a narure convertible and
pervertitile; capatle indeedt of infitite exccllence, and
confequently of etirnal filicity; bot fuljed bkewile
to corruption and degeneracy, and conlequently to e-
teraal mifery 3 char, inflzad of Geing feto fu,iply the
places of Satan and his rejestad tribe (the cxpelled
anpele) in heaven, and filfiayg op e throncs or ftalls
in‘the celaltial chair, they mighe, if they could but be
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brought into crise, become a race of rebels and trak
tars like the refts and fo come at lalt to keep them)
company, as well in the place of eternal mifery as
the merit of ir, and, ina word, becowe devils ins
fiead of angels §

Upon this difcovery, ¥ fay, they fonnd it infinitely:
more for the interell of Satan’s infernal kingdom, toh
go another way to work with mankind, and feeifit
were poflible, by the firength of their infernal wie
and countels; to lay Fims inare for him, and by lome
firatagem to bring him 1o eternsl ruin and mifery.

This beingthen approved.as their only method (andy
the devil fhewed he was no fool in the chaies), he
next refolved, that there was no time to be loit ; that
it was to be fet about immediately, before the race
was multiplied, and by that means the work be not
made greater only, but perhaps the more diflicult tes,
Accordingly the diligent-devil went inflanily aboutit
agresably to all the fiory of Eve and the [erpent, 85
before; the belicf of which, whether hiftorically or
allegorically, s notatall oblleafed by this hypothefis,

1.do not affirm, that this was the caf= ar frcd, be-
ciule being not prefent in that black divan, at lealt nop
that I know of (for whe knows where he was, or was
not, in his pre-exiftent Rate {) I cannot be pofitive in
the refolve that pafled there; but except lor fome ve-
ry little contradiétion, which we find in the facred
writings, I fhould, | confefs, incline to helizve it hil
torically ; and 1 fhail fpeak of thofe things which &
call cantradiftions to it more largely herealter,

In the mean time, be it one way or other, that is'to
fay, cither Sitan had no ppwer to have proceeded with
man by viclence, and to have defiroyed him 25 foon as
he was mades or that he had the power, but chole i
ther 10 proceed by other methods 1o deceive and de
baoch him; T fay, be it which yon pleafe, Tam 0l
of the opinion, that it really was niot the devil’s bufi-
fele to dellroy the fpecies; -that & would have beea
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nothing to the purpole; and no advantage at all to
him, if he had dopeit; for that, us above, God could
immeadiately have created anothes fpecies to the fine
end, whom he cither tould huve made invelaerable,
and not fubje@ to the devil 5 power, or removed him
out of Satan's reachy placed him out of the devil's
ken. in heaven, or fome other place; where the devil
could not come to burt him 3 and that therefore it is
infinitely more his advantage, and more foited to his
reab defign of defeating the end of man's ceeation;
debwach him, and make a devil of him, that he miy
be rejeéted like himfelf, and inereafe the infernal king-
fom and company in the lake of milery in wternum.
It may be true; for asght 1 know, that Satan his
not the power of deftcu@ion put into his haad, and
that he cannot tuke away the life of a man: and ic
feems probable to be fo, from the fory of Satan aiid
Job, when Satan appearsd among the fons of Gnd, as
the text fays, Job i. 6, Now when God gave fuch &
charadterot Job to him, and afked him if he had con-
fidered his fervant job, ver. 8. why did not the de-
¥il go immediately and exerc his malice againft the
good man at once, to let his Maker {es what would
become of hisfervant Job inhis diftrefs 2 On the cofi-
trary, we lee he- only anfwers by (hewing the reafon
of Job’s good bebaviour; that ic was but tommon .
gratitode for the bl finyg and prote&ion he enjoyed,
wer, io. and pleading that if his eltate wus taken awiy,
and he was expolid as he (Satan) was, tobe begpat
and a vagabond, guing to and fro in the earth, and
walking up and down therein, he (hould be avery de-
il tap like himfelf; and curfe God to his-face:
Upon this, the text fitys, that Godanfwered, ver 1T,

@ Hehald, wli that be hath is in thy power.” Now ic
is plain here, that God-give np Job's weslth dod e-
flate, nay, his family, and the ves of his children und
fervants, into the devil's power § and acenrdingly, like
4 trize mereiled devil, as he is; be deltroyed them alls,
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he moved the Sabeans o fall npon the oxen and the
affes, and carry them off ; he moved the Chaldeinite
{all upon the camels and the fervants, to carry off the
the firft, and murder the lalt; he made lightning flafh
upon the poor fheep, snd kill them all ; and be blow. |
ed his houle down upon his poor children, and buried
them ail in the ruins

Now here is (1.) afpecimen of Satan's good willte
mankind; and what huvock the devil would: make i
the world, if be might; and here is a teflimeny tos, |
that he conld not do-this withour leave 3 fo thay | e
not but be of the opinien he has fome limitations fome
bounds fet to his natural (ury; a certain namber of
Yinks in his ehain, which he cannot exceed, or, in 2
word, that lie cinnot go a foot beyond his tether,

The fame kind of evidence we have in the golpd,
Math. viii. 31. where Satan coold not {o much aspof
fefs the fithielt and meansit of all creatures, the fwing
till he had afked leave 5 and that (Lill, to (hew his good
will, as foon as he had gotten lesve, he huiried them
all into the fex, and chosked chem; thefe, 1 fay, i
fome of the reafons why 1 am not willing to fuy, the
dewil is not yelirained in power s  Bat, on the othet
fide, we are wold of fo many milchievous things 1ht
devil has dope in the werld, by virtue of his dominiot
over the elemei.ts, and by other tellimanies of his pow-
er, that 1 do not ksow what to think ofit; thoengh
upan the whals, the firftis the lafell opiviony for if
we fhould beiieve thelall, we might, for sught | know,
be brought, like the American Indinns, o warflip his
at lalk, that he may do vs no harm.

And pew 1 have named thole peosls in America, ]
confels it would o o great way in favour of Satin'd
generofity, as well as in wllimony of his power, if we
might believe all the accounts which indeed authos
are pretty well agreed in the truth of ; namely, ofth
mifchiels the devil does in thole countrics, where his
dominion fzems to be gltaoiithed 3 how he uies tosme
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when they deny him the homage he cliims of them
@s his doej what havock and combufion he makes a-
mong them ; and how beneficent he is (or at lealt va.
gative in his milchiels) whenthey appeafe him by their
hellilh facrifices, :
" Likewile we fee a telt of his wicked fubtlety in his
management of thole dark nations, when he was more
inmediaicly worlhipped by them; oamely, she mik-
ing them be icve, that all thein pood weathor, ruins,
dews, and kind influences upon the earth, o maks it
fruitful, were from him; whercas they really wers
the com non blelings of an higher hand, and came
not from him, the devil, but from: him that made the
devil, and made him a devil, or a fullen angel, by his
carfe.

But to go back to the method the devil took with
the Arik of mankiad ; ivis plain th: policy of hell wes
righr, though the execation of the refoives they tock
did not folly anlwer their cod neither ¢ for Sarn, fal-
tening upon poor, proud, ridiculous mother Eve, as L
have faid beiore, mads prefently a true judgment of
ber capacities, and of her temper; took ber by the
right handle, and, foothing her vanity (which isto this
day the fofteit place inthe head of ail thedex), wheed] -
ed her out of her fcnies, by prafing ber beauty, and
promiling to make her a goddels.

The toolifh woman yielded prefgutly, and thatave
are teld is the reafon wivy the tame method fo lirange-
Iy takes with all her pofterity ; viz that you are fure
to prevail with them, il you can but noes p:d’g.:d:
them that you believe that they are wicty and handiome,
for the devil, you may ablérve, never quits any: hold
he gets ;2 and, huviog once found a way info the h!dftl
lwiys takes caie to keep the door opzn, thit any of
bis sggente may enter after hing without agy mor: dif-
fi-uity: Hence the fame argument, elpeeially tie lalk
his 10 bewitching an influsace on the fex, that tirey
tarely deny you any thing, aftcr they ure butweik es
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nough, and viain enough, to aceept of the proifes yu
offer them on thathead : On the other hund, youan
fure they never forgive you the unpardonable crimeof
faying they are ugly or difagreeable 1 It is foggefied, |
that the frlt method the devil took to infinnate all
thofé fine things into Eve’s giddy head was by creep.
fug clofe to herone night, when fhe was #leep, ind
laying his mouth to her ear, whilpering all the fins
things to her, which he knew would fet her fancy o
t'p toe, and fo make her reccive them involuntarily
into her mind; knowing well enough, that when (he
had formed {uch idedsin her foul, however they came
there, fhe would never be quict till (he had worked |
them up to fome extriordinary thing or other,

It was evident what the devil aimed ar, namely, |
that fhe thould break in upon the command of God, and
fo, having corrupted Berfelf, bring the curle upon her-

_felf and ull the race, as God had threatened @ Buot why
the pride of Eve Thould be fo eafily ticked by the noti-

on of her exquifite beauty, when there then wasno pros
fpeft of the uleor want of thefe charme, that indeed

makes a kind of difficalty here, which the leardel
have not determined,  For, .

3. If fhe had been as ugly as the devil, flie higd no-
body to rival her ; fo thar the need not fesr Adam
thould leave her, and ger another miflrels,

2. IF the had been as bright and as beaueiful 2530
angel, fhe bad noother admirer but poor Adami
and he eould have no room to be jealons of her
orafraid fhe (hould enekold im; fo that, in lors,
Eve had no fuch occafion for her beauty, nof
could {lhe make anyu(z of it to 1 bud parp de, or
toa poad; and therefore T belicve the devil, wha
is too cunning to do any thing that Agnifies no-
thing, rather tempted her by the hape of inereab
irg her wit, than her beanty,

Brt to come back to the method of Satan's tempting

ber ; wiz: by whifpering to her in her floep s It wud
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cunning trick, that is the truth of ity and by that
means he certainly fet her head 2 madding after deifim,
and to be made a goddefss and then backed it by the
futle talk he had with her aftsrwards,

Lam the more particular upon this pare, beeanfs,
bowever the devil may have becn the firil that ever
pradifed it, yer T ean affre him the experiment has
been tried upon many 4 woman fince, to the wheed.
ling her cut of her modelty, as well as her limplicity 5
and the cunning mien tell s &ill, thar if FOU €uni come
4t 2 woman when the is in a deep flecp, and whifper
to her clofe to her ear, (he wiil certainly dream of the
thing you fay to her, and fo will a man too,

Well, be this {0 to her race or not, it was, it feems,
fo to her; for the waked with her head filled with
pleafing ideas, and, as fome will have it, nnlawful de-
fires; fuehas, tobe fure, (he had neverentermined be-
fore : Thefe are fuppofed to be farally infuled in her
dream, and foggelied to her waking foul, when the
organ ear which canveyed them was dozed and infen-
fible ; Rrange fate of fleeping in Paradife ! that whers.
as we have notice but of two fleeps there, that in one
& woman fhould go out of him, and in the other the
devil thould come meo her,

Certainly, when Satan firlt made the attempr npon
Eve, he did not think he thould have foealily congisr-
ed ber, or have brought his bufinefs al.ont foon
the devil imfelf conld not have imagined Th= hould
have been o foon broughe to forget the command giva
en, or at lealt who gave it, and have ventured 1o teaf
grels againlt him, and made her forgzt, that God had
Yold her, it (hould be death to her to tonchis ; and, a-
bove all, that fhe (honld afpire to be as wife as him,
who was [0 ignorant before, as to believe i was far
fearof har being like himfelf that he had forbid it her,

Well might fhe be fiid to be the weaker vellzl,
though Adam him(=If had Jittle enough to fay fir his
being the fronger of the two, when he was over-pers
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fuaded (if it were done by perfodlion) by his witet
the fame thing.

And mark how wife they were after thay had euten,
and whut fools they had both atted like, even to me
agather: noay, even all the knowlege chey attained !
by it, was, for aught Liees only. th kniow. that thy |
were [ools, and to be fnfible both: of fin and fm:
and fee how fimply they «&ed; I tay, upon their ki
wing comunitted the crime, and being detelled init: ‘

' View them to day converling with their God,
¢ His image both enjoy’d and anderftond; |
¢ To.morrow fkulkiog with a fordid flighy, E |

¢ Among the bufbes, from the Infinite,
¢ psif chatpower wasblind, which gave them fight;
« With fenfelefs labour tagging fig leafl vells,
* To hide their bodies from the fighe of beafls,

* Hark | hew the fool pleads faint, for forfcit
¢ Firff he reproaches heav'n, andighen Ms wifes
* The woman which thon gav'R, asif the gift
¢ Could rob him of the Hitle realon lefes
¢ A wezk pretence to (Lift his early erime, |
¢ As if accufing her wonld excufe him ; |
¢ But thus encroaching crime dethrones the fenft
* And intercepts the heav'nly inflaence;
¢ Detanches reafon, mukes the man a fool,
¢ And ruras: bis adtive light to ridicule.s

It moit be confeflad, that it was an unacesontsb?
degeneracy, even of theit common reafoning, whet
Adam and Eve both fell into upon the firll commitiag
the offence of talling the forbidden fruivs if that w4
their being made as Gods, it made but a poor upper
ance i its fir i coming, to hide their nakednefs wha
there was nobody to fre them, and cover themf:®
ampng the bufthes from their Maker ¢ Bat thus itk
and this the devil had bromght them tos and v
might he, and all the clan of hell, as Mr, Mii
biings them in, lavgh end trinmph over the man il




ter e hlow way gii“n.' 45 havinp fo e oufl q.
ed and deluded them bath, s Breg ¥ abaf’

Bag here, 1o be fure, began the devil's new kinga
dom; as he hadnow (educed the two firll creatures, he
was pretey fure of luceefs upon all the race; and
therelore prepared to atack them aifo, as foon as
they came on ; nor was their increafing nuultitade any
difeonragement 1o his atte npt, but jofi che contrary ;
for e had agents enongh to employ, if every man and
waman that fheuld bg born was 1o want a devil 1o
wait upon them, feparately and fingly to ieduce themsy
whereus fom: whole pations have been fich willing
fubjsfls 1o him, that one of Lis teraphic imps may, for
anyht we koos, have been enough to goide a whola
country; the pecple being entirely laljedted to his go-.
vernsent for many ages, as in America, for example,
where fumie wiil hive it, that he conveyed the fril in«
hubitents; atdzafl, if he did not, we don’c-well know
who did, or how they gor thither.

And how came all the communication to ke foin=
tircly cut off between thenations of Europeand Afri-
e, fram whence America mult certainly hive besn peo.
pled, or elle the dovil mult have done it indeed ? [ fay,
how cung the communication to be fo intirely cot off
between them, that except the time, whenever it was,
that pesple did at firlt reach from one to the other,
none ever came back to give their friends any account
of their fuceels, or invite them to fellow? - Mar did
they heur of on= another afierwirds, as ws have reas
fon to think: $2id Satan politicdlly kesp them thus a-
funder, lef news from heaven thould reach them, and
fo they lhoold be recovered wut of his government ?
Wi cannot tell how to give any other rational account
of it, that a nation, nay, a gaarer of the world, or,
as: fome wi'l have it to/be, haif the glo'e, fhoold be
peopled from Europs or Afsica, or both, and nobady
ever g afrer them, or come back from them, nabove
three thoulund years afeer,
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Nay, that thofe countrics fhonld be peopled whey
there was no navigationdin ufe in theke pars of the
world, no fhips made thavcould eapry provifions ¢-
nough to fupport the people that failed ia them, hot
that they mult have been Rarved to death before they
conld reach the thore of Americay the fzery from o
rope or Africa ip any part (which we have known na-
vigation to be pradifed in) beingat lealt 1000 wils,
and in moft places much more,

But as to the Americans, let the desil and them a-
Jope to account for their coming thither; this we ure
certain of, that we koew nothing of them fur many &
hundred years; and when we dig, when the dilcovery
+4vas made, they that went from hence found Satin ja
a full and guict poflellion of them, ruling them with
an arbitrary governmnet, particular to himielf: He
had led them into a blind fuljefion to himfi, my,
I might call it devotion (for it was il of religia
that was to be found among them); worthpping har-
rible idos in his name, 40 whom he direfted humn
facrifices continually to be made, till he deluged the
conntry with blood, and ripened them up far the df-
trudion that followed, from the invafion of the Sp-
niurds, who he knew would hurry them all ourofthe
world as falt us hie (the devil) himielf could defirs of
them.,

But to go backalittle to the original of things: I
is evident that Satan has made a muoch bert=r market
of mankind, by thus lubtly attacking them, and brieg:
ing them to break with their Maker as he had donz
before them; than hecould have done by falminating
upon them at frlt, and fending them all out of the
world at once; for now he las peopled his own dos
minions with them s sndtho’ a remnant are (parched,
as it were, out of his clutches, Ey the agency of invin:
cible grace, of which T am not to difcourft n this
piace, yet this niay be faid of the devil, without of-
fence, that he bas in fome feafe casried his point,
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afid, as it were, forced his Maker to be fatished with
a part of mankind, und the lealt pirt too, inflead of
the great glory he would have broughe to himfelf by
keeping them all in s fervice, ’

Mr. Miton, as 1 have noted above, brings in the de ?

viland dil hell wich him, making a fou de fope for the'
viftory Satan obtained over one filly woman, Todeedl
it was a piece of fuccels greater in its confequence
than in the immediite appearance ; nor was the con -
queil (o complete as Satan iinfelf imagmed to make,
fince the promife of a redemption ot of his hands,
which was immediitely made ta the man, in behalf of
himfelf and his believing polterity, was a great difap-
pointment to Satan, and, as 9t were, foutched the beft
part of his viftery ont of his hinds,

Tt is certain, the devils knew what the meaning of
that promife wis, and who was to be the feed of the
woman, nameély, the incarnate Son of God; and that
it was a [econd blow to the whole infernal body; bue
as if they had refolved to let thar alone, Satan went
on with his bufinels ; and ae he had introdiced crime
into the common parent of mankind, and ticrehy fe-
cared the contamination of blood,. and the defcent or
propagation ol the corcops feed, he hag gothing to da
but to aflil nature in timg to come, 1o carry on its
own rebellion, and ad itfelf in the brealts of Eve's
tainted pollerity s and chat indeed has been the devil’s
bufinets ever fince his firll victory upon the kind, to this
day.

1'Il;liis fuccefs in this part has been fuch, that we fee
upnn innumerable occialions a general defedtion has
followed ; a kind of taint upon nature, call it what yon
will, a blalt upon the race of mankind; and were it
not far one thing, he had ruin=d the whols famiiy; I
fay, were it not for onething, namely, a fel:Ged com-
pany or number, which his Maker has refolved hs
{hall not be able ta corrupt, or, if he does, the fending
the promifed feed Thall recover back again from him,

E
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by the power of ireeliltible gfrace 3 which number thas
le@ed or cleded, call it which we will, are [lill to
fupply the vacancies in heaven, which Satan’s defedis
on has lefcopen; and what was belore hlled up with
ereated feraphs, is now to be reiftored by recovered
fuints, by whom infinite glory is to accrue to the king-
dom of the redecmer.

This glorious eltablithment has robbed Satan ofall
the joy of his viclory, and left him jult where he was,
defeated and difuppointed; nor does the poffellion of
all the myriads of the fons of perdition, who yet fome
are of the opinion will be fnatched from him toa ac
laft; 1 fay, the poffefion of all thele makes no amends
to hims for he is fucha devil in his natore, that the
envy at thole he cannot feduee, eats out all the fisif
fadion of the mifchief he has done in fed ucing all the
reft; but | mufl not preach, fo I return ta things a4
much needfal to know, though lefs fulenn,

CH AP  IX

Qf the progrefi of Satan in carrying on his conguell o
ver mankind, from the fall of Eve to the deluge.

Doubt, if the devil was afked the queflion plainly,
he weould confels, that after he had conquered Eve
by his own wicked contrivance, and then by her afil-
ance had brought Adam too (like 3 fool as he was)
into the fime gulph of mifery, he thought he had donz
his work, compalfzd the whaole race, that they were
now his own, and that he had put an end to the grand
defign of their ereation; namely, of peopling heaven
with a new angelic race of fouls, who, when glonified,
fhinld muke up the defe@lion of the holt of hell, that
kad becn expunged by their erime; in a word, thit
h= had gotten a better conqueft than if he had de:
firoyed themall,
But, in the midlt of his conqueft, he found a check
put to the advaptuges he cxpefted to reap from bis

g

o
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viflory; by the imuediate promife of gracs to a part
of the poficricy of Adum, who, notwithfanding the
fall, werete ba parchafed by the Mcffuh, and frstch™d
ent of his (Sawan's) hunds, and dver‘whom ke coufd
make no finul conquelt; o that his power met with a
new lhioitation, sad thacfilch, as indeed fu-II}- difap®
pointed him in the main rhmg e asimed at; viz, | p:-

|
~
ﬁ"w 1
J

venting the beatitudes obmankind; which were thus |

fecursd (and what i the numbers of mankind weredp-
on this account increafed in fueh a manner, thit the
felected nomber (honld, by length of e dmount to
juit as many as the whole raes, had they ubt fallen,
would have amounted to fn 2l {1} ¢ And thos, indéed,

the world may be fiid 1o be vpheld and mﬁhnnﬁ
for the fike of thafe few, fince, wil their number
can be enmpleted, the creation cansat full, 20y arore
than thar without them, o bot- for them, It wun!d
nothave Road,

But leaving this (peculation, and Aot Baviag inquirt
ed of Satan what he has to-fay on-thet-fabj:& let us
go back to the antedilovizn world 1 The devil] ro bs
fure, gained his pont upon Eve, and in her npon all

her race:: Hedrew her into lin 4 gother turned oug

of Paradile, and the mun with her: The nexh thing

was to godo work with her pofterity, and partp:alu-—

Iy withiher two fons Cain-and Abel.

Adam, having, notwithftancing his: fdl, repenl::d
very lincerely of bis fin, receivsd thepromife of re-
demption and pardony with an humble, but believing
hearts charity bids usdugpels that he lad 2 very reli-
gious and fober life ever after 3 and, efpecially in the
firft part of his time, that he brought up his children

very foberly, and gave them all the nee: flury s,dran-
tages ol a religions edoeation, ﬂn udu;-
b,.‘pah

tion into the warld, that hl:

thar Eve h!::mﬁ: afifled to hm.ﬁ.].l her pluae ﬁd dl:- |

gree.
Their two eldelt fons C:lm nnﬁ)-: :-\‘&d heir

Eﬂtﬁ
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apparent to the p_.-uriut'chal empire, and the other heie
prefumtive, I fuppofe alfo, lived very fober and reli-
gious lives; and as the principles of natural religion
dittated an homage and fubje&ion due to the Almigh-
ty Maker, as 20 acknowlegement of his mercies, and a
recognition of their obedience; fo the receivel vfage
of religion diftating, at that time, that this hamngt
was to be paid by a {icrifice, they ¢ither of them
bronght a free-will offering to be dedicated to God
refpedtively for themielves and families. i
How'it was, and for what reafon; that God had re-
fpe@t to the offering of Abel, which, the learned fay,
wag a lamb of the firfllings of the Hock, and did not
give any tellimony of the like refpeé to Cain, and his
offering, which was of the fickfruits of the earth, the
offerings being equally (uited to therefpedtive employ-
ment of the men, thatis not my prefent bufinefs; bat
this we find made heart burnings, and raifed envy
and jealoufy in the mind of Cain; and at that door
the devil immediutely entered ; for he, who, frem
the beginning, was very diligent in bis way, never
flipped any epportunity, or mifled any advantages,
that the circumfances of mankind offered him to do
nrifchief, 5
What fhape or appearance the devil took up to en-
ter into a converfation with Cain upon the fubjed, that
authors do not take upon them to determine; bot it
is panerally fuppoled lie perfonated fome of Cain's font
ot grand{ons to begin the difconr{e, who artacked theic
father, or perhaps grandfather, upon this oceafion, in
the following manaer, or to that purpale 1
4. Siv, I perceive your majelty (for the firlk race
were cerdinly sl monarchs as great as kings, to theic
idymediate polerity) to be greatly difturbed of late;
Yeur countenanatis :hmg:d, yournohla chear fulned,
the glories of yaur face, are frangely funk and gm:t.'
and you are not the' man you ufed to be.  Pleale your
majelly to commynicatz yonr griefs to us your chil-

§
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dren; you may he fure, that, if it be pollible, we
would procure yau relief, and- reftore your delizhts,
the lofs of which, if thus yon gor nato-fubje® yout-
felf to too much melancholy, will be very Lurtful to
you, and, in the end, deltroy you,

Cain. It is very kind, my dear children, to fhetw
your relpe@ thus to your true progenitor, and to offer
your affiftunce « F-confefs, as yon fay, my mind is op-
prefled and difpleafed ; but, though it'is very heavy,
yet I kaow niot which way to look dor relief ; for the
diflemper i above our reich, no core can be found for
it on earth,

D, Do not fay fo, Sir ;7 there can be nodifeale fore
on earth, but may be cured on carth ; if it be 2 men'-
tal evil, we have heard that your great anceflor, the
Brill father of us all, who lives (bl on the great welt.
ern plains towards the fea, is the oracle to which all
his children By for dire&ion in foch cafes as are ont
of the reach of the ordinary underflanding of man-
kind; pleafe you to give jeave, we will take & journcy
to him, and, reprefenting your cafe to him, we wiil
bear bis advice, and bring it to you 'with all fpeed,
for the eale of your mind,

Gain, 1-know not whether becan reach my cafe or
o

D+ Doubtlefs he may; and, if not, the labour of
our journey is nothing, when placed in competition
with the eafe of your mind ; it is but a few days tra-
vel loft; and you will not be the worfe, if we fail
the defired (necefs,

Caig. 1he offer is flial, and Iaccept your affedtis
onate concern for me, with a jult fenfe of an obliged
Rarent; go then, and my blefling be upon you: Bat
alas! why do 1 blefs ? can he blefs whom God has
not blafind ! I

L. O ! Sie, do not fay fo ; has not God blefs'd yon ?
are you not the fecond fovercign of the earth ! and
does bie not converie with you face to face? are- notv

Egj
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you the eracle to all yourgrowing pofierity, and, next
after his fovereign imperinl majelty lord Adam, pa-
triarch of the werld ?

Cair, But has not God rejefted me, and refoled to
ecmverfe any more with me, while he daily favonrs and
copntznances my younger brother Abel, as if here
folved to fet him up to rule over me?

B, No, Siry that ecannot be, you cannct be diftarbed
at fuch a thing 3 is not the right uf‘fnu:r:ignty yours
by primogeniture ¢ can God himdelf take that away,
when it is onee given ? are you not Jord Adam's eld-
efifon § dre not you the felt born glory of the creati-
on! and does not the government defcend to yoa by
ths divine right of birth and blood ?

Cain. But what does all that fignify to-me, while
God appears tofavour and carefs my younger hrother,
and to fhine upen him, while a black dejedtion, and
token of dilpleafurs, furrounds me every day, and be
€0¢s not appzar to me as he ufed to do ?

4. And what need your mujelty be coneerned at
that, if it befo ? if he dees not appear plealied, you
have the whole world to enjoy yourielf in, and allyoor
numerans and riling pofterity adore and honour you;
Wha: need thole remote things be any difturbance o
you ?

Cain. How ! my children, not the Favoor of God
be valued! yes, yes, in his favour is life; what cn
all the world avail without the fmiles and countenance
of him thatmade ic? |

D. Doubtlefs, Sir, he that made the world, and
placed you at the head of it all, 10 govern and dired
ity has made it agreeable; and it is able to give yu
a full fatisfaftion and enjoyment, if you pleale to con-
fider iv-well, though you were never to converfe with
him- all che while you live in i, .

Cain. Youare quite wrong there, my children, quite
wrong,

D, But do you net, great Sir, fee all your childrs
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as well as us, rejoicing in the pleaty of all things?
and are they not compldtely happy, and yet they know
ittle of that great God? He fildom converfes among
usi we hear of him wdesd by your fige advices, and
we bring our offerings to you for him, as you dircft’s
and when that's done, we cojoy whatever our hearts
defire; and (i doubtlels tnay you iu #n abusdant man-
mer, if yourpleaie, |

Cairn. But yoor felicdity is wrongr placed then, or you
fuppole that God is pliafed and farisfed in that your
offerings are (ronght to me; but what weald you
fay, if you knew thapGod is difpizaled 2 that he does
not accept your off:rings ? thit when'1 facrified to him
in behaif of yiu all, He rejefed my oferings, though
1 brought a princely gifr, being of the finelt of the
whear, the choiceit and earlieft fruits, and the fweet-
elt of the oil, an offéring fuited to the giver of them
=il )

D, Butif you offered them, Sir, how are you fure
they were not accepted {

Cain. Yes, yes, | am fure ; did not my brother A-
bel «ff-r, acthe fime time, & lamb of bis flock ? for he,
you know, delights in cattle, and eovers the monn-
gatns with his herds: over him, all the while he was
facrificing, a bright emanation fiose chearingand ea-
Jivening, a pledge of favour ; and light ambicut flames
played hovering in the lower air, s if attending his
facrifice; and, when ready prepared, immedintely-
defeended, and barut op the Aelh, a fweet odoriferons
favour afeending to him, who thus teltified his mecept.
anee; whereas, oyer my head, a black clond; mifty,
and diltil ing vapour, hang dripping upon the humble
altar 1 had raifed, and, wetting the fincltand choiec(t
things 1 had prepared, foil=d and deficed them; tha
wood, unapt to burn by the moifture which fell, fearce
received the fire | bronght to kindle it atid cven then,
ruther fmothered and choaked, than kindled inton

E 4
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flame ; in a word, it went quite our, without confums
ing what was brovght to be offered up,

D, Let not our truly reverenced lord and father be
diffquieted at all this ; if he uccepts not what you bring,
you are difcharged of the debt, and. need bring no
more ; nor have the trouble of fuch kahoured collee.
tions of raritics any more; when hé thinks bt to re-
qiire it again, you will have notice, no quellion, and
then it, being called for, will be accepted, or elle why
{hounld it be required ?

€ain. That may indeed be the cale, nor do I think
of attempting any more to bring an offering ; for I ra-
ther takeit, that 1 am forbidden for the prefent; but
then, what is it that my younger brather trinmphs ind
and how am 1infu'ted, in that he and his boufs are
all juy and triomph, asifthey had fome great advan,
tage over me, in cthat their offzring was accepted whes
mine was not

D. Does be trivmph over your majelty, our lord
and fovereign ! Give us but your order, and we will
go and pull him and all bis generation in pieces; for
ti triumph over you, who-are his elder brather, isaa
horrid rebellion and treafon, and he onght to be e1-
p:lled the fociery of mankind,

Cain, Lthiok {o too, indeed 3 however, my dess
children, and faithful {ubje&ts, though [ accept your
affer of duty and fervice, yet Twill confider very well,
before 1 take up arms againft my brother ; hefides,
cur foversipgn father, and patriarchal lord, Adam, be.
ing yet alive, it is not in my right to. a& offenfively
without his command,

D. We are ready therefore:to carry your petition
'ﬂ"_hil‘ﬂ- and doubt not to obtain his licence and com-
miflion too, to impower you to do yourfelf juflice ups
oa your younger brozher; wha, being your vaffi, or
at leaft inferior, 25 he is junior in birth, infults you
upon the fanfied opinion of having a lirger (hare.in
the divize favour, aad receiving a bleMing on his fa-
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erifices, on pretence of the fame favour being denied
you

Cain. 1 am content: go then, and givea jult ac-
count of the ftate of our affiirs,

D. We thall foon return with the agrecabls anfwer;
let not oor lord and father continge fad and dejeded,
but depend upun a fpeedy relict, by the afiltance of
thy nuwerous iffue, all devoted 1o thy interelt andfe-
licity.

Gain, My blefling be with- you in your way, and
give you a tuvourable reception ac the venerable tent
of our univerful lord and father;

Note, here the curfed race being fully given up to
the diredtion of the evil fpirit, which foreacly pofleil-
ed them, and [welling -with rage-at the innocent A~
bel, and his whole family, they refolved npon forming
a molt wicked and dereitable lie, to bring about the
advice which they had already given their father Cain
a-touch of y and to pretend, thar Adam, being judly
provoked at the undotiful behavioor of Abel, had
given Cain a commiffion to chaftife h m, and by torce
to cut-him off, and all his family, as guilty of rebelli- -
on and pride.

Filled with this mifchisvous and bloody refnlutinng
they came back to thewr father Cain, after flaying =
few days, fuch as were-[ufli-tent to make Cuin helieve
they had bean at the fpacous plains, where Adam
diwelts the fame which are now called the blefl=d val-
leys or the plaine of Mecea in Arabia Feliz; near the -
banks of the Red Sea.

Note here allp, that Cain having receiveda wicked
bint from thele men, his children and fehjséts, as bes
fore, intimating that Abel “had broken the laws of
prvmopgeniture in his behavione towards him (Cain)j -
and that he might be jufltly poaithed for it; Satan,
that cunning manager of all our wayward palizagy
fanned the fire of envy and jealouly with his ntmolt
fkill all the while bis other agents were ableat; and -

Egs
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by the time they eame back had blown itup into fach
an heat of fary and rage, that it wanted nothing but
air to make it burn out, asit foon afrerwards didinz
furious Aume of wrath and revenge, even (o blood and
dellrudion.

Juft in the very critical moment, while things food
thos with €ain, Satan brings in his wicked inftra.

fenits, o5 #f juft arrived with the return of his meliage

frum Adum, at whole court they had been for or.
ders; and thus ‘they, that is, the devil affuming 1o
fpeak by them, approach their father with an air of
folemn, but chearful favisfa&ion at the fuccefs of their
embaily.

D, Hail, fov'reign, revirend, patriarchal’lord! we
€ome with joy to render thee an account of the fuc-
cefi of our mellage,

Cuin. Have you then feen the venerable tents where
dwell the heaven born, the angelic pair, to whom all
human rev’rence highly due, is-and ought alwaysie
be humbly paid?

D, We have,

Cain. D'd you, together with my grand requefi;’a
jult, and Fuw ble homage for me pay, to the great fire
and mother of mankind ¢

D we did.

Cain Did you in humble langnage reprefen the
gricfs und anguith which oppreis my foal? .

D We did, and back their bicfBngs to thee bring,

Cain, 1 hope, with humbleft figns of filial duty,
you took it for me on your bendiny knees ?

D We did, and had our thare ; the patriarch, Fift-
ing up his hunds to heaven, expreffed his joy to fee bis
fpreading race, and blcfed us all

Catr. Did you my folemn melFige too deliver, my
irjurics impartially lay down, and due ifiitance and
dirediion erave?

D, We did,

Caix, What fpoke the oracle 2 he's God to mej
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what jult command d'ye bring ! what's to be done ?
am I to bear th' mfulting jonior's rage # and meekly
fuffer what nujuflly he, affronting primogeniture, snd
laws of God and man, impoted by his pride univffera.
ble? Am I to be crufhed, aud be no more the firlk
born fon on earth, bot baw and kneel to bim?

I Forbid it; heaven ! as Adam oo forbids, whe-
with jultize Gnd: like, and peculiar 5 ijured pareats,
Abel’s pride refents, and gives his high command to-
thee 1o punith,

Cain, To punith? fay you, did he nfe the word,
the very word ! am | cowmiffiened then te punilh A-
Bl 2

D Mot Abel only, but his rebel race, as they, alike:
in erime, alike are joined in ponithment:

Gaim, The race indeed have fhared the merit with:
him; how did they all infole, and with a (houe oferi-
vmph mock my forrmw, wien they faw me from my'
facrifice dejefted come, as if-my difappointment was-
their joy ?

D: This roo the venerable prinee vefenrs 3 and to-
preferve the race in bounds of laws fubordinate and
limited to duty. commands thac this firil breach bs noc*
padled by, led the precedent upon record flaad to fu-
tire times tencourage like rebeliion.

Gain. And is-it-them my-low reign parent's will 2

D It is his will, that thou his eidelt lon, hisinage,
his beloved, fh-uld be maintained; m all‘the rights of
fov'reignty derived to thee from him ;. and not e left
expofed to injory, and power ufurped, but (hould do-
thyfelf julice on the rebel race.

Cain. And o 1'will ; Abel thall guickly know what
s to teample on his elder brother; fhall know that
he's thas fentenced by bis tather ; and I'm comnifii-
ooed hut to execute his high command, his fentence;
which is God’s ; and that he falis by the hand of hea-
venly jullice,

§o now Satan bad done his work, he had deladed

E &
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the mother to a breach againf the firft and only come
mand ; he had drawa Adam into the fame fnare; and
pow he brings in Cain prompted by his ownrags and
diluded by his (Satan's) craft, to commit murdén
nay, & fratricide; an aggravated murder,

Upon this he fends out Cain, while the bloody rage
was in its ferment, snd, wickedly-at the fame tme,
bringing Abel, innocent, and fearing noill, jult in his
way, he fuggells to his thoughts fuch wordsas thefz:

Look you, Cain; fee how divipe juflice eoncuns
with your father's righteous fentence 5 fee, thert's 'r.iiff
brother Abel dircéted by heaven to fall intothy haads
unarmed, unguarded, that thon maylt do thyfelt jok
tice upon him without fear; fee, thon mayf kil him;
and, if thoo haft-a mind to conceal it, no eyes can ise,
or will-the world ever know it, {o that no relentment
or revenge upon thee, or thy polterity, can be appre
hended, but it may be faid fome wild beall had rent
him; nor will any one faggeft; that thon, his brother
and luperior, could poffibly be the perfon,

Cuin, prepared for the fa& by his former avowed
Fage, and refolution of revenge, was-fo much the lef
prepared toavoid the inare thus artiully contrived by
the malter of all fubtlety, the devil; fo he immedi-
#tely runs upon his brother Abel, and, after a lintle
uparmed refiftance, the innocent poor mas, expefting
no fuch mifchief, was conquered and murdered; aftsr
which, as is to be fuppofed, the exalperated crew of
Cain s outrageous race over-run all his family and
heuthold, kitling man, woman, and child

1t is objefted here, that we have po authority o
feripture to prove this partof the ftory ; but Ianiwer,
it is not likely but that Abel, as well as Cain, being
at man’s eftate long before this, had feveral children
by their own fifters; for they were the only wen i
the world who were allowed the marrying their owa
filters, there being no other women then in the world
and s we pever read of any of Abel's polterity, itis
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likewile as probable they were all murdered, as thac
they thould kil Abel only, whofe fons might immes
diatcly {all wpon Cainfor the blood of their father,
and (0 the world have been involved 1o u civil war as
foon as there were two families in ik

Bog by it fo or not, it is oot doubted. the devil
wrought with €ain inthe horrid muarder, or he had
never done ic; wheher it was diveétly, or by agents,
iz not material, nor is the later unlikely ; and, if the
later, theo there is no improbability in the fory ; for
why might not he that made uf of the ferpent to
tempt Eve, be as well {fuppoled to make a ool of fome
of Cain's fons or grandfons to prompt him in the
wicked attempt of murdering his brother? and why
mulk we be obliged to bring in a miracle, or an appa-
rition, into the:{tory, to make it probable that the de-
vil had any hand in it, when it was [p. natural toa
degenerate race to a& in fuch a manner?

However it was, and by whatever tool the devil
wronght, it is certain that this was the conizquence,
poor Abel was butchered ; and thus the devil made a
fecond conquelt in God's creation; for Adam. was
now, as may be {aid, really chiidlefs; for histwe fons

‘were thus far loft, Abel was killed, and Cain wascoch,
and driven outdrom the preience of the Lord, and his
race blafted wich im, ;

It would be an ufeful inguiry here, and worthy our
giving an account of, could we come to a ter:_ain:y in
it namely, what was the mark that God fet upon

Cain, by which hewas kept from being fullsn.npon by
Abel’s. triends or relations ¢ but as this does not be-
long to the deyil’s biflory, and it was God's mari, net
the devil's, T have nothing to do with it here.

The devil bad now: gained his potnt; the kingdom
of grace, fb newly credted, had beon as it wers extindt
withunt a new creation, had not Adan and Eve bezn
alive, and had not Eve, tho' now 136 years ﬁtl.-lﬂr'r.'!ﬂﬂ
2 breeding young lady ; fur we muffuppols the wo-
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men, in that Rateof longevity, bare children till they
were feven or eight hundred years old ¢ this teeming
of Eve peopled not the world fo much as it rellored
the blefled racey; for, tho' Ahel was killed, Cain had
a numerous offspring prefently, which, had Seth (A«
dam’s third [on) never beenborn, would {oon have ras
plenithed the world: with people, foch as they were;
the feed of 3 murderer, curfed of God,. branded with
a mark of infamy, and who afterwards fell all toge
ther in the vaiverfal ruin of the race by the deloge,

Bor, after the murder of Abel, Adam had another
fon born, namely, Seth, the father of Encs, and in
detd the futher of the holy race , for, during hist me
and bis fon Enos, the text fays, that men begin to
call on'the name of the Lord; that is to fay, they be.
gan to look back, vpon Cain; and his wicked racey
and, being conviaced of the wickedhels thev had com.
mitted, and led their whole polterity into, they began
to fue to heaven for pirdon of what was palt, and o
lead a new fort of life.

But the devil had met with too much Toceel in his
Arft atternpts, not o go on with his general refolution
of debauching the minds of men, and bringin: them
off from God ; and therefore, as he kept his hald tpan
Ciin's'curfed race, embroiled already in bload and
murder; fo he proceeded with bis degenerate offipring
till, in = word, he brought both the holy feed, and the
degenerate race, to join in one wniverfal confent of
ctime, and to go on in it with {ach agoravarn: cir.
eumflunces, as that it repented the lard that he had:
made man, and he refolved to overwhelm them apuin
with u general deliruftion, and clear the world of
them.

Thie fucceflion of blood in the royal original Hae of
Adam is preferved in the fucred hiftories, and brotight
dawn as low as Noah and his thrée fons, for =@ con.
tinw'd feries of 140 years, iy fome, 1 Gyo-fay others;
in'which time fin fpread itfclf fo generally thro* the
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whaole race, and the fons of God, fo the feriptore calls
the men of the rightesus-feed, the progeny of Seth,.
came in unto the danghters of men, thatis; join'd
themfelves to the cerfed race of Cuin, and married
promifeunully with them according to their fancies,.
the women, it feerns, being beautiful and tempting §
and tho' che devil conld not mitke the women hand.
fome or ugly in one or other tomilics; yer he might.
work up the guit of wicked inclination oo either fide, ,
fo us to make both the menand women temptiag and
agreeable tooneanother, where they ought notto have
been for and pechaps, as itlis often tcen to this day,
the more tempting for being nader legal reftraint,

It is objeéted here, that we do notfind in the ferip-
ture, that the men and women of either race were at
that time forbidden intermarrying with one another §
as it is troe, that litzraliy ic is not forbid : But if we
did not fearch ratherto make donbrs than tocxpliin
them, we mizht [uppoleit was lorb ddes by fome pars
ticular command at thit timey feging we may reafo=
mably allow every thing to be forbidden, which they
are tux'd with a crime in committing ; and as the fons
of God taking them wives, as they thought fireochoote,
tho' from umeng tie daughters of the curfed race, i3
there charg'd npon them as a general depravation,
and a great crime, and for whicn, "tis faid, Ged even
repented that he had made them, we need go no fir-
ther to (atisfy curfelves, that it was certainly forbid-
den,

Satan, no doubt, ton had an hand in this wicked-
pels 3 for as it was bis bufinels to prompt men to do
every thing which Gad had prohibited, fo the reafin
given why the men of thofe days did this thing was,
they faw the dubgniers of men, that is; of the wicked
race, of forbidden fort, were fair; he templed them
by the luit of the eye ; and in 3 word, the ludles were
beaotiful and agreeable, and the devil koasw huw to
make ufe of the allurement ; the men Lked and teok



e The HIS'T O R Y

them by the mere diredtion of their fancy und apps
tite . without separdicp the tupreme prohubitiont
They ook them wives ot all whick they chole, or luch
ae they lik’d wo choof=,

Bu: the textadds, thar s promifenons generation
went farther than themere cutward crime of it ; for
it fhew'd, thav the wickednefs of the heart of man
was greut before Cad, andthat he relented it = Lo fhoct,
God perceiv'd a degencracy or defedt- of virtoe had
feiz'd upon the whole race; that there was a general
corruption: of manners, & depravity of nature upen
them; that even the holyleed was tainted with it;
that the devit had broken in npon them, and prevail'd
toa great-degree ; that not only the pradtice of the
age was enrrapt, forthat Ged could eafily have re
firain'd, but that the very heart of man-was debauch'd,
bis defires wholly vitiated, and his fenfes engapg'd in
it; fothat, ina waord, it became neceflary to [hew the
divine difpleafure, not in the ordinary ‘manner, bet
juadpment, and reproofs of [uch kind as ufually re
claim men, but by a generabdefirndtion to fweep them
away, clear the earth of them, and por an-end to the
wickednels at once, removing the offince and the of:
fenders all together 5 this i fignified ac large Gen. vk
5+ Cod faw that the svickedrefi of mawm awvas great in
the earth, and that every imaginatizu of the thoughts of
bis beart avas only evil continaally, And again, ver.
11y 82, Thecarth alfo awar corvupt before Gsod ; and
theearth noar filled suith viclence,  And God looked

wpon the earth, and, bebold, it noar corrupt ; for all'

Fefh tad eerrupted bir nuay wpen the carth, |

Ie mull be conlefs'd it was 2 ftrange congquell the
devil had made inthe antediluvian warld, that he hud,
aal may fuy, bronght the whele race of mankind ins
toageneral revolt trom Gsd: Noah wasindesd a greach-
er of righteouinels, and he had preach'd abour j00
yeare to as little purpole as molt of the good mini-
flers ever did s for we do not read there was ong pua

|
|
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canverted by him,. or at lealt not one of them lefr
for that at the deluge there was either none of them
alive, or none (par'd but Noah, and his three fons,
and their wives; and aven they are {’tis evident) re-
corded, not {o much to be fav’d for their own good-
nefs, bat becaule they were his fons: Miy, withont
breach of charity we may conclude, that at lealt one
went to the devil even of thofe three ; namely, Ham
or Cham, for trinmphing in-a brutal manner, over his
father’s drunkennefi; for we find the {pecial curfe
reach'd to him, and his pofterity for many ages; and
whether it went no farther than the prefent fate of
life with them, we cannot teld,

We will fuppofe now, that thro' this whole 1508
years, the devil, having fo effe&ually debanch’d man-
kind, had advanc'd his infernal kingdom to a prodis
gious height; for the text fuys, the whole earth was
filled with violence: Ina word, blood, murder, rape,
robbery, oppreflion and injullice, prevail'd everys
where ; and man, like the wild bear in the foreit, liv’d
by prey, biting and devouring one another,

At this time Noah begins to preach.a new do&rine
to them ; foras he had before been a preacher ot righ-
teoufnels, now he becomes 3 preacher of vengeance;
firlt he tells them they. (hall be all overwhelm'd with
a deluge, that for their fins God repented they were
made, and that he would deiiroy them all.; adding,
that to prevent the roin of himif:if and family, he
refolv’d to build him a fhip to have recourie 1o when
the water (hould come over the reft of the world,

What jelling, what (corn, whar contempt, did chis
work expole the good old man to for ubove oo years
for fa lony the work was building, as aucient anthors
fuy: Let uvs roprefent to ourielves in the maoft lively
manner how the witty world ac that time behaved to
poar ald Noah; huw they took their svening walks
to fee what he was domg, and paflzd their judgment
upes il, and upon the progrels of ic; Liay, torepres
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fent this to ourfelves, we need go no farther than to
«onr own wiktici{ms upon relizion, and wpon the mol
folemn wylteries of divine worlhip; how we dagn
the ferious for euthufisfls, think the grave mad, and
the fober melancholy ; call religion itfelf Flarur and
Hyps; make the devont ignorant, the divine mer.
ceniary, and the whole fcheme of divinity a frame of
prielterait; and thus no doubt the Building an ark
or boat, or whatever they called it, to floar over the
mountains, and dance over the plains, what ‘conld it
be bat a religious frensy, and rthe man that fo bofied
himfelf, a lunatic ? and 2l thisin an age when di-
vine things ¢ame by immediate revelation into the
minds of men ! The devil mult therefore have made
afirange eonquelt npon mankind to obliterate all the
reverence which but a little before was fo firangely
impreflzd upon them concerning their Maker.

This was certainly the height of the devil's king-
dom, and ‘we fhall never find him arrive to foch 2
pitch again ; he was then truly and liverally the uni-
verful monarch, nay, the God of this world; and, a8
all tyrants do, he governs them with an urbitrary ab.
folute fivay ; and had not God thought fit to give him
a writ of ejedtment, and afterwards drown him ont
of poffffion, I know not what woula have been the
cafe; ‘he might have kept his hold, for aught 1 know,
till the feed of the woman came to bruile his hedd,
that iz to fay, cripple his government, dethrone him,
and depofe his power, as has been fafilled in the Mcf
fizh

Bot as he was, | foy, drowned oot of the world, bis
kingdom for the prefent wis at an end; atlealt, if he
had'a dominion, he had oo fobj-&s; and as the crea.
tion wis in a manner rerewed, fo the devil had 2l
his work to do over agiin: Unhappy man! how has
he, by his weak refiltance, made the devil®s recoveriog
bis hold tos eafy to him, and given bhn all the ad-
¥antages, except as befure excepted, which he had bes
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fore?  Now twhether he retired in the mean time,
and how he got footing again afrer Noah and his fa-
‘mily were landed upon the new furface, that we come
MexL toinquire,

G HAP. X

_ﬂfﬁr devil's fecond kingdom, and bonw be got footing
in the remewsd world by his viftory sver Noah and
&is race, '

HE flory of Niah, his bui'ding the ark, hisem -
barking himfclf and all natore's Rock fora nvw
world on board it, thelong voyage they wook, and the
bad weather they met with, the' it would embellifls
this work very well, and ‘coms in'very much to 'the
purpole in this place ; yct as it does not belong tothe
devil’s flory, forl cannot prove what fome fugeell 3
viz. that 'he was in the ark ameong the relt; 1Ry, Tor
that reafon T mufl bmit it. .
And now having mentioned Satan's being in the
ark; as I fay, F cannor prove it, fo thercure, T chink,
fome good reafuns o believe he was not there: Firlt,
1 know no bufinels he had there; fecondly, we read
of no mifchicf done there, and thele joined togethes
make me conclude he was ablent ; the laft I chief-
ly infift upon, that we read of no mifchicf done there;
which, if he had heenin the ark, would certainly have
happenéd; and therefore I fuppole rather, that when
he faw his kingdom diffolved, his fobje@sal: ingulph-
ed in an incvitable ruin and delolation, = fght foita-
ble enough to him, except as it might unk ng h'm for
a time. [ fay, when he faw this, he took care to (peed
himfelf wway »5 well as he conld, and muake his ré-
treat to o place of fafety: where thae was, 1% T0 more
difficult to as, than it was to him.
It is fuggelted, that as e is prince of the power of
the air, he retired only into that region. I is molk
zational to feppofe he went no farther on many ac.
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counts, of which I fhall fpeak by.and.-by: Herelle

ftaid hovering in the curth’s atmofphere, as hehasef. |
ten done fince, and perbaps now doesy or, if the a
mofphere of this globe was affected by the indrang
of the ahforpticn, @s fome think, then he kept himikif
vpon the watch, o fee what the event of the new
phanomenon would be ; and this watch, where-sver
it was, I' doubt not, was as near the earth as he could
place himfelf, perkaps in the atmofpher= of the monn;
or, in-a word, the neat place of retreat he eould Rad,

From hence | took upon me to-infift, that Satan hu
not a more eertain knowlege of events than we; Ly,
he has not a more certain knowlege | that he mayhe
able to make ftronger conjefiures, and more ratiosl |
conelofions from that he fees, Iiwill not deny; and
that which he moil ovtdoes us in is, that he fees more
to conclude from than we can.j buat | am fatished be
knows nothing of futurity more than.we can feebyoh
fervation and inference; mor, for example, did be

Jpow whether God would re peopls the world any
mure or no.

I muft therefore allow, that he only waited to fie
what would be the evene of this Arange erpption of
water ; and what God propcfed to do with the ark,
and all that was in ir,.

Some philofophers tell us, befides what T hinted s
bove, that the dewil could have no retreat in the earths
atmofpnere; for that the air being wholly condeald
Mo water, and having continuaily poured down it
fireams to deluge the earth; that body was become o
fmull, and had fuffered fuch convu!fions, that there
was but jult enough air left to furround the warer, or
ag might {erve by its preffure 1o preferve the petusl
pofition of things, and fupply the creatures in the ark
with a purt to breathe in,

_ The atmolphere indeed might fuffer fome firange
and tinvatural motions at that time, bur not (1 beliers)
to that degree ; Bowever, Lwill not effcy:, that theee
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ceuld be room:in it, or is now, for the devil, much lefh
for ull the numberlefs legions of Satan's hoft: bue
there was, and now certainly is, fuﬁ:imtfpnu to re-
ceive him, and a fufiident body of his troeps for the
bufinefs he had for them at thac time, and that ises
nough to the purpole; HIEthtﬂr:h':.amm'ph:re did
fuffer any particular convu!fion an that occafion, he

might make his retreat te the atmofplicre of the o,

or of Mars, or of Yenos or of any of the other planeesy.
fer he that is prince of the air coold notwane rerreats -
in fiuch a cafe, trom whence he might watch forithe
ifaz of things; certainly he did nor go far, - becaufe
his bnfinefs lay here, and be never goes out of his
wiy of doing mifchief, : .

In particular, his mare than ordinary concern was,
tafee what would become of the ark s He was wile e=,
netgh doonbtlels to fee, that God, who had direded,
its making, nay, even the very firuéiure of it, would
certuinly take care of it, preferve it vpon ithe water,
and bring it to fome plice of fafecy or other ; thoupgh
where it fhould be, the devil with all his conning conld
not refolve, whether on the fame furface, the waters
drawing off, or in any othsr created, or to be created
place s and this ftate of uncertainty being evidently,
his cale, and which proves his ignorane: of futaricy,
it was his bofine(s, I {1y, to watch with the utmolt vi=
gilance for the event,

Hithe ark was (45 Mr, Buroet thinks) gnided by
two angels, they oot anly held it from foundering, or
being fwallowed up, in the water, hot certainly kept
the waters calm about it, efpecially when the Lord
brought a firong wind to blaw oyer the whole globe,
which by the wiy was the ficll, and, I foppofe, the ons
Iy mniverful ltorm that ever blew; for to be rlII-F'E it
blew over the whdle furface at ence; I fay, if it was
tha goided, to be fure the devil faw it, Iml _‘-l'ﬂt with
eovy and.regree, that he eould do it no injury for
doubtlefs had it been in the devil's power, s God had
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drowned the whole race of man, except what wasiy
the arky he would have taken care to have dilpaiched
themtoo; and fo made an end of the creation at oace;
but cithier he was oot impowered to go to the ark, o
it -was fo wel guarded by angels, that, whea he came
pear it, he could doitnoharmt So it velled at'length,
the waters abating, on the monntains of Araratinr-
menia, or fomewhere elfe that way, and where they
fay a piece of the keel is remuining to this day; o
which kowever, with Dr.———, T fay, I believe not oo
word:

The ark being fafe Janded, 'tis.rea fonable to beliere

Moals prepared to goon lhore, as the feamen callin
foon. as the dry lind bogan vo appear; and here you
maftallow me to fuppolt Satan, tho' himfelf cloathed
with-a clend; fo 85 not to bie feen, camec immediately,
and;perehing on the roof, fuw all the heavenkept hoal-
Hold fafely lanided, and all the hofl of Hving ereators
difperfing themlelves down the fides of the monntiin,
as the fearch of their food, or other propecoccallons,
dire@ted them,

This fight was enough'; Satan was atno lefiwocon-
clode from hence, that the defign of God was to re
people the world by the way of ordinary generatian,
from the polterity of 'thefe eight perfons, withuat
creating any new {pscies,

Very well, fays the devil ; then my advantape orer
them, by the foare I Taid for poor Eve, is geod Hll;
and Tam now jult where T was after Adam’s expuliin
from the garden, and when | had Cain, and his ract
to go to work withy far here is the old expunged cor-
rupted race Rills as Cain was the objedt then, o Ma-
ah is my man now ; and if T do not maller him oo
way or another, | am miftaksn in my mark. Pardoa
me for making a fpeech for the devil.

Moah, big with a fenfe of his late condition, and
while the wonders of the deloge were frefh in his
mind, fpeat his fiell days in the eclafies of his fovls
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giving thanks, and praifing the power that had been
his protedion in and thro' the fiood of waters, and
which had in fo miraculous a maaner fafely landed
him on the fueface of the newly difcovered land; and
the text tells us, a5 one of the firit things he was em-
ploysd im, * Hc builc an altar unto the Lord, and:
** offered burot offeringsupon the altar,” Gea, viii, 20,

While Noah was thus employed, he was {ife, the
devil himfelf conld no where break in upon him s and
we may fuppole yery reafonably, as he  foond the:
old father invulnerahle, he leit him for fome. years,
watching notwithllanding all peflible advintages a-
guinit his fons, and their childeen ; for-now the fis
mily began to increafe, and Noah’s fons had feveral
children ; whether himfelf had any more ehildren af-
ter the flood or nct, that we are not arrived to any
certainty about.

Amaong his {ons the devil found Japhet and Shem,
goud, pious, religious, and very devour perfons 3 fepy-
ing God daily, aiter the exumple of their goad old fi.
ther Noah ; and he could make siothing of them, orof.
any of their pollerity ; but Ham, the {econd, or; accord-
ing to fome, the younger fon of Noah, had afon; who
wis named Canaan, a lools young profligate fellow 3
his education was probably but curfory and fuperficial,
his father Ham not heing near fo/religious and: feri-
ous & man as his brothers Shem and Juphet were; and,
as Canzan's education was defedtive, o he proved, as
untaught youth generally do, a wild, and, in fthort, 2
very wicked fellow, and: confequently a Bt vool for
the devil 1o go.to'work with. :

Noah, a diligeat indultrions man, being with all his-
family thus planted in the rich fruitfol plaios of Ar-
menia, or wheresever you pleafe, let it be mear the
mbuntains of Caucdfus or Ararat, went immedistely
* towork, cultivating and improviag the fbil, increafing
his catele and paftures, fowing corn, and among other
things planted trees for food ; and among the fruic
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trees he planted vines, of the grapes whereof he made,
0o doubt, as they {lill in the Mme country do make,
moit -éxcellent wine, rich, loftious, firong, and plea-
fant, :

I canmot eame into the notion of ‘our critics, wha,
to excafe Noah feom the guilt of what fn:wih:l'!;.'::n‘.i1 or at
lealt from thecenfure, tell us, he knew not the flrength
or the nature of wine; but that gathering the heary
cluiters of the grapes, and their own weight crafhing
out théir ‘balmy joices into his hand, he tafled the
tempting liquor ; and that, the devil a-ﬂ'i["ﬁug, he was
charmediwith the delicions fregrance, and t u’redugazu
and again, prefling it out intoa bowl, ar difh, that he
might take & lacge qoantity ; ¢l at length the heady
froth afcended, and leiz:d his briain ¢ he becams in-
texicated and druak, notin the lealt imagining thert
was any f{uch firength in the juice of that excellem
fruit,

But to make oot this flory, which iz indead veryfa-
vourable For Noah, but in itlelf extremely ridiculons,
you muflt neceflarily fall into fome abfurdities, ad
beg the queltion mol egregioudly in fome partcular
cafes 3 which way of arguing will by no means fup-
port whac is fegpefled; at et you molt fuppolethers
was no {foch thing a5 wine- made belore the deluge,
and that nobedy had besn ever made drunk with the
juice of the grape before Noshy which, 1 fay, is bege
ping the queflion in the greffelt manner,

If the contrary is troe, as | (ee no reafon to queli-
on; if; 1 fay, it was true, that there was wins drank,
and that men were or had been dennk wich ic, before;
they caonot then but inppofe, that Moah, who was 2
wife, a great, and a good man, and a preacher of
righteouinels, both kne w ofit, and without doubt had,
i his preaching agaioft sheir crimes, preached againk
this among the refl, upbraided cthem with it, reproved
them for it, and exhorted them againft it,

4gain, "tis highly probable they had grapes grow:
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ing, and confequently witice made fram them, in the
antediluviin world ; how elfe did Nedh come by the
vines which he plantsd !  For we are to fiippofe, he
could plant no trees or thrubs, but fuch as be foand
the roots of in the earth and which no doutt had been
there before in their highetl perfedlion, and confis.
quently grown up, and brnugh': lorch the fame M.
{cions fraic, before. ] ' 4

Befides, as he found the roots of the vines, o ha
underftood what they were, ®nd what fruit they bore,
or elfe it may be fuppofed alio he wonld nor have
planted them ; for e planted them for their fruft, as
he did it in the provifion' he was making for hic fub
filtence, and the fu-fitence 'of his Family; and if ha
did not know what they were, he would nor have [
them ; for he was not planting for diverfion, but fap
profit.

Upon the whole, it feems plain to m=, he knew what'
he did, as well when he planted the vines, as wien he'
prefled cut the grapes; and alin, when he drank the
joice, that he 'i:_utw it wils wine, was llrong, and would
make him drunk, if he took enongh of it 1 He fnew
that other men bad been drunk with fach liquar be-
fore the Aood ; a@nd that he had reprehended them (o
its and therefore it was not hisignorance, bot the de.’
vil ook him at fome advantage, when bis appetire was
eager, or he thirlty, and the liquor cooling and plea-
fant; and in fhort, 4s Eve [uid, the ferpent begnled’
Her, and (he did cat, (o the devil begailed Noak, and
did drink; the temptavion was too ffrong for Noah,
not the wine; he kiew well ensugh what be did, bat,
a¥ the drunkards: lay to this day, it was 16 good he’
eould not forbear i, and’ fo he got dronk before he'
was aware; or, as our ordinary fpeech exprefies it,”
he wis overtaken with drink; and Mr Pool, ind o-
ther expofitors, are partly of the famemind,

No [ooner was the poor old man conguered, lﬂd:tﬁd
wine had lighten'd his head, but it may Le fuppafed”

F
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and his grandfon Canaan, having drawn him into it,
kept him in it, encouraged and prompted it, and alf
the while, Satan {ill pmm"pting them, joined theip
froffs and contempt of him, with their wicked endea.
vours to promote the wickedneéft ; and both with ag
much fuccefs as the devil himfel! could with for,

! Then, as for his two fons modeftly and decently co-
wering their father, they teil us, thar reprefents Shem
and Japhet, applying themfelves io an humble and
dutiful manner to thelr father, tointreat and hefeach
him to’ confider his antient glory, bis own pions ex-
hertations to the late drowned world, and to confider
the offence which he gave by his evil courfesto God,
end the feandal to his whole family ; and alfo that
they are breught in effe8ually prevailing wpon him
and that then Nouh curfed the wickednels of Ham's
degenerate race, in tellimony of his fincere repes-
tance after the fadt,

The flory is not fovery unlikely asit is certain that it
is not Lo be proved, and therefure we had better fake
itas we find it, viz, for one fingle a& :  But fuppalz
it was fo, "tis flill certain that Noah's preaching was
fadly interrupted, the encrgy of his words fartencd,
and the force of his perfunfions enervated and abated,
by his thamefal fall; that he was effedtuslly filenced,
for an inftrudtor ever after: and this was as much a3
the devil had occalion for: and therefore indeed we
vead little more of him, except that he lived three
hundred and fifty years after the food ; nay, we do
not fo much as read, that he had any nore children,
but the contrary ; nor indeed could Noah have any
more children, except by his old and perhaps fuper-
apnuated wife, whom it was very likely he had foor
or five huPdred years, unlels you will fuppofe he was
allowed to marry fome of his own progeny, dangheers
or grand-danghters, which we do not fuppofz wasal-
lowed, nonot to Adam himfelf, .

This was certainly @ mafier picce of the devils po-
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licy, and a fatal inflance of his unhappy diligence,
viz, that the door of the ark was no [ooner open, and:
the fuce of the worla hardly dry froun the univerful
dediraflion of mankind, bot he was st work among
them ; aiwd that noto ly to form a general defedtion
among the race, upon the foot of the original taint of
nature, bu: like 4 bokd devil he llrikes ac the very root,
ahd fies at the vext peneral reprefentative of man.
kind, attacks the head of the family, that in his mils
carriage the rife and preogrels of a reformation of the
new world lhould recive an early check, and fhould
be at once prevented; | fay, Jike a bold devil, he
feikes ut the roat: and, ales ! poor unhappy Noahl
he provad woo weak for him ; Satan prevailed in his
very firll attempt, and got the vidtory over him at
once. .

Noah thus overcome, and Satan's comquslt carried’
on to the vimoit of his own wilhes, the devil had lic-
e more to do in the world for fome ages, than to
carcy on an univerfal depenecracy among mankind,
gnd to finith it by a like diligent application, in delud-
ing the gensralicy of the race, and themas they came
oo gradually into life; this he found the lefi difficult,
becanfe F che firlt defeltion, which fpread liks & cons
tagion upon the earth immediately aftery {

The fvit evicence we have of his fugeels in this
mifchievaus defign was in the building that great (tu-
pendous (taircafe, for fuch it feems it was intended,
called Babel, which, if the whole warld bad not been
drunk, or otherwile irfatuated, they would never have
undertaken; even Satan himfe/f conld never have pre-
wailsd with them to undertake fach a prepolflerous picce
of work, for it had ncither end or means, poflisility
gr-prababilicy m it X

1 muft confels 1 am fometimes apt to vindicate one
old ancefiors. in my thoughts, from the charge itfelt,
as we generally underitand ics namely, thatthey real-
ly-defigned to build a tower which {hould reach op

F: 3.
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excepted 3 when he blended the fons of God, and the
daurhters of hell, for fo the word is underflood, w.
gether, in promifcucus voloptoouns living aswellu
pencration,

As to the deluge, anthors are not agreed whether
it was @ difappointment to the devil or noj it might
beiadzed a furprizs to him ; for tho® Noah had preach.
ed of it for an hundred years together; yetashe (S
tan)daily prompted the people not to heed or believe
what that old fellow Noah faid to them, and to ridi
etile his whimfical building a monfirous tub to fwin
or foat in, when the Gid deluge thould come j ol
ams of the opinion he did not believe it himfelf; and
am pofitive he eould not forefee it, by any infightin
wo futarity that he was mafter of.

*Tis true, the altronomers tell os, there was  very
terrible cower feen intheair ; that it appearedior o
days before the Hood contioually ; and that as it ap:
pioached nearer and nearer every day all the while,fo
that at lalt it burlt and fell dowan in a contindal fpost
of [iceam of water, being of a watry fubftance, aad
the quantity fo great, thatis was forty days a falling;
fo thuy this comet not only. foretold the deluge ar
drowaing of the earth, but a&ually performed it, snd

- drowned it from itlelf,

But to leave this tale to them that told jr, let o
confider the devil, furprifed, and a little amazed, at
the abiforption or inundation, or whatever we ure 1o
call ir, of the earth in the defoge 3 not, 1 fay, thathe
was much concerned at it, perhaps juft the contraryy
and if God would drown it again, and as often ashe
thoughv fit, T do'not fee by sny thing I meet within
satan’s hilkory, or in the nature of him, that he would
be st all difiurbed ak ity all that I can fee in i, tht
could pive Satan any concern, would be, that all bis
favourites were gone, and he had his work to do over
again, to lay a foundation for a new conquelk in the
geoeration that was to come: butin this his profpedt
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was fair enough; for why fhould he be difcouraged,
when he had now eight people te work upoa, whe
met with ;I.'uch {yecels when he had bur two! And
why thould he guefion breaking in now, where na.
ture was already vituted and corroptad, when he had ¢
before canquered the fame nature, when in its primi-
tive reftitade and purity, jull co-ne out of the hands
of its Maker, and foriified with the awe of his high
and f{ulemy eommand jut given them, and the threa-
tening of death slioanpexsd to ir; if broken§

But I go back to the affair of Babel, this confufion
of langaags, or of eounfels, take it which way yoa will,

is the firlt difappointment that 1 find the devil met -

with, in all his attempts and pragtizes vpon mankind,
or u.on the new creatore, which I mentioned aboves
for now he forefaw what would follow ; namely, that
the people would feparate and I'prcad themielves
over the whale furface of the earth, apd a thoufand
new feenes of a@ions would appear, in-which he

therefore preparss himfeli to behave as he fhould fee -

occalion.

How the devil learned to fp¢9ck all lhe languages
that were now to be uled, and how many languiges

they were, the feveril antient writers of the devil’s
ftory have nat yet determioed § dome tell us they were
divided onlv-unto filteen, fome mm {eventy twn, others:
into one hundred and eighty, and others agamn into fe-
verzl thoalands, .

It alfo remainsa doubt with me, and, T fuppofe, will !

be fo with others alio, whether Satan his yet Tound
cut. & method to converfe with mankind, withooe
the help of language and words, or pot; lesing man
husno other medium of converfing, no not with him=
[elf: This I have not time to enter upon herey hows
ever, this feems plain to me; viz, that the devil fooa
Jearnsd to make mankind underftand him, whatever -
language he fpoke; and no doubt but he found ways -
Pg,
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and means to underfland them, whatever language
* they [poke.

After the confofion of languages, the people necel:
firily forted themflelves into families and tribes, every
fawily underltanding their own particnlir {peech, and
that only ;. and thefe familles multiplying grew into

“parions; and thofe nations, wanting room, and fek-
ing oot habitations, wandered fome this way, fume
that, ti | they found out countries refpedively propr
for their fettling ; and thers they became a kingdom,
fpreading and poflefling flill more and more larid as
their people increafed, till. at Jafk the whele earth wus
fearce big enovgh for them ¢ this prefented Satan with
an opportunity to break in upon their morals at ano-
ther door, viz. their pride ; for men being natorally
proud and envione, nations and trities began to jodll:
with one another for room ; either one nation enjoyed
hatrer accommudation, or Had'a betrer foil, or w mor:
favourable climate, than another ; and thelfe, being noe
merons and firong, theoft the other cut, and encroache
ed upon their land ; the other, liking their firsation
prepare for their defence 3 and fo began oppreffion,
invaficn, war, battle, and blood ; Sutan all the while
beating the drums, and his attendants clapping their
hands as men de when they fet dogs upon one and
ther.

The bringing mankind thus to war and confulior,
a8 it was the firlt game the devil played ufter the coo.
founding the languages, and divifions at Babel, [ it
was @ conquelt upon mankind, purely devilifh, boro
from hell, and fo exa@ly tin&ured with Satan’s origl:
nal fin ambition, that it really transformed men o
mere devils; for when is man transformed into the ver
ry image of Satan himfelf, waen is he turned into
a mere dewil, if it i not when he is Gghting with his
fellow ereatures, sud dipping his hands in the bload
of his own kind? Let his pifture be confidered, the
fire of hell fames or fparkles in biscyes; a yordcom
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fits upon his countenance ; rage and fary diliore
the muofcles of his face; his p @oms agitate his whole
body ; and he is metamorphoied from a comely beaus
teons angelic creature, into & fury, & jatyr, & terrible
aud frigheful moaulter, nay, into a devil; for Satan
himleliis deferibed by the fume word which on his ve-
Iy accountis ﬂhdtlgs.d Hito a [ub'lantive, and the devils
are called furics,

This fowing the leeds of [rifc in the world, and
bricging nations to fight and mike war upon one un~
other, wou'd take up a great part of the devil’s hillo-
ry, aiad abondance of extraordinary things would oe-
cur in relating the pariiculars; for there have beeny
very great conflagrations kindled in the world, Ly the
artifice of hell, onder this head, wiz. of making war 3
in which it has been the dewil’s mafter piece, and he
hus indecd fhewn himfelf a workman in it, that he
has whesdled mankind fnto flrange vnpatural notions
of things, in order to propagate and fupport the fight-
ing principl: in the world ; fuch as laws of war, fair
fighting, bebaving like men of honour, fighting at the
Jaft drop; and the like, by which killing and mur-
dering is anderftood to be jullifiable. Virtve, and =
trus greatnzfs in {pirit, is rated now by rules which
God never appointed ; and the Randard of honour i3
quite ‘differene from that of rfeafon, and of nature:
Bravery is denominated not from a fearlefs undaunted
fpirit in the jult defence of life and liberty, but froms
a daring defiance of God and man, fghting, killing,
and treuding under foot, his fellow creatires, at the
ordinury commaund of the officer, whether it be righe
or wrong, and whether it be in a jolt defence of life,
and our conntry's life, that is, liberty, or whether it
be for the fupport of injury and cppreffion.

A prudent avoiding cinfelefs qurrclsis called cows
atrdice, and to take an affront baleuefs, and meannefs
of fpirits to refule fighting, and putting life at 4 calk

on the pointof & I.'wnrd, a practice forbid by the laws:
Fé
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of God, and of sll gond government, is yet called
cowardice 5 and a man ¥ bound to die duclling, orlive
and be laughed at

This trumping up thefe imaginary things called
bravery and gallantry, naming them vivtue and ho-
nowr, is all from the devil’s new management, and his
fubtle influcnesg the minds of men to fly in the face
of vod and natore, and to aft againit their fenfes; nor,
but for his artifice in the management, coold it be pal-
fible that fuch ¢ nfitences could go down with:
muskind, or they could pafs foch ablord things amoag
them for reafoning; for example, A is found in bed
with B's wile; B is the perion injured, and therefore
offciided ; and coming into the chamber with his
fword in s bapd, A exclaims  loudly, ** Why, S,
 you wou't murder me, will you? As you are aman
¢ of honour, let me rile, and take my fword."

A very good (tory indeed ! fic for nobody-but the:
devil 1o put into any man’s head - put o itis, Bbe-
ing put in mind, forfonth, that he is a man of honour,
fia €s cack, and muft 28 the honourable part; fo he
lets A get up, put on his cloaths, and take his fword;,
thnlh:']f Gghe, and B is killed, for his honoar; wheres
as had the ‘aws of God, of nuture, and of realon, ta-
ken placr, the sdulterer and the adolireis thould have
been taken prifcners, snd carried befire the judge,
and, being t ken in the fadt, {hould have been im-
medistely ftntenced, he to the blo k, and {he to the
ftave: and the mnocent sbufed hulbind had no rea-
fon 1o hav: run any rilque of his life for being made
acuckaold,

But thvs has$ tanalufed thereafon of man; and if
a man docs me the greatefl i jury in the world, Imult
do myi:li juliice upon him, by venturing my life vp-
en #n even lay with him, and muil Gght him ppone-
gual bz rd, in which the i injured pecfon 18 as ofien
killed as 1! ¢ perion effering the injury: fuppole ow
it be in the fame cafe as above, a man abules my
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wifz; and then, to give m= [utisfadtion, tells me, he -
will fight me, which the French call doing mereafon; .
* No,Sir,fay I, let me lie with your wife oo ; and then,
i it you defire it, Linay fight you; then I am upon .
*t eyen terms with you.”"  But this indeed is the rea-
foning which the devil has brought mankind to at
this day: but o goback to the fubjed, viz, the devil
hl‘inging the nations to fall sot, and toquarrel for room
in the world, and fo to Aght in order 1o dilpoffeis ona
another of their fettlements : this began 4t a time
when certainly there were places enough in the world .
for every one to choofe in; and therefore the devil,
not the want of :lbow- room, muit be the occafion of -
its and 'tis carvied on ever fince, as apparently, from .
the (ame intereft, and by the fame original,

But we fhall meet with this part again very often in
the devil’s ftory, and as we bring him farther on in
the mantgement of mankind : I theretore lay it by for
the prefent, and come to the next lleps the devil took
with mankind after the confoficn of languages; and
this was in the affair of worlhip : It does not appear
yet, that even the devil was lo bold, as either,

1. To fer himl/f up to be worlhipped asa Ged; or,
shich was {litl worie,

2« To perluade man to believe there was vo God at
all to worlhip,

Both thele areintrodaced fince the deloge, one in-
deed by the devil, who foon found means to fer himielf
up for & God in many parts ol the world; und holdsic
to this day 1 bot tie Ll s brougnt in by theinvention
of man, in which it mutl be cont fFd map has out fin-
ped the devily foe, todo satanjuilice, heneverthought
it could ever pats npon mankiod, or that uny thing fo
grois wonld go down- with then; io that, in fhort,
thels mo ern catuills, in the reach of cur d.ys; bhave,

1 fay, out finned the dowil.

As then both thefe are modern iovendions, Satan -

went 0z gradoally; and, being to work upon bunaa
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mature by fratagem, not by foree, it would bave been
ton grofs to have fét himiell up as an ohjed of wor
thip at frclt; it was to be done fep by lep ; for ex.
ample,

&, It wis fufficiznt to bring mankind to a negleftof
Geod, to worlhip him by halves, and give linle or
no regard to his laws, and fo grow lool and
fimmoral, in dire@ contradifhion o h's commands;
this would not go down with them-atfirll ; fothe
devil went on gradually,

2, From a negligence in wﬂrfﬁ.ippinf_: the trae God,
he by degriesintroduced the worlhip of Rl Gods.
and o introduce thishe began with the foa, rwon,
and [lars, called in the holy text the holl of hea-
wen 3 thefe had greater majefiy upon them, and
feemed ftter to command the honvige of mic-
kind ; fo-itwasnot the harde(t thing inthe world,
to liring men, when they had once forgotien the
troe God, to embrace the worlhip of fuch gods a9
thole.

9. Having thus debiuched their principles in wor-
thip, and ltd them from the true and only objsd
of worfhip to a falfe, it was the eafier to carry
them on; foin afew gradations mare he brought
them to drownright idolatry ; and even in that
idolatry he proceeded praduoally voo; for he he
gan with awfol names, fuch as were venerable
in the thoughts of men, as Baal or Bel, which,
in Chaldiic and Hebrew, fgnifies lord or {ove-
reign, or mighty and magnificent ; and this was
therefore a name aferibed at firlt to the true
God , but afterwards they defeended to make i
mages and figures 1o reprefent him, and then
they were ealled by the {ame name, as Baal, Baa-
lim, and afterwards Bel; from which, by as
hellith degeneracy, Satan brought mankind toa-
dore every block of their own hewing, and to
worlhipping ftocks, flones, monfiers, hobgebliss,
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and every fordid frightfal thing, 2ndat laft the
devil himieif, ;

What notions fome peopls may entertain of the
furwnrduers of the firlt ages of the world to ron inte
idotatry, | do not inguire here ; T koow they tell ns
firange things, of its baang the produd of mere na-
ture, one remove from its primitive fate; butk, who
pretend to have fo critically inquired into Satan's hif-
tory, can alfure you, and chay jrom very good autho.
rity, that the devil did nor find it fo eafy atalk toob-
Vigerate the knowlege of the trae God in the minds
and confciences of msn, as thofe people {reelt,

It is troe he carried thingsa great 'length under the
patriarchal government of the firlt ages; but ilill he
was fixteen hondred yéars bringing it to pafs; and
tho' we have rcafon to: believe the old world, befors
the flood; was arrived to & very great beight of wick-
ednefs ; and Ovid very nobly deferibes it by the waz
of the Titans sgunkt Jupiters yet wedonot read, that
ever Satin was come tojucha length astobring them
to idolatry ; Indeed we do read of wars carried on d-
mong them, whether it was one nation agaioft ano-
ther, or only perfonal, we cannot tell: but the world
{eemed to be (wallowed up ima life of wickednefs,
that is to fay, of luxary and lewdnels, rapine and vios
lence s and there were giants among them, and meca
of renown, that is to fay, men famed for their migh=
ty walour, great aftions of war, we may fuppole, and
their firength, who perfonally oppofed others.  We
read of no confiderable wars indecd i but tis not ro
be doubted bat there were fuch warsi of elfe it is
o be underftood that they lived (in common) a life
“fomewhat like the brutes, the (trong devouring the
weak ; for the test fays, the whole earth was filled
with violenee, hunting and tearing one another in
picces, either for dominion, or 10¥ wealth, either for
amubition, or for avarics, we know not well which.

f b s far the old antedilosian world went ; and very -
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wicked they were, there is o doubt of thats bor we:
have renfon to believe that was oo idalatry; the de-
vil had not brought themn that length yet; parhapsic
would foon have follow'd, but the deluge interven'd,

After the delug:, as I have faid, he had all his work
to do over again, and he went on by the fame fleps;
firlt e bronght  them to violence and war, thenio
oppreflion and tyrinny, then to negle® of true wors
{lip, then to falle worth'p, and then idolatry by the
miere ngtoral confeqnence of the thing, Who were
the frit nation or prople that fell from the worllip of
the true Gad, is [omethine: hard to determine; the
devil, who certainly of all Gedvr ercatures is bell able
to inform us, having lefr us nothing upon record up-
on that fuhjedt : but we have reafon to believe it was
thus introduoe'd :

Nimrod was the grandfon of Ham, Neah's fecond
fon, the fame who was curfed by his fother for exs
pofing hiyy in his drankennels T his Mirod was the
firlt whom it feeme Sutan pick’d out for sn herg’s Here
he infpir'd him with ambitious thoughts, dreams of
empire; and having the government of all the reft
that is to fay, univerial monarchy ; the very fame bait
with which he his play’d upon the frailty of princes,
and enfnar'd the greatell of them ever fince, even from
bis moit avgoll imperial majefly king Nimrod the frft, .
o his molt chriltian majelty Loois XIV, and many a
mighty monarch between

When thele mizhty monarchs and men of fame
went off the ftage, the world had their memori=s ia
ellecin many asges sfter; and us their great aftions
wire no otherwile recorded thun by oral tradition,
and the tenguocs and memories of fullible men, time,
and the euflom of msgnifying the palt adions of kings, .
men foon fabled up their hilories, Satan +{iling, in=
to miracle and wonder : Hence their names wers had
in venzration mor- and more s fatoes and boloes re-

prefentiog their parfons, and great adtions, were fet
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wp in public places, till from heroes and champions.
they mide Gods of them; and thus (Satan prompt-
ing) the world was quickly fil'd with iduls,

This Nimrod is he, who, accarding to the received
opininn, tho' I do not find Satan’s hiftory exadtiy cons
curring with it, was frlt call’d Belas, then Baal, and
worlhip'd in moft of the eaflern conntries under thole
pames | {ometimes with additions of lurnames,. ag-
cording to the feveral countries, or people, or towns,
where he was particularly fet up; as Baal-Peor, Baal-
Zephan, Baal-Phegor, and in other places plain Baal, :
as Jupiter in after times had the like alditions; as
Jupiter Ammon, Jupiter Capitolinus, Japiter Piftor,
Jopiter Feretrins, and abeut ten or twelve Jupiters
nore,

I maoft scknowlége, that I think it was a-mafiers
piece of hell, to bring the world to idolatry {o (oon
after they had had fuch an eminent example of the in=
finite power of the troe God, a5 was feen in the de-
luge, and particulaly in the efcape of Noah in the
ark: to bring them {even before Noah or his foas were
dead) to forget whofe hand it was, and give the ho-
mags: of the world o a name, and that i name of a
mortal man dead and rotien, who was famens for no-
thing when he was alive, but blood and war; I fay,
to bring the world to fet up this nothing, this mere
name, nay, the very image and pidure of him, for a
God : It was firlt 2 mark of molt prodigions ftupidicy
in the whole race of men, a monltrons degeneracy trom -
natore, and even from commeon fende ; and in the pext
place ‘twas a token of an inexpreflicle er.fc and fzhs
tility in the devil, who bad now gotten the peopie ine
to fo full and complete & management, that, indhort,
he conld bave brought them, by the fame rue; 10
have worlhipid any thing; and in a litle while more,
did bring many of them to worih p himiclf, p'ain de-
yil as he was, and knowing him to befuch,

. Awto the antiquicy of this borrible deleltion of mans,
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kind, tho' we do not find the beginning of it particn.
larly recorded, yet we are certain, it was not longaf-
ter the contufipn of Babel ; for Nimrod, asis faid, was
no more than Noah's great grandfon, and Noah him.
felf, I fuppofe, might be alive fome years after Ninys
tod was born ; and as Nimrod was not long dead, be-
fore they forgat that he was a tyrant, and a morder.
er, and made a Bual, that is, a lord oridolof him; 1
fay, he was not long dead ; for Nimrod was born in
the year of the world 184%, and built Babylon the
aear 1850: and wefind Terah the father of Abraham,
who livid from the year 1879, was an idolater, as wa
doubtlefs Bethuel, who was Terah’s grandion; for
we find Labin, wha was Bethuel's fon, was fo, and all
this was doring the lifz of the firft poltdilavian fami-
ly; for Terah was born within one hundred ninety-
three years after the flood, and one hundred fifty-feven
yearsbeforc Noih was dead ; and even Abrabam bim-
felf was cight-and fifty years old before Noah died;
and yet idolatry had been then, in all probability, &=
bove an hundred years pra&ifed in the world,

N. B, It is worth remark hers, what a terrible ad-
vantage the devil gain’d by the debauching poor
MNoah, and drawing him into the fin of dimbken-
nefs; for by this, as I faid, be filenc'd and {topp™d
the mouth of the great preacher of righteonfncls,
that father and patriarch of the whole world;
wha not being able, for the fhame of his own foul
mifcarriage, to pretend to inflra® or reprove the
world any more, the devil took hold of them im-
mediately ; and, for want of a prophet to wara
and admenifh, run that Jictle of relipion which there
mipght be left in Shem and Japhet, quite put of the
world, and delup'd them ail in fdelarry.

How long the whale world may be Laid ta be thus
overwhelni'd in ignorance and idalatry, we may make
fome tolerable-puels ax by the hittory of Abgabam;
tor it was mot till God calld bim from bis fatse's
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heufe, that any fuch thing s a church was efta-
blifh'd in the world ; nor even then, exceptin hisown
family and [uecellors, for almoft four hundred years
after thateall'; and till God brooghe the Iiraclites back
out of Egypt, the whole world may be faid to be in-
volv'd in idolatry and devil worlhip

So ablolate & congueft had che devil made over
mankind immediately afier the flood ; and all taking
its rife and beginning at the fatal defeat of Noah, who
had he liv'd pntainted and involnerable, as he had
done for fix hondred years belore, would have gone a
great way to have Remm’d the torrent of wickednels
which broke in upon mankind ; andthercfore the de-
wil, 1 fuy, was vary cunning, and very much in the
right of it, take him us he = a mere devil, to attack
Moah perfonally, and give him a blow o foon. _

It is true, the devil did not immediately rafe ont
the notion of religion, and of a Ged, from the minds
of men; norconld he eifi'y fupprels the principle of
worthip and homage, to be paid to a lovercign being,
the anthor of nature, and guide of the world; the
devil faw this elearly inn the ficfl ages of the newworld 5
and therefors, as | have faid, he procesded political-
Iy, and by degrees ¢ * 1 hat it was io, 55 evident from
the ftory of Job, and his threc frieads ; who, if we
may take it foran hiftory, not 4 fable, and may judge
of the time of it by the length of Job's life, and by
the family of Eliphaz the Temanite, who it is mani-
fell was at lealt grandfon, or great grandfon, to Efau,
Haac's eldeft fon ; and by the lenguage of Abimelech
king of Gerar to Abraham, and of Lakan to  Jacob,
both the latter being at the fame time idolsrers: 1
fily, if we may judge of it by i thele, there were il
very found notions of religion in the minds of men;
nor could Satan with abl his epnning snd polficy de-
fuce thole ideas, and root them out of the minds of
the peaple,

Apd this pot him vpon taking new meilores tokeep
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up his interelt, and preferve the hold he gor v
mankind ; and this method was like himfelf, fubtle and
politic to the lalt degree, as his whole hiflory maks;
appear ; for, fecing he found they could not bug be
lieve the heing of 4 God, and that they wou'ld needs
veor(hip fomathing, it is evident; he had na game lefit
him to play but this; namely, to fet up wrong noti-
ons of worlhip, and bring them to a falfe warthip in:
fiead of a true, fuppoling the obje& worlkip'd tobe
Rill the fume,

To finiih this fratagem, h= firlt infinuates, that the
truc God was u terrible, a dreadiul, unapproschable
being . that to fie him was fo frigheful, that it wonld
be prefent death ; that to worfhip him immediately,
Was a-preumption which wonld proveke his-wrath;
and that as he was a confuming fire in himielf, fo be
would burn up thoie in his anger that dar'd to offer
Bvpany facrifice to him, but by the interpofition of fome: |
medium, which might receive their uderations in bis-
name.

Hence it occorr'd prefently, that fubordinate Gods
weare to be found out, and fet up, to whom the peaple
might pay the homuge due to the fopreme Gad, and:
whom they might worthip in his name: [his | take
F.om the molk antient account of idolatryin th: warld;
mer, indeed, could the devil himfelf find ont any other
rezl{on why men (hould canonize, or ratier deify, their
princes and men of fame, and worfhip them after they
were dead, as if they could fave them from death and
ealamity, who were not able to fave themfelves when
they were alive ; much lefs could Satan bring men to
fwallow fu grofs, fo abfurd a thing as the bowing the
knee to a fock, or a flone, a calf, an ox, & lion, nay,
the image or figure of @ calf, fuch as the liruelites
made at mount Sinai, and fay, Thefe be thy Gods, 0
lirael, who broughs the: out of the land of Egypt.

Having thus, I fay, breught then to fatify thems
felves, that they worllip'd the trus God, and noother;,
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under the fizures and appearances which they made
to reprefent him, it was ealy after that ta warlhip a=
ny thing for the true Ced : And thus in  fow ages
they wotfhip’d nothing but idols, even threughout
the whole world 5 nor has the devil loft this hold in
fome parts of the world, nay, not in mdil parts of the
world, to this day ; He holds ftil] all the ealtern parts
of Afia, and the fouchern parts of Africa, and the
northern parts of Europe ; and in them the valt conn-
tries of China and Tareary, Perfiz and India, Guiaey,
Ethiopia, Zanquebar, Congo, Angola, Monomotapa,
c. in which, except Ethiopia, we find 5o velliges of
any other worlhip, but that of idols; monfiers, and
eventhe devil himfelf 5 till after the very coming of our
Saviour, and even then, if it be truc that the golpel
was preach'd in the Indies and China by 5t. 1 homnas,
and in otlier remote cauntrics by other of the apoftles,
we fee thiat whatever ground Satan loft,” be feems to
have recovered it again; and all Afia and Africa is
at prelent over run with paganifim or Mahomera-
fifm, which 1 think of the two is rather the werit H
befides all America, a parc of the world, s fome fay,
equil in bignels to all the other, in which the devil’s
kingdom was never interrupted from its firft being in-
habited, whenever it was, to the firlt difcovery of je
by the European nations in the fixteenth century,

In a word, the devil got whit we may callap intire
viftory over mankind, and drove the wetlhip of the
trug &ad, ina manner, guite out of the world, forg-
ing, as it were, his maker, in a new kind of ¢reation,

the old one proving thus ineffe@ual, to recover a cera -

tain number by force, and rmers omnipotence, to re.
tur to their doty, ferve him, and worlhip him ; But

of that hersafter,
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&f God's calling a church out of 1he midfl of a degeves
pate world; and of Satan's meau sméafures upow that
incident 1 How be attack'd them immediately.; and
bis fuccefr in thefe attaciks.

Atan having, as I have fiuid in the preceding chap.
S ter, made, 2s it were, a {ull conguell of mankind ;
debauch’d them all toidolatry 3 and brought them at
Jeall to worfhip the true Ged by the wretched medinm
of corrupt and idolutrous reprefentations ; Gedfeem'd
tohave notrus fervants or wor(hippers left in the world;
but if T may be allow’d to (peak fo, was obligd, in
order to reilore the world to their {enfes again, tozall
a frled number cut from among the reft, who he bim-
fell undertook thould own his godhead, or fupreme
authority, and worlbip him as he requir'd to be wor-
fhip'd: This, 1 iay, Ged was oblig'd to dn, becaule
*is evident it hasnot been done fo much by the chowse
and counfel of men, for Satan would have over rl'd
that part, as by the power and energy of fome irre-
fiftible and invincible ‘opzration, apd this our divines
give high names to; but be it what they will, it
the fecond defeat or difappointment that the devil has
met with in his progres in the world 5 the Bl T havs
fpoken of alrendy.

It is true, Sitan very well vnderftond what was
threaten'd to him in the original promife o the woe
man, immediately after the fall ; namely, Thou falt
bruile his head, &c. but he did not expe® it {o fids
denly, but thought himfelf fure of mankind, till the
folnels of time when the MefBah {hould come; and
therefore it was a preat furprize to him, to fe that
Abraham, being call’d, was fo immediately rece'd
and eftablifh'd, tho' he did not fo immediately follow
the veice that dire@ed him, yet in him, in his loios,
was all Ged's chiurch at that time contain’d,
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In the calling Abraham, it is ealy tofie that there
was na other way for Gad to form a church, that is
to fuy, to fingle out a people to Limfelf, 45 the world
wis then (lated, but by immediate revelation, and a
vo.ce from Heaven: All mankind wers gone over 1o
the enemy, overwhelm'd in idolatry; in a word were
eagaz’d to the devil 3 God almighty; or, as the ferip-
tore diftinguifbes him, the Lord, the troe God, was ont
of the quellion; mankind knew little or nothing of
him ; much lefs did they know any 'h‘“b of his wor-
fhip, or that there was fuch a being in the world,

Well might it be faid the Lord appzared o Abra-
bham, Gen. xii. 4. for if God had not appear’d himfzIf,
he mult have [at a mellenger from heaven ; and per.
haps it was {o too, for he had not one trus fervane or
worlhipper that we know of then oo earth, to [ind on
that errand ; no, prophet, no prescher of righteoul-
nels : Noah was dead, and had been o above fevena
teen years ; and if he had not, his preaching, as 1 ob-
ferved, alter his great mifcarriage, had but licde of-
feft + Weare indeed told, that Meah left behind him
certain rules and orders for the troe worlhip of Gad,
which were call'd the precepts of Noah, and remain'd
in the world for'a long time ; the' how written, when,
neither any letters, much lefs writing, were known in
the world, is 2 dificulty which remains to be folv'd ;
and this makes me look vpon thofe laws call’d the pre-
cepts of Math to be 4 modern invention, as I do alla
thealphabetum Noacki, which Bochart pretends to give
an accoont of;

Bur'to lzave that A&tion, and come back to Abra-
ham; Geod call'd him, whether at ficlt by voice with-
out any vifion, whether in a dream, or night vifiom,
which wag very fignificant in thole days, or whether
by fome awful appearance, we know not; the fecond
time, 'tis indeed faid exprelly, God appearesd to himz
Be it which way it will, G2 himlelf calld him, (hew'd
him the land of Canaan, gave him the promile of it



t44° The HISTORY
for his poflerity, and withal gave him fuch a faith,
that the devil foon fonad there was no room for him
to meddle with Abraham. ‘This is certain, we do
not read, that the devil ever fo much asattempted A-
Brahanr st all : Some will fuggeft, that tie command
to Abraham to go and offer up his fon Haze, was 2
temptation of the devil, if poflible, to defeat the glo-
rious workof Gad’s calling an holy feed intathe world:
For the rft, if Abrabam had difobey'd that eill, the
fiew favourite had been overcome, and mads a rebel
of; or, fecondly, if he had obey'd, then the promis'd
{eed had been cut off, and Abraham defeated; but
as the text is exprefs, that God himfelf propofed it to
Abraham, I fhall not ftart the fuggeltions of the eris
tics, in bar of the fucred oracle,

Be it one way or other, Abraham fhew'd an hero-
Tike faith and courage; and, if the devil had been the
author of it, he had feen himfzlf difappoiored in both
His views ; (1.} by Abraham’s ready and bld com-
pliance, as believing it to be God’s command § and
{2.) by the diviné countermand of the execution, jult
as'thic fatal knife was lifted up,

But if the devil left Abraham, and made no attack
upon him, fecing him involnerable, he made himfelf
amends vpon the other branch of his family, his peor
nephew Lot ; who, notwithftanding he was fo imime:
dintely under the particulur care of heaven, as thit
the angel who was fent to deltroy Sodom, could do
niothing till he was out of it ; and who, tho? after he
had left Zoar, and was retir'd into a cave to dwell,
yet the fithtle devil found him out, deluded his two
daughters, tock an advantage of the fright they had
been in about Sodom and Gomorrah, made them be-
]{‘-_!‘“ the whole world was burnt ton, as well asthofe
cities, and that,in fhort, they could never haveanyhul-
bands, &ec. and {o, in their abundant concern to Te-
F”‘Ph the world, and that the race of mankind might
mot be deftroyed, they go and lis with theic gwn fa-
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tker; the devil telling them doubtlels how to do ir,
by intoxicattng his head wich wine 5 in all which Ro-
ry, whether they were net as drunk as their father,
fzems to be a gueltion 3 or clfe they could not have
fuppofed all the men in the earth were confum'd, when
they knew, that the liv« city Eolrhu:ibc:n preferv'd
for their {wkes.

This now was the third conquelt 51tll1 obtain'd hy
the guft of human appetite; that is to fay, once by
cating,. and twice by drinking, or dronkenuels; and
ftill che Jalt was the worlt, and moft (hamefnl; for
Lot, however his dunghters manag'd him, eould not
pretend he did not underfiand what the frength of
wine was 4 and one would have thought, after {o tec-
rible a judgment as that of Sodom wis, which was,
as we miy {ay, exscuted before his face, his thonphes
{hould bave besn too folemnly engag'd in praifing God
for {paring his life, to be made drunk, and that two
nights together,

But the devil play'd his game fore, he fet his two
danghters to work 3 and asthe devil's infiraments fel-
dom fail, fo be fecur’d his by that hellith fratagem of
deluding the daughters to think all the world was
confum'd but they twe, and their father: To be fure
the old man could sot fufpedt that his diughrers da-
fign was fo wicked as indeed it was, or that they ia-
tended todebauch him with wine, and make him drink
till he knew not what he did,

Now the devil, having carrizd his game here, ga'n'd
# great point ; for as there were but two relizious fa-
milizs in the world before, from hence a twolfold ge-
neration might be fBppo fed torife, religions and righ-
tenus like their parents, vig. that of Abrabam, and
thizof Lot; thiscrima ruin'd the hopes of one of them 5
it could no more be fiid that julk Lot was in being,
who vex'd his righteous foul from day toduy with the
wicked behaviour of the people of Sodom ; righteons
Lot was degenerated into dranken incelluous Lot, Loz

G



146 The HI S TORY

fullen from what he was, to be a wicked and unrigh.
teous man ; nn pattern of virtue; no reprover of the
age, but a poor failen degenerire patriarch, who could
now no more reprove or exhort, but look down apd
be alham'd, and nothing to do but to repent ; and fee
the poor mean excufes of all the three:

Eve fays, The ferpent beguil’d sue, and I did eat.

Noah fays, ——— My grandfon bewil'd me, or the

auine bepuil'd me, and T did drink,

Lot {uys, My daugbters beguil'd we, and Falfs did

arird.

{t is obfervable, that, as T faid above, NMoah wae i
lene'd, and his preaching at an end, afeer that one
aftion, fo the like may be faid of Lot ; and, m thort,
you never-hear one word more of either of them after
ity as for mankind, both were ufelefs to thems and
as to themfilves, we never read of any of their repen.
tance, nor bave we much reafon o believe they did
repent,

From this attack of the devil upen Lot, we hearne
more of the devil being fo bufily employ*d as he had
been before in the world : he had indeed bt litde 1o
do; for all the relt of the world was his own, hll'd
afleep under the witcheraft of idolatry, and are fo fiill,

But it could not be long that the devil Ly idie; as
Foon as God call'd himfelf a people, the devil conld
pot beat relt till be grrack’d them,

* Where ever Cod fetsup an houle of pray'r,

¢ The devil always buoilds a chapel there.?

Abrsham indeed went off the Rage (ree, and fo did
Maac too; they were a kind of firlt rate fuinte: we do
ot fo much as read of any failing rhey had, or of a-
ny thing the devil had ever the face to offir to them ;
n9, or with Jucob cither, if you will excufe him for
bepuiling his brother Efau of both his birthright, and
his blefling ; but he was bufy enough with all his
ehildron; [or example,

He fent Judahto his fheep- fhearing, and placed s
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whore { Tamar) in his way, inthe poflere of temp-
ration§ fo made him commit incelt and whoredom
bath together,

He feat ine-llnons Reuben ta lie with his father’s
eoncubine Bithah,

He fet Dieah o the ball, te dance with the Shechem-
ite ludies, and pliy the whore wich their mafler,
He enrag'd Simeon and Levi at the foppoled injary,
and then prompied them to revenge; for which theic

father heartily curfed them,

He fet them all together to fall wpon peor Jafeph,
firlt to murder him intentiovally, aad then adtually
fell him ro the Midianites.

He made them thew the party-eolout’d eoat, and tell
a hie to their father, to make the poor old man be-
lieve: loleph was kill'd by a lion, &e.

He feat Potiphar’s wife to atwck Joleph's chaflity,
and fill'd hier-with rage at the ditappointment,
He taught Joleph to fwear by the lifs of Pharaoh.

In a word, he debauch'd the whole race, except
Benjaming and never man had fuch afet of fons ; fo
wicked, und {o notorions, after fo good an intrododi-
on into the world us they all of them had, te be fure 3
for Jacob, nodoabr, gave them as good infbraétion as
the circemitances of his wandering condition would
gllow him to de.

We moft now confider the devil and his affuirs in

a quite diffxring fitnation : When the world Belt ap-
peared peapled by the creating power of Ged, he had
only Adam snd Fve to take care of, and 1 think he
ply'd his time with them wo purpofe enongh ¢ After
the deluge he had Noah only to pitch upon, and he
«quickly conquered him by the initigation of his grand-
fon.

At the building of Babel he guided them by their
adling all in » bods, as oneman; fo thar, in fhore,
Ie managd them with eafe, teking them as a body
politic; and we find they came into his [nare as one

G 2
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man; but now the children of Tiracl mo'tiplyine fn
the land of their bondage, and Geod feeming to Thew
a particular concern for them, the dewil was oblip'd
ta new meafures; ftand at a diftance, and-luok on for
fome time,

The Egyptians were plagued rven without his help;
for, tho' the conning arcilt, as [ fiid, fload and look-
ed on, yet he durft not meddie; nor could he mukea
few lice, the leaft and meanell of the arwics of infeds
raifed to «flia the Egyptians. &

However, when, he perceived that Ged refdlved to
bring the 1fraclites out, he prepard to attend them, to
watch them, #nd be at hand vpon all the wicked oe-
calions that might offer ; as if he had been fully fatk-
fied fuch gceafions would offer, and that he fhould not
fail to have an opportunity to draw them into fome
f{nare or other; and that therefore it was his bofinels
pot to be oot of the way, but to be ready {as we fay)-
to make his market of them in the belt manner he could:
How many ways be attempred them, nay, how many
times he conguer’d them in their journey, we (hall fee
prefently,

Firft he put themin a fright at Baal Zephon, where
he thoughthe had drawn them intoa ncolz, =nd where
he fent Pharaoh and his army o block them ap be-
tween the mountains of Phihahiroth and rhe Red Sed
but there indeed Satan was ourwitted by Moles, fo far
azitis feared 10 be an human adion; for he linle
thought of their geing dry footed thro' the Sea, bt
dépended upon having them all cut in pieces thenext
morning by the Egyptians; aneminznt proof, by the
way, that the devil bas no knowlege of events, ora-
ny infight into futurity ; nay, that he has not fo much
a5 4 fecond fight, or knows to- day what his maker in-
tends to do to-morrow ; for had Satan koown that God

intended to ford them over the fea, if he had notheen
able to have prevented the miracle, he would certaia-
by have prevented the efcape, by fending out Pharach
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and his army time encugh to have taken the frand
before them, and fo have driven them tothe negeflity of
travelling on foot round the north point of that [=a,
by the wildernefs of Etan, where he would have pur-
fied and harafled them with his cavalry, and in all
probability have defiroyed them: buethe blind (hart
fighted devil, perfcétly in the dark, and unacquainted
with futority, knew nothing of tis matter, was a4
much deceived us Pharach himfelf, Mood (il flattar-
ing himfelf with the hopes of his booty, und the revenge
he fhould rake wpon them the next imornings till he
faw the frighted waves in an uproar, and to his uttes
altonithment and confufion faw the pall.ge laid open,
and Moles leading his valt army in full mareh over
the dry fpace; nay, even then 'tis very probable Sa-
tan did not know, that if the Egyptians followed therm,
the fea would rerurn upen and overwhelm them ; for
1 can hardly think fo hard of the devil himfelf, that
il he had, he would have fuffered, much lefs prompt-
ed Pharioh to foliow the chace at fuch an expence j
fo that ¢ither he mult be an ignorant unforefecing de=
vil, or @ very ungrateful falle devl to his friends the
Egyptians,

I aminclined alfo to the more charitabls opinion of
Saran too,becanfe theefcape of the Iiraclives was really
a triumph over imfelf: for the war wis certaimly hisy
or ut leall he was noxiliary to Pharaoh; it was a vie-
tory over hell and Egypt together; and he would nes
wer have [ulfered the difizrace, if he had known it be-
forehand 3 thatis to fuy, tho’ he could pot have pre-
vented the efcape of Iirael, or the dividing the water,
yet he might huve warned the Egyptians, and eauti-
oned them not to venture in after them.

Bat we [hall {te a great many weak feps taken by
the devil ‘in the affair of this very people, and their
forty years wandering in the wildernefs ; and, tho' he
was it fome things (accebiful, and wheedled them in-
tomany foolilhaud miferable murmurings and wrang-

G3
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lings againft God, and mutinies againlt poor Mofes,
yet the devil was oftentimes balked and difappointed ;
and 'eis for this reafon that 1 choole tofinilh the frl
part of his hiltury with the particular relation of his
behaviour among the Jews, becanie alo we do not
find any extramdinary things happening any where
elfe in the world for above one thoufand fve hundred
years, no variery, no revolutions 5 all the reflt of man-
kind lay Ml pnder his yoke, quietly fubmiteed to his
government, did juft as he bad them, worfhipped eve-
ry idol he fet up, and, in a word, he had no difficul-
ty with any body but the Jews; and for this reafon,
1 fay, this part of his flory will be the maore ufeful and
inftrudting,

To return therefore to Moles, and his dividing the
Red Sea; that the people went over or thro! i, thae
we have the [aered hiftory for ; but how the devil
bebaved, that yon mult come to me for, or I know not
where you will find a troc sccount of it, at lealt not
il priot.

1. It wasin the night they marched thro' ; whe-
ther the devil faw it in the dack or no, that's not my
bulinefs.

Bat when hé had day light for it, and viewed the
mext day's work, [ make no qoeftion but all hell fele
the furprize, the prey being thus fostched oot of their
handsunespededly. ' [is troe the Egypiun holt was
fent to him i@ their room 3 bot thac was not what he
ammed at; for he was fore enoogh of them his own
way, and ifit was not juft at that time, yzt he knew
what and who they were ;' butias he had devouredthe
whole Tiraclitith hoft in his imagination, to the tune
of at lealt a millionand an half of fouls ; men, women,
and children; it was, no doubt, a great difappoint-
ment to the devil to mils of his prey, and to fee them
all trinmphing on the other fide in fufety,

It 75 true, Sutan's nanals do mot mention this de-
feat; for hiftocians are generally backward to regiftes
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their own misfortunes 3 but as we have an‘account of
the faft from other hands, foas we cannot queftion
the truth of it ; the patore of the thing will tell us it
wis a difappointment to the devil, and & very greas
an:z Ltoao,

Leannot but obferve here, that I think thiz part of
the devil's ftory very entertaining, becauie of the great
variety of incidents which appear in every part of it;
foms=times he s like a hunted fox, corvetting and coun -
ter-running to aveid his being puriued and found our,
while at the fame time he is carrying on his fecret de-
figns to draw the people he pretends to manage, into
fome fnare or other, to their hurt; ac another tims,
thot the comparifon is a listle too low for his dignity,
like a mookey that has dene mifchief, and which,
making his own efcape, fits and chatters at a diltanes,
as if be had trinmphed in what be had doge ; foSas
tan, when be had drawn them in to worfhip a calf, to
affer firange fire, to fec up a [chifm, and the liks ; and
fo to bring the divine vengeance vpon themfelves;
Jeaving toem in theie diltreds, keptat a diftance, as if
he looked on with fatisfadtion to fee them burnt, fwal:
lawed up, fwept away, and the like; as the feveral
Bories rleate,

His indetatigable vigilancs is, onthe other hand, an
ufelul caveat, 48 well as an improving view tous; no
fooner is he routed and expofed, defeated and difap-
puinted in one enterprize, but fic beging another, and,
like & canning gladiator, warily defends himielf, and,
boldly attacks his enemy at the fametime. Thuswe
fee him, wp and down, conquering and eonqoered,
thra' this whole part of his dlory, tll, at laf, he re-
ceives @ toral “defeat 3 of which you [hall hear in its
plage: In the mean time, let us taksup his fory aguin
at the Red 8ea, where he received a great blow, ine
fead of which he expe&ed a complete viftory; for,
diubtlefs the devil and the king of Egypt too, thooght
of nothing but conquelt at Pihahiroth,

G 4
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However, tho' the trinmph of the Ilraelites over the
Egyptians mufl needs be a preat mortification to the
devil, and exalperated him very much, yet the confe.
quence was only this; viz. that Satan, like an enemy
who is balked and defeated, bot not overcome, re-
doubles his rage, and reinforces his army, and what
the Egyptians could not do for him, he refolves todo
for himfelf: In order then to take his opportunity for
what mifchicf might offer, being defeated, and pro-
voked, I fay, at the flar that was put upon him, he
refolves to follow them inte the wildernefs, and many
a vile prank heplayed them there ; as firft, he fAreightens
them for water, and makes them murmur againl God,
and againfl Mofes, within avery few days, nay, hoors,
of their greatelt defiverance of all,

Nor was this all, but in lefs than one year more we
find them (at his inltigation too) ferting vp & golden
calf, aud making all the people dance about it at
mount Sinai ; even when God himfelf had but jull be-
fore appeared to them in the terrors of a burning fire
upon the top of the mountains:  and what was the
pretence ? Truly, nothing but thit they had loft Mo-
fes, wha uled ro be their guide, snd he had hid him-
felf in the mount, and had not been feen in forey days;
fo that they could net tell what was become of him.
This put them all into confufion: a poor pretence
indeed, to turn them all back to idolatry ! Bor the
witchiul devil tock the hint, pufbed the advantage,
and infinuated, that they fhould never fre Mafes ag.ing
that he was certainly devoured by venturing too pear
the flames of fire in the mount, and preluming upon
the liberty he had taksn before: In 2 word, thatGogd
had deliroyed Mofes, or he was flarved ro Jdeath {or
want of feod, having been forty days and forty nighits
abfent,

All thefe were, itis true, in themfelves moll foolifh
fuggeltions, confidering Moles was admitted to the vis
fion of God, and that God bad been pleafed to ap-
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pear to him in the moft intimate mannery thar, as
they might depend God would not dellroy his faith.
ful fervant, fo they might have concluded he was a-
ble to fupport his being without food as long as he
thought fic: but to a people fo caly to belicve any
thing, what conld be too grofs for the devil to per-
foade them to?

A people who could dance round a calf, and eall it
their God, might do any thing; that conld fay 1w
ene ancther, that this was the great Jehovah, thae
brought them out of the land of Egypt ; and thae
within fofew days after God's miraculous appear-
ance to them, and for themy 11ay, fuch a people
were really ficted to be impofed vpon, nothing could
Be too grofs for them,

This was indeed his firRk confiderable experimens
Bon them a5 4 people, or asa body; and the troth is;
his afiirs required ity for Satan, who had been a finc-
cifstul devil in molt of his attempts upon mankind,
could hardly doubt of fuccefs in any thing after he
had carried his point atvmount Sinai: to bring them
to idolatry in the very face of their deliverer, and
juft after the deliverance | [ty was more aftonifhing in
the main: than even. their pai’ﬁn‘g ths Rad Sea; in a
word, the devil's whole hiflory "doth not fornill vs
with a ftory equal y {urprifing.

And how was poor Aaron bewildered in.ittoo ? Ha
that was Mofes’s partner in all the great things that
Mofes dd in Pharaoh's fight, and that was appoint-
ed o be his aflitant and oracle, or orator rather, up-
on all public occalions; that he, above all the reft,
fhould come into this abfurd and ridicuious pro-
polil, he that was fingled out for the facred prieft-
hoad, for him to defile his holy bands with-a poliut:
ed abominable facrifice, and with. making the idol
for them too (for 'uis: plain that he made it}, how
monftrous it was ! '

And fec whataa anfwer he gives to his brothes

G g
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Mofes, how weak! how fimple! 1'did foand fo, The

deed'; 1 bad them biing the ear rings, &e. and 1 calk
the gold into the fire, and it came out this calf, Ri-

diculous?! as if the calf came out by mere fortuitous
adventure, wichouta mould to caft it in; which could
not be fuppeled ¢ and if it had not come out fo with-

out 4 mould, Mofes would certainly have known of it

had Aaron been innocent, he would have anfwered
after quite another manner, and tald Mofes honeflly,
thut the whole body of the people came to him in 2
fright, that they Jorced him to miake them an idol;
which he did, by making firft the proper mould to:
walt it in, and then taking thie proper meral to caft it
jrom: that indeed he had finned in fo doing, bot that
he was mobbed inte it, and the people terrified him,
perhaps they threstened to kill him; and, if he had

added, that the devil, prompting his fear, begniledhim,.
he had. faid sothing but what was certainly troe;
for if it was in Sutan's power to maks the penple in-

folentand outrageous enough to threaten snd bul'y

the old vencrable prophet (for he was not yeta prieft},

who was the brother of their oracle Mofes, and had

been-partner with him in {o many of his commillions;

i fay, if be could bring up the paffions of the people

to &0 height to be rude and unmannerly to him (4a-

von), apd perhaps to thresten and infult him, he

aay be edlily fuppoled tobe-able to intimidate Aaron,.
‘and terrify him 1to a compliance,

See this cunning agent, when lic has man’s defirnes
tion in his view, how fecurely he adls ! henever wints
an handle; the beft of men have one weak place oro-
ther, and be always finds it out, tekes the advantage
of ir, and cenguers them by one artifice or another;
enly take it with you as you go, s always by firate-
gem, uever by force; a preol that he is not impower-
#d to ufe wiclenoe ; he may tempt, and he does pre-
vail ; but %t all legerdemain, "tis all craft and rti-
Bee; beis Ml Joagack, the calumniates and deckiy:
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v, that iz, the mifteprefenter; he mifreprefents man
to God, and milveprefents Gad to many allo be mif.
reprefents things ; he puts falle ecloors, and then mas
nages the eye to feg them with an imperfest view,
raifing clowds and fogs to-intercept our ighe; in thort,
he deceives all onr-denfes, snd impofes upon uvs in
thing: which other wife would be the eaficlito difcera
and judge of,

This indeed is in part the benefit of the devil”s hil
tory, to lot s [2e thac he bas uied the fame method
all along; and that ever finee he has had any thing
to do with mankind, be has prafifed upon them with-
Rratagem and cunaning 3 alio 'ts obfervable that he
has carried his print better that way than he wonld
have done by fury and viclenee, ifhe had been allow-
ed to make ufe of it for by his power indeed he might’
have laid the world defolate, and made an heap of
rubbilh of it long ago; but, as Lhave obferved before,
that would not  have anfwerad his ends-half fo weli;
for by deflraying men he would have made martyrs,
and dent abundanes of good men o heaven, who
would muoch rather have died than yielded to ferve-
him, and, as he aimed to bave it, to fall down and
warihip bim 5 I+ Liy, he would have made martyrs,
and that not & few:: but this was none of Saran’s bu~
fincfs; his defign lies guite another way ; his bali-
nefs istomeke men fin, not to muke them fuffsr; w
make devils of them, not fintsi o delude them, and:
draw them away-from thewr Maker, not fend them a-
way to liim 3 and therefore he works-by fratagem,
mat by force.

We are now come to his flory, as it relates to the
Jewilk chorch in the wildernefs, ard to the children
ol Hirael in their tt‘a'd:i]mg circomftances; and this was-
the fick fcene of pubic management thae the devil
had open his hands In the world; for, as T have faid,
till naw, he dealt with mankind eicher in their fepa-
rake condition, ons by one, or ellc carried al! pefore:

G 6
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him, engrofling whole nations in his fyltems of tdo-
Iztry, and overwhelming them in an ignorant deftruc-
tion.

But having now a whale people as it were fnatch-
ed away from him, taken out of his government, and,
which was ftill worfe, having a view of a kingdom
being fet up independent of him, and fuperior to his
authority, it iz not to be wondered at if he endeavour-
ed to overthrow them in the infancy of their conllis

" otion, and tried all poffible arts to bring them back
into his own hands again,

H= lound them not only carried away from the
country where they were even ‘in his clutches, fur-
rounded with fdols, and where we have reafon to bes
Yieve the greatell part of them were polluted with:the
idplatry of the Egyptiams ; for we do not read of uny
ftated worfhip which they had of their own; erifther
did worlhip the true God, we fecarce know in what
manner they did ic; they had no law given them, no-
thing but the covenant of circumcifion, and even Mo
fes himfelf had not Rriftly obferved thac, till he was
frighied into it; we read of no facrifices smong them,
10 fealis were ordained, no folemn worfhip appoiot-
ed; and how, or in what manner, they performed
their homage, we know not; the puffover was not ar-
dained till juft at their coming away ; fo that there
was not much religion among them, at leafl that we
have any account of; and we may foppofe the devil
was pretty ealy with them all the while they werein
the houfe of their bondage.

But now, to have a million of people fetched out of
his hands, asit were all at once, and to have th- jm-
mediate power of heaven engaged in it, and that 5a-
tan faw evidently God had fingled them ontin a mi-
raculous mannsr to favour them, snd call them his
own; this alarmed him at ones; and thersiore he re-
folves to Fullow them, lay eluie fisge to them, and ks
all the meafures pollible to bring them 1o rebel againt;
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and difobey God, that he might be provoked to deltroy
them s and how near he went to bringitto pals, we
Frall fer prefently,

This making a calf, and payingan idolatrons wor=
fliip to it (for they acted the heathens and idolaters,
not in the fetting up the calf only, but in the manner
of their worlhipping, viz dancing and mufiz, things.
they had not been acguainted with in the worlhip of
the true God}, | mention bere, to ghierve how the de.
vil not anly impofed upon their principles, but vpon.
their fenfes too; as if the awiul majelty of heaven,
whofe glory they had feen in mount sinai, where they
Rood, and whofe pillar of clond und fire was theie
guide and proveftion, would be worlhipped by dan cing
round a calf | and that not a living creaturs, ot a real
ealf, but the mere image of a calf calt in gold, or, as
fome think, in brafs gilded over,

But this was the devil’s way with mankind, namely,
wo impole npon their fenfes, and bring them into the
groffeft fullies and abiurdities; and then, having frlt
made them fools, it was much the eafisr to make them
effenders,

1u this very manner he adted with them thro® all
she courfe of their wderncls travels; for, as they
were led by the hund hike children, defended by Om-
nipotence, fed by miracies, inftrufted iminediately from
heaven, and in all things had Mofes for their gnide;
they had no room to milcarey, but by adting the great-
afk ablordities, and comuitting the greatell folliet in
nature ; and, even thefe, the devil brought them to
be guilty o, in @ farprifiog manner : 1. AS G hime
felf relieved them in every exipence, and(upplied them
in every want, cne would think ‘twas impe @itie they
fhoald be ever brought toquefiion rither his willings
ne's or his ability, and yet they really abj ciedagainlt
bhy which was indesd very pr:wn*{in; s.and 1 doubt
pot, that when the devil bad franght them to aft in
fuch a prepoterouy manusr, he reslly hoped Al bes
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Tieved God would be provoked effzfiually : the tefi
monies of his care of them, and ability to fupply them,
were miraculons and undenisble ; he gave them wa-
ter from the rock, bread from the uir, feor the fowls
1o feed them with Aeth, and fupported  them alb the
way by miracles ; their health was preferved, none
were fick among them, their eloaths did pot wear
out, nor their {hoes grow old-upen their feet ; could
any thing be more abfurd than to doubt, whether he
could provide for them, who had never letthem want
for o many years?

But the devil managed them in fpite of miracles;
rior did he ever give them over till he had brought fix
hundred thoufand of them to provoke God fo highly,
that hewould not foffer above two of them to gointo
the Tind of promife ; fothat, in thort, Satan gained
his point as to that generation, for all their carcales
fell in the wildernzfs, Letvs take but a fhort view to
what an height be brought ’em, andin what a rude;
abfurd manner they afted 5 how he fit them upea
murmuring vpon every occafion, now for water, then
for bread ; nay, they murmured ac their bread whea
they had it ** Qur foul Toaths:-this light bread-"*

He fowed the feeds of church rebellion in the fons
of Aarom, and made Nadab and Abjhu offer firange
fire till.they were lrangely confamed by fire for the
deing it.

He fet them a complaining at Taberah; and a lufls
ing for flefh at the firlk three days journey from mount
Simai,

He planted envy inthe hearts of Miriam and Aaron;
againft the authority of Mofes, to pretend God had
fprken by them as well'as by him, till he humbled the
father, and made a Jeper of the danghrer,

i debauched ten of the (pies, frighted them with
fham appearances of things, when they went out to-
fearch the land; and made them fright the whole
people cut of their underfanding as well as duty,.
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for which fiz hundred thoufand of their carcafes fell
in the wildernels,

He raiied the rebellion of Korah, and the two hun-
dred and filty princes, till he brought theo tobe {wals
lowed up alive. 3

He put Mofes into a paflion at Meribah, and rufi=d.
the temper of the meskeltmanvpon earth ; by which
he made both him and Aaron forfeit their (hare of the
promife, and be {hut out from the holy land,

He raifed a mutiny among them when they travel-
led from mount Hor, till they brooght fery ferpents
among them to defiroy them.

He tried 1o make Balanm the prophet.corfe them
but there the devil was difappointed: however, he
brought the Midianites to debauch them with women,
as in the cafe of Zimri and Cozbi. .

He tempted Achan with the wedge of gold, and.
the Babylonith garment, that he might take off che
accorfed thing, and be detlroyed,

He tempied the whole people, mot eficftually te
drive out the curfed inhabitants of the land of pro.
mife, that they might remain, and be goads in their
fides, till, at Jalt, they often opprefied them for their
idolatry; and, which was. worfe, debauched them to
idalatry.

He prompted the Benjamites to refuie futisfattion fo-
the people, in the cale ol the wickednefs of the men
of Gibeah, to the defirudtion of the whele tribe, fix
hundred men sxcepted in the rock Rimmon,

At laft he tempted them to rejedt the theocracy of
their Maker, and call npon Samuel to make them a
king: and meolt of thoie kings-he made plagoes and
forrows to them in their time, as you fhall hearin.
their order.

Thus he plagued the whole body of the perple
eontimually, muking them fin againkt God, and bring
judgments upon themielves, to/the confuming foms
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millions of them, firlt and lall, by the vengeance of
their Maker,

As he did with the whole congregation, fo he did
with their ralers, and feveral of the judges, who were
made infiruments to defiver the people; yet were
drawn into (mares by the dubtle forpent, to ruin them:
felves, or the people they had delivered,

He tempted Gideon to make an Ephod, contrary tor
the law of the tabernacle ; and made the children of
Hracl go a whoring (that is, a worlhipping}) after it

He tempted Samfon to debavch himiell with an
harlot, and betray his own happy fecret to a whore;
at the expence of both his eyes, and, at laft, af his
life,

He tempted Eli’s fons to lie with the women in the
very doors of the tabernacle, when they came to bring
their offering to the priclt ; and he tempred poor ER
to connive ut them, or not fulficiently reprove them..

He tempted the people to carry the ark of God in-
to the camp, that it mighe fall into the hands of the
Philillines. And

He tempted Vzzsh toreach out bis hand to held i
up; as if he thathad preferved it in the houle of Da-
gon the idol of the Phililtines, could not keepit from
falling ont of the cart,

Whin the people had gotten a king. he immediates
ly fet to work in divers ways to bring that king toload
them with plagoes and calumities nora few.

He tempted Saul to {pare the king of Amalek, cons
trary to God s exprefs command,

He not only tempted Sauly, bot pofl fled him with
an evil ipirit, by which he was left to wayward dif; o-
fitions, and was forced to have icfiddled oot of him
with 2 minlirel

He tempred Saul with a fpiric of difcontent, and
with a (piric of epvy at | cor David, to-hunt him like
& partridge wpon the mountains

He tempted Sanl with a fpiric of divipation, and
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fznt him to a witch to inguire of Samuel for him; as
if God would help him when he was dead, that had
foriaken bim when he was alive,

After that, he tempted him @ kill himfelf, on a
pretence that ha mizhe not fall into the hands of the
eacireumcifid 3 asif felf murder was not half fo bad,
cither for finagsint God, or difgrace among men, a3
being taken prifoner by a Philiitine ! A piece of mad-
nefs nene but the devil could have broughe mankind
to luhmit ta, the', fome ages after that, he made it a
falhion amung the Romans,

Alter 5aul was dead, and David came to thethrone,
by how mnch he was a man chofen and particularly
favoured by heaven, the devil fe'l vpon him with the
more vigour, attacked him fo many ways, and con-
quered him fo very often, that, asno man was o good
a king, fo hardly any good kng was ever a worle
man; in many cafes one would have almoit thooght
the devil had made {fport with David, to fhew how
eafily he could owerthrow the belt man God could
chonle of the whole congregatien.

He wade him diftroft his benefaflor fo muach as to
feipn himfelf mad before the king of Gath, when he
bad A:d to him for fheltes,

He made hin merch with hbis fase hopdred cots
throats, to cot off poor Nabal, znd all his houfhald, only
becanie he would not f2nd bim the good chear e had
provided for his honelt fheep (hearers,

He made himn, for bis. word's fake, give Z'ba half
his mufler's eitace tor his treachery, after lie knew he
had been the traitor, and betrayed paor Mephibofheth
for the fuke of ir; in which !

4 The good old king,, it feems, was very loth

* To break his word, and therefore broke hisoath.”

Then he tempted him to the rigicuious projedt of
pumbering the people, thongh againll God’s exprefs
command; a thing Joab himfelf was not wicked e-
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mough to do, till David and the devil forced him to

i,

And, to make him completely wicked, he carricd
him to thetop of his houfe, 2nd fhewsd him 3 naked
Jady, bathing herizlf in her garden; in which it ap.
peared that the devil knew David too well, and what
was the particular fin of his inclination ; and fo ok
bim by the right handle ; drawing him at once into
the fins of murdsr and adolrery.

Then, that he might not quite give him over {tho’
David's repentance for the Jait fin kept the devil off
for 2 while), when he could atcack bim no farther per-
fonally, he £:1l upon him in his family, and made him
as miferable as he could defire him to be, in his chils
dren; three of whom he brooght to deltru@tion before
his faee, and another afrer his death

Firft, he tempted Amnon to ravilh his fifler Tamar;
fo there was an end of her (poor girl !) as to this
world : for we pever hear any more of her,

Then he tempted Abfalom to wurder his brother

" Ammon, in revenge for Tamar's maidenhead.

“Then he made Joab ron Abfalom through the body,
gontrary 1o David’s command. ; !

And after David's death he brought Adonijah (weak
man !} to the bleck, for ufurping king Solumon's
throne,

As to Abfalom, he tempted him to rebeliion, and
raifing war againft his father, to the terning him
fhamefuily out of Jernfalem, and almoft out of the
kingdom.

He tempred him, for David's farther mortifcation,
to lie with his father's wives, in the face of the whale
city: and, had Achitopel's honelt cousfel been fol-
Yuwed, be had certainly fent him to {leep with his fa-
thers, long before his time—Bat there Satan and A-
chitapel were hothi outwitte! together,

Through all the reigns of the feveral fucceflors of
Pavid, the devil took care to carry oa his oWn gaineg,
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to the continual infulting the meafures which God him-
felf had taken for the cltablithing his: people in the
world, and efpecially as a church ; tll at laft he fo
effeétually debanch’d them to idalatey; that crime
which of all nchers was moft proveking to Ged, as it
was carrying the people away from their allegiance,
and tranfpofing the homage they ow'd God their mak-
er, to 2 contemptible block of wood, oranimage of 2
brute bealt ; and this how fordid and  brutifh foever
it was in itfelf  yer fo did his actifice prevail ameong
them, that,firft or laft, he bronght them all into it,
the ten tribes as well as the two tribesy till, at'laift,
Gadhimlelf was provoked tovnchureh them, gave them
np to their enemies, and the few that were left of
them, after incredible flaughters and defolacion, were
hurried away, {ome into Tartary, and others into Ba-
bylon, from whenece wery few, of that few that were
eurried away, ever found their way home ag=in ; and
fome, when they might have come, would not sceept
of it, bot continu=d there to the very coming of the
Melliuh  §ecc epift cs of St James, and of 8t. Peter,
at the beginning.

But to look @ little back upon this part (for it can»
mot be omitted, it mak:s [b conliderable a part of the
devil’s hiftory) : T mean his drawing Gad's people,
kings and all, into all the fins and-mifchiefs which
gradually contributed to their deftroftion :

Firlt (for he bepan immediately with the very helt
and wilelt of the race), h= drew in king Solomon, in.
the midil of all liis zeal for the hoilding Cod's houle,
and for the making the molt glorions and magnificent
appearance for God's worthip thatever the world faw;
I fuy, in the middle of all this, he drew him into fuch
immoderats and infatiable an appetite for women, 21
to fet up the firlt, and perhaps the greatelt feraglio of
whores that ever any prinee in the world had, or
pretended to before; nay. andto bring whoring fo-
much ints reputation, that, as the text fays, feven
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hundred of them were prine=fles 1 that is to fay, ladies
of quality 1 Not-as the grand fignors, and great mos
guls (othor princes of the caftern world), huve lince
pradifed, namely, to pick up their molt beaatiful Daves;
but thele, it feems, were women ot rank, kings dongh-
ters, as Pharach’ dunsheer, and the dauphrers of the
princes and prime men among the Moahites, Amma-
mites, Zidonians, Hirrites, &c. 1 Koge xi. 1.

Nar was thisall ; but as he dréw him into the love
of thefe forbidden women (for fuch they were, as to
their mation, as well as number), fo he enfnar’d him
by thofe women to = familiarity with their worlhip;

‘and by degrees brought that famous prince (Amous
for his wi'dom) to be the greatelt and moft impos>d-
upon old fool in the world ; bewing down to thofe
idols by the enticing of his whores, whom bhe had ab-
horr*d and detelted in his youth, as dilonouring that
God for whom, and for whofe worlhip, he had finilh'd
and dedicated the molt magnificent building and tem-
plein theworld, Nothing but theinvinciblz fubtlety
of this arch devil could ever have brought fuch 2 man
as Solomon to fuch a degenerady of manners, and to
fuch meann:flec: no, not the devil himfilf, without
the :flillance of his whores, nor the whores themfelves,
witchour the devil to help them.

As to solomon, Satan hid made eonqueft enocugh
there ; we need hear no more of him: The nest ad-
wance he mude, was in the perfon of his fon Rehobo-
am. Had not the devil prompted his pride, and t¥-
ranmical bumour, be would never have given the peo-
ple fuchan anfwer as he did ; and when he [aw a fel-
Jow at the head of them too, who he knew wanted and
waited for an occafion to raife a rebellion, and had
ripened up the penple’s humour to the occufion: Well
might the text call it litening to the counfel of rhe
young heads; that it was indeed with a vengeance
Lut thofe young heads too were afted by an old devil
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who, for his craft, is call'd, as I have oblerv'd, the
old Serpent.

Having thos pav'd the way, Jeroboam revalts, Se
far God had direfted him; for the texe fays exprefly,
fpeaking in the frell perfon of God himielf, This thing
is of me,

But the’ God might appoint Jerohoam to be king
{that is to- fay, of ten tribes), yet Gaod did not ap-
point him to fet op the two calves in the two extreme
partsof the land ; viz in Dan, andin Bethel 5 that
was Jeroboam’s own doing, and done on purpole to
keep the people from falling back to R=hoboam, by he-
ing obliged <o go to Jerafalem to the public worlhip
And the tezt adds, Jeroboam male Ifrael to fin, 1 his
was indeed & malter -piece of the devil’s policy, and
it was efie@ual to anlwer the end; nothing ecould
hawve been more to the purpole  'What reafon he had
to expedl the people would {b univerfaly come into ir;
and be fo well fatis Bed with a covple of calves, inltead
of the troe worfhip of Geod at Jerufulem ;" or what
arts and management he (Satan) made ufe of after-
swardg, to bring the people in, to join with fuch a de-
Iufion; that we find but litde of in all the anoals of
Hatan; nor is it much to the cale: ' Tis certain the
devil found a firange kind of propenfity to worlhip.
ing idols rooted in the tempér of that whole people,
¢ven from their firft breaking away from the Egyptisn
bondage; fo that he had nothing to do bur to wark
aipon the old flock, and propagate the ¢riine that he
found was fo npatur«l to them And this is Satan's
generil way of working, not with them only, but with
us alio, and with all the world, even then, and ever
fince. :

When he had thus fecur’d Jeroboam's revole, we
need not trace him among his fuceellors ; for the (ame
reafon of [late that held for the fecting up the calves
gt Bethel and Dan, held good for the keeping them up,

to all Jeroboum s pollerity; mor had they one'good
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king ever after; even Jehn, who calld his friends'to
.come and fee his zeal for the Lord, and whe [ulfil'd
the threatnings of Gad upon Ahab and his furily, and
apon Queen Jegehel, and her effspring, and knew #ll
the while that he was executing the judgment of the
grue (7ad vpon an idolatrous race; yet he wonid not
jpart with his calves, but would have thought it had
‘been parting with bis kingdom, and thatas the people
would have grneup to Jerufilem o worlhip, fo they
would at the fame tire have ransferr'd their civil 0
bedienee to the king of Judah {whafe right it really
was, as far as they could claim by birth and right line )y
fo that, by the way, Satun, any mare than other poli-
ticisns, is not for the fur divinum of lineal focceilion,
or what we call hereditary right, auy farther than
gerves for his-purpole,

Thus Satan ridded his hands of ten of the twelve
trites ; Jet us now fee how he went on with the reft,
for his work was now hrought into aparrower coms
pufe; the church of God was now reduc’d o Lwo
tribes, except @ few religious people, who (rparated
from the fehifm of Jeroboam, and came and planted
themielves among the trites of Judah and Benjamin:
Thefirlt thing the devil did after this, was to foment
a war between the two kings, while: Jodah wis go-
weroed By a boyor youth, Abijeh by name; and he
none of the helt neither: Bur &od’r nime was not
come, and the devil receiv'd a great difappointment §
when Jeroboam was fo intively overthrown, that, if the
records of thole ag-=s do not miltake, o lefs than
ge0.000 men of Lrael were kill'd; fuch & fwghter,
that one wonld think the army of Judab, had they
known how toimprove as well as gaia a vifory, might
have brought all the reft back agiin, and have intire-
iy redoced the hoofc of Jerobean and the ten tribes

that follow'd him. to their ohedence:; muy, they did
take a preat deal of the country from them, and a-
moog che et Bethel itfelf; and yet fo cunningly did
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“Satan manage, that the king of Judah, whoe was him-
felf awicked king, and perh.ps an idolater in his
heare, did not take down the golden calf that Jero-
boam had there, no nor deliroy the idolatry itfelf; (o
that, in lhert, his v.&tory lignified nothing,

From hence to the captivity, wefind the devil bafy
with the kings of Judali; efpecially the befl of them+

_As for foch as Manailzh, und thofe who tranfgrefi'd
by the general tenor of their lives;, thofe he had no
great tronble with,

But fach as Afa, Jehothaphat, Hezckiab, and Jofiah,
he hung about themn, and their courts, till he broaghe
every one of them mte fome milchief or other,

As firlt, gond king Afa, of whom the feripture fays,
his heart was perfe& all his days, yet this fubtle fpi-
tit, that could break inupon himno where eliz, tempts
ed him, when the king ot:lir.el came cut againit him,
to fend to hive Benhadad, the king of Syria; to help
him ;-as if-Fed, who had’ before enabled him to cons
quer the Ethiopiuns with' an'army of ten hondred
thoulend men, could not have fuved him from the
king of the ten 'tribes,

In the fame manner he tempted Jehofhaphat to join
awith that wicked king Ahab againit che king ot Syria,
and alfo to marry his fon to Ahuli's diughter, which
s fatal ro Jehofhaphat, and to'his poftericy.

Again, Hetempied Hezzkidh to hew all his riches
to the king of Bubylon's meffeagers; wnd who'ean
donbt, but that he (Satan) ¥s to be und ritosd by che
wicked fpiric which fiood before the Lord, 2 Chrom,
xviil. 20. and offered his fervice to cntice Ahsb the
king of Tirac] to come out to hattle, to his ron, by
being a lying fpirit in the mouths of all his prophers 3
mmd who, for that time, hed a fpecial conmiffian,
us he had another time in the eaf: of 0 ? and in-
deed it was a commiflion fir for nobiadybutthe devily
Thou [halt entice Bim, and thoa fhale allo pr:v.ul ¢
Gu out, and do even [o, vt 21,
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Even good Jofiah himfelf, of whom it is recorded,
that like him there was no king before him, neithee
after him arofe there any like him, 2 kings axiit. 25,
yet the devil never left him with his machinations, til,
finding be could not tempt him to any thing wicked
in his government, be tempted or moved him 10 2
needlels war with the king of Egypt, in-which he loft
his life.

From the death of this good king, the devil pre-
wail'd fowiththe whole nition of the Jews,and brought
them toluch an inerrrizible piteh of wickednefs, that
God gave them up, forfook his habitation of glory,
the temple, which ke [ulfer'd to be (poil'd ficlt, then
burnt and demolilh’'d ; cefiroying the whole nation of
the Jews, except & fimail number that were left, and
thole the enemy carvied away into caprivity.

Mor was he futisfizd with this general delftroftion of
the whole people of Ifracl, for the ten tribes wers
gone before ; bat be follow’d them even into their cap-
tivity ; thole thut fled away to Egypt, which they t:il
us were feventy thoufand, he eit corrnpted, and then
they were dellroyed there, upon the overthrow of E-
gypt, by the fame king of Babylon,

Alfo he went very near to have them tooted out,
young and .old, man, woman, and child, who were
in captivity in Babylon, by the minillry of that true
agent of hell, Haman tne Agagite; bot there Saran
met with a difappointment too, as in the ltory of Eits
her, which was but the fourth that he h d met with,
in all his management fi ce theereation; Iy, there
he was difappointed, and his prime miaiter Hamnan
was exalted, as he deferv’d,

Having thus far traced the govecnment and domi-
nian of the devil, from the creation of man to the
captivity 3 I think I may cell upon him to fer up lis
Randard of univerfal e npire, at chat period; it feem’d’
juft thenas it God bad really forfuken the eorth, 2nd
given the intire Jominioa of mankind vp to his vut-
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rageausenemy the devil; for, cxeepting the few Liva-
elites which were left in the torritories of the king of
Babylon, and they were but a fow, [ fay, excep: a-
mong them, there was not one corner of the world
leit where the troe Gwd was call'd spon, or his domi-
nion fo much as acknowleg'd ; all the worid was bu.
ried in idolutry, and that of (o many hereid kinds,
that one woald think, the light of reafon fhould have
convine'd mankind, that he who exaded fuch bloady
fucrifices us that of Moloch, and fuch a bloady cut-
ting themfelves with knives, as the pricfis of Baal did,
could not be 3 Ged, a good and beneficent being, b
mult be a eruel, voracions, and devouring devil, whoie
end was not the good, but the defiru@ion of his creas
tores : Bat to fuch an height was (he blind dementat-
ed world arriv'd at that time, thatin thele fordid und
corrupt ways they went on worlhippinz dumb idals,
andoffering hyman facrifices tothem ¢ and, in a word,
<ommitting all the moil horrid and ahfurd abo nina.
tions that they were capable of, or that the devil ¢oald
prompt them to, till heaven was agam pat, asit were,
to the necefity of bringing about a revolution, in ta-
vour of his awn forfaken people, by miracle and fare
prize, as he had dene before,

We come thercfore to the refloration or retarn of
the captivity: Had Saran been able to huve adted a-
ny thing by force, as Bhave obfery d hefore, all the
Pprinces and powers of the world having been, as they
really were, at his devotion, he might eafily have
made ufe of them, arm'd al the warld againft the
Jews, and prevented the rebuilding the temple, and
even the retarn of the captivity,

But now the devil’s power manifefly received a
check, and the hand of Gsd appear'd in it; and that
he was refolv’d vore-eftabhifl his people the Jews, and
to havea fecond temple buile: The devil who knew
the extent of his own rower ton well, and what limi-
tations were laid upon him. ftood Rill as it were logk-

H .
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ing on, and ot daring to oppofe the return of the
eaptivity which he very well kuew had been prophe-
fied, and would ¢oine to pals.

He did indecd make fome little oppofition 1o the

building, and to the fortifying the ciry, but as it was
to nio purpofe, fo he was foon obliged to give itover;
and thus the captivity bemng returned, and the tem-
ple rebuilt, the people of the Jews increafed and mul-
tiplied to an infinite number and frength; and frem
this time we muy fay, the power of the devil rather
declined and decreafed, than went on with fuccels, as
it had done before: itis troe the Jews fell into feds
and errors, and divifions of many kinds, after the res
turn from the captivity, and no doubt the devil had a
great hand inthofe divifions ; but he could never bring
shem. back to idolatry ; and his being not able to do
that, made bim turn his hand fo many ways to plague
and opprefi them ; as particularly by Antiochus the
great who brought the abomination of defolation inte
the tioly place; and there the devil trivmphed over
them for. lome time ; bur they were delivered many
aways, till at lalt they came peaceably under the pro-
tefiion rather than the dominion of the Roman em-
pire: when Herod the great governed them asaking,
and re-edified, nay, almolt rebuilt their temple, with
o great an expence and magnificence, that he made
it, as fome [ay, greater and more glorious than that
of Solomon’s; tho' that 1 take to be a great —fa-
ble, to fay no worle of it,

In this condition the Jewifh church Rood, when
the fuinefs of time, as *tis called in feripture, was
come; and the devil was kept at bay, though he had
made fome encroachments npon them s above; for
there was a glorious remnant of faints among them,
fuch as old Zacharias the father of Jobo the baptilt,
and old Simeon, who waited for the fslvation of Liacl;
1 fay, in this condition the Jewifh church flood when
the Mefliah came into the world; which wasfuchan-
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other mortal Rab to the thrones and prineipalities in- °
fernal, as that of which T have (poken already in chap,
Ii1, arthe creation of man § and'therefore with this [
break off the antiquities of the devil's hiftory, or the
antient part of his kingdom ; for from hence dowa-
ward we fhall find his empire bas declined pradualiys
and tho' by his wonderful addrels, his prodigious ap-
plication, and the vigilince and fidelity of his inflru-
ments, as well haman as infermal and diabolical, and
of the human as well the ecclefiaitic as the fekular, he
has many times retrieved what he has lofl, and (ome-
times bid far for recovering the univerfal empire he
once poffeffed over mankind; yet he has been (il de-
feated again, repulled, and beaten back, and his king-
dom has greatly declined in many parts of the world;
and efpecially in the northern parts, except Greut
Britain; and how he has politically maintain=d his
interefl, and increaied his dominion, among the wife
and rightecos gencration that we coliabit with and
among; will be the fubje® of the modern purt of Sa-
tan's hiltory, and of which we are next to give an ac-
count,
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the former part of this work, and brought his af-

fuirs down from the eveation, as far as to oor blef-
fed chriftian times; efpecially to the coming of the
Mefliah, when one would think the devil could have
nothing to do among us. I have indeed but touched
at fuch things which might have admitted of a far.
ther defeription of Satan’s wifairs, and the particulars
of which we may all come to a farther knowlege of
hereafter ; yet 1 think I have {poken to the material
part of his condud, as it rclates to his empire in this
world : What has happened to his more fublimated
government, and his angelic capacities, 1 (hall have
an occafion to touch at in feveral folid particulars as
we go along,

The Meilish was now born, the fulnefs of time
was come, that the'old ferpent was to have his head
broken; thac is to fay, his empire or dominion over
#nan, which he gained by the fall of our firil tather
and mother in Paradife, received a downfall or aver-
throw.

It is worth obferving, in order to confirm what [
have dlready mentioned of.the limitution of Satan's
power, that not only his angelic frength feems to
have received a further blow upon the commng of the
fon of God into the world, bot he feems to have had

I Have examined the antiquitics of Satan's hiflory in
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a blow upon his intelle@ts ; his ferpentine eraft and
devil like fubtlety feems to have been circumferibed,
and eut fhort; and inftead of his being fo cunning a
fellow as before, when, as § {41d, "tls evident he cat-
witted all mankind, nat only Eve, Cain, Noah, Leot,
and afl the patriarciis, but even nations of men, and
thatin their public expscity; and therehy led them
into abfurd and ridiculows things, fuch as theboilding
of Babel, and deifying and wnﬂ!ﬁiing their kings,
when dead and rotten ; idolizing bsalls, Nocks, Rones,
any thing, and even nothing; and, iv a word, when
he managed mankind juft as he plealed.

Now, and from this timie [orward, he appiared a
weak, foohilh, ignorant devil, compared to what he
wis before,  He was tpon almoflevery occafion re
fifted, dilappointed, balked, and defeated ; efpecially
in all his attempts to thwart or crofs the miffion and
miniltry of the Mefliah, whilé he was vpon earch, and
fometimes upon other and véry miean occafions too.

And firlt; how foolifh'a prejed was it, and how ba-
low Satan's celebrated artifice in like cafes, to put
Herodupon fending to kill the poor innocent children
in Bethichem, in hopes to @eltroy the infant ? ‘for I take
it for granted, it was the desil put into Herods
theughts that execution, how fimple and foolilh fo.
ever; now we mufl alléw him to be very ignorint of
the nativity himfelf, orelle he might calily have puid-
ed husfriend Herod tothe place where the infant was,

This- (hews that either the devil is in general igna-
rant, as we are, of whatis to come in the world, be-
Fae it is really come to pafs; and, confequent’y, can
foretel nothing, no aot fo much as our farous ofd
Merlin or mother Shipton-did3 or ¢1fe that greate-
wenit was hid from him by an immediate power fope-
rior o his, which I cannat think neither, cunﬁd:ring
htne much he was concerned in it, and haw certainly
be knew that it was-once to coms to pals,

But be thac as it will, tie certsin: the devil knew

H.3.
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nothing where Chrill was born, or when ; nor was he
able to direft Herod to find Rim out; and therefore
put bim upon that foolifh, as well as cruel order, to
kil a1l the children, that he might be fure to defiroy
the Mcfiih among the relt,

The next fimple fep that the devil took, and indeed
the molt foolith one that he eould ever becharged with,
unworthy the very dignity of a devil, and below the
underflanding that/he always was allowed to a&t with,
was that of coming to tempt the Mcliah in the wils
derneft; it is certa'n, and be owned it himfelf afters
wards, npon many cccafions, that the devil knew our
Savioor to be the fon of God ; and ’tis as certain that
hie knew, that as fuch he could have no power or ad-
vantage over him; how feolifh then was it in him to
attack bim in that manner, if thouo beelt the fon of
God? why he knew him to be the {on of God well e-
nough; he faid fo sfterwards, ** 1 know thee who thou
art, the holy one of God ;™ how then could he be fo
weak a devil as to fay, if thow are, then do fo and fo?

The cale is plain, the devil, tho' be knew him to
be the fon of God, did not fully know the myfery of
the incarnations nor did bhe know how-far the inani-
tion of Chrift extended, and whether, as man, he was
not {ukjedt to fail as Adam was, tho' his referved God»
head might be fill immaculate and pure; and wpen
this foor, as be would leave nomethod uniried, heat-
tempts him three times, one immediately aftsr another;
but then, fAinding himfelf difappointed, he flzd.

This evidently proves; that the devil was ignorant
of the great myflery of godlinefs, as the texc calls it,
God manifeft in the fefh; and therefore made that
foolifh attempt upon Chrift, thinking to have conguer-
cd his human nature, as capable of fin, which it was
not: and at this repulfe hell groaned 3 the whole ar-
my of regimented devils received a wound, and fele

the fheck of ity "twas & fecond overthrow to themj
they had a long chain of fuccels; carried a devilith
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congueltover the greatell past of the creation of Gods
bot.now they were cut fhort, the feed of the woman
wit fiow come to break the f=ppent’s head ;5 thatis, to
cut thort his power, 1o contrad the limizs of his king-
dom, and, in a word, to dethrone him in the world:
no doubt the devil received a fhock: for you iind him,
alwayiafterward, erying cut in a horrible manner,
whenever, Chrilt met with him, or elfe very humble
and fubmillive ; as when he bepged lsave to go into
the herd of fwine; a thing he has oft-n done fincs,

Defeated here, the firlt fratagem 1 fad him cons
cern'd in afcerit was his entering intn Jodas, and put-
ting him upen betrayng Chrill to the chief prielt; but
here again he was intirely miaken ; for he did not fez,
as much a devil as he was, what the eventwould bes
But, when he came to know, that if Chriit was patto
death, he would become & propitiatory, and be the
greatdacrifice of mankind, fo to refens the fallen rpcs
from that death they had incure'd the penalcy of; by
the fall ; that this was the fulflling of all [eripturs
prophecy 5 and that thus it was that Qhrift was to bs
thetod of the law; 1fay, as foon as he perceiv'd this;
Iie firowe all he cou'd to grevent it, and difturb'd Pie
late’s wile in her fleep, in order to fer her upon ber
huwdband to hinder his delivering him op to the Jews:
for then, and not-till then, he knew bow Chrifl wasto
vanqgoifh hell by the power of his erofs,

«Thos: the devil was difappointed, a5l espoled in
every ftep he took; and as be now plainly faw his
kingdom deelining, and even thetempural kingdom of
Chriltirifing up upon the ruins of his (Satan's) pow.,
ery he feeri’d to retreat into his own region the air,
and to-confuule there with his&llnw devils, what mea-
fores-he (hould take nest to preferve his dominion a.
mong-mens Hereit wasthat he refolv'd upon thae
truly hellifhthing callid perfzeution ; by which tho' he
prov'd 4 foalith devil in.thattoo, he fitter’d himfeIf he
thould be able to.deliroy God's church, and root out

H 4
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its profeffors from the earth, even almolt ag foon-as it
was cftallilh d; whereas, on the contrary, heaven
counteradted him there teo; and tho' he arm'd the
whole Roman empire againll the Chrillians, thatisto
fay, the wholeworld, and they were fallcpupon every-
where, with all the fury and rage of fome of the
moft Haming tyrants that the world ever {aw, of whom
Mero was the firlt 5 yer, in fpite of hell, God made all
the blood, which the devil cans'd to be fpilt, to'be fer
moen ecclofia; and the devil had the mortification 12
fee, that the nomber of Chriltians inereafed, even un~»
der the very means e made ufe of to root them obh
and deflroy them; this was the cale thro' the reign
of all the Roman Emperors, foe the firlk three hune
d 1 ed years alter Chriik. :
Having thos tried a}l the metheds that belt fuited
his inclination, I mean thofe of biood and death, coms
plicated with tortures, and all kinds of cruelry, and
that for fo loag afpace of time as above; the devil all
on a fudden, asif glutted with blood, and fatiated
with deflroftion, fits Rill, and besomes a peaceable
fpe@aror for a good while ; asif he either found him~
felf unable; or had no difpolition, to binder the pro-
grefs of chriflianity, in the firk ages of its fettlement
in-the world; in this interval the chrillian church
wae eltablifb'd under Conftantine, religion flourifhed
“in peace, and under the moit perfed tranquillity : the
devil feem'd to be at a lofs what he houid do next, and
things began to look as if Satsn's kingdom was at an
end : but he foon let them fee, that he was the fume
indefatigable devil that ever he was; and the proipe-
rity of the church gave him a large field of adtion ;
for knowing the difpofition of mankind to quarrel
and difpute; the univerfal paffion rooted in nature, el
. pecially: among the churchmen, for precedency and
deminion, he fell to work with them immediately; fo
that, turniug the tables, and re-affuming the {ubtlety
and craft, which, I fay, be feem’d to have lofl in the
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farmer four hundred years, he mained more greand in
the tiext ages of the church, and went Farther towards
reltoring his pow:rand empire in the world, and o~
wards ‘overthrowing that wery - charch which was {o
lacely eftablithed, than all-he had done by fire and
blood before.

His policy nowfeem’d to be edged with reféntment,’.

for the miftakes he had made ; asitthe devil, louking
back with anger at himlelf, to fe whara fool he had
been, to expeft 4o ‘cruih: religion by peclecution, re-

joic'd for having difcover'd, thatliberty and dominion *

was the only wuy to ruin the church, not fre and
fwggot ; and that he had nothing to'do; but to give
the zealous people their utmolt hberty in religion, on-
Iy fowing error and varisty of cpinion among them,
and they wonld bring fire and faggotin falt enough
among themielves.

It muit be confefs’d - thefe were devilifh politics;

-

and fofure was the aim, and foccrtain was the devil ¢
ta biv his mark by them, thac we find he not only did <

not fail then, buc the fame hellith methods have pre-

vail'd [till, and will do fo to the end of the world. Mor-

had the devil ever @ better game to play “than this,:

for the ruin of religion, as we {hall ‘have room ro fhiew
in-many examples, belides thit of the diffenters in
England; who are evidently weakened by the late to-
leration 1 ‘whether the devil had any hand in baiting
his heok with an a—-of piarliament or no, hiflory is
fileut: hut. "tis-too evident he has catch'd the fith by

it;7and if the honelt church of England does not in -

pity;:and chriftian charity to the diffenters, Areight-

en her hand & dittle; I cannot-but foar the devil will ¢

gain his point, and the diffenter will be undone by it.
Upor this new foue of polities the'devil began with

the emperors thembelves s Arios, the father of the

heretics of that age, having broach'd his opinions;

and Athanafins, the orthodor bifhop of the eall, ap~

pofing him; the -durilﬂun fooner fiw the door opeg
5



178 The Modern History

to {lrife and impofition, but he thruft himfelf in, and
raifing the guarrel up to a fuited degree of rage and
fpleen, he involved the good emperor himfelf in It
firlt, and Athanafies was banifhed and recall’d, and
banifh'd and recall’d again; feveral times aserrorran
bigh, and as the devil either got or loit grouad. Af-
ter Conftanting, the next emperor wad a child of his
ewn [Arian); and then the court came all into the
quarrel, as courts often do; and then the Ariuns and
the Orthodox perferuted onc anather as forioully as
the Pagans periccuted them all before.  To fuch an

“height the devil brought his congueft, in the very in-
fancy of the queltion ; and fo much did ke prevail o-
wer the true chriftianity of the primitive church, even
before they bad enjoy'd the liberty of the pure wor-
thip twenty yeurs,

Flufh'd with this fuccefs, the devil made one puth
far the reftoring Paganifm, and bringing en the old
worlnip of the beathen idols and teniples ; but, like
cur King James 11 he drove too hard, and Jalian
had to provid’d the whole Roman empire, which was
generally, at that time, become chnflian, that had
the apedate lived, he wonid mot have besa able to
have held thz throne ; and, as he wascut off in his
beginning, paganiim expir’d with him, end the devil
himfelf might Kave cry'd oor, as Julian did, and with
much mare propricty, Ficifi Galifae,

Jovian, the next emperor, being a glorious Chrifti-
an, and 4 very good and great man, the devilabdica-
ted for a while, and left the chriftizn armies to re ef-
tablilh the orthodox faith; nor could he biing the

Chrillians to a breach again among themfelves a great
while after, i

However, time, and a diligent devil, did the work
at laft; wad when the emperors comcerning them.
felves one way or other did nut appear fuficient toans
fwer his end, be chang’d handsaguin, and went' to
work with the clergy s to fet the dodtors o &ually
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together by the ears, he threw in thesew notion of pri-
mucy among them, for a bone of contention § thebait
took, the priefis {wallow’d it eagerly down ; and the
devil, & cunninger filherman than ever St, Peter was,
firnck them (asthe anglers eall it) with a quick hand,
and hung them fait upon the hook,

Having them thus in his elutches, and they being
pow, as we may fay, his own, they took their mear
fures afterwards from him, and molt chediently fol-
Juw'd his dire@ic=s 3 nay, T will not foy bue he may
have had pretty much the management of the whole
fociety ever fince, of what profcllion or party lotver
they may have been, withéxeeption only to the reve-
rend and right reverend among ourfelves.

The facrzd, s above, beingthas hook'd in, sndthe
devil being at the head of their affairs; matters went
on maoit gloriouily his own way; ficlt, the bithops fell
to bandying und party making for the fuperiority, as
heartily 25 ever temporal tyrants did for domiaion;
snd took us bluck and devilith methods to-carry it on,
as the worll ef thole tyrants ever had: doue before
them, ;

At lafl Satan declar'd for the Roman pontiff, and
Yhatupon excellent conditions; inthe reign of the et
peror Mauriting; for Boniface, who bad long cone
tended for the title of {opreme, fell into a treaty with
Fhocas, captain of the emperorts guard ; whetherthe
bargain was from hell or noty let any one judge; the
conditioms abiolately ndtle the devil to the honour
of making the contra® ; viz. That Phocas Grfl mur-
derng hi¢ mafler (the emperar), and his {ons, Bomis
fuce Thould countznanee the treafbn, and deelare him
emperor 3 and, in retorn, Phocas thould acknowlege
the primacy of the church of Rome, and declare Bo-
nifece univerfal bithop, A bicfled compadt! which
at once fer the deyil at the head of affairsin the chris
Rian world; as well fpiritoal as temporal, eocleGaltic
ascivil, Sincg the conquelt over Eve in Paradile, by

He
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" which death and the devil, hand in hand, eRabliflnd
their firlt empire upon earth, the devil never gain'd 2
micre important point than he gained at this time.

He bad indeed profpered in his affairs tolerably well
for dome time before this, and his interelt among the
clergy had got ground for fome ages; buc that was
indeed a fecret management, was carried on private-
1y, and with difficalty ; as in fowing difcord and fae-
tion among the people, perplesing the councils of
their princes, and fecretly wheedling in with the dig-
nilicd clergy.

Alfo he had raifed abundance of little church-re-
bellions, by fetting up  heretics of feveral kinds, and
ruifing them favourers among the clergy {uch as Ebi-
ony Covinthus, Pelagins, and others,

He bad drawn i the bithops of Rome to fet up
thie riviculous pageantry of the dey; and while he, the
devil, &t open the gates of bell to them all, put them
vpon Jocking up the gates of heaven, and giving the
Lithop the key; a cheat which, as grofs as it was, the
wevil i gilded over, or {0 blinded the age to receive
it, that, lke Gidern’s Ephod, all the catholic world
went a whoring after the idol; and the bifhop of
Weme fent more fools to the devil by it, than ever he
pretended to let into heaven, though he epen’d the
docr as wide as his key was able to do.

The ftory of this key being given to the bifhop of
Rome by 5t Peter (who, by the way, never had it
himfelf), and of its being loft by fomebody or other
(the devil itfeems did not tell them who, ) and it, bes
ing found again by a Lombard foldier, ia the army of
king Antharis; who, attempting to cut it with his
knife, was mirsct oully forced to direft the wound to
himfelf, and cot his own threat; that king: Antharis

and his noblee, happened to {ee the fellow do ic, and
were ¢onverted to chriftianity by it 4 and thattheking
fent the key, with anether made like it, to pope Pelu
gius; then bifhop of Rome, who thercupon affom’d the
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power of openingand fhutting heaven’s gates 3 and he
afterwards festing & price, or tolly vpon the entrance,
aswe do here at paffing a turppike; thefe Roc things,
Liay, were fuccefstully- managed for fome years bes
fore this [ am now fpeaking of ; and the devil gota
great deal of ground by it toe; but now he wrinmph d
openly, and, having {et upa murdzrer wpon the rem-
peral throne, and a churgh emperor upon the ecclefi-
aftic throne, and both of bis owo choofing, the devil
may be fuid to begin his new kingdom trom this epo-
cha, and call it the refloration,

Since this time indeed, the devil's affiirs went very
merrily on, and the clergy brought fomany gewgaws
into their worlbip, jand fuch devilifh’ principles were
mix'd with that which weeall’d the chriftian faith 3
that in a word, from this time; the bilhop of Rome
commenc'd whore of Babylon,in all the moft exprefa
terms that could be imagio'd: tyranny of the worlt
fort erept into the pontificate, errors of all forts into

_the profeffion ; and they proceeded from one thing
to another, till the very popes, for fo the bithop of Rome
was -now called, by way of dillinflion ; I fay, the
popes themiclves, their {piritual guides, proleis’d o-
penly to confederate with the devil, and to carry on
a perfonal and private correfpondence with him, at
the fame tme taking upon them the title of Chrift's
vicar, and the infallible guide of the confciznces of
Chriltians.

This we have fundry inftances of in fome merry
popes; who, if fame lies not, were forcerers, magici-
ans, had familiar fpirits and immediate converiation
with the devil, as well vilibly asinvilibly ; and by this
means became what we cell devils incarnate. Upon
this aceount it is, that I have left the converfation
that pafles between devils and men to this place, as
well becaufe | believe it ¢iffers nipch now in his mo-
dern ftate, from what it was in his ancient tate; and
therefore, that which moll concerns us belungs rather
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to this partof his hiftorys as allp, becaufe, as Tam
mow writing to the prefent sge, Lehooft to bring the
moft fignificant parts of his hiftory, efpecially asthey
relite to oorfelves, jato shat part of time that we are
molt concerned in.

The devil hud ance, as I obierv'd before, the unis
verfal movarchy er government of mankind in him-
£1Fs and 1doubt not but, in rhat Bourifhing Rave of
i uffuirs, ke governed them like what he is, viz. an
abfolute tyrant ; during this theocracy of his, for Sa-
ran is called the God of this warld, he did not fami»
Yiarize himiell to mankind fo much, as he finds ocea-
fion to do nows thece was not then fo much need of
it 3 hegoverned then with an ablolute fway 5 he had
his cracles, where he pave nndience to his woraries
Jike & deity 3 snd he had his fob-gods, who under his
feveral difpafitions; receivid the hoaage vl mankind in
their pames ; fach were all the rabblesf the heath=n
deities, from Jupiter the fopreme, to the Lares, or
hewlhold prds of every fumiiy; thefe, ¥ fiy, like refi-
dente, receiv'd the prluﬂriﬁoui 3 bue the homage was
all Satan’s; the devil had ‘the fubllance of o ally
which was the idolatry, ;

During this adminitration of hell, there was lefi
witchcraft, lefi true literal magic, than there has been
fince: there wais indeed no-nged eof i, the devil did
not ftoop to the mechanizm of his mere modern ope--
rations, but roled as a doity, and receiv’d the vows
and the bows of his (ubjeéts in more flate, and with
more folemnity whereas, fince that, he bs content 1o
employ more agents, and take more paias bimfelf too;
fiow heruns up and down hackney in the world, mare
like  drudge than a prioce, and much mere than he
did then,

Hence all thole things we call apparitions and vifie
ons of ghofts, familiar fpiiits, and dzalings with 1he
devil, of which there is {o great a variety in the world
atLhis tme, were not (o much knowa ameng the peo-
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plr, in thofe Relk ages of the devils kingdom; ina
ward, the devil {rems to be put to his (hifts, and to
fly 1o art and frratagem for the carrying on I:il.':".if-_
fuirs, mach more now thanhe did then, =~

Oue reafon for this may be, thae 1z has been more
difcover'd and expofed 16 thele ages, than he was be-
fere s then he could appear in the world in hisown
proper (hapes, and yet not be known ; when the fons
of Ged appear’d at the divine fammons, Satan came
along with thedi; but now he has plaid {o wany
{eurvy tricks npon men, and they know him fo well,
that he is obliged to play gaite our of fight, and a&t ia
difguife; mankind will allow nothing of his daing,
and hear nothing of'his faying, in his own name:
and if you propofe uny thing to be done, and itbe but
faid thedevil is to help in the doingit: o ify o fay
of any mun, he deals with the devil, or the devil has
2 hand in ity every body fliee him, and (huns him, as
the moft fr:'gh:f'u.[ thing in the world,

Ray, if any thing Grange and improhable be done,
ot'relited to be done, we prefintly fay the devil was
at the doing itz thus the preat diteh ar Newmarket-
Heath is calléd the devil®s ditchy fothe devil buile
Crowland abbey; and the whilhering-place in Glou-
cefter cathedral ; nay, the eave at Caflleton, only be- |
caul: there's no getving to the farther end of ir,
call'd the devil's A—, and the like : the poor people
of Wiltfhire, when you afk thembow'the great (tones
at Stonthenge were brought thither; they'll all tell
you the devil broaght them :' If any mifchicf exrranre-
dinary belals vs, we prefenely fay the devil was in it,
and the devil would have it [6¢ in 2 word, the devil
has got an ill numeamong vs, and o he is fain toaf
more in tewebris, more incor. than he vied to dﬂ,__{lhr
oot of fight himfelf, an { work by the fap, as the enpi-
neerscall it: and notapenlyand avowedly, in his gwn
pame and perfon, as formerly, the' p-rhaps not with
le fuccels thun be cid belore : and this lsads me 1o
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inquire more narrawly into the manoer of the devil's-
management of his uffsirs, fince the chrifian religon:
began to Apread in the world, which wanifelly dif-
fers from his conduft in miore antieat times 1 inwhich,
if we difeover fome of the molt conluammate fool's po-
licy, the molt profound fimple craft: and the moll fub-
tle thullow manzgement of things that can, by our
weak gnderftandings, be coceeiv'd, we mait oaly re-
folve itinto this, that, in fhort, it isthe devil, '

G H A AP dE
OF Hell, ar it i reprefented to ur; and bew the devil’
ir ta be underflood, ar being perfonally in Hol, when
ab the fame time we fnd bim at liberiy ranging ever
the auorld.

T is true, as that learned and pleafantanthor, the

dmimitable Dr. Brown, fays, the devil is his own
hell ; one of the moft conflitating parts of his infelici~.
ty is, that he cannot a& upon mankind brevs manu,-
by his own inherent power, as.well as rage; that he
eannot cnhinge thiscreation ; which, as | have obfer-
ved in its place, he had the utmoft averfion to from
its beginning, as it was & ftated defign in the Creator,
to fupply his place in heaven with & new (pecies of be-
ings call'd man, and fll the vacancies cccafioned by
his degeneracy and rebellion,

This fill'd him with rage inexprefible, and harrible:
refolutions of revenges and the impoflibility of execns
ting thofe refolutions torments him with defpairg
this, added to what he was.before, makes him 2 com-
pleat devil, with an hell in his own brealt, and a fire
unquenchable burning about his heart,

1 might inlarge here, and very much to the purpafe,
in deferibing fpherically and marhematically that ex-
quifite quality call'd a devilith {pirit; in which it
would patorally oceur, to give you a whole chapter
upon the glorious articles of malice and envy, and ek
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pecially upon that lofcious, delightful, trinmphant
palion:cill'd reveage ; how narural to man, niy even
to both fexes ; how pleafant in the very contem plation,
tho' there be not jult ar that timea power of executic
oni -how palatable it isin ithlf; and how well it
relifhes when dith'd up with its proper fauces ; fuch
as plot, contrivance, fcheme, and confederacy, all lead-
:.ng on o ::uunuﬂ ¢ how it pofiefles an human foul
in alf the mnfﬂ'.ﬁnﬁble parts; how it impowers man«
kind to firi in ipugmatmn as effeftvally vo all fororein-
tents and porpofes (damnation), as if he had fGnned
afvally : how fufe a praflice it is oo, as to punifh-
ment in this life ; namely, that it impowers us to cut
throats clear of the gallows, o flander virtue, re-
proach innocence, wound honour, and (ab reputati-
on ; and, in a2 word, to do all the wicked things in
the warld, out of the reach of the law.

It would alio require fome few words ta deferibe
the fecret operations of thole pice qualities, when they
reach the human foul ; how effe@tually they form an
hell within us, and® how imperceptibly they affimilate
and transform us into devils, mere human devils, as-re-
ally devils as Sutan Wimfelf, or any of his angels ; and
that thercfore *tis not fo moch ontof the way, aslbme
imagine, to fay, fach a man is an incarnate devil; for
as crime made Satan a devil, who was before a bright
immortal feraph, or angel of light, how much more
eafily may the fame crime nmke the fame devil, the?
every wiy mesner, and more contempiible, of a man,
or a womin either 2 But this is too grave a fubjedt for
me &t this time.

The devil being thus, | fay, fied with rage and en-
¥y, i confequente of his jealoufy; upon the creation
of man; his tarment is increafed tothe hipbelt-by the
Kimitationol his power, and being fortid to a3 againft
munkind by fores of arnss thisis, [ fav, part of his
hell; which, as above, is withia him, ao:d whiell he
carries with him v here ever he goes; nor is it {o didfis
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cule to conceive of hell, or of the devil gither, under
this jolt deferipuon, as itis. by all the wisal notions
that we are taught to entertain of them, by (the old
women) ourinfirudtars; for cvery manmay, by raking
bt a common view of himielf; and making 4 ja't fira-
tiny into his own paflions, an fome of their particulac
excurfions, fee an hell within himfelf, and him{elf a
mere devil a3 long as the inflammatios lalts ; and that
as really, and to all intents and  purpofes, as if he had
the angel [satan) before his fuce, in all his locality and
perfonality; thatis to fay, all devil and monfier in
his periun and an immaterial, but intenfe fAre Aiming
about and from within:him, at all the pores of his bo-
drll .

The notions we receive of the devil, as a perfon
beinginbell as 2 place, areinfinitelyablurd and ridicu.
Jous: the firlt we are certain is not true in fad, bes
caufe he hasa certuin liberty (however limited, thatis
not to the purpole), is daily vilible, and to be traced
in his feveral attacks upon mankind, and bas been fo
ever finge hisfirft appearance in paradife; astohiscor
poral vifibility, that is not the prefeat quefion neither ;
*tis enough that we can hunt him by the foot, that we
can follow him a5 hounds do afox upon an hot feent ¢
We can fee him as plainly by the effed, by the mil-
chict he does, and more by the mifchief he puts us tps
on doing, I {ay, as plainly, as if we law him by the
gL
Itis.not to be doubred but the devil canfee us whea
and where we cannot [ee him ¢ and as he hasa perfon,
ality, tho'it be fpiritnous, he and his angels too may
be reafonably fuppofed to inhabit the world of fpirits,
and to have free mccefs from thenceto the regions of
life, and to pals and repafs in the air, as really, the’
not percepiible ta us, as the (pirits of men do, after
their releale from the body, pals to o place (whers ¢-
wer that is) which isappeinted forthem, .

It the devil was confin d te-a place (hell) as & pri-
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fin, he conld chen have no bufine(s herej and if we
pretend to deferibe hell, as not a prifon, but that the
devil has liberty to be there, or not tobe there, as he
pleafed, then he would certainly never be there, or
hell is not foch & place as we are taught tounderftand
it to be,

Indeed, according to fome, hell thould bea place of
fire and torment to the foals that arecalt into ir, but
pot to the devils themielvess whom we make little
more or lefs than keepers and tornkeys to hell, as a
gaol; that they are fent about to bring fouls thither,
lock them in when they come, and taen away opon
the fcent to feteh more ; that ooe fort of devils are
made to live in the world among men, and to be buly
continually debauchingand deluding mankind, bring-
jng them as it were to the gates of hell; and then,
another fort are porters and carriers to fetch thém in,

This is, in (hort, little more ‘or lefs than the old o«
ry of Pluto, of Cerberos, and of Charen; only that
ourtale is not half fo well told, nor the parts of the
fable {o well laid rogether.

1n all thele notions of hell, and the devil, the tor-
mentsof the firlt, and the agency of the lafl tormenting,
we meet With not one word of the main, and" perhaps
only accent of horrer, which belongs to us to judge of
abaut hell, 1 mean, the ablence of heaven; expulfi-
onand exclufion from the prefence and face of the
chisf nhtimate, the oaly eterpal and fufficient good ;
and this lofs faftzin’d by 4 fordid neglect of opr cons

cernnin that excellent part, in exchange for the molk
:nnt:mpt:ble and jultly i:onl.li: :d trifles, and all this
eternal and irrecoverable ‘}‘L e ptnpf etellus nothing
of the cternal reproaches of conlcience, the horvor of
delperation, and the anguithof a mind hopelets of e
ver fezing the glory, which alone conflicates heaven,
and which makes all other places dreadiul, and even
dusknels icfelf.

And this bringsme dire®ly to the point in hand;
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viz. the flate of that hell we ought tohave in view,
when we ipeak of the devil as in hell: this is the v
ry hell, which is the torment of the devil; in fhort
the devil isin hell, and heli is in the devil: he is Rild
with this unguenchable fre, he is expeli’d the place
of glory, banilh'd from the regions of light; abfence
from the life of all beatitude is his curde; defpair i
the reigning paflion in his mind ; and all the link
conftituent parts of his torment, foch as Tage, COvY,
malice, and jealoufy, are confolidated m this, 1
make his mifery complete; viz. the doration of it all,
the eternity of his condition ; that he is without hope:,
without redemption, without recovery, i

If 2ny thing can inflime this hell, and make it how

ter, "tis this only, and this does add an inexpreffible
horror to the devil himfelf; namely the feeing man
{the enly creature he hates) placed in 2 Rate of reco-
very, a glorious efsblifbment of redimption formed
for him in heaven, amd the frheme of it perfe&ed on
earth ; by which this man, the’ even the devil by ‘his
art may have deloded him, and drawn him inte
crime, is yet in a flate of recovery, which the devil is
not; and that it is motin his (Satan's) power to pre=
ventit: now takethe cevil as he isin his own natore
angelie, 2 bright immortal fersph, bhrsven born and
having tafled the eternal beatitude, which thefe are
appointed 1o enjoy; the lofs of that fate to himfelf,
the pofieflion of it granted 1o his rival, the’ wicked
like and as himfelf ; I fay, takethe devilas he is, ha
ving a quick fenfe of his own perdition, and a fAing
ing fightof his rivals felicity, ‘tis hell enongh, and
more than enongh, even for an angel to frpport; no-
thing we can conceive, can be worfe,

As to any other fire than this; fuch, and fo immases
riolly intsufe, as to torment a fpirit, which is itfef
fire alii g 1 will net fay it canont be, beeanfe to infi
pitc every thing is peflible; butl muf fay, I cazset.
conceive rightly ofit, :
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1 will not enker here into the wildom or reafona-
blencls of reprefenting the torments of hell to be fire,
and that fire to be a commixture of Bame and fulphoey
it has pleafed God to let the horror of thole eternal
aponies about a lolt heaven be laid before us by thofe
fimilinades or allegorics, which ire moft moving to cur
finfes, and to our underitandings ; nor will I difputs
the polRoility 3 much lefs will T doubt butthat thereis
to be a conlummation of mifery to all the ohjeds of
mifery, when, the devil's kingdom in this world end-
ing with the world itlelf, that liberty he has now may
be farther abridg’d 3 when be may be return'd to the
{ame Gate he was in between the time of his fall and
the creation of the world § with perhaps fome additi-
onal vengeance on him, fuch as at prefent we cannot
defcribe, for all that treafon, and thole high crimes
and mildemeanors, which he has been guilty ot here,
in his converfition with mankind,

As his infelicicy will be then confummatedand com-
pleted, fo the infelicity of thatpart of mankind, who are
condemn'd with him, may receive a confiderable ad-
dition from thofe words in their fentence, to be top-
mented with the devil, and his angels ; for as theab.
Jence of the fupreme good is a complete hell, fo the
hated company of the deceiver, who was the great
caufe of his fuin, muft be a fubj-& of additional hor-
ror, and ke will be always faying, as a Scots gentle-
man, who died of his excelles, [4id w the famous Dy,
P——, whocame to fee him on kisdeath bed, boc
had been too much his companion in his life,

O tu fiundamenta fecifli—

Iwould not trear the very fubje@ itllf with any
indecency ; nor do I think my opinion of that held,
which 1 fuy confifts in the abfence of him, in whom is
heaven, one jor lefs folemn than theirs who believe it
all fire and brimflone ; but 1 mult own, that, to me,
nething cau be more ridiculous, than the notions that
weenieriain, and fill our heads with, about hell, zod
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about the devils being there taementing of founls, broil-
ing them wpon gridirons, banging them wp wpen
hooks, earrying them upon their backs, and the like;
‘with the feveral pictores of hell, reprefented by = great
mouth with horrible teech, gaping like'a cave on the
fide of a mountain ; fuppofe that appropriated to Sa-
tan in the Peik, which indesd is 'not much anliks i,
with a fiream of fire coming out of it, a3 there isof
water, and {inaller devils going and coming contina-
slly in 2nd out, to fetch und carry fonls the Lord
knows whither, and for the Lord knows what,

Thefe things, however mtended for terror, are in-
deed fo ridiculoos, that'fhe devil imfelf to be fare,
wmocks ac them ; and 4 man of fenfe can hardly re-
fraindoing the like; only T avoid it, becaufe I would
mot give offince fo-weaker heas,

However, 1 il not eomlimentthe hraing of other
men at the cxpence of my own, or il nonlenfs be-
cuule they can uncertband no otiver ; I think all thefz
notions and reprefentations of hell, and of the devil,
to be as profane as they are ridicoloss s and 1 ought
no more ta talk profanely than merrily of them.

Letus learn to talk of thefe things then, as we
fhould do; and as wersallycannotdelceibe them to our
rezion and nnderftanding, why (hould we deferibe
them toour fentes?  We had, I think, muoch bhetter
not deferibe them at all, thitis o fay, not Altemptiit: |
the blefled spollle St. Puul was, as he faid himflf,
carrizd up, or caught up, into the third heaven; yer,
when he came down again, he could neicher tell what
he heard, or deferibe what he faw: all he could fay
of it was, that what be héard was unutrerable, 2nd
what he faw was inconceivable,

It is the fame thing as to the fate of the devil,in
thole regions which e now poflifies, and where be

now mere particularly inhabits : my prefent bufinefs
then is, not to eater into thofs grave things o as to
make them ridiculows, as 1think molt prople do that
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talk of them » bat as the devil, let his refidence be
where it will, his evidently free lzave to come and go,
not into this world only (I mean the region of our at-
mofphere), but, for aught we know, 1o all the other

- inhabited worlds which God has made, where.ever
they are, and by whatfoever names they are, or may
be, known or diffinguithed; forif he isnot confinedin
one place, we have no reafon to beleve he is excluded
fram any place, heaven only excepted, from whence
he was expell’d for his treafon and rebellion ;

His liberty then being thus afcertain’d, three things
feem to be material for us to give an aceount of, in
order to fiirm this part of his hiltory,

1. What hie bufinefi is on this globeof earthrwhich
we vulgarly call the world; how he afls among
us; what affairs mankind and he have rogether
and how far his conduft here relates to us, and ours
is, or may be, inflozned by him,

2. Where his principal refidenceis; and whether
he has nota particalar empire of his own, to which
he retreats upon proper occalions ;3 where he en-
tertaing his friends whea they come under his par-
ticolar adminiftration y and where, when he gets
any viftory over his enemies, be carrics his prifon-
ers of war,

3. What may probably be the great bufinefs this
black emperor bas at preient upon his-hands either
in this wotld, erout ofiit: and by what agents he
works,

As thefe things may, perhaps, run promifcooufly
thro' the courfe of this whole work, and frequently
be tauch'd at under other branches of the devil's hi-
ftoeye fo I do not propofe them 2s heads of chapters,
or particular [c&ions, for the arder of difcourfle to be
handled apart ; for (by the way) as Satan’s adlings
have not been the moit regular things in the worid,
fo; in oue difcourfe about him, it mo't not be expafied
that we can always tic ourfelves down to order and
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regularity, either as to-time, or place, or perfonis
for Satan being hic & wbigne, a loofe ungoverned lel-
Yow, we mult be content to trace him where we cim
find him. o

It is troe, in the foregoing chapter, I (hew'd youn
the devil entered into the herd ccclefiaftic, and gave
you fome account of the firll fuccefeful flep he took
with mankind, fince the chriftian epocha; how ha-
ving fecretly managed both temporal and fpiritual
power apart, and by themiclves, he now united them
in point of mansgement, and broughe the church u-
furpation and the army’s wfurpation together : the
pope to blefs the general in depofing and murdering
his malter the emperor ; and the general tg recognize
the popein dethroning his malter Cheilt Jelos,

From this time forwurd, you are to allow the devil
a myliical empire in this world; not an adion of
moment done without him not a treafon but he has
an haud in ity not a tyraot buc bhe prompts him, nota
gov rnment bot he has a——in iv: not a ool but:he
tickles him, not a knave but he guides him: he has a
finger in every frand, a key to every cabiner, from
the Divan 2t Conltantinople, to the Millilippiin France,
and to the South-5ea cheats ar t from the Brit
attack upon the chriflian world, in the perfon of the
Romilh Antechrift, down to the Bu'l Unigenitus ; and
from the mixture of 5t. Peter and Confucivsin China,
to the holy office in Spain ; and down to the Emlins
and Dodwells of the current age.

How he has managed, and does manage, and how,
in all probahility, he will manage till his kingdom
fhall cone toa period, and how, at laf, he will pro-
bahly be managed himlelf, inguire within, and you
fhall know farther,
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Qf the manner of Satan's afing and carrying on bir af-
Sairs in this avorld § and particalarly of bir erdigary
norkings in the dark, by pojfefion anud agzitation.

HE devil being this reduced to aét upon man-

kind by Rratagem only, it remzins to inquire
how he performs, and which way he dirc&s hisattackss
the faculties of man are a kind of a garrifonin a ftrong
cafile, which, as they defend it on the one hand un-
der the command of the reafoning power of man's foul,
fo they are preferibed on the other hund, and can't
fally out without leave; for the governor of a fort
dioes not permit his foldicrs to hold any correfpondence
with the enemy, without fpecial order and direftion,
Now the great inguiry before usis, How comes the de-
vil to a parley with vs ? How does hs converie with
our fenfes, and with the underltanding ? How does he
reach vs § Which way docs e come at the affeftions,
and which way does he move the paffions ? *Tis a lit-
tle difficule to difcover thistreafonable correfpondence
and that difficuley is, indeed, the devil’s advantage,
and, for anght 1 fee, the chicf advantage he has over
miankind.,

Itis alfo a great inquiry here, whether the devil
knows our thoughts or no? If I may give my opinion,
1 #m with the negative ; 1 deny that he knows any
thing of our thoughts, except of thofe thonghts which
he puts us upon thinking ; for I will not doubt, but he
has the art to injedt thoughts, and to revive dormant
thoughts in us ¢ It is oot fo wild a ftheme as fome take
it to be, ‘that Mr. Milton lags down, to reprefent the
devilinjeding corrupt defires, and wande ring thouglts,
intothe head of Eve, by dreams; and that he brought
Ver 1o dream whatever he put into her thoughts, by
whilpering to her vocally when (he was afleep ; and,
to this end, he imagines the devil laying him{EIf clpfe
10 her ear, inthe fhape of a toad, when fhe was falt a-
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(leep; T fay, this is not fo wild a fcheme, feeing even
now, il you can whifper any thing clofe to the eor of
a perfon in @ deep fleep, fo s to fpeak dillindily to the
perfun, and yet not awaken him, as has been frequent-
Iy tried, the perfon flzeping (hall dream diftinétly of
wihat yoo fay to him; nay, (hall dream the very words
you fay.

e have then no more to alk, bat how the devil can
convey himfelf to the ear of a fleeping perfon ; and it
js granted then, that he may have power to make us
dream what he pleafes: But this is not all; for if he
can o forcibly, by his invifible application, canfe us to
dream what he pleafes, why can he not, with the fame
facility, prompt cur thoughts, whether flzcping or wa-
king ! Todream, is nothing elfe but to think {=epiog,
and we have sbundance of deep headed pentlemen a-
mong us, who give us ample llimony, that they
dream waking.

Bat if the dexil can prompt vs to dream, that is to

fay, to think; yet, if he does not know our thonghes,
how then can he tell whether the whifper had irs ef-
fet? The anfwer is plaing the devil, like the angler,
baits the hook; if the filh bite, he lies ready to rake
the advantage; he whiipers to the imagination, and
then waits to fee how it works; as Naomi faid to Ruotch,
chap. iii, ver. 18. ** Sit [iill, my daughter, until thon
* know how the matter will fall ; for che man will
«¢ ot be atreft until he have Aaifhed the thing."” Thus,
whep the devil had whifpered to Eve in her fleep, ae-
cording to Milton, and fuggeled milchi-f to her ima-
gination, he only far [l to fee how the matter wounld
work; for he knew, if it took with her, he fhould hear
mpre of it; and then, by finding her alone the next
day, without her ordinary guard ber husband, he pre-
fently concleded fhe had fwallowed the bait; and fo
autacked her afrelh,

A fmall deal of craft, and lefs, by far, than we have
reafon to believe the devil is mafier of, will ferve todil-
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caver, whether fuch and fpch theughts as he knows
he has foggelied, have taken place or noj the adion
of the perfon prefently difcoversie, at lealt ta him that
lies ulways upon the watch, and has every word, eve-
ry geflure, every fep, we take fublequent to his ope-
ration, open to him: it may therefore, for aught we
know, be a grear miltake, and what moit of ps'are
guilty of, to tell our dreams toone mnother in the
morning, after we have been difturbed with them in
the night; for if the devil converlis with ns {o infkn-
fibly, as fome are of opinion he doss, that is to @y, if
he can hear as far as we can fee, we may be telling
our {tory to him indeed, when we think we are an'ly
talking to one another.

This brings me molt naturally to the lmpnr:iml. in-
quiry, whether the devil can walk about the world in-
wifibly or na ? The truthis, this is no quefion to me;
for as | have taken away his vilibility already, and
have denied him all preicience of futurity too, and
have proved he cannot know our thoughts, nor pot
any force uwpon perfons or a&ions, if we [hoald take a-
way bis invifibility tos, we {hould undexil him quite,
to all intents and purpoles, 25 to any mifchicF he conld
doy may, it would banith him the world, and he might
¢'en go and feek his fortuae fome ihere elf= 3 for if
he could neither be vifibie or invifible, neither adtin
public or in private ; he conld neither have bufinefs or
being in this fphere, nor could we be any way con-
cerned with him,

The devil thersfore moft certainly has a powsr and
liberty of moving about in this world, after fome man-
ner or another 3 this is verified 25 well by way of al-
legory, as by way of hiflory, in. the feripture itfelf;
and as the firll Nrongly fuggelts and foppofes it to be
{o, the laft poficively sfferts ity and, not to crond this
work with quotations from a hook which we have nat
much to do with in tha deyil's fiory, at lealt not much
to his fatisfafion, I enly hiothis perfonal appeirance

La i
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to our Saviour in the wildernefe, whereit = faid, *the
¢ devil taketh him up to an exceeding high moun-
“ tain;™ and in another place, ** the devil departed
+ from him." What fhape or figure he appeared in,
we do'not find mentiored ; but 1 cannot donbt his
sppeariog to him there, any more than I can his talk-
ing to our Savicurin the mouths, and with the vnices,
of the feveral perfons who were under the terrible
affli@tion of an adual pofl:fion.

Thefe things leave us no room to donbt of what is
advanced above; namely, that he {the devil) has a
certain rifidence, or liberty of refiding in, and mov-
ing about upon the f{urface of this earth, as well as
in the compals of the atmofphere, vulgarly called
the air, in fome manner or other: that is the genes
ral.

It remains to inguire into the manner; which I
refolve into two kinds :

1. Ordinary, which I foppofe to be hic invifible mo-
tions as & fpirit; under which eonfideration I fup-
pale him to have an vnconfinéd, onlimited, unre-
firained liberty, as to the manner of afting ; and
this cither in perfons, by poflffion ; or in things,
by agitation,

2. Extraordinary ; which I underftand to be his ap-
pearances in borrowed [hapes and bodies, or thas
dows rather of bodies; affoming (pecch, fgure,
poflure, ind feveral powers, of which we can give
little or no account; io which extraordinary man-

ner of appearances, he is cither limited by a fo.
perior power, or limits himfelf politically, as being
not the way molt for his interelt or purpofe, to
att in his bufinefs, which is mcre effe@ually done

in his Rate of obfcority.
Hence we mull fuppole the devil has it very much
" in his own choice, whether to a8t in one gapacity, or
in the pther, orin both; that isto fay, of appeariog,
and not appearing, as he finds for his purpofe: inthis
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ftats of invifilllivy, und vader the operation of thefe
powers and liberties, he performs all his fundlions and
offices. as devil, as prince of darknefs, as god of this
woeld, as tempter, accuier, deceiver, and all whatlo-
ever other names of office, or titles of honour, he is
known by.

Mow taking him in this large unlimited, or little
limited Rate of aétion, hs is well ealled, th: God of
this World ; for he has very much of the attribute of
omniprelence, and may be {uid, cither by himfelf, or
his agents, to be every where, and fee every thing;
that is to fay, every thing that is vifible; Ffor I cannot
allow him any fhare of omnifcience at all.

That he rages ahout every where, is with us, and
fometimes in us, fees when he is not feen, hears when
he it not heard, comes in without leave, and goes ont
without noife ; is neither to be fhut in, nor (hut our;
that when he runs from us, we can't eatch him; and
when he runs after ue, we can’t efcape him; is feen
when he is not known, and is known when he is not
feen y all thele things, and more, we have knowledgs
encogh about, to convinee us of the truth of them;
fo that, as T have [aid abeve, he is certainly walking
to and fro thro® the earth, &c. after {fome manner or
other, and in fome fgore or other, vifible or invilible,
as he finds occalion, Now, in order to make oor
hilbory of him complete, the next quellion before us
iz, how, and in what manner, he afts with mankind?
How his kingdom is earried on ; and by whatmethods
he does his bufinefs, for he certainly has a great deal
of bufinefs to do; he is noranidle fpeftator, nor is he
walking about incognito, and cloathed in mift and
darknefs, purely in Kindnels to us, that we {lould nnc
b frighted at him; but "tis inpolicy, that he may adt
undifcovered, that he may fee and not be feen, may
play his game in the dark, and not be derzted in his
roguery ; thathe niay prompt mifchief, raife tempeils,
blow up coals, kindle ﬂfﬂ:. embroil nations, ofe ins

3 [’
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{iruments, and not be known to have his band in any
thing; when at the fume time he really has an hand
io every thing,

Some are of opinion, and I among the reft, that if
the devil was perfonally and vifibly prefent among os,
and we converfed with him face to face, we (hould be
{o familiar with him in a Lttle time, that his ugly fi-
gure wonld not affe@ ns atall; thathis terrors would
mot fright us; or that we fhould any more trouble
ourfelves about him, than we did with the [uft great
comet in 1678, which appeared fo long, and fo con-
flantly, without any particular known évent, that at
Ialt we took no more notice of it, than of the other
ordinary {tars which had appeared before we or our
anceltors were born,

Nerindeed Thould we have much reafon to be fright.
ed at him, or at leall none of thole Glly things could

be fuid of him, which we now amule curfelves about,
and by which we fet him vp, like a [care crow, to
{right children and old women, to fill up old Rories,
snke fongs and ballads; and, ind word, carry on the
foweprized buffoonry of the common people; we
fhould either fee him in his angr_lic form, =5 he was
from the original ¢ or, if he has any deformities en-
tiiled upon him by the fupreme fentence, and in jul-
tice to the deformiry of his erime, they would be of a
fuperior natore, and fitted more for our contempt ag
wellas horeor, than thole weak fanficd triflss contrived
by our antient devil raifers and devil makers, to feed
the wayward fancies of old witches and forcerers,
who cheatad the ignorant world with & devil of theic
own making, fet forth, fn terreréss, withbat’s wings,
horns, cloven foot, long tail, forked tongus, and the
Tike,

In the nest place, be his frightful figure what it
would, and his legions as numezrous as the hoft of
heaven, we fhould fee him fil, as the prince of devile,
tho' monllrovs as a dragon, flaming a5 a comer, tall
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as & mountain, yetdragging his chain after him equal
to the utmolk of hisfuppoled ftrength; alwaysinculy
tody of his gaolers the angels, his power over powsr-
cd, his rage cowed snd abated, or at lealt awed, and
inder corredtion, linited and reftrained ; in a2 word,
we fhould fee him a vunquifhed flive, his {pirit brok.
en, his malice, theagh notabated, yet hand cuffed
and overpowsred, and he not able to work any thing
apuinlt us by force s fo that he would be to us bop like
the lions in the tower, ncaged and locked up, unabls
to do the hurt hie withes to doy and that we fear, oc
indeed any huart at all,

From hence 'tis evident, that "ts not his bufinels to
be public, or to walk up and down in the world vi-
fibly, and in his own fhape; his affairs require differ-
ent management, as might be made appareat from
the pature of things, snd the manner of our adlings,
s men, either with nurfzlves, or to one another.

Nor could ke be [erviceatle in his generation, as &
public perfon, as now he is, or anfwer the end of his
party who employ bim, and who, if he wasto datheir
bufinefs in public, as be doesia private, would oot be
able to employ him atall,

As in our modern meetings, for the propagation of
impudence, and other virtues, there would be no ens-
tertainment, and no impravement for the good of the
age, if the people did not all appear in malque, and
concealed rom the common chlervations fo neither
could Satan { from whofe management thole more hap-
py sffemblies are taken, as copies of a glorious origi-
nal ) perform the oiwal and necellury bufinels of his
protellion, if he did not appear wholly in covert, and
under needful difgnifes: how, but for the convenience
of hishabit, conld he calt himi=lf into o many hapes,
aft on {o many oifferent feencs, and turn fo many
wheels of ftate in the world, a5 he has done? as a
mere profeflcd dewil he could do nothiag.

Had he been obliged always to aft the meredevilin

14
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his own eloaths, and with his own (hape, lp’pﬂ‘l‘iﬂgﬂ?‘
permoft in all cafes and places, he could never have
preached in fo many pulpits, prefided in [o many coun-
cils, vored in fo many committees, fatinfo many courts,
and influenced o many parties and faflions in church
and Mate, as we have reafon to believe he has donein
our nation, and in cur memories too, as well as in o-
ther nations and in more anticnt times, The fhare
Satan has had in all the weighty confufions of the
times, ever fince the firlt ages of chriftianity in the
world, has heen carried on with fo much fecrecy, and
fb much with an air of cabal and intrigne, that no-
thing can have bzen managed more fubrily and clole-
iy; andin the fame manner has he afed in our times,
in crder to conceal his inverell, and the infloence he
bas bad iy the councils of the world.

Had it beea poflivlefor him to have raifed the Aames
of rebellion end war fo often in this nation, as he cer-
tainly has dose 7 Could he have agitated the parcies
<n both fides, and inflamed the fpirits of three nations,
if he had appeared in his own drefs, a mere naked
devil? Tt is not the devil as a devil, that does the
mifchief, but the devil in malquerade, Satan in fuil
difguile, and adting at'the head of civil confulion and
diliradlion, ;

If hiltory may be credited, the French courr, at the
time of our old confufions was made the {cene of 3a-
tan's politics, and prompted both parties in England
and in Scotland alfo, ta quarrel ; and how wasitdone?
Will any man offer to feandalize the devil fo much
as to fay, or {o much as to fuggelt, that Sacan had
no handin it at all ¢ Did not the devil, by the agen.
cy of cardinal Richlien, (end 400,000 crowns at ope

time, and 600,000 at another to the Scots, to raife
an army, and march boldly into Eagland ? and did
not the fame devil, at the (ame time, by other agents,
reitit Boo coo crowns to the other party, in order to
raife an army to full vpon the Scots ?  Nay, did not
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the devil, with the fame fubtil-ty, fend down the
archbilhop's order to impolt the fervic: book uponthe
people in Seotland 3 aud, at the fame time, raife n mob
againit it, in the great church (at 5t Giles’s) ! Nay,
did not be aftually, in the perfon of an old woman
(hs favourite infirument), throw the three legged
fool at the fervice nook, and animate the zealous peo-
ple to take up arms for religion, and turn rebels for
God's fuke?

Al thele happy and fuccefsful nndertakings, tho!
%tis no more to be doubted they were done by the a.
geocy of Satan, and in a very (orprifing manncr too,
yet were all done in {feerer, by what L call podliMliom
and injeflion, and by the aycncy and contrivance of
foch inuruments, or by the devil in cthe difguile of
fuch fervants as he found out Bieed to be employ-d in.
his work, and whom he took a2 more effectual care in
concealing of,

Bot we [hall have occafion to tonch all this part o«
werdgdin, when we come to-difcourfe of the par-
ticular habits and difguites which the devil has made
ule of, all along in the world, the betier to cover
his adtions, and to conceal his being concerned in-
them,

In the mezn time the cunning or artifice the- devily
mikes vie of in all thefe things is in icfelt very confi-
derable ; *tis an old pradtice of his ufing, and he has-
gone on in. divers mealures, for the better concealing:
himielf in it ; which meafures tho' he varies fome.'
times, as his extraordinary affuirs require, yet they-
are i all ages moch the fame, and 'have the fane ten -
dency ; namely, that be may getall his bufinzis carried
an by. the inftrumentality of fools; that he may make-
mankind agents in their own deftroction ; and thae
he may have all his work done in juch & manner as.
that he may feem to have no hand inir; nay, he cone
tves do well, that the ;er; name devil is pot wpos:

&



202 The Modern HisTory
his appofite party, and the feandal of the black ageat
lies ail upon them.

1n crder then to look a little into his condod, let
us inguire into the eommen miftakes about him, fee
what ufe & made of them to his advantage, and how
far menkind s impofed upon in thofe particulars, and
1o what purpole,

CH AP IV,

Of Satam's agents or weiffienaries, and their allings up-
en and im the minds of men, fn bir name.

NFINITF advantages attendthe devil in his retir-
I ed government, as they refpedt the management of
his interelis, and the carrying on his abfolute mcnar-
chy inthis world; particulurly as it gives him roomto
a#t by the agency of his inferior minifters and meflen=
gers, called vn many occafions his angels, of whom he
hus sn irpumerable molotode ar his command; e
nough, for aught we know, to {pare une to attend e=
very man and woman now alive in the world; and of
whem, 't we may believe our {econd fight chriflians,
the air is always as {oll, @sa beam of the cvening
fun is of infeéls, where they are ever ready for bufinefs,
apd to go snd come as their great governor illues out
orders for their direéions.

T hele, as they are all of the fume fpiritucus quality
with hindelf; and confeguently invilibie like him, ex-
cept as above, are ready upon all occifions to be fent
to and into wny foch perfon, and for fuch pu rpoies,
fuperior limitations only excepted, as the grand direc-
ter of devils (the devil, properly fo called), guides them;
and be the fbj=d, or the objed, what it will , that is
to fay, bhethe perfonthey are fent to, or into, as above
who it will, and the bufinels the m:—ﬂ‘:nggr is to d'::
what it will, thev are fufficiently qualified 3 for thisis
a particnlar to Satan’s melfengers or agents, thatthey

ere uot like us homan devils bere in the world, fome



|

of the DEV 1L 203
bred up one way, and fome amother, fome of one
trade, fome of apother, and confzquently fomsz fit for
fome bufinefs, fome for another, {bae good for fome-
thing, and fome good for nothing, bot his people are
every one it for every thing, can And their way every
where, and are a match for every body they are fene
to; in & word, there ure no foolith devils, thoy sre sl
fully qualified for their employment, fit for any thing
he iets them abourt, and very fel lom wilkake theiver.
rand, or fail in che bulinefs they are fent to do

Nor is it fkrange at all, that the devil (houid have
fuch a numerons train of deputy devils to adt unler
him; foritmof be acknowledgzd he has o graic deal
of bulinefs upon his hands, a valt deal of work o dn,
abandance of publick affdire under his diredlion, and
an infinite wariety of particular cafes alwave before
him: for example,

How many governments in the world are wholly in
his adminiflration ¢  How many divans and preag
eouncils under his direfion ! Nay, [ believe, icwoald
be hard to prove, that ther= is, or has been one codn-
cil of [tate in the world for many hundred years pait,
down to the year (713 {we don't pretend to come
nearcr home), where the davil by hinfelF, or hisageuts,
in one [haps or another, his not fat as a wember, if
niot taken the chair.

And tho'fome !earned znthors may difpote this coint
with me, by giving fome examples, where the councils
of princes have been afl:d by a beiter hani!, and
where things have beencarried again! Satan’sinterclh,
and even to- his great mortification, it amounts to no
more than this; namely, that in fuch cafes che devil
has been out voted | ‘bt it does ot argue but hemighe
have been prefent there, and have puthed his intereff
25 Fir a5 he eanid, only that he had nat the feeels ha
expzfied s for I don'c pretend to fay, that he hasne-
ver been difappointad 3 but thofe examnlesare fo rare,
and of (b [mall fignification, that when- I come tothe

Ié .
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particulars, as I (b1l do in the fequel of this hilftary,
you will find them hardly worth saming ; and that,
take it one time with another, the devil has met with
fuch a feries of fuccefs in all his affairs, and has fo fel-
dem been balked ; and where he has met with a little
check in his politics, has, notwithltanding, (o {oon and
fo eafily, recovered himfelf, reguined his lolt groond,
arrplaced himfelfin anothercountry,when he hasbeen
fupplanted in one, that his empire is far from being
Jeffened in the world for the lalt thoufand years of the
chriftian eltablilhment.

Suppofe we take an obfervation from the beginning
of Luther, or from the year 1420, and call the refor-
mution a blow to the dewil’s kingdom, which before
that was come to fach an height in Chrillendom, that
it is aqueftion not yet thoronghly decided, whether that
medley of fuperflition, and horrible hercfies, that mafs
of enthofiafin and idols, called rhe Catholic Hierarchy,
was a church of God, ‘'or a choreh of the devil ; whe-
ther it wis an affembly of fuints, or a [yoagogue of
Batan y I fuy, take that time to be the cpocha of Sa-
tan’s declenfion, and of Lucifer’s falling from heaven,
that is, from the top of his terrefirial glory; yer,
whether he did not gain in the defeltion of the Greek
chureh, about that time, and finee, as much as he lalt
in the reformation of the Roman, is what authors are
mot yer zgreed about, not reckoning what he has re-
gained fince of the ground which he had lolt even by
the reformation; viz. the countries of the duke of $a.
voy's dominion, where the reformation is almoit eateq
oot by periecation 3 the whale Valioline, and fome
adjicent countries; the whole kingdom of Poland, and
almolt all Hungary; for, fince the lalt war, the re-
formation, as it were, lies galping for breath, and ex-

piring, in that country ; alfo feveral large provinces
in Germany, a8 Aullria, Carinthia, snd the whole
kingdom of Behemis, where the reformation oncs
yowerfully planted, received its death's wound atths
hattls of Urague, June 1627, und laopaifhed Luta
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very little while, died, and was buried, and good king
popery reigned in its [ead,

To thefe countrics thus regained to Satan'sinfernal
empire, let us add his madern conguefts. and the en-
croachments he has made upon the reformation in
the prefentage, which are, however light we m ke of
them. very confiderable; viz the eleftorate of the
Rhine, and the Palatinave, the one fallen to the honfe
of Bavaria, and the other to thar of Newhorgh, bath
popith; the duchy of Deux Poats fallen jult now to a
popilh branch, the whole eledtorate of Sizony fallen
under the power of popilh government by the apolla-
{y of their princes, and more likely 1o follow the fate
of Bohemia, whenever the diligent devil can bring his
new projed in Poland to bear, a3 it is more than pro-
pable he will do fome time or other, by the growing
zeal, as well as power, of (that houfe of bigots) the
houofe of A .

But to fum up the dull ftory ; we muft add, in therall
of the devil's conquefts, the whol: kingdom of France,
where we have in one year feen, to the immortal glo-
ry of the devil's polities, that his meafures have pre-
viailed to the total extirpation of the proteftant
churches without & war; and that interelt, which for
20@ years had fupported itfeli in [pite of perfecuti-
ons, maflacres, five civil wars, and innumerable bat-
tles and flaughters, at laft received its mortal woand
from its own champion Henry IV und funk into ucter
oblivion, by Satan's molt exquifite management, un-
der the agency of nis two prime minifters, cardinal
Richlien, and Lewis the XIVch, whom he intirely
poiledizd,

Thus far we have & melancholy view of the devil’s
new conquefis, and the ground he has regain-d upan
the reformation ; in which his feeret munagement has
been (o exquifite, and his politics fo ;00 i, that could
he but briug one thing to pais, whici. by his owi for-
‘mer miltake (for the devil is not infalliblc) be has
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rendered impoflible, he wonld bring the proteflant in-
terelt o nedr its ruin, that heavén wonld be, as it were
put to the neceffity of working by miracle to prevent
it; the cafeisthus., A
Antient hilorians tell us, and from good authority,
that the devil Anding it for his ioterelt to bring his
favourite Mahomet upon the ilage, andipread the vie-
torious halfmorm upon the rain of the crofs, having,
with great fuccefs, raifed firlt the Saracen empire, and
then the Turkifh, to fuch an heigher, a5 that the name
of chriftian feemed to be excirpated in thofe two quar-
ters of the world, which were then not the greavelt
only, but by Far the moft powerful, I mean Afia, and
Africa; having totally laid wafte all thofe antient and
Aourifhing churches of Africa, the laboors of St. Cyp-
rign, Tertollian, Sr. Awguflice, and 670 chriflian
bilhops and fithers, who governed there at once;
allo all the churches of Smyrna, Philadelphia, Ephe.
fos, Sardis, Antioeh, Laodices, and innumerable o-
thers in Pontus, Bithynia, and the provinces of the
lefler Afias
The devil having, T Gy, Anilhed thefe conquelts (o
meoch to his fatisfaftion, begin to turn his eygs north-
ward ; and tho” he had a confiderable interelt in the
Whaore of Babylon, and had brought his power, by the
fubjedtion of the Roman hierarchy, to s great heighe,
yet finding the interelt of Mahomet molt foitable to
his devililh purpafes, as moft adapted to the delirodti-
on of mankind, and laying walle the world, he refolv-
ed to efpoule the growing power of the Turk, and
bring him in upon Europe like a deluge.
In order to this, and to make way for an ealy con-
. queft, like a true devil, he worked ander gronnd, and
fapped the foundation of the chriflian power, by fow.
ing difcord among the reipning princes of Europe;
that fo envying ene another, they might be content
to ftand fill and look on, while the Turk devoured
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them onz by one, and, at lalt, might fwallow them all
up.

X This devilifh policy tonk to his heart’s content; the

chriftiin princes (tood ull, fupid, dozing, and wn-
concerned, till the Turk conguered Thrace, over-run
Servia, Macedonia, Bulgaria, and all the remains of
the Grecian empire, and laft the imperial city of Con-
Rantinople itfelf.

Finding this politic method fo well anfwer his ends,
the devil, who =lways improves upan the fuccels nfhis
own experiments, refolved, from that time, to lay a
foundation for the making thale divifions and jealou-
fies of the chriltian princes immortal; whereas they
were al firft only perfonal, and founded in private
gquarrels between the princes refpeftively ; foch as e-
maulation of one another’s glory, envy at the sxtraor-
dinary valour, or other merit, of this or that leader,
or revenge of fome little affront; for which notwith.
ftanding, fo great was the picty of chriltian pringes in
thofe days, that they made no feruple to facrifice
whole armies, yea, nations, to their piques, and pri. -
vatc quarrels; a certain fign whofe management they
were under.

Thefe being the caufe by which the devil firfll fow.
ed the feeds of milchief among them, and the fuccels
fo well anfwering his defign, be could net but wilh 1o
have the {ame advantage always ready at his hand;
and therefore he refolved to order it fo, that thefe di-
vifions, which, however ufeful to him, were anly per-
fonal, and confequently temporary, like an annval in
the garden, which muit be raifed anew every feafon,
might for the futore be rational, and confequently dat
rable and immortal.

To this end it was neceflary to lay the foandation
of eternal feud, not in the homours und pulfions of
men only, batin the interells cf nations ¢ the way to
do this was to form and {tute the dominan of 1h fe

princes, by fuch a plen drawn in hell, and laid out
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from a fcheme traly potitical, of which the devil wn
chiet engineer; that the divifions thould alway rs.
main, being made a natural confzquence of the fiw.
ation of the country, the tenper of the people, thens-
ture of their commerce, the climate, the manner of

living, or. fomethiag which thould for ever readerit |

impoflioie for them 1o unite,

1 his, I jay, was a fcheme truly infernal, in which
the devil was as certainly the principal operator, 10
illultrate great things by imall, 4s ever Joho of Leyden
wis of the high Dutch rebellion, or Sir John B—=u
of the late projeét, called the South Sex ltock.  Noe
did this contrivance of the devil at all dithonour i
guthor, or the fuccels appear unworthy of the under.
taker; for we [ee it not only anfwered the cnd, aod
made the Tork vidtorions at the fame time, and fors
midable to Europe ever after, but it works to this dap;
the foundaticn of the divifions remaios in all the feve.
ral nations, and that to fuch a degree, that it is ims

pollible they fhould unite,

This is whst 1 hinted before, in which the dewl
was miltaken, and is another inftance that he knows
nothing of what's to come; for this very foundation
of irnmortal jealouly and difeord between the feveral
nations of Spain, France, Germany, and others, which
tiie devil himlelf, with fo much policy, contrived, and
which lerved Lisinterells fo long, is now the only ob-
firuétion vo his defipns, and prevents the intire rain
af the reformation ; for the' the refermed counuries
are very powerful, and forme of them, as Great Bris
win and Pruflia are particolarly, more powerful than
ever ; yet it cannot be faid that the proteltant iner-
eltz in general are firenger than formerly; or fo ltrong
as they were in 1623, uoder che. viflorious arms of
the Swede: on theother hand, were it puﬂiﬁ]: that
the popifh powers, to wit, of France, Spain, Gers
many, Italy, and Poland, waich are inticely popilh,
e.uld heartily wnite ther incerells, and ihould join

\
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E\;‘;r‘pnmn to attack the proteftants, the latter would
it very difficult, if not impoffible, 1o defend them-
felves,

But as fatal as fuch an union of the popifh powers
would be, and as ufeful as it would heizpthpdwi]r.
caufc at this time, not the devil with all his angels is
able to bring it to pals; no, not with all his craft
and cunning; he divided them but he can't unite
them ; fo that even jull as *tis with men, fo "tis with
devils, they may do in an hour what they cannot un-
do in an age.

This may comfort thofe faint hearted chrillians a~
mong us, who cry out of the dunger of religious war
in Eorope, and what terrible things will happenwhen
France, and Spain, and Germany, and ltaly, and Po-
land, fhall all unite : let this anf{wer fatisfy them, the
devil himfelf can never make France and Spain, or
France and the empecor, unite ; jarring homours may
be reconciled, but jarring intereils never can: they
may unite o as to make peace, tho' that can hardiy
be long, but never fo as to make conqguelis togsther;
they are too much afraid of one another, for one ta
bear that any addition of firength (hould come to the
other. Bat this is a digreffion. We fhall find the
devil miftaken and difuppointed too oo feveral occa-
fioas, as we go along.

I return to Satan’s interelt in the feveral govern-
ments and nations, by virtue of his invifibility, and
which he carries on by polleflion ; tis by this invili-
bility that he prefides in all the councils of foreign
powers (for we never mean our own, that we al-:mjr:
premile); and what the’ it is alledged by theeriticks,
that he does not prefide, becanfe there is always a
prefident ; I fay, if he is not in the prefident’s chair,
yet if he be in the prefident himfelf, the diffecence is
not much ; andif be does not vote as a coundellor, ifhe
waotes in the counfellor, "tis much the fame; and here,
as it was in the flory of Ahab the king of Lirael, as
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he was a lying fpiritio the mouths of all his prophets
fo we find him a fpirit of fome particular evil quali
or other; in =1l the tranfaftions aod tranGifon o
thar ftage of life we call the [ate.

Thus he was a diflembling fpirit in Char, IX 1
turbulent fpirit in Char. W, emperor ; 2 bigatted/pi-
ric of fire and fagget in our queen Mary ; anapofiute
fpirit in Hen. IV.; a croel fpiric in Perer of Caflil;
arevengeful {piritin Ferdinand IT, ; a Phaetonin Lewi
XIV,; a Sardanapalusin C IL.

In che great men of the world, take them a degrar
Yower than the clafs of crowned heads, he has the
fame fecret influence; and hence it comes to paf, thit
the greatelt heroes, and men of the higheft charadler
for atchievements of glory, either by their virtue of
valonr; however they have been crowned with vifie.
ries, and elevared by human tongoes, whatever the
molt confiummate virtnes or good qualitics chey have
been known by, yet they have always had fome devil
or uther In them, to preferve Satan's claim to them
uninterrupeed, and prevent their efcape ont of his
hands; thus we have feen a bloody devil in 2 DYAlva;
a profligate devil in a Buckinghum 3 a lying, aretfl,
or politick devil in a Richlien ; a treacherous devil in
& Muzirin; a cruel, mercilefs devl] in a Cortez; 2
debiuched devil in an Eugene ; a conjuring deril in
a Luxcemburg; and a cavetoos devil in a M——h: in
a word, tell me the man, 1'11 tell you the {pirit that
reigned in him,

Nor does he thos carry on his fecret management
by poflcflion in men of the firlt magnitude only ; bot
have yoo not had evidences of it among ourlelves?
How has he been 2 lving ll'piri't in the mooths of onr
prophete, a Fafinus fpirit in the heads of our politicis
ans, a profofe devil in a B——s, a corrupt devil i
M——— & prood {pirlt in my lord Planfible, 2 bully-

ing fpirit inmy lord Bughear, & taikative fpirit in bis
grace the D— of Rattle hall, a (eribbling fpirt in
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wy lord H——, arun away fpicit in my lord Fright-
!‘ul i and fo thro' a long roll of heroes, whole exceed-
ing and particular qual‘fications preclaim loudly what
handle the devil took them by, and how falt he held
them! for thefe were all imen of antient fame ; Thope
you know that,

From men of figure, we defcend to the mob, and
*tis there the fume thing: poffcffion, like the plagwe,
s morbur plebeiz not a family but he is a fpirit of
ftrife and contention among them ; not a man but he
has a part in him; he is a drunken devil in one, &
whoring devil in another, a thieving devil in a third,
a lying devil in the fourth, and fo on to a thoufand,
and an hundred thoufand, ad infeitam,

MNay, even the ladies have their fhare in the poflel-
fion; and if they have not the devil in their heads,
or in their tails, in their Faces, or their tongues, it
muft be fome poor defpicable (he devil that Satsn did
not think it worth his while to meddle with ; and the
number of thofe thar are below his operation, I doubt
is very fmall. Bat that part 1 have much more to
fay to in it place.

From degrees of perfons, to profefionsand employ-
ments, *tis the fame: we find the devil is a true pof-
ture malter, he wffumes any drefs, sppears in any
fhape; counterfeits every voice, adls upon every ﬂagl.':
here he wears a gown, there a long robe; here he
wears the jack boots, there the fmall fword; is herz an
enthufialt, there a buffoon s on this fide he adts the
mouatehank, on thae fide the merry Andrew; nothing
comes amifs to him, from the Great Mogul to the Scas
ramouchs the devil is in them, more or lefs, and
plays his game fo well, that he makes fure work with
them alli he knows where the common foibile lies,
which his nniverfal paflion, whar handle to take hoid
of every man by, and bow to eultivate his interelt fo,
as not to fail of his end, or miftake the mesnu,

How then ¢an it be denied but that his ating thus
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én tenebrir, and keeping ont of the fight of the world,
is abundantly hisinterelt ; and that he could donothing,
comparatively fpeaking, by any other methed !

What would his public appearance have fignified?
‘Who would have entertained him in his own proper
fhape and perfon?  Even B—— B—— himifelf, the'
all the world knows him to have a foolith devil in him, |
would not have been fool enough to have taken kim
into his fervice, if he had known him: and my lord
Simpleton allo, whom Satan has fit op for a conning
fool, feems to have it fit much better upen him, now
he paffes for a fool of art, than it {hould have done,
if the naked devil had come and chailenged him for |
& fool in natore.

Infinite variety illofirates the dewil’s reign ameng
the fons of men ; il which he manages with admi-
rable dexterity, and a flight particulsr to himi:lf, by
the niere advantage of his prefent concealed fitwation, |
and which, had he been obliged to have apprared in
public, had been all loft, and he capable of jult no-
thing at all, or at lealt of nothing more than the o
ther ordinary politicians of wiekednefs, could have
done withount him,

Wow, authors are moch divided as to the manner
how the devil manages his proper inftruments for mil-
ehicl; for Satan has a great many ageats io the dark,
who neither hive the devil in them, nor are they
much acquainted with him, and yet he ferves himfelf
of them, whethcr of their folly, or of that otherfrail-
ty called wit, *tis all one, he makes them do his work,
when they think they are doing their own; nay, o
cunning is he in his guiding the weak part of the
world, that even when they think they are ferving
God, they are doing nothing lefs or more than ferv-

ing the devil ; nay, 'tis fome of the nicelt part of ks
operation, to make them believe they are ferving
God, when they are doing his work.  Thus thole
who the feripture foretold (hould perfecute Chrilt's

]
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chorch in the latter days, were to think they do God
good fervice: thus the inquifition (for example), it
may be, at this time, in all the ads of chriftian
cruelty which they are fo famous for (if any of them
are ignorant enough not to know that they are de-
vils incarnate), may, for aught we know, go on for
Gud's fake ; tortore, murder, tarve to death, man-
gle, and macerate, and all for God, snd God's catho-
lic church; and 'tis certainly the devil's mafter-piece
to bring mankind to fuch a perfedtion of devililin as
that of the inquifition is; for if the devil had not
been in them, could they chrilten fuch an hell fire
judicature as the inquifition is, by the name of the ho-
ly office ?  And fo in paganifm, how conld fo many
nations among the poor Indians offer human facrifices
to their idols, and murder thoufands of men, women,
and children, to appeafe this God of the air, when he
is angry, if the devil did not a& in them under the
vizor of devotion

But we need not go to America, or to the inquifiti-
on, not to paganifm or to popery cither, to look for
people thatare facrificing to the devil, or that give their
peace aﬁ'tri_ngs to him, while thl’" are offered upon
‘God's altar : are not our churches (ay, and mecting-
hounfes too, as much as they pretend to be more fanc-
tified than their neighbours), full of devil worfhip.
pers?  Where do his devotecs gratulate one another,
and eongratulat: him, more than at chdrch ! where,
while they hold up their hands, and turn up their eyes
towards heaven, they make all their vows to Satan, or
at lealt to the fair devils, his reprefentatives, which I
thall fpeak of in their place,

Do not the fons of God make afliznations with the
daughters of men, in the very honie of worlhip 2 Do
they mot talk to them in the language of the eyes?
And what is at the bottom of it, while ong eye is np-
on the prayer book, and the other adjulting their
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fervice, 1 don't fes but the devil would earry away
all his fervants : here indeed I (hould enter into a Jang
detail of involuntary wickedne(s, which, in fhort, i
neither more or lefs than the devil in every body, ay,
in every one of you, (our governors excepted) take it
as youn pleafe,

« What is our language, when we look back with re-
flexion and reproach on paft follies 7 I think T was be-
witched, [ was poffefled, certainly the devil wasin
me, or ¢lfz 1 had pever been fuch a for: devil in you,
Sir, ay, who doubts it ? yon may be fure the devil
was in you, and there he is (Lill, and next timehe can
carch you in the fame fnare, you'll be jull the fame
fot that you fay you were before.

In fhort, the devil is too cunning for us, and mna-
nages us his own way; he governs the vices of men
by his own methods ; tha' every erime will not make
a 'man a dev), yet it mult be owned, that every crime
puts the criminal, in fome meafore, into the devil’s
power, gives him a title to the man, and he treats
him magilierially ever after. w

Some tell us every fingle man, every individual, has
a devil attending him, to execute the orders of the
{grand figner) devil of the whole clun; that this at.
tending evil angel, for fo he is called, foes every ftep
you take, is with-you in every sétion, prompts you to
every mifchicf, and leaves you ta do every thing that
15 pernicious to yourfelf'; they allo alledge, that there
is 4 good fpirit which attends him too, which latter
is always accefliry to every thing that we do that is

good, and reluftunt to.evil 5 if this is troe, how comes
it to pali that thefe two oppolits fpirits do not quar-
rel about it when they are prefling us to contrary
aflions, one good, and the other evil?  And why does
the evil tempting fpirit fo often prevail ! Inftend of
aniwering this difficalt quefiion, 1 hall only tell you,
as to' this Rory of good and evil angels attending eve-
r particular perfon, "tis a good atlegory indeed tore-
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prefent the Rruggle in the mind of men, batween gond
and evil inclinations ; but to the refl, the bell thing I
can fay of it is, that, T think, 'tis a fib,

But to take things as they are, and only ralk by way
of satursl confequence, for to argue from nature, is
certainly the beit way to find out the devil's tory ; if
there are good and evil {pirits attending us, that is 1o
fay, a pood angel and a devil, then "tis no unjuft re-
proach upon 2ny body to [ay, when they follow the
diftates of the latter, the devil is in them ; or they are
devils; nay, I muft carry it farther fill, namely, that
as the generality and greateR number of people do
follow and obey the evil fpirit, and not the gond, and
that the predominate power is aliowed to be the no-
minating power ; you muft then allow. that, in {hort,
the greater part of mankind bas the devil in them, and
fo 1 come to my text.

To this purpofe give me leave to borrow a few [ines
of a friend, on this very part of the devil’s manage-
ment:

To places and perfons he fvits hie dilguifecs,

And drefles up all his bandic,

Who, as pick-pockets flack toa conntry-affizzs,

Croud op to the court, and the city,

They're at every elhow, and every ear,

And ready at every call, fir;

The vigilant feout plants his agents about,

And has Jomething to do with os all, fir.

In fome he has part, and in {ome be's the whole,
And of fome (like the vicar of Baddow)
It can neither be faid they bave body or foul ;

But only are devi's in fhadow,

The preety and witty are devils in maik,

The beanties are mere apparitions;

The hiomely alone by their faces are known,

And the good by their ngly conditions.

The beavx walk aboutlike the (hadows of men §

And where-ever he deads 'em, chey follow 2

K
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But taks "em and Thake 'em, there's not one {n ten
Bot's as light as a feather, and bollow, '

“Thus all his affaies he drives on in difguifz,
And he tickles mankind with a feather;

Creeps in at our sars, and looks out at our eyes,
And jombles our [enfes together,

He raifes the vapours, and prompts the defires,

And to ev'ry dark deed holds the candie
The paflions inflames, and the appetite fires,

And takes every thing by the handle,

Thus he walks up and down in complete malquerade,

And with every company mixes,

Eells in every thop, works at every trade,

And eviry thing doubtful perplexes.

How Satan comes by this governing influence in the
minds, and vpon the afions, of men,is a queflion 1
ani nok yet come to, nor indeed does it fo particular-
Iy belong to the devil's hiflary, it fecms rather a Pole-
thie, fo it may pafs at fchool among the metaphyfics,
and puzale the heads of our malters ; wherefore I think
te write tothe learned D, B————about it,implor.
ing hie moft {ublime haughtinefs, that when his other
toore Momentous avocations of pedantry and peda-
gogifm will give him an ipterval from wrath and con-
tention, he will fer apart a moment to confider hu-
man nature deviliz’d, and give us a mathematical a-

natomical defeription of it; with a map of Satan’s-

kingdom in the microcofm of mankind, and fuch other
illaminations 4% to him, and his contemporaries—
ard——&ae. in their great wifdom (hall feem meet,

CERAN BN

Of the Devil's management in the Pagan blerarchy, by
sineni, entrails, augurs, oracler, and fueh like pa-

geantry of bell; and bow they nent off the flage at
daft by the intredulion of true religionm,

Have adjourn'd, not finifh’d, my account of the de.
I vil's feoret management by poilcfion, and fhall re-
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sifume it, in.its place; but I moRt take leave to men-
tion forne other parcts of his retic’d fcheme, by which
he has hitherto manag'd mankind ; and the frclt of
thefe is by that fraud of all frands, called oracle,

Here his rrompet yielded an uncertain (ound for fome
ages, and like what he was, and according to what he
pradtifed from the beginning, he deliver'd out falf-
hood and delufion by retail: The prielts of Apollo
uited this farce for him, toa great nicety, at Delphos;
there were divers others, at the fame time, and fome,
which, to give the devil his dius, he had very little
hand in, as we fhall fee prefencly.

There were alfo fome fmaller, fome greater, fome
more, fome lefs famons places where thofe oracles were
Teated, and andience given to the inguirers; in all
which the devil, or fomebody for him, peraiffa fupe-
rioram, for either vindidtive or other hidden ends and
porpoles, was allowed to make at lealt a pretenfion to
the knowledge of things to come ; but, as public cheats
generally do, they afted in mafquerade, and gave fuch
uncertain and inconfiltent refponfes, that they were
oblig'd to ufe the uimolt art to reconcile events to the
predifiion, even after things were come to pafs.

Here the devil was a lying fpirit, in a particular
and extraordinary manner, in the mouths of ali the
praphets; and yet he had the cunning to exprefzhim-
felf fo, that, whatever happen’d, the oracle was [up-
pos'd to have meant as it fell out; and fo all their
sngurs, omens, and voices, by which the devil amus'd
the world, not at that time only, but fince, have been
likewile interpreted.

Julian the apoftate dealt mightily in thefe amufe-
ments 3 but the dewil, who neither wilh'd his fall, or
prefaged it to him, évidenc'd that he knew nothing of
Julian's fate; for that, as he fent almoft to all the o-
racles of the salt, and fummon'd all the prizfis toge-
ther, to inform him of the fuccefs of his Perfian expe-
dition, they all, like Ahab's prophets; haviag a lying

k4
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fpirit in them, enconrag'd him, and premis'd him fuc-
cels,

May, all the ill omens which diflurb'd him, they

prefug'd good frem for example, he wasata prc:li-
gionsexpence, when he wasat Aniioch, to by up white
bealls, and white fowls, for facrifices. and for pre-
difting frontheentrails ; from whence the Antiochians,
in contempt, call"d him Viétimarios; but whenewver the
entraile foreboded evil, the cunning devil made the
priefis put a different conftruftion uponthem, and pro~
mife him good : When he enter’d into the temple of
the Genii, to cffer Lactifice, one of the pricfts dropt
down dead ; this, had it had any fgnification more
than @ man falling dead of an apop'eftic, would have
fignified fomething fatal to Julian, who made himfelf
a brother facrift, or prieft ; whereas the prieflls turn'd
it prefently to fignify the death of his collegue, the
conful Salluft, which happen'd jult at the fame time,
though eight hundred miles off.  So, in another cafe,
Julian thought it ominous, that he, who was Aupuofs
tus, (hould be named with two other pames of perfons,
bothalreadydead : The cale wasthus § the flile of the
emperar was Julianos Felix Augultos, and two of his
principle officers were Julianus and Felix; now both
Julianos and Felizx died withina few days of one an-
other, which diflurb'd him much, who was the third
of the three names; but his flattering devil told him
it all imported pood to him ; viz, that the’ Jolianos
und Felix would die, Avguflus fhould be immaortal,

T hus, whatever happen’d, and whatever was fore-
told, and how much foever they differ’d from one a-
nother, the lying fpirit was fure to reconcile the pre-
diflion and the event, and make them at lealt feem to
correfpond in favour of the perfon inquiring,

How we are told oracles are ceafed, and the devil
is farther limited for the good of markind, not being
allow'd 1o vent his delufions by the mouths of the
priclts and avgnrs, as formerly : I will not take upon
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me to fay, how far they are really ceas’d, more than
they were before; I think "tis much more reafonable
to believe there was never any reality in them ac all,
or thatany oracle ever pave outany anfwers but whae
were the invention of the priefts, and the delofions of
the devil; I have a great many antient authors on
wy fide in this opinicn, as Enfebins, Tertublian, A-
riltotle, and others, who, as they lived fo near the Pi-
gan times, and when even fome of thole rites were yet
inufe, they hid much mere realon to know, and conld
probably pafs a better jadgment upon them; nay Ci-
cero himdelf eidicules them in the openelt manner; a-
gain, other authors delcend to particulars, and thew
how the cheat was manag’d by the heathen facrifls
and priclts, aod in what enthufiallic manner they
{poke; namecly, by going into the hollow images, fuch
as the bragen bull, and the image of Apollo, and how
fubtly they gave out dubions and ambignous anfwers §
that when the people did not find their expedlations
anfwer'd by the event, they might be impofed vpon by
the priells, and confidently told they did not rightly
underltand ths oracle’s mesning : However, [ cannot
fay but that indeed there are fome authors of good
eredit too, who will have it, that there was a real pro-
phetic fpirit in the voice or anfwers given by the 0.
racles, and that  ltentimes they were miracuoloufly ex-
adt in thofe anfwers; and they give that of the Del-
phic oracle anfwering the quellion which was given
about Creelus for an example; viz, What Croefos was
duing at that time ? to wit, that he was boiling a lamb
and the fleth of a tortoife together, in a brafs velle!,
or univer, with a cover of the fame metal ; that s to
fay, in o kettle with a brafs cover, '

To iffirm therefore,. that they were all cheats, a
man muil encovnter with antiquity, and fet his private
judgm:nt up againit an eftablith'd opinion; but "tisne
maiter for that: 1f I do not fee any thing in that re-
teiv'd opinion capable of evidence, much lels of de-
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monfiration, T muft be allow'd fiill to think as 1 do;
others may believe as they lift ; 1 fee nothing hard or
difficult in the thing; the priefts, who were always
hiftarically inform*d of the circumitances of the in-
quirer, or at leafl fomething aboul them, mighteafily
find fome ambiguous fpeech to make, and put fome
dauble entendre upon them, which; upon the event,
folv'd the credit of the oracle, wereit one wayor
other 5 and this they certainly did, or we have room
to think the devil knows lefs of things now than he did
in former days,

It is true, that by thefe delufions the priefls got in-
nite foms of money 3 and this makes it fiill probable
that they would labour hard, and ofe the utmolt of
their fkill, to uphold the eredit of their oracles; and
*tisa full difcovery, as well of the fubtlety of the
facrills, as of the ignorance and Rupidity of the peo-
ple, in thofe early days of Satan’s witcheralt, to fee
what merry work the devil made with the world,
and what grofs things he put vpon mackind : Such
was the flory of the Dodonian oracle in Epiras ; via,
That two pigeons few out of Thebes (N, B, it was the
Rgyptian Thebes), from the temple of Belus, ere@ed
there by the antient fucrills, and thyt one of thefe fled
eaftward ioto Libya, and the defirts of Afrie, and
the other into Greece, namely, to Codana; and thels
communicated the divine myReriestoons another, and
‘afterwards gave myfiical {olutions to the devout ja-
quirers; firlt the Dodonian pigeon, perehing vpon an

ank, fpoke audibly to the penple thers, that the Gods
commanded them to build an oracle, or temple, 1o
Jupiter, in that place; which was accordingly done ;
The other pigeon did the like on the hill in Africa,
where it commanded them to build another to Jupi-
ter Ammon, or Hammon,

Wil Cicero contemned all this, and, asauthors tell
us, ridiculed the anfwer, which, as | have hinted a-
bove, the erucle gave to Creefos, proving that the o-
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racle itfelf was a lyar; that it conld not come from
Apollo, for that Apolle never {poke Latin: In a word,
Ciesrorejedted them all : And Demolthenes allo men-
tions the eheats of the oracles; when l'p:nlci::g of the
oracls of Apolle, he [aid, Pythia Philippiz'd ; that is,
that when the prizfts were brib'd with moncy, they al-
ways gave their anfwers in favour of Philip of Macedon.

But that which is moft firange to me is, that in this
difpate about the reality of oracles, the heathen, who
maide nfe of them, ‘are the people who expofe them,
and who infil moft paficively upon their being cheats
and impoftors, and in particalar thofe mentioned a-
Bove ; while the chriftians, who rejeft them, yet belicve
they did really foretel things, anfwer quellions, &,
¢nly with this différence, that the heathen authors,
who oppofe them, infift that 'tis all delufion and chear,
and charge it npen the priefs ; and the chriitian op-
pofersinfill tharic wasreal, but that the devil, not the
gods, ghve the anfwers ; and that he wis permitted
to do it by @ foperior power, to magnify that power
in the total Glenting them at laft.

Bur, as 1 fuid before; T ara with the hizathen here,
sgain® the chriftian writers for I take it all.to be a
cheat and delufion ; [ muft give my reafon for it, ar
1 do nothing ; my redfon i this: 1 infilt Saran is as
blind in matters of futurity as we arg, and can tell
nothing of what is to comet Thelt oracles often pre-
tending to predi@, could be nothing elie therefore but
a cheat form'd by the money-getting pricfls to amole
the world, and bring grift to their mill: IF | meet
with any thing in my way toopen my ejesto a bettsr
gpinion of them, I fhall tell it you as I g om.

On the other hand, whether the devil really fpake
in thofe oracles, or fet the cunning pri: fts to fpeak for
him; whether they predifted, or only mace the peo«
ple believe they predifted ; whether they gave anfwers
which came to pafs, or prevail'd open (he prople to
believe that what was faid did come to pafs, it was

K4



224 The Modern HisTory

much atone, and fully anlwer'd the devil’s end ; name.
Iy, to amufe and delude the world; and asto do, or
to caule to be done, is the fame part of fpeech, fo who.
ever did'it, the devil’s interclt was carried on by it,
his government preferv'd, and all the mifehief heconld
delire was effeoally brought to pafs, fo that every
wiy they were the devil's oracles ; that's out of the
queltion.,

Indesd | have wonder’d fometimes why, fince by
thiz forcery the devil perform’d fuch wonders, that
is, play'd fo many tricks in the world, and had fuch
univerfal fuecefs, he fhould fer up no more of them;
botthere might be a greatmany reafons given for that,
too long to tire you with at prefent: 'Tis true, there
were not many of them ; and yer, confidering what
a great deal of bufinels they difpatch’d, it was e.
nough; for fix or eight oracles were more than fuffi-
cient to amufe all the world : The chicf oracles we

‘mect with in hiflory are among the Grecks and the
Romans; viz,
That of Jupiter Ammon, in Lydia, as above,
The Dodonian, in Epirus,
Ajollo Delphicus, in the country of Phocis, in
Greece,
Apollo Clarioe, in Afia Minor,
Seraphis, in Alexandria, in Egypt.
“Trophonius, in Baeatia,
Sibrlla Cumea, in Luly.
Diana, at Ephefus,
Apollo Daphneus, at Antioch,
Befides many of lefler note, in feveral other places, as
I have hinted before «

I havenothing to do here with the Nlory mentioned
by Plutarch, of avoice being heard atfea, from fome of
theiflands, call’d the Echinades,and calling upon Tha:
muz, an Egyptian, who was on board a fhip, bidding
him, when he came to the Palode:, other iflands in the
lonizn fea, tell them there, that the greaz God Pin
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was dead: And when Thanoz perform'd i, great
groanings, and rowlings, and lamentation, were heard
from the (hore.

This tale tzlis bocindifferently, tho® indeed it looks
more like a chriftian fable, than 4 Pagan; becauis it
leems as if made to honour the chriftian worlhip, and
blait all the pagan idolatry ; and for that reafon i re-
Jedt it, the chriftian profeffion needing no fuch fabu»
Yous iluff to confirm it

Nor is it true, in @&, thatthe oracles did ceafz im-
mediztely upon the death of Chrifk ; but, as I nored
beiore, the fum of the matter is this; the chriltian
veligion (preading itlelf univerfally, as well as mira-
culondly, and that too by the foslithnefs of preaching,
into ail parts of the world, the oracles cealed ; that is
to fay, their trade ceas’d, their rogoeries were daily
deteted, the deluded people, being better taughe, came
no more after them; and, being afhamed as well as
dilcouraged, they fneak'd ont of the world s5 weli as
they could ; in fhort, the cuflomers fell off, and the
priells, who were the fhop keepers, having no bufi.
nels to do, (hut up their fhops, broxe, and went away;
the trade and the tradefimen were hifs’d off the ftage
togzther; fo that the devil, who, it mull be confels'd,
got nfinitely by the cheat, became bankrupt, and was
obliged to fer other engines to work, as other cheats
und deceivers do, who, when ome trick grows flale,
and will ferve no longer, are forced to try another.

‘Mor was the devil to feck in new mealures ; for the”
he could not give out his delufive trafh as he did be-
fore, in pomp and flate, with the folemnity of a tem.
ple, and a fet of enthufiafts, call'd priefts, who play'd
a thoufand tricks to amufe the world, he had then ree
eoutle to his old Egyptian methed, which indeed was
more antient than that of oracles . and that was b
magic, forcery, familiars, witcherait, and the like,

Of this we find the people of the fouch, that is, of
Arabia and Chaldea, were the firlt, from whence wa

Ks
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are told the wife men, thac is to fay, magicians, were
called Chaldeans, and foothfayers. Henceaifo we find
Ahaziah, the king of Ilrael, fent to Bax!zzbub, the God
of Ekron, to inquire whether he fiould five or die?
T his, fome think, was a kind of an oracle, tha® others
think it wat only fome over growa magician, wha
counterfeited himfelf to be a devil, and obtain'd upoa
that idol-honting s ge to make 3 conning man of him;
and for that purpofe he got himfelf made a pricft of
Baalzebub, the god of Ekron, and gave ort anfwers
in his name, Thus thole merry fellows in Egyph
Jannes and Jambres, are faid to mimic Mofes and Aa-
ron, when they work'd the miraculoes plagues npon
the Egyptians : and we have fome inftances in ferips
ture to fuppert this, fuch as the witch of Endor, the
king Manalfes, who dwelt with the devil openly, and
had & familiar; the womuan mentioned A&s xvi. who
had a fpiricof divination, and who got money by play-
ing the oracle; that is, aniwering doubtful queliions,
&e. which fpirit, or devil, the apofiles calt out,

Mow tho'itistrae, that the old women in the werld
have fll'd us with tales; fome improbable, 6thers im-
poffible; fome weak, fome ridiculous; and that this
pats a general diferedit upen ll the graver matrons,
who entertain v with ftories betrer put together; yet
*iis certuin, wnd I mult be qilow'd to affirm, thic the
devil does oot dildain to take into his fervice many
troope of good old women' and cld women men too,
whom he finds *tis for his fervice to keep in conftant
pav: Tothefe heis found frequently to communicate
his mind, and cftentimes we find them fuch profici-
ents, that they know much more than the devil can
teach’ them,

How fur corantient friend Merlin, or the grave ma-
tron, his (Satan 5} moft rrufty and well beloved cvu.
fin and cronfellpr, mother Shipton, were commilinn-
ed, by him, o give out their prophetic nractes, and
what degree of poffeflion he may have arrived foin
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them, uptn their midaight excorfions, L will not un.
derrake to prove . but that he might be acquainted
with them both, as well a8 with feveral of our nodern
gentlemen, I will not deny neither,

I confefs it is not very incongrucus with the devil's
temper, of with the nature of his bufine’s, te (hift
hands; poflibly ke found, that he had tired the world
with oracular cheats; that men began to be furfeited
with them, and grew fick of the frands which were [0
frequently detefted ; that it was time to take new mea-
fures, and contrive fome new trick to bite the world,
that he might not be expos'd tocentempt; or perhaps
ke faw the approach of new light, which the ehrillian
doftrine bringing with it, began to [pread in the minds
of men 3 that it would outfhine the dim burning ignir
fatuur, with whichhe bad fo long cheated mankind §
and was afraid to ftand it, left be fhould be mobb'd
off the flage, by his own people, when their eyes (hould
begin toopen ¢ That, upon this foot, he might, in po-
liey, withdraw from thofe old retreats, the oracles, and
relirain thole rzfponfes before they loft all their sres
dit; for we find the people feemed to be at a mighty
lofs for Fime timpe, for want of them, fo that it mads
thess run up and down to copjurers, and man. gollips,
to brazen heads, fpeaking ealves, and innomerable
fimple things, fo grofs that they are fcarce fit to be
samed, to fatisfy the itch of having their fortanes told
them, as we call i,

How, a5 the devil is very fldom blind to his own
interelt, and therefore thoughs fit to quit his old way
of impoling upen the world by bis oracles, only be-
caufe he found the worid began to be ton wile to be
impofed upoa that ways {o, on the ether hand, find-
ing there was Rill a peffibiicy to delude the world,,
th' by other infiwments, be no fooner laid down his
oracles and the folemn pageantry, magnificant 2 ppears
sners, acd other frauds ot his priclts and votarics, in
their temples and (heines, but he feu vp a new trade;

K 6
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contemptible; that fiséh as thefe are fir toals to conti-
nue the focceffion of fraud, und carey on the dewily
intereit in the worldy for were not the pallians
and temper of mankind desply pre engaged in favour
of this dark prince, we could never fuffer ourfelves to
accept of his favours, by the hends of fich contemps
tible agents as thele: how do we receive his oracles
from an old witch of particular eminence, and who
we believe to be more than ordinary infpired from
hell? 1 fay, wereceivethe oraclewith reverence; that
# to fay, with a kind of horror, with regard to the
black prince it comes from ; and, at the fame time,
turn oor faces away from the wretch that mumbles
gut the anfwers, left the fhonld caft an evil eye, as we
call it, npon us, and put a devil into us, when fhe
plays the devil before us: how do we liften to thecant
of thofe worlt of vagabonds the Gyplies, when, at the
fume time, we watch our hedges and hen roolls, for
§oar of their thieving |
Either the devil ufés us more like fools than he did
gui ancellors, or we really are worfe fools than thele
apes produced; for they were never deluded by fuch
Yow priced devilsas we are; by fock defpicable Bride-
well devils, thar are fitter for'a whipping poit thau an
altar, and, inRead of being received as che voice of an
oracle, fhould be fent to the boole of correétion, for
pick pockets,

Hor is this accidenta), and here and there one of
thele wretches to be feen ; but, in fhort, i it has been
in other nations as it i with ue, 1 do ot {ee that the
devil was able to get any better people tato his pay,
or at leall very rarely : where have we feen any thing
above & tinker turn wizard? And where have we had
a witeh of quality among os, mother J——gs exeept:
ed 7 and if (be had not been more of fomething eli
thun a witch, ‘twas thought (he had never got o
much money by her profeflicn,

Magicians, feothfayess, devil railers; and fuch peo-
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ple, we have heard much of, but feldom sbove the de-
gree of the meaneft of the me=an people, the lowelt of
tie lowelt rank: Indeed the word w:ie men, which
the devil would fain have bad his agenis honoured
with, was nfed a whilein Egypts and in Per iz, among
the Chaldeans; bat it eontinued bura lietle while;
and never reached fo far northward us our conntrys
nor, hawever the devil has managed it, have mauy uf
our great men, who have been molt aecqnainted with
bim, ever been able to acquire the titie of wile men.

I hav+ heard, that, in older times, I fuppofe in good
queen Befs’s days, or heyond (for little is to be faid
here for any thing om this fide afher time}, there were
fome counfcllors ard flatelmen who mrriced the
chara@er of wife, in the beft fenfe; that is to fuy,
good, and wile, as they fland in conjunéion ; bat as
to whar has happencd fines that, or, as we may call
it, from that gqueen’s funeral to the late revolotion,
1 have litele to fay ; but 'l tell you what honeft An-
drew Maurvel faid of thole times, #nd by that you may,
if vou pleale, make your calcalation, or let it alone,
"tis all one.

« To [ee a white Raff maker, a beggar, a lord,

v And frarce @ wile man at @ long council board,"

But 1 may be told this relates to wile men if anos
ther cenftitution, or wife men as they are oppoled to
fools ; whereas weare talking of them now onder an-
gther clafs, namely, as wil-men) or magicians, footh-
fayers, &c. fuch as were in former times called by thar
name.,

But to this [ anfwer, that, take them in which fenfe
you pleafe, ic may be the fame; for if T were to-afk
the devil the charafter of the heft (latefmen he had
employed among us for many years palt, I am =pt to
think that tho® oracles are ceafed, he would honeltly,
according to the old ambiguous way, when 1 atked if
they were chriftians, anlwer they were (his} privy-
counfeliors,
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It is but a lictle whils ago, that [happened (ineon-

werlation) to meet with & ong Ik of the magiliraies
ol ihat age, in & neighboarng country, thatis iofay,
the men of fame among them; and it was a very di.
verting thing toee the judgment which was paffed op-
o them, among a great deal of good company; it
is not for me to tell you how many white [taves, gold-
en keys, marihals batoons, cordons lue, cordon ronge,
and cordon blanc, there were among them; or by
what titles, as dukes, counts, marquis, abbot, bilhop,
or juftice, they were to be diftingmihed ; but the mar-
ginal notes 1| found vpon moit of them were (being
marked with an allerifm), as follows,

Such a duke, fuch eminent offices added to- his ti-
tles (* in the margin) no faiot,

Such an arch—with the title of noble added,—
no archangel,

Such an eminent fatefman, and prime minifter,——
no witch, i ‘

Such a ribband, with a fet of great letters added,
~——no coRjurer,

It prefently occured to me, that tho' oracles were
cealed, and we had now no more double entendre in
fuch a degree as before, yet that ambiguous anfwers
were not at an end ; and that whether thole negatives
were meant fo by the writers, or nor, 'twas ecertain
culiom led the readers to conclude them to be fatires,
that they were to be rung backwards, like the bells
when the town's on fire ; though, in fhore, I durfl not
read them backward any where, but as ipeaking of
foreign people, for fear of raifing the dewil I am talk-
ing of

Eﬂm to return to the fubjett: to foch mean things
is the devil now reduced, in his oedinary way of car-
rying on hisbufivefs in the world, that his oracles are
delivered, now, by the bell men, and the chimney
fweepers, by the meane@t of thofe thut fpeak in the

dark, and if he operates by them, you may expedt if
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aceordingly : his agents feem to me as if the devil had
fingled them out, by their deformity, or that thers
was fomething particolar required in their afped, to
qualify them for their employment : whenee it is be.
come proverbial, when our looks are very difmal, and
frightful, to fay, I look like'a witch; or, in other
cales, to fay, as ugly as a witch: in enother cale, to
lock as envious as a witch : now, whether there is a-
ny thing particularly required in the looks of the de-
vil's modern agents, which is aflilling in the difcharge
of their offices,"and which makes their anl{wers appear
more [olemn, this the devil has not yet revealed, at
leaft not to me ; and therefore, why it is rhat he fin.
gles oo fuch ereatures as are fit only to fright the peo-
ple that come to them with their' ingniries, I do not
take upon me to determine,

Perhaps it is neceflary they fhould be thos extraor-
dinary in their afped, that they might firike an awe
into the minds of their votaries, as if they were Satan's
troe and real reprefentatives ; and that the {aid votaries
may think, when they fpeak to the witches, they ars
really talking to the devil ; or perhaps "tis neceilury to
the witches themfelves, that they (honld he fo exqui-
fitely ugly, thar they might not be forprized at what-
ever fijure the devil makes when he firlt appears to
them, being certain they can [te nothing nglier than
themfelves.

Some are of the opinion, that the communication
with the devil, or between the devil, and thofe crea.
tores, his agents, has fonething afimilating in it3
and that if they were tolerable befare, they are. 7/
fafts, torned into devils, by talking with him: 1
will not iay but that a tramor in the limbs, a horror
in the alped, and a furprizing ftare in the eyes, may
frize upon (me of them, when they really fee the de-
vil, and that the regqnent repetition may wake thale
diftortinns, which w= fo conftantly fee in their faces,
pecome natural to them; by which, if it docs not
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continoe always upon the countenance, they can, at
Ieaft, like the polfture mafters calt themfelves into fuch
figures, and frightful diflocations of the lines and fea-
turein ther faces, and fo affame a devil’s face, fuitabie
to the oceafion, or as may ferve the turn for which
E'L':r take it up, and as often as they have any ofe for

But be it which of thefe the inquirer pleafes, "tis all
one to the cafe in hand ; this is certain, that fuch de-
formed devil like creatures, moft of thofe we call
hags and witches are in their fhapes and afpedis; and
that they give ont their fentences, and frightful mel-
fages, with an air of revenge for fome injury receive
ed; for witches are famed chicfly for doing mifchief,

It feems the devil has always picked out the molt
ugly and frightful old women to do his bufinefs : mo-
ther Shipton, our famous Eaglifh witch, or prophetels,
i5 very much wronged in her pifture, if (he was oot
of the molt terrible alpeft imaginable; and if ic be
true that Merlin, the famous Wellh [ortune teller, was
2 frightful figure, itwill feem the more rational to be-
lieve, if we credit another flory; viz. that he was be
gotten by the devil himizlf, of which 1 fhall fpeak by
itlelf: but, to go back to the devil's inflruments being
fo ugly, it may be obferved, I fiy, that the devil has
alwaysdealt in fuch fort of cattle; the Sibyls, cf whom
fo many ltrange prophetic things are recorded, whe-
ther true, or no, is not the queltion, are (if the ltali.
an painters may have any credit given them) all re.
prefented as very old women; as if oglinels were a
beauty to old age, they feem to paint them our asug.
Iy and frightful as (not they, the painters, but even
i) the devil himflf conld make them ; not thac
believe that there are any original pittures of them
really extant; but it is not unlikely that the Italiuns
might have fome teaditional knowledge of them, or
fome remaining notions of them, or particulrly that

antient Sibyl, pamed Anus, who fold the fatal book
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ts Tarquin g "tis fid of her, that Tarquin fuppofed
fhe doated with age.

I had thoughts indeed here to have enteredintoa
learned difquifition of the exeellency of old women in
all diabolical operations, and particularly of the ne-
ceflity of having recourfe to them, for Satan's more
exquifite adminiftration ; which alfo may ferve to
folve the great difficulty in the natoral philofohpy of
hell; namely, why it comes to pafs that the devil is
obliged, for want of old women, properly fo called,
to turn fo many antient fathers, grave counfcllors
both of law and @ate, and efpecially civilians, or doe-
tors of the law, into old women; and how the exira-
ordinary operation is performed : but this, as a thing
of great confequence in Satan's management of human
affuirs, and particolarly as it may lead ve'into the
necellary hiftory, as well as charadters, of fome of the
molt eminent of thele ftés among us, I have purpole
Iy referved for a work by itfelf, to be publithed, if Sa-
tan hinders not, in ffteen volumes in folio ; whersin
1 fhall, in the firlt place, define in the molt exadt man-
ner poflible, what is to be underfiood by a male old
woman, of what heterogeneous kind they are produs
ced ; give you the monftrous anatomy of the parts,
and efpecially thofe of the head ; which, being filled
with innumerable globules of a fublime naturs, and
which being of & fine contestare withont, bot partis
cularly hollow in the cavity, definss moft philofophical-
ly that antient paradoxical faying, viz. being foll of
emptinefs; and makes it very confillent with nature,
and common fenfe,

1 fhall likewifz fpend fome tims, and it maft be Ia-
bour too, 1 affure you, when *tis done, in determining
whether this new fpecies of wonderfuls are not deriv-
gd from that famous old woman, Merlin, which I
prove to be very reafonable for us to fuppofe y becaule
of the many feveral judicicus authors, who affiem the
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faid Merlin, as I hinted before, to have been begottes
by the devil.

As to the deriving his gift of prophecy from ths de
wil, by that precended generation, [ (hall omic that
part, becaule, as 1 have all along infilted opon it, that
Satan himfelf has no prophetic or predifling powers
of his own, it is not very clear to me, that he eould
convey it to his polterity : Nil dat quod mon babet,

However, in deriving this fo much magnifizd pro-
phet, in a right Jine from the devil, much may be
faid in favonr of his ugly face, in which, it was faid,
he was very remarkable ; for it is-no new thing fora
child to be like the father: bat all thefe weighty
things I acjourn for the pr:fent, and proceed to the
affair in band, namely, the feveral branches of the
devii's management fince his quutmg his temples and

oracles,

CHAP VI

OF the extraordinary appearance of the devil, and pars
sicularly of the cloven foot,

OME peopls wounld fain have us treat this taleof

the devil’s appearing with a eloven foot with mare
folemnity, than | believe the devil himfelf does; for
Satan, who knows how snuch of acheat itis, molk cer-
tainly ridicule it, in his own thoughts, to the lalk
degree; but as he is glad of any way to hoodwink the
wnderflandinge:, and bubble the weak part of the
world; fo, if he fees men willing to take every feare-
crow for a devil, it is not his bufinels to undeceive
them: onthe other hand, he finds it in his intereft to
foller the cheat, and ferve himielf of the conlequence:
nor could T doubt but the devil, if any mirth be al.
lowed bim, often laughs at the many trightial (hapes
and figures we drefs him up in, and eipecially to fee
how willing we are firRt to paint him as black, and
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make him zppear as oply, as we can, and then [are
and Rart at che fpefirum of oor own making,

The truth is;, that among all the horribles that we
drefs up Saran in, 1 cannot bot think we (hew the
lealt of invention in this of a goat, or a thing witha
goat's foot, of all the reft; for though a goatisa
creature made ufe of by our Siviour, in the allegory
of the day of jadgment, and is faid there to reprefent
the wicked rejefted party, yet it feems to be only on
account of their imilitnde to the fhecp‘ and io o re-
prefeat the jult fate of hypoerify, and hypocriics;
and, in particular, to form the neceffary antithefis in
the flory s for elfe, our whimfical fancies excepted, a
flicep, or a lamb, has a cloven foot, a5 well as a goat;
nay, if the feripture be of any value in this cafe, ‘(s
to the devil's anvantage; for the dividing the hoof
was the diftinguifhing charafter or mark of a clean
bealt;' and how the devil can be broughe into that
nomber, is precty hard to fay.

One would have thonght, if we had intended 1o
have given a juft figure of the devil, it would have
been more appofite to have ranked him among the
cat kind, and given him a foot (ifheis to be koown by
his foot) like a lion, or like a2 red dragon, b:ing the
fame creatures which he is reprefented by in the text;
and [o his claws would have had lome tecror in them,
s well as his teeth,

But neither is the goat a true reprefentative of the
devil at all, for we do not rank the goats among the
fubtle or cuaning part of the brutes; heis counted a
fierce creature indeed of his kind, tho" nothing like
thefe other above mentioned; and he is emblemati-
cally ufed to reprefent a luflful temper, but even that
part does not fully ferve to defleribe the devil, whole
operation lies principally another way.

Befides, it is not the poat himfelf that is made ufe
of, "tis the cloven hoof only, and that fo particular-
Iy, that the cloven foot of a ram, or a fwine, or any



238  The Modern History

ather creature, may ferve as well as that of a gear;
only that hiltory gives us fome canfe to callit the
goat’s foot, ]

In the next place, "tis underltood by us-notas a bire
token to know Satan by, but as if it were a brand up-
on him, and that, like the mark God put upon Cain,
it was given him for a punillusent, {o that he cannn
get leave to appear withour it, nay, cannot coneeal it
whatever other drefs or difguile he may put onj and
asif it was tomake him as ridiculous as pollible, they
will have it be, that whanever Satan has occafion to
drefs himfelf in any human {hape, be it of what de-
gree foever, from the kingygo the beggar, be it of a fin
lady or of an old woman [the latter, it feems, he of-
teneht affumes), yet Rill he not only muft have this
cloven foat about him, bot is obliged to (hew it too;
nay, they will not allow him any drefs, whether it b
a prince's robes, a lord cha——r's gown, or a lady' |
hoop and long petticoats, but the eloven foot mull be
fhewed from under them; they will not fo much o
allow him an artificial (hoe, or a jack boot, as we of
ten fee contrived to coneeal a club foot, or a wooden
leg ; butthat the devil may be known whereverhe goy,
he is bound to {hew his fopt: they might as well o
blige him to fet a bill npon his cap, as folks do upon
4 houle to be let, and have it written in capital Izt
ters, | am the devil,

It mufl be confeffed this is very particular, and would
be very hard npon the devil, if it had not another ar-
ticle in it, which is fome advanage to him, and that
is, that the faét is mot true; but the belicf of this ish
univerfal, that all the world runs away with it; by
which miftske the good people mifs the devil many
times where they look for him, and meet him as aften
where they did not expeé& him, and when for wantal |
this cloven foorthey did not know him.,

Upan this very ascount 1 have fometimes thoughts |
not that ‘this has been put upon him by mere fancyy |




of the DEVIL 23

and the cheat of an heavy imagination, propagited
by fable, and chimney corper divinity ; but that it
has been a contrivanee of his own i and that, in fhort,

the devil raifed the feandal upon himfelf, that he might
keep his difguife the better, and might go a vifiting
amoag his friends without being known; for were it
really fo, that he could go no where without this par-
ticalar brand of infamy, he could not come into com-
pany, could not dine with my lord mayor, nor drink
tea with the ladics, conld not go to the drawing r—
at s could not have gone to Fontaineblesu, to
the king of France's wedding, or to the diet of Poland,
to prevent the grandees there coming to an agree-
meat; nay, which would be ftill worfe than all, he
could not go to the mafquerade, nor to any of oor
balls; the reafon is plain, he woold be always difco -
vered, expofed, and foreed to leave the good company,
or, which would be as bad, the company would all
cry out the devil, and run out of the room as they
were frighted ; nor could all the help of invention do
him any ferviee, no drefs he eould put on would cover
him; not all our friends at Tavillock corner could
furnifh him wich an habit that would difguife or con-
ceal him, this unhappy foot would fpoil it all : now this
waould be fo great a lofs to him, that 1 queltion whe.
ther he could carry on any of his molt important af-
fairs in the world without it; for tho® he ha® accefs
to mankind in his complete difguife, | mean that of
his invifibility, yet the learned very much agree in

this, that his corporal prefence in the world is abifo-

lutely neceflary, upon many occafions, to fupport his

interelt, and keep up his correfpondences, and parti-

cularly to encourage his friends, when numbers are

requifite to carry on his affairs; but this part I fhall

have oceafion to fpeak of again, when I come to con-

fider him as a gentleman of bufinefs in his locality,

and under the head of vifible apparition ; butl return

to the foot,
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AsT have thus foggelted, that the devil himfell hay
politically fpread abiont this notion eoncerning his ap-
pearing with a cloven foot, [o I doubt not that he has
thought it for bis purpele to paint this eloven foot fo
lively in the imaginat ous of many of onr people, and
elpecially of thole clear fighted folks, who fee the de.
wil when he is not to be feen, that they wounld make
no feruple to fay, nay, and 1o make affidavic too, even
before Satan him{elf, whenever he fat upon the bench,
that they had {een his worllip's foot at fuch and fuch
@ time: this I advance the rather, becanfe 'tis very
much for hig interelt to do this; for if we had not ma-
ny witnelles, sive veee, to tefllify it, we fhould have
had fome cbflinate [ellows always among us. who
would have denied the fa@t, or at lealt have fpoken
doubtfully of it; and {o have ruifed dilputes and ab-
Jjetions againfl it, as impofible, or at leall as impro-
bable; buzzing ooe ridicolous notirn or other into
our ears, as if the devil was pot [0 black as he was
painted ; that he had po more a cloven foot thana
pope, whoit apollolical toes have io often been reve.
rentially kiffed by kings and emperors ; but now, alas !
this part is oot of the quefiion: not the man in the
moon, not the groaning board, not the fpeaking of
friar Bucons brazen head, not the infpiration of mo-
ther Shipton, or the miracles of Dr, Faullus, things
as certuin ag death and taxes, can be more Armly be-
lieved: the devil not have a cloven foot! 1 doult
not but 1 could, in a fhort time, bring you & thoulind
old women together, that woold as foon believe thers
nowasdevil arall; nay, they will rell you, he could not
be = devil withouot it, any more than he coold come
intothe room, and the candles not burn blue; orga
gut, and not leave a fmell of briniftone behind him,
Since then the certainty of the thing is fo welle-
Rablifhed, and there are fo many good and fubftanti-
al wirnefles ready to teftify, that he has 2 cloven foor,
and that they have feen it too; nay, and that we bave
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antiquity en our fide, for wehave this truth confirmed
by the teltimony of many ages; why (hould we doubt
it any longer 2 'We can prove, that many of our an-
cellors have been of this opinion, and divers learned
authors have left it upon record, as particularly that
Iearned Familiarilt mother Hazel, whofe wrilings are
to be found in MS. in the famous library at Pye Cor-
ner ; alfo the admired Joan of Amelbury ; the hiltory
of the Lancafhire witches ; and the reverend exorcilt
of the devils of London, whofe hiltory is extant among
us to thisday : all thefe and many more may be quot-
ed, and their writings referred to, for the confirmari.
on of the antiquity of this truth ; but there feems ta
be no occafion for farther evidence, 'tis enough, Satan
himfelf, if he did not raife the report, yet tacitly
owns the faft; at lealt he appedrs willing to have it
believed, and be received as a general trath, for the
reafons above,

But befides all this, and as moch a Jjeit as fome pp.
believing people would have this fory pafs for, wha
knows but t.at if Satan is impowered to affyme any
fhape or body, and to appear to us vifibly, as if really
fo fhaped ; 1fay, who knows but he may, by the fame
autharity, be allowed to aflame the addition of the clg-
ven foot, or two or four cloven feer, if he pleafed ¢ and
why ot a cloven foot as well as any other foot, if
he thinks it ? For if the devil can affume a fhape, and
can appear to mankind in 2 vifible form, it may, 1
doubt not, with as geod authority, be advaneed, that
be iz lefr at liberty to aflame what fhape he pleales,
and to choole what cafe of Aefh and blood he'i] pleafs
to wear, whether real or imaginary ; and if chis liber-
iy beallowed him, it is an admirable difguife for him ta
come generally with his cloven foot, that when he
finds it for his purpale, on fpecial occalions, to coma
without it, as I faid above, he may not be fulfpedted ;
but take this with you, as you go, that all this is up-
on a fuppofition, that the devil can afume a vifible

L
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thape, and maks a real appearance, which, however,
I do not yet think fit to grant, or deny.

Certain it is, the firl people who beflowed a cloven
foot upon the devil, were not fo defpicable as you may
imagine, but were real favourites of heaven;; for did
not Aaron fet up the devil of 2 calf in the congrega-
tion, and fet the people a dancing about it fora God{
Upan which oecafion, expofitors tell us, that particn-
Jar eommand was given, Levit, xvii, 7. They [hall no
more olier their facrifices unto devils, after whom they
have gone a whoring s likewife king Jeroboam fet up
the two calves, one at Dan, and the other at Bethel;
and we find them charged afterwards with fettng
up the worllip of devils, inftead of the worlhip of
God,

After this we find fome nations a@ually facrificed to
the devil, in the form of a ram, and others of a goat;
from which, and that above of the calves at Horeb, [
daubt not the ftory of the cloven foor firlt derived;
and it is plain, that the worfhip of that calf at Horeb
is meant in the feriptore quoted above, Levit, xvil, »,
Thou fhalt no more offer facrifices unto devils:  the
original is Seghnirim; thatis, roogh and hairy goats,
ar calyes: and fome think alfo, in this hape, the de-
vil, moft ordinarily appeared to the Egyptians and
Arabians, from whence it was derived.

Alfo, in the old writings of the Egyptians, I mean
their hieroglyphic writings, before the ule of letters
was known, we are told, this was the mark that he
was known by 3 and the fgure of a goat was the hie.
roglyphic of the devil : fome will affirm, that the de.
vil was particularly pleafed to be fo reprefented ¢ how
they came by their information, and whether they had
it from his own mouth, or not, authors have not yet
determined.

But be this as it will, T do not fee that Satan could
have been at a lofs for fome extraordinary figure to
have bantered mankind with, the' this had aot been
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thonght of; but thinking of the cloven foot firll, and
the matter being indifferent, this took place, and eafi-
Iy rooted itfelf in the bewildered fancy of the people;
and now 'tis rivetted too fall for the devil himfelf to
remove it, if he was difpofed to try ; bor, as T faid a-
bove, *tis none of his bulinefs to folve doabts, or re.
move dificulries out of our heads, but to perples us
with more, as much as he can,

Some people carry this matter a great deal higher
flill, and will have the cloven foot be like the great
ftone which the Brafilian eonjurersufled to folve all dif-
ficule queftions upon, after having ufed a great many .
monftrous and barbarous geltores and difortions of
their bodies, and cat certain marks, or magical figares,
upon the Rone: fo, 1 fay, they will have this cloven
foot be a kind of a conjuring flone ; and tell ue, thar,
in former times, when Satan drove a greater trade with
mankind, in public, than he has dene of late, he gave
this cloven foot as a token to hisparticular favourites,
to work wanders with, and to conjure by ; and that
witches, fairicg, hobgoblins, and fuch things, of which
the antients had feveral kinds, at leaft in their i-
muginal_icrn, had all a goat’s Izg, with a cloven foor,
to put on npon extraordinary occafions: it feems this
methad is of late grown out of pradtice, and fo, like
the melting of marble, and the painting of glalfs, s
laid afide, among the various uleful ares which, hifto-
ry tells us, are lofk to the world: what may be prac.
tifed in the fairy world, if fuch a place there be, we
can give no particular account at prefent,

But neither is this all; for other would-be wile peo-
ple take upon them to m&k: farther and more confi-
derable improvements upon this do@rine of the cloven
foot, and treat it as a moft fignificant infirument of
Satan's private operation; and that as Joleph is fiid
to divine, that is to fay, to conjure, by his golden cup,
which was put into Benjamin's fack; fo the devil
has managed leveral of his fccret operations, and pof-

L 3
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{<flions, and other hellith mechanifms, wpon the fpi-
rits a5 well as bodies of men, by the medium of in.
firnmentality of the cloven foot; accordingly it hada
{ind of an hellith infpiration in it, and a feparate and
mugical power, by which he wrought his infernal mi-
racles: that the cloven foot had a fuperior fignificati-
on, and was not only emblematic, and fignificative of
the conlu& of men, but really guided their condu®
in the moft important affairs of life ; and that the a-
gents thedevil employed to inflnence mankind, and to
delude them, and draw them into all the fnares and
traps that he layscontinually for their defiruétion, were
equipped with this foot, in aid of their other powers
for mifchief.
Here they read us learned lefinres upon the fove-
reign operations which the devil is at prefent malter
of, in the government of human affsirs ; and how the
cloven foot is an emblem of the trne donble entendre,
or dividsd alpedt, which the great men of the world
generally a& with, and by which all their affairs are
direfted ; from whenee it comes to pafs, that thers is
no fuch thing as a fingle hearted integrity, or an up-
right meaning, to be found in the world: that man-
kind, worfe than the ravenons brutes, preys upon his
own kind, and devonrs them by all the laudable me-
thods of flatiery, whine, cheat, and treachery; cro-
codile liks, weep'ng over thofe it would dovour, de-
firoying thofe it fmiles npon; and, in & word, devours
its own kind, which the very bealls refule, and that
by ali the ways of fiaud and allurement that hell can
invent; holding out a cloven divided hoof, or hand,
pretending to fave, when the very pretence is made
ufe of to enfoare and deltroy, -

Thus the divided hoof is the reprefentative of a di.
vided donble tongue, and heart, an emblem of the
.ol exquifite hypocrily, the moft fawning and fatally
deceiving fattery : and here they give us very divert-
ing hiltories, tho' tragical in themiclves, of the man-
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ner which fore of the devil's infpired agents have mu-
naged themfelves, under the efpecial inflaence of the
cloven foor ¢+ how they have made war under the pre-
tence of peace ; murdersd garifons under the molt fiu-
cred cupitnlations 3 matfacred innocent multitades af.
ter furrenders to merey.

Again, they tell us, the cloven foot has been made
ufe of in all treafons, plots, alfuffiaations, and fecret as
well as open murders 2nd rebellions.  Thus Joab, un-
der the treafon of an embrace, hewed how dextroufly
he could manape the cloven foot, and (ruck Abner
under the fifth rib: thos David pliyed the eloven
foot upon poor Uriah, when he had a mind to lie with
his wife : thms Brutos played it upon Cwxfic 3 and, to
come nearer home, we have had a great many retro.
grade motions in this country, by this magical im-
plement, the foot; fuch as that of the earl of Effex’s
fate, beheadinz the queen of Scots, and divers others
in queen Elizabeth’s time: that of the earl of Shrewi-
bury, and Sir Thomas Overbury, Gondamor, and Sir
Walter Raleigh, and many others, in king James ths
firft’s time 3 in all which, if the cloven foor had oot
been dextroufly managed, thofe murders had not been
fo dextroofly managed; or the murderers have fo
well been fkreened from juftice: for which, and the
imprecated jultice of heaven unappealed, fome have
thooght the innocent branches of the royal hoult of
Stuart did not fare the better, in the ages which fol-
lowed,

It muft be confeil:d, the cloven foot was in fts full
exercife in the next reigng and the generation that
role up immediacely afier them, arrived to the molt
exquifice fkill for management of it + here they faft-
ed and prayed, there they plundered and murdered ;
here they railed war for the king, and there they
fought apainft him, cutting throaws for God's [ake,
and depofing both king, and kingly government, ac-
cording to law,

L3
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Nor was the cloven foot unemployed on all fides;
for *tis the main excellency of this infiroment of hell,
that it aéts on every fide, it is its denominating qua-
lity and is, for that reafon, called a cloven or divided
heof,

This mutilated apparition has been fo public in o-
ther conntries too, that it feems to convince us the
devil is not confined to England only, butthat ai his
empire extended to all the fublonary world, fo he gives
them all room to fee he is qualified to manage them
his own way.

What abundant nfe did that prince of diffemblers,
Charles V. make of this foot? 'Twas by the helpof
this apparition of the foot that he baited his hook with
the city of Milan, and tickled Francis [. of France lo
well with it, that when he paffed thro’ France, and
was in that king's power, he let him go, and never
got the bait off of the hook neither; it feems the foot
was not on king Francis’s fide, atthat time,

How cruzlly did Philip 1I. of Spain manage this
foot, in the murder of the nobility of the Spanifh Ne-
therlands, the aff Mination of the prince of Orange,
and, at laft, in that of his own fon Don Carlos, infant
of Spain?  And yet, fuch was the devil’s craft, and
fo micely did he beltir his cloven foot, that this mon-
arch died confolated (though impenitent) in the arms
of the church, and with the benediétion of the clergy
too, thofe lecond belt managers of the faid hoof in the
world,

1 mult acknowledge, I agree with this opinion thus
far; namely, that the devil, ading by his cloven foot
as & machine, has done great things in the world for
the propagating his dark empire among us ; and hil-
tory is full of examples, befides the lictle low priced
things done among us 3 for we are some to fuch a kind
of degeneracy in folly, that we have even difhonour-
ed the devil, and put this glorious engine the cloven
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foot to fach mean ules, that the devil himf1f zemsto
be alhamed of us,

Butio return & little to foreign hiltory : befideswhat
has been mentioned ahove, we find flaming examples
of moft glorions mifchief done by this weapon, when
put into the hands of kings, and men of fame, in the
world,  How many games have the kings of France
played with this cloven foot, and that within a few
years of one another ?  Firil, Charles 15X played the
cloven foot upon Galper Coligni, admiral of France,
when he carefled him, complimented him, invitsd him
to Paris, to the wedding of the king of Navarre, vall-
ed him father, kiffed Rim, and, when he was wound.
ed, fent his own furgeoas to take curc of himj; and
yer, three days after, ordered him to be aflaflinated,
and murdered, nfed with a thoufand indignities, and
at lafl thrown oot of the window into the fireet, to be
infulted by the rahble?

Did not Heory 111, in the fame country, play the
cloven foot upon the duke of Guife, when he called
him to his conneil, and caufed him to be murdered as’
he went in at the door ! The Gaifes again played the
fame game back upon the king, when they fent ofita
Jacobin friar to affuflinate him in his tent, as he laj
at the fisge of Paris.

In a word, this opera of the cloven foot has been
afted all over the chriflian world, ever fines Ju:
das betrayed the fon of God with a kifs; nay, cur
Saviour fays exprefly of him, * One of you is a devil”
and the facred text fays, in another place, ** The de-
i« il entered into judas,

It would take up a great deal of time, and paper
too, to give you a full account of the travels of this
cloven foot 3 its progrefs into all the courts of Europe;
and with what moflt accurate hypoerily Satan has
made ule of it upon many occafions, and with what
fuccele: but, as in the elaborate work, of which I
jult now gave you a fpecimen, I defign one wheole vo-
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lume upon this fubjeft, and which I (hall eall, the eom-
plete hiltory of the cloven foot; I fay, for that rea-
fon, and divers others, I (hall fay bue very lictle more
to itin this place,

It remains to tell you, that this merry Rory of the

cloven foot is very elfeatial to the hiflory which Tam
now writing, as it has been all along the great emblem
of the devil's government in the world, and by which
all his molt confiderable engagements have been an-
fwered, and executed ; for as he is faid not to be able
to conceal this foot, but that he carries it always with
him, it impores moft plainly, that the devil wonld be
ng devil, if he was not a_diffembler, a deceiver, and
carried & double entendre in all he does or fays; that
he cannot but fay one thing, and mean another; pro-
mife one thing and do another; engage, and not per-
form ; declare, and not intend; and a@t like a true
devil as he is, with a countenance that is no index of
his heart.

I might indeed go back to originals, and derivethis

cloven foot from Satan's primitive flate, as a cheru-
bim, or a celetial being ; which cherubims, as Mofes
is faid to have feen them about the throne of God, in
ruount Sinai; and as the fame Mbfes, from the origi-
nal, reprefented them afterwards covering the ark;
had the head and face of a man, wings of an eagle,
body of a lion, and legs and fect ofa calf: but this is
rot fo much to our prefent purpofe, for as we are o
allow that whatever Satan had of heavenly beauty be-
fore the fall, he loft it all when the commenced devil;
{o to fetch his original fo far up, would be only tofay,
that he retained nothing bot the cloven foot; apd
that all the relt of him was altered and deformed, be-
come horrible and frightful asthe devil ; burt his clo-
ven foot, as we now underfland it, is rather myflical
and emblematic, and deferibes him only as the foun-
tain of mifchief and treafon, and the prince of hypo-
crites; and as fuch we are now to fpeak of him.
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"Tis from this original all the hypocritic werld co-
pPy; he wears the foot on their account, and from this
model they adt: this made our bl-flzd Lord tell them,
the works of your father ye will do, meaning the de-
vil, as he had exprefl d it jult before,

Nor does he deny the ule of the foot to the meansr
elafs of his difciples in the werld, but decently equips
them all, upon every occafion, with a needful propor-
tion of hypocrify and deceit; that they may hand on
the power of promifcucus frand through all his tem-
poral dominions, and wear the foot always about
them, as a badge of their profeilzd fhare in whatever
is doue by that meaps.

Thus every diffembler, every falfe fiiend, every fe.
cret cheat, every bearfkin jobber, has a cloven foot;
and [o far bands on the devil's interelt by the fame
powerful agency of art, ds the devil himfelf ufes to
att when he appears in perfon, or would adt if he was
jult now upen the fpot; for this foot is a machins
which is to be wound up and wound down, as thecaule
it appears for requires; and thereare agents and en-
gineers to ad in it by dire@ivns of Satan (the grand
engineer), who lies fill in his retirement, only iﬁ'uﬁug
out his orders as he fees convenient.

Again, every clafs, every trade, every (hopkeeper,
every pedlar, nay, that meancft of tradefimen, the
chorch peclar the pope, has a cloven foot, with which
be paw wa's upon the world; wilhes them all well,
and at the fame time cheats them ; wilhes them all
fed, and at the {ame time farves them ; wiihes them
all in heaven, and at the [ame times marches before
them dire@ly to the devil, a-la-mode de cloven foot.,

Nay, the very bench, the ever living foundation of
joltice in the world ; how often has it been made the
tool of violence, the refuge of oppreffion, the feat of
bribery and corruption, by this monfter in maigue.
rade, and that every where (our own conntry alwayy
excepted) ! They had moch petter wipe out the pic-
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ture of juflice blinded, and having the fword and
feales in her hand, which in foreign countries is gene
rally painted over the fzat of thofe who fit to do jul-
tice, and place, inflead thereof, a naked pnarmed clo-
ven hoof, a proper emblem of that fpirit that infiu.
ences the world, and of the jultice we ofted lee admi:
niftred among them : human imagination cannatform
an idea more fuitable, nor the devil propole an engine
more or better gualified for an operation of jullice, by
the influence of bribery and corruption; it is the
magnipotent inflrumeot in the hands of the dev,
which, under the clofelt difguile, agitates every pali
on, bribes every affeflion, blackens every virtae, givel |
a double face to words and a&ions, and toall perfons
who have any concern to them, and, in a word, makes
us all devils to one another.

Indeed the devil has taken but a dark emblem to
be dillingnithed by; for this of a goat was faid tobe
a creature hated by mankind from the beginning, asd
that there is a natural antipathy in mankind againi
them: hence the feape goat was to bear the fins of
the people, and to go into the wildernefs with all that
burden upon him.

But we have a faying among us, in defence of which
we mult inquire into the proper {phere of adtion,
which may be afligned to this cloven foot, as hitherto
deferibed : the proverb is thisi Every devil has nova
cloven foot, This proverb, inftead of giving us fome

more Favourable thoughts of the devil, confirms what
1 have faid already, that the devil raifed this fcandal
vpon himfelf; I mean, the report that he cannotcon+
ceal or difguife his dewil's foot, or hoof, but that it
muit appear, under whatever habit he fhews himfelf;
and the reafon 1 gave holds good Rill; namely, that
hie may be more effefoally concealed when he goesa-
broad without ics for if the people were fully per-
fuaded that the devil could not appear without this
badge of his honeur, or mark of Lis infamy, take iras
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¥you will; and that he was bound alfo to fhew it up-
on all occufions 3 it would be natural to conclude, that
Whatever frightful appearances might be feen in the
worid, if the cloven foot did not alin appear, we had
no oceafion to look for the devil, or fo much as to
think of him, much lefs to apprehend he was fo near
us; and as this might be a miitake, and that the de-
vil might be there while we thought ourfelves i fecure,
it might on many occafions be a miltake of very ill
conlequence; and in particalar, as it wounld give the
devil room to a&t in the dark, and not to be difeover-
ed, where it might be molt needful to know him,

From this thort hint, thus repeated, | draw a new
thefis; namely, that devil is moft dangerous that has
no cloven foot; or, if you will have it in words more
to the common underflanding, the devil feems o be
molt dangerous when he goes without his cloven
foot.

And here a learned fpeculation offers itfelf to our
debate, and which indeed I onght to call & council of
cafuifls, and men learned in the devil's poiitics, to de-
termine

Whether is molt hurtful to the world, the devil
walking about without this cloven foot, or the cloven
foot walking about without the devil ?

It is indeed a nice and difficult queliion, and merite
to be well inquired into ;- for which reafon, and divers
‘others, | have referred it to be treated with fome de-
cency, and as 4 difpute of dignity, fofficient to take
up a chapter by itfelf,

cH AP, VI

I hether ir maft burtful to the avorld, the devil aviadk -
ing. about avithout bis cloven foat, or the cloven food
avalbing absut withsut the devil 2 :
N difcofling this moft critical diftin&ion of Satan’s

private motions, I moft, s the pulpit gentlemen
L6
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dire® vs, explain the text, and let yon know what{

mean by feveral dark expreflions in it, that I may not

be underfiood to talk (as the devil walks) in the dark,
1. As to the devil’s watking about,

2. His walking without his cloven foot,

3. The cloven foot walking about without the de-
wil.

Now as I fudy brevity, and yet would be nnder
Rood oo, you may pleale to underftand me as T onder-
ftand myfelf; chos:

r. That | mult be allowed to fuppofe the devil really
has an interecurfe in, and through, snd abeut this
globe, with egrefs and regrefs, for the carrying oa
his fpeciul affairs, when, how, and where, to his
majelly, in his great wifdom, it fhall [eem meet;
that fometimes he appears and becomes wifible, and
that, like a maftif without his clog, he does notal:
ways carry his cloven foor with him. T his wil
neceflirily bring me to fome debate vpon the molt
important queltion of apparitions, hauntings, walk-
ings, &c. whether of Satan in human fhape, or of
human creatares in the devil’s {hape, or in any o-
ther manner whatfoever.,

a. 1 muft alfo be allowed to rell yon, that Satan has
a great deal of wrong done him by the general em-
bracing volgar errors, and that there is a cloven
foor oftentimes without a devil; or, in fhort, that
Satan is not goilty of all the Gimple things, oo, o
of all the wicked things we charge him with,
Thele two heads well fertled will fully explain the

title of this chapter, an{wer the query mentioned in

it, and at the fame time eorrefpond very well with,
gnd give vs a farther profped into, the main and ori-
ginal defign of his work; namely, the hiftory of the
devil, We are {o fond of, and pleafed with, the ge-

neral notion of f-cing the devil, that 1 4m loth ta dil-

oblige my resders fo much as the calling in queftion

his vifibility would do, Nor is it my bufinefs, any
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more than it is his, to undeceive them, where the be.
lief is jo lgmahl: to them ; elpecially fince, upon the
whole, "tis not one farthing matter, cither on one fide
or on the other, wherher it be {o or no, or whether the
truth of faft be ever difcovered or not.

Cerrain it is, whether we fce him or no, here he is,
and I make no dount bat he is looking on while I am
writing this part of his fRory, whether behind me, or
at iy elbow, or over my thoolder, is not material to
me, nor have I once turned my head (bout to fee whe-
ther he is there or no; for if he be not o the infide, 1
have b mean an opsnion ot .1l his sxtravafated pow-
ers; that it feems of very littl: confequence to m= what
fhave he takes up, or in what poliure he appears; nor
indeed can I find iu all my inquiry, that ever the de-
%il appeared (qua devil) in any of the mofk danger-
ous or fmportant of his defigns in theworli; the molt
of Liis projedts, efpecially of the ignificant part of them,
having been carried on another way,

However, as [ am fiatisfied nooody will be pleafed
if T fhould difpate the reality of his appearance, and
the world runs away with it as a received point, and
that admits no difpute, 1 fhall molt readily grimt
the general, and give you fome account of the parti
culars,

Hiftory is fruitful of particulars, whether invention
has fupplied them or not, I will not fay, where the
devil is bronght upon the fkage in plain and undenia~
ble apparition » the (tory of Samuel being raifed by
the witch of Endor, 1 fhall leave quite out of my lif,
brcanfe there are fo many ferupies and objeflions a-
gainft that ftory; and as I fhall not difpute wich the
feriptare, fo, on the other hand, I have fo much de-
ference for the dignity of the devil, as not to deter-
mine, rallly how Far it may be in the power of every
old (witch) woman, to eall him up whenever fhe
pleafes, and that he muft come, whatever the pretence
is, or whatever bufinefs of conlfequence he may be



254 The Modern History

enguged in, as often as 'tis needful for her to paw-
wa for half a crown, or perbiaps lefs than halfthe mo-
ney. i
{qn,r will I undertake to tell you, till T have talked
farther with hini about it, how far the devil is con-
cerned to difcower frands, dete® murders, rzveal fe-
erets, and efpecially to tell where anv money is hid,
and {hew folks where to find it; ’tis an odd thing thag
satun fhonld think it of confequence to come and tell
us where foch 3 mifer hid a ftrong box, or where fuch
an oild woman buried her chamber pot full of money,
the value of all which is perbaps bot a trifle, when at
the fame time hr lets fo many veins of gold, o many
unexhanfted mines, nay, mountains of filver, as, we
may depend upon it, are hidin the bowels of theearth,
and which it would be {o much to the good of
whale nations to difcover, lie ftill there, and never fay
one word of them to any body. Befides, how does the
devil's daing things (o forcign to himflf, and fo out
of his way, agree with the relt of his charafter; name.
by, fhewing a kind of a friendly difpofition to man-
kind, or doing beneficent things? This is {o beneath
Satan’s quality, and looks fo little, that I fearce know
what to fay toit; bot that which is flill more pun.
gent in the cale is, thele things are foont of his road,
and fo foreign to his calling, that it fhocks our faith
in them, and feems to clath with all the jult notions
we have of him, and of his bufinefs in the world, The
like is to be faid of thofe little merry turns we bring
him in afling with vs, and upon us, upon trifling and
fimple occalions, fuch as tumbling chairs and fcols
about the houle, fetting pots and vellels bottom up-
ward, tofing the glals and crockery ware abour,
without bresking ; and fach like mean foolifh things,
beneath the difnity of the devil, who, in my opinion,
is rathier employed in fetting the world with the bot-
tom upward, tombling kings and crowns about, and
dafhiog the sations ooe againft apother; raifing
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tempelts and ftorms, whether st {ea, oron fhore ; and
in a word, doing capital mifchiefs fuitable to his na-
ture, and agreeable to his name, devil; and fuited
to that eircumfanece of his condition, which 1 bave
fully reprefented in the primitive part of his exil'd
[ate. .

But to bring ia the devil playing at pulh pin with
the world, or like Domitian catching flies : that is to
fay, doing nothing to the purpofe; this is not only
deluding ourielves, bue putting a {lur vpon the devil
himielf; and I fay, [ fhall rot difhonour Satan fo much
as to foppofe any thing init: However, as I muft
have a care too how | take away the proper materials
of winter-evening frippery, and lsave the good wives
nothing of the devil to fright the children with, T
fhall earry the weighty point no farther. No doobt
the devil and Dr. Faoltus were very intimate ; T fhould
rob you of a very fignificant * proverb, if I fhould fo
much as doubt it; no doubt the devil fhew'd himfelf
in the glafs to that fair lady who look’d in it to fee
where to place her patches; but then it fhould follow
too, that the devil is an enemy to the ladies wearing
patches ; and that has fome difficulties in it which we
cannot fo eafily reconcile ; but we mult tell the Rory,
and leave out the confequences.

But to come no moreremarkable things,and in which
the devil has thought Bt to a@t ‘na fgure more fuit-
able to his dignity, and on occafions confiftent with
himfelf; take the ftory of the appearance of Julius
Cefar, or the devil affoming that murdered emperor,
to the great Marcus Brutas, who, notwithflanding all
the good thinus faid to juilify i, was no lels than a
king killer and an afl.finator, which we in onr lans
guage call by a very good name, and peculiar to the
Englifh tongue, a ruffian,

The fpeéire had certainly the appearance of Cafar,
with his wounds bleeding frefh, as if he had juit're-

# As prear as the devil anddofter Fauflas, “Vulg. Dr, Felter,
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ceived the fatal blow 3 he had reproach’d him with his
ingratitude, with a Tu Hrute! ta quogue, mi filiz
#¢ W hat, thou, Brutus! Thou, myadopted fon I"' Now
hiftory feems to apree univerfully, not only in the kory
itfelf, bot in the cirenmftances of it ; we have ouly to
obierve, that the devil had certainly power to affume
notan homan (hape ooly, but the fhape of Julius Cefar
in particalar,

Hal Brutus been & timorous, confeience-harry'd,
weak-headed wretch, had he been under the horror of
the guilt, and terrify’d with the dangers that were
before him at that time, we might foggelt chat he was
over run with the vapours, that the terrors which were
upon his mind diforder’d him, that his head was de-
Jirious and prepollefs’d, and that his fancy only plac’d
Ce{ar {o continually in his eye, that it realiz'd him to
his imagination, and he believ’d he faw him ; with
many other fuggefted difficulties to invalidate the flo.

ry, and render the reality of it doubtful.

But the contrary, to an extreme, was the cafle of
Brutus; his known charafter plac’d him above the
power of all hypechondriacs, or fanciful delufions;
Brotos was of a troe Roman {pirit, a bold hero, of an
intrepid courage; one that fcorn'd to fear even the
devil, as the ftory allows: Befides, he gl ry'd in the
aftion ; there could be no terror of mind upon him ;
he valoed himfelf upon it, as done in the fervice of
liberty, and the caufe of his country; and was {o far
from being frighted at the devil in the worlt fhape,
that he fpoke firk to him, and afked him, What art
thou ? And when he was cited to fee him again at Phi-
lippi, anfwer’d, with a gallantry that knew no fear,

Well, T will fee thee there, Whatever the devil'sbu-
finels was with Brotas, this is certain, according toall
the hiftorians who give us the account of it, that Bru-
tus difcover'd no fear ; he did not, like Saul, at Ea-
dor, fall to the ground in a fwoon, 1 Sam. xxviil. g0,
¢ Then Savl fell all along vpon the earth, and there
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* way no ftrength in him, and was fore afraid.™ In
a word, I fee no room to charge Brutus with being
over-rin with the hypo, or with vapours, or with
fr:gh} and terror of mind ; but he faw the devil, that's
certain, and with eyes open, his courage not at all
daunted, his mind refolute, and with the utmolt com-
p?fure fpoke to him, reply’d to his anfwer, and defy'd
his fummons to death, which indeed he fear'd not, as
appear’d afterward.

I come next to an inftance as eminent in hiftory as

the other; this was in Char. VI. of France, furnamed,
The beloved ; who riding over the forelt near Mans,
_a ghallly frightful fellow (that is to fay, the devil fo
cloathed in human vizor) came up to his horfe, and
taking hold of his bridle, Ropt him, with the addi-
tion of thefe words, ** flop, king; whither go you ?
« You are betray’d I and immediately difappear'd.
It is true, the king had been diltemper'd in his head
before, and fo he might have been deceiv’d 3 and we
might have charg'd it to the account of a whimfical
brain, or the power of his imagination ; bat this was in
the face of his attendants, feveral of his g reat officers,
courtiers, and prinees of the blood, being with him,
who all faw the man, heard the words, and immedi-
ately, to their aflonifhment, loft fight of the fpedire,
who vanith'd from them all.

Two witnelles will conviét a mur derer, why not a
traitor i This muft be the old gentleman, emblemati-
cally fo called, or who muft it be ? nay, who elfe could
it be? His uglinefs is not the cafe, tho' ugly as the
devil, is a proverb, in hie favour: but wvanifhing
out of fight is an effential to a fpirit, and to an evil
fpirit in our times efpecially,

Thefe are fome of the devil's extraordinaries, and
st mult be confefs’d they are not the moft agrecable to
mankind; for fometimes he takes upon him to difor-
der his friends very much on thefe occafions, as in the
above cafe of Char. VI, of France; the king, they fay,
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was really demented ever after; that is, as we vulgar.
Iy, but not always improperly, exprefs it, he was real-
Iy frighted out of his wits, Whether the malicions
devil intended it fo, or not, is not certain, the' it was
not fo fereign to his particular difpofition if he did,

But where he is more intimate, we are told he ap-
pears in a manner lefs difagreeable, and there he is
more properly a familiar {pirit, that is, in fhort, ade- |
vil of their acquaintance : It is true, the antients un-
derftand the word, a familiar fpirit, to be one of the
kinds of pofleffion ; but if it ferves our turn as well
under the denomination of an intimate devil, or a de-
vil vifitant, it muft be acknowleged to be s near in
the literal fenfe and acceptation of the word, as the
other; nay, it mult be allow’d 'tis a very great piece
of familiarity in the devil to make vifits, and fhew none
of his difagreeables, not appear formidable, or in the
thape of what he is, refpectfully with-holding his

difmal part, in compaflion to the iofirmities of his
friends.

It is true, Satan may be obliged 1o make different
appearances, as the feveral circomflances of thiags
call for it; in fome cafes he makes his public entry,
and then he mull fhew himfelf in his habit of cere-
mony ; in other cafes he comes vpon private bufinefs,
and then he appears in dilguift; in fome public cales
he may thiok fit to be incog, and then he appears drefs'd
@ la mafque; fo they fay he appear’d at the fumous
Bt. Bartholomew wedding at Paris, where he came in
dreifs’d up like a trumpeter, danc’d in his habir, found.
ed a levet, and then went out and rung the alarm-bell
(which was the fignal to begin the mafacre) half an
hour before the time appointed, let the king’s mind
fhoold alter, and his heart fail him.

If the ftory be not made upon him (for we fhould
not flander the devil), it thould feem, be was not the-
roughly fatishied in king Charles IX's fteadinefs in his
caufe; for the king, it feems, had relax'd a little once
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before; and Satan might be afraid he would fall off
again, and (o prevent the execution: Others fay, the
king did relent immediately after the ringing the a-
larm bell ; but that then it was too late, the work was
begun, and the rage of blood having been let loofe a-
mong the people, there was no recalling the order. 1£
the devil was thus bronght to the neceflity of a fecret
management, it mult be owned he did it dextroufly 3
but | havenot authority enongh for the kory, to charge
him with the particulars, [o 1 leave it au crec.

1 have much better vouchers for the ftory following,
which 1 had fo folemnly confirm’d by one that livid
in the family, that I never doubted the wruth of it.
There liv'd, in the parifh of 5t. Bennet Fyak, near the
royal exchange, an honelt poor widow woman, who,
her hufband being lately dead, tock lodgers into her
houfe ; that is, fhe lett out fome of her rooms, inof-
der 1o leflen her own charge of rent; among the reft,
fhe lett ber garrets toa working watch- wheel-maker,
or one fome way concern’d in making the movements
of watches, and who work'd to thofe (hop -keepers who
fell watches, as is nfual,

It happened that a man and woman went up, to
fpeak with this movement maker upon fome bufinefs
which related to his trade; and when they were near
the top of the flairs, the garret door where he nin-
ally worked being wide open, they faw the poor man
(the watch maker, or wheel maker) had hang'd him-
&If npon a beam which was left open in the room a
little lower than the plalter, or ceiling ¢ Surpris'd at
the fight, the woman flopt, and cried oot to the man
who was behind her on the faivs, that he fhould run
up, and cut the poor creatore down.

At that very mOment cOmes a man hafltily, from
another part of the room which they spon the Rairs

+eould not: fee, bringing a joint-ftool in his hand, as
if in great hafte, and fets it down juft by the wretch
that was hang'd, and, getting up as haflily spon it,
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pulls a knife oue of his pocket, and, taking hold of the
rope with one of his hands, beckon'd to the womm
and the man behind ber with his head, as if to Rop,
and not come up, fhewing them the kiife in his o
ther hand, as if he was jolt going to cut the poor man
down,

Upon this, the woman ftopt a while, but the man
who ftood on the joint ool continued with his hand
and knife as if fombling 2t the knot, but did not ye
cut the man down ; at which the woman cried out
again, and the man behind her call'd to her, go up,
fays he, and help the man upon the ftool | foppofing
fomething hindred. But the man upon the ftool made
figns to them again to be quiet, and not come on, 2
iffaying, 1 (hall do it immediately ; then he made two
Rrokes with his knife, as if cutting the rofe, and the
flopt againy and flill the-goor man was hanging, and |
confequently, dying : Upon this, the woman on the |
fiairs cried out to him, What ails you ? Why dont
you cut the poor man down? And the man behind
her, baving no more patience, throfis her by, and faid
to her, Let me come, I'll warrant you 1l do it} asd
with that runs up and forward into the room to the
man; but when he came there, behold, the poor man
was there hanging ; but no man with a knife, or joint-
ftool or any fuch thing to be feen; all that was fpec-
tre and delufion, in order, no doubt, to let the poor
ereatore that had hang’d himfell perith and expice,

Theman was fo frighted and furpris’d, that with all
the courage he had before, he dropt on the foor @
one dead; =nd the woman at laft was fain to cut the
poor man down with a pair of friffurs, and bad much
to do to effedt it,

As 1 baveno room to doube the truth of this ftory,
which I had from perfons on whofe honelty I could
depend, fo I think it needs very little trouble to con-
vince s who the man upou the flool muft be, and that

it was the devil who plac'd himfelf there, in order to
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binifh the murder of the man, whom he had, devil.like,
tempted before, and prevail’d with to be his own exe-
cutioner, Befides, it correfponds fo well with the de-
vil's nature, and with his bufinefs; viz. that of a
miurderer ; that [ never queftion’d it ; norcan I think
we wrong the devil at all to charge him with it

N, B. I cannot be pofitive in the remaining part of

this ftory ; wiz. whether the man was cut down
foon enough to be recover’d, or whether the de-
vil carry'd his point, and kept off the man and
woman till it was too late; but be it which it
will, *tis plain he did his devilith endeavonar, and
ftaid till he was forced to ablcond again.

‘We have many folid tales well atteflted, as well in
biftory as in the reports of honell people, who could
not be deceived, intimating the devils perfonal ap-
pearance, fome in one place, fome in another ; as alfo
{ometimes in one habit or drefs, and fometimes in a-
nother : and it is to be obferyed, thatin none of thofe
which are molt like to be real, and in which there is
Iealt of fancy and vapour, you have any mention of
the cloven-foor; which rather feems to be 2 mere in=
vention of men (and perhaps chiefly of thole who had
a cloven underftanding, I mean a fhallow kind of craft,
the effe@t of an empty and fimple head), thinking by
fuch a well meant, tho’ weak frand, to reprefent the
devil to the old women and children of the age, with
fome addition fuitable to the weaknefs of their intel-
ledis, and fuited to making them afraid of him.

1 have another account of a perfon who travell’d up-
wards of four years with the devil in his company,
and convers'd molt intimately with him all the while;
nay, if I may believe the ftory, he knew molt Enrt'nf
the time that he was the devil, and yet convers d with
him, and that very profitably ; for he perform’d ma-

feful fervices for him, and conftantly pre.
ny very ufle - A
fery’d him from the danger of wolves and ??ﬁd beafls,
which the country he travelled thro' was intolerably
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full of. Where, by the way, you are to nnderfian!,
that the wolves and bears in thafe countries knew the
devil, whatever difguife he went in; or that theds
wil has fome way fo fright bears, and fuch creatura
more than we know of.  Nor conld this devil ever be
prevail'd upon to hurt him, or any of his company.
This account has an innomerable feries of diverting
incidents attending it; but they are equal to all the |
relt in bulk, and thereforetoo long for this book.

1 find too upon fome more ordinary oceafions 'd'nt'
devil has appear’d to feveral people at their cyll:|
This indeed fhews abundance of good humonir in him, |
confidering him as a devil, and that he was mighty |
complaifant: WNay, lome, they tell vs, have a power to |
raife the devil whenever they think fiv ; this T cannot
bring the devil to level with, unles 1 fhould allow
Him to be ferons fervorum, as another devil in dil-
guife calls himfelf; fubje&ted to every old wizard's
call; or that be is under & neceflicy of appearing on
fuch or {uch particular occafions, whoever it is that
calls him; which would bring the devil's circum-
flances to a pitch of flavery which I fec no reafon to
believe of them,

Here alfo I mullt take notice again, that tho' 1 fay
the devil, when 1 fpeak of all thefe apparitions, whe-
ther of a greater or lefler kind, yet 1 am not oblig'd
to fuppofe Satan himfelf in perfonisconcern’d to thew
himfelf; but that fome of his agents, deputies, and |
fervants, are {ent to that purpole, and direéted what |
difguile of fAelh and blood to put on, as may be [it-
able to the oceafion.

*This feems to be the anly way tareconcile all thaofe
fimple and ridiculous appearances which not Satarn,
but his emilliries (which we old woman call imps),
fometimes make, and the mean and forry employment

they are putto: Thus fame tellsus of a certain witch
of quslicy, whocall'd the devil once to carry her over
& brook where the water was fwell'd with an halty
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rain, and lafh’d him foundly with a whip for letting
her ladyfhip fall into the water before fhe was quite
over. Thas alfo, as fame tells us, fhe fet the devil
to work, and made him build Crowland A bbey, where
there was no foundation to be found, only for dilturb-
ing the workmen a little who were firlt fet about i,
So it feems another laborious devil was oblig’d to dig
the great ditch crofs the country from the fen coun-
Iry to the edge of Suffolk and Effer; which however
he has preferv'd the reputation of, and where it crof.
fes New-Market heath, *tis call’d devil’s ditch to this

day,

Another piece of punifhment no doubt it was, when
the devil was obliged to bring the Rones out of Wales
into Wiltfhire, to build Stone-henge : How this was or.
dered in thofe days, when it feems they kept Satan
to hard labour, I know not ; I believe it mult be rs.
gifired among the antient pieces of art which are loft
in the world, fuch as melting of flone, painting of
glafs, &e.  Certainly they had the devil under cor-
reftion in thofe days ; thatis to {ay, thofe lefer forts
of devils; but I cannot think that the muckle thief
devil, as they call him in the north, the grand fignor
devil of all, was ever reduced to difcipline. What
devil it was that Dunilon took by the nofe with his
red hot tongs, I have not yet examin'd antiquity e-
nough to be certain of, any more than I can what de-
vil it was that §t. Francis play'd fo many warm tricks
with, and made him ron away from him fo often :
However, this I tike upon me to fay, in the devil’s
behalf, that it conld not be onr Satan, the arch de-
vil of all devils, of whom [ have been talking fo long.

Wor'isit nnworthy the occafion to take notice, that
we really wrong thedevil, and {peak of him very much
to his difsdvantage, when we fay of fuch a great
lord, or of fuch a lady of quality, I think the devil
is in your grace: Mo, no, Satan has other bufinefs;
he very rarely poffelles F——Is: Befides, fome are
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{o far from having the devil in them, that theyare
really tranfmigrated into the very effznce of the devil
themielves 3 and others again not tranimigrated, o
afimilated, butin deed, and in truth, thew us that they
are or have mere native devils in every part and parcel
of them ; and that the reftis only mafgueand difguife;
Thus, if rage, envy, pride, and revenge, can conlti-
" tute the parts of 2 devil, why fhould not a lady of fuch
quality, in whom all thofe extraordinaries abound,
have a right to the title of being a devil, really and

fubfantially, and to all intents and purpofes, in the l

molt perfe& and ablolute fenfe, according to the molt
exquifite defcriptions of devils already given by me, o
any-body elfe ? And even jult as Joan of Arc, or Jen

queen of Naples, were; who were both fent home to |
their native country, as foon as it was difcovered that |

they were real devils; and that Satan nckmwicg_:ﬂ
them in that quality.
Nor does my lady D—————{'s wearing fometimes
2 cale of humanity about her, call’d fleth and blood,
at all alter the cafe; for {o *tis evident, according to
our prefent hypothefis, Satan has been always allow'd
to do upon urgent occafions ; ay, and to make his per-
fonal appearance as foch among even the fons and
daughters of Gop too, as well as among the children
of men ; and therefore, her grace may have appearesd
in the (hape of a fine lady, as long as (he has been {up-

fed todo, withoot any impeachment of her jult claim
to the title of devil; which, being her true and na-
oral original, (he ought not, and indeed (hall not by
me, be denied her fhapes of honour, whenever fhe
pleafes 1o declare for a re aflamption,

And farther, to give every truth its due illuflration,
this need not be thought o Grange ; and is far from
being oojult ; her grace (as fhe it may be, isnow
ftiled) has not afted, at leaft that | ever heard of, i
unworthy her great and illultrions original, that we
fhould think (e haslof any thing by walking abous
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the world {o many years in apparition : But, to give
her the true homage of her quality, fhe has adted as
confonant to the effence and nature of devil, which
fhe has fuch a claim to, as was confiltent with the need-
ful referwe of her prefent difguife,

Nor fhall we lead the reader into any miftake con-
cerning this part of our work, as if this was or is meant
to be a particular fatire wpon the D——6 of .
and upon her only ; as if we had no devilsamony us
in the phenomena of fair ladics, but this one: 1f Sa-
tan would be fo honeit to us as he might be {and "twonld
be very ingenoous in him, that mult be acknowleg'd,
to give us a little of his illumination in chis cafe), we
fhould foon be able to unmalk a great many notable
figures among us, to our real furprize,

Indeed ’tis a point worth our {urther inquiry, and
wounld be a difcovery many ways to oar aJdvantage,
were we blefs®d with it, to fee how many real devils
we have walking up and down the world in malgue §
and how many hoop-petticoats complete the intirs
mafque that difguifes the devil in the fhape of that
thing call'd woman,

As for the men, natore has {atighed herfelf in let-
ting them be their own difguile, and in foffering them
to aét the old woman, as old women are valgarly un.
derltood, in matters of council and polities ; but, if
at any time they have occalion for the devil in perion,
they are obliged to call him to their aid in fuch thape
as he pleafes to make ufe of pre fae vice; and of all
thole fhapes, the molt agreeable to him {eems to be
that of a female of quality, n which he has infinite
opportunity to aét to perfection, what part foever he
is call’d in for.

How happy are thofe p-ople, whe, they fay, have
the particular quality, or acquir'd habit, esU'd the fe~
cond fight ! One fort of whom, they tell us, are able
to diftinguifh the devil, in whatever cafe or outlide of
fie{k and blood he is pleas’d to put on, and confequent-

M
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Iy conld know the devil, whereever they met him?
Were [ bleft wich this excellent and ulefnl accomplifh-
ment, how pleafent wounld it be, and how would it
particulurly gratify my fpleen, snd all thar which I,
in common with my fellow creatures, carry abou
me, call'd ill nature, to @and in the Mall, or at the
entrance to any afour afemblics of beanties, and paint
them out a8 they-pals by, with this particular mark !
That's a devil; that fine young rtoaft s = devil;
there's adewil dreft io @ new habit for the ball ; there's
-t devil in a coach and fie: ewm mliss. ~ In thort, &t
would make a merry world among ns, if we could but
enter vpon fome proper method of fuch diferiminati-
ensy but, lawed, ‘What an hurricane would it raifs,
if, like + who they fay frourg'd the devil foof-
ten, that he darft not come near him in any (hape
whatever, we could find fome new method oot to make
thedevil onmathk ; like the angel Uriel, who, Mr. Mil.
ton fays, had an inchanted (pear, with which if he
did bot touch the devil, in whateverdifguife he had
pot on, it oblig’d him immediately to ftart up, and
fhew himfelf in his true original thape, mere devil as
hie wasd
This would do nicely : Andas I, who am original-
Iy a projeéor, have fpent fome time vpon this fludy,
snd doubtnot in alittle time tofinith my engine, which
1 am conteiving, to ferew the devil out of every-bodr,
or any body ; I quellion not when [ have brought it
to petfefion, but [ fhall make molt exccllent difcove-
riesby it; and befides the many extraordinary advanta.
gesof itto human fociety, I doubt pot butic will make
good fpart in the world teo: Whercfore, when I pub-
lilh my propofals, and divide it into fhares, as other
lefs uielol projeéts bave been done, I queftion not, for
all the fevere Aftlately pals’d againft bubbles, but! |
fhall get fubleribers enough, &e.
In a word, a {ecret power of difcovering what de-

wils we have among us, and whers, and what bofiaefs
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they are doing, wonld be a valt advantage to us all;
that we might know, smong the eroud of devils that
walk about Rreets, who are apparitions, and whoare
not,

Now I, you muft know, at certain intervals when
the old gentleman’s illominations are upon me, and
when I have fomething of an eclaircifement with him,
have fome degrees of this diferiminating fecond fight;
and therefore, "ts no firange thing for me to well 2
great many of my acquaintance, that they are really
devils, when they themfelves know nothing of the
matter : Sometimes indeed Tfind it pretey hard to con-
vince them of it, or, at leail, they are unwilling toown
it ; but it is not the lefs fo for that.

I had aleng difcourfe, upon this fobjedt, on= day,
with 2 young beantiful lady of myscquaintaoce, whom
the world very much admir'd ; and as the world jud-
ges no farther than they can fee (and how fhonld they,
you would fay 7} they took her to be, as fhe really was,
a moft charming creature,

To me, indeed, fhe difcover’d herfelf many ways;
belides the advantage 1 had of my extraordinary pe-
netration by the magic powers which I am velted with:
Tome, I fuay, fhe appeared a fury, a facyr, a fery lic-
tle fiend, as could poffibly be drefs’d up 'in flefh; in
fhort, fhe appeir’d to me what fhe really wis, a very
devil ¢+ It is nararal to homan ereatores, to defirs to
difcover any extracrdinary powers they are poflefid
of fuperior to others; and this itch prevailing on me
among the reft, 1 was impatient to let this lady know,
that I underfiond her compofition perfed'y well ;' pay,
as well as the did herfelf,

In order to this, happening to be in the family once
for fome days; and having the honour to be very in-
timate with her, and her hoshand too 5 I tock an op.
portanity on an extraordinary occafion, when fhe was
in the height of good humour, to talk with her: You
mult note, that, aslfuid; the lady was in an extra-

Mz
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ordinary good homour ; and there had beena great
deeal of mirth in the family for fome days: But on:
evening, Sir E her hulband, uper fome very
flarp turn fhe gave toanother gentleman, which made
all the company pleafant, run to her, and, with a paf-
fion of good-humour, takes her in his arms ; and turn.
ing to me, fays he, Jack, this wife of mine is foll of
wit and good- humour; but, when fhe has a-mind to
‘be fart, e is the keenelt little devil in the world;
This was alluding to the quick turn fhe had given
the other gentleman,

Is that the beft language you can give your wife !
fays my lady. O madam, Gid I, fuch devils as you
are all angels. Ay, ay, (aid my lady, I know that;
he has only let a wruth fly out that he does not un.
derfland, Look ye there now, fuys Sir Edward 3 conld
any thing, but fuch a dear devil as this, have faid a
thing fo pointed ! Well, well, adds he, devil to ala-
dy in & man's.arms, is @ word of divers interpretati.
ons. Thus they rallied for a good while, he holding
her fuft all the while in his arms, and frequently kil-
fing her; and, at Jaft, it went off allin funfline and
mirth.

But the next day (for I had the honour to lodge in
the lady's father’s houfe where it all bappea'd; 1 fay,
the next day) my lady begins with me upon the fub-
je&t, and that very fimartly ; fo that at firft I did not
know whether (he was.in jelk or carneft: Ay, ay, fays
fhe, you men make nothing of your wives after you
havethem; alluding to the difcourfe with Sir Edward
the night before.

Wihy, Madam, faid I, we men, as you are pleafed
to term it, if we meet with good wives, worihip chem,
and make idols of them ; what would you have more
of us?

No, no, fays fhe; before you have them, they are
angels; bot, when you have been in heaven, adds (he,
and (miled, then they are devils,
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Why, madam, fays I? Devils are angels, you know,
and were the highelt fort of angels once.

Yes, fays (he, very fmartly, all devils are angels;
butall angels are not devils,

Buy, madam, faid 1, yvou (hoold never eake it ill to
be calld devil, you know,
m:tk;wlwl fays fhe, haflily; what d'ye mean by

Why, madam, faid I, and look’d very gravely and
fericus, [ thought you had known that 1 knew it, or
elie [ would not have faid fo; for I woold not offend
you: But you may depend I fhall never difcover i,
u lefs you order me to do fo for your particular fer-
vice.

Upon this, fhe looked hard and wild, and bid me
explain mylelf.

I:old her, I was ready toexplain myfelf, if fhe would
give me her word fhe would not refent it, and would
tale nothing i1, E

she gave me her word folemnly fhe would not;
tho', like & true devil, the broke her promife with me
all at once.

Well, however, being unconcern’d whether fhe kept
her word or no, 1 begaa, by telling her, that I had
not bong finceobtain’d the fecond fight, and had fome
years ludied magic ; by which I could penctrate in-
to many things, which, to ordinary perception, were
invifible; and bad fome glafles, by the help of which
I could fee into all vifionary or imaginary appearans
ces, in a different manser than ether people did,

Very well, fays the, fuppaofe you can ; what's that
to me f

I told her it was nothing to her, any further than
that as fhe knew herfelf to be originally not the fame

. creatore fhe feem’d to be, bot was of a fublime ange-
lic original, fo, by the help of my recited art, Lknew
it too; and fo far it mighe relate to her,

M3
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Very fine ! fays fhe; fo you would makea devil of
me indeed !

1 took that seeafion to tell her, 1 woold make no-
thing of her but what fhe was ; that, I fuppos'd, fhe
knew well enongh God almighty never thought firto
make any buman.creature {o purfed, |and completely
beautiful, as fhe was, but that fuch were alfo refeev-
ed for figures to be affumed by angels of one kind or
other.

She rallied me npon that, and told me, that wounld
not bring me off; for I had pot determined her for a-
ny thing angelic, but 2 mere devil ; and how could
1 atter her with being handfome, and a devil, both
st the fime time ?

I told her, as Satan, whom we abufively called de-
vil, wis an immortal feraph, and of an original ange-
lic nature; fo, abitradted from any thing wicked, he
was a moft glerious being ; that when he thought fit
10 encafe himfe'f with flefh, and walk sbout in dif-
pruife, it was in his power, equally with the other an-
gely, to make the form he took vpon himfelf, be, asz
he thought fit, bzautiful or deformed,

Here fhe difputed the poflivility of that; and, af-
ter charging me faintly with flattering her facs, told
me the devil could not be reprefented by any thing
handfoms ; alledging our conftant piduring the devil
in all the frightful appearances imaginable.

1 told her we wrong'd him very much in that; and
guoted 5t. Francis, to whom the devil frequently ap-
peared in the form of the molt incomparably beautiful
paked woman to allure him; and what means lie uled
to turn the appearancs into a devil again ; and how
he= tEtﬂ:d it.

ghe put by the difconrfe, and returned to that of
angels; and infited, that angels did not always

alfume beautiful appearances i that fometimes they ap-
pear'd in wereible thapes; but that, when they did not,
it was at belt only amiable faces, oot exquifice; and
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that therefore it would not hold, that to be hand{ome,
fhould always render them fufpefled. .

I told her the devil had more occalion to form bean-
ties than other angels had, his bufinefs being princi-
pally to deceive and enfnare mankind, And theal
give her fome examples upon the whole,

1 found, by her difcourfe, fhe was willing enough
to pafs for an angel; but 'twas the hardeft thing in
the world to eanvines her that (he was a devil ; and
fbe would nat come into that by any means: Shear-
gued, that 1 knew her father; and thac her mather
was 4 very good woman, and wis deliverzd of her in
theordinary way; and that there were fuch and fuch
ladies who were prefent in the room when ke was
born; and that had often told her o,

I told her that was pothing in foch a cafe as hers;
that when the old gentleman had oceafion to trani:
forn himicif into & fine lady, he could eafily difpofe
of a child, and place himfelf in the cradle inflead of
it, when the nurfe or mother were afleep; may, oF
when they were broad awake either 3 it was the faime
thing to bim ; and I quoted Luther to her upon that
cecsfion, who affi-ms that ic had beenfo. Haowever,
1fid, to convince her that I knew it (for T would oot
have it chat fhe knew it already), if the pleas'd, I would
go to my chamber, and feteh her my magic Jooking-
ghis, where (he (hould {ze her gwn pifture; noton-
Iy as it was an angelic pifiure for the world to ad-
mire, but a devil all> frightful edough to any Ledy
bt her(elf. and me that underftood it.

No, no, {aid (e, 111 look in none of your confaring
glilss; | know myielf well enough, and I defice to
look no otherwile than am,

Mo, madam, fuid L, 1 know that very well; nor do
yor need any better fhaps thig that you appear ins
tis molt exquifitely fine ; all the world knows youare

| acomplete beauty ; and thatisa clear cvidence what
M-y :
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you would be, if your prefent appearing form was re-
duced to its proper perionality.

Appearing form ! fays (he; why, what, would you
make an apparition of me ?

An apparition, madam! faid I; yes, to be fore!
“Why, you know yeou are mothing elle but an-appari-
tien; and what elfe would you be, when it is fo infi-
nitely to your advantage ?

With that, fhe torn'd pale and angry ; and then
rofe up haflily, and look'd into the glals {a large pier-
glafs being in the room) where fhe flood ; furveying
herfelf from head to foot, with vanity not a little.

1 tock that time to {lip away, and, running up into
my appartment, 1 ferch’d my magic glafs, as [
call'd it ; in which 1 had an hollow cale fo framed
behind a looking glafs, that, in the firlt {he would
fee her own face only ; in the fecond |he would
fee the devil's face ugly and frightful emough,
but drefs’d wp with a lady’s head cloaths in a
eircle, the devil's faee in the center, and, asit
were, at a little diftance behind,

1 came down again fo foon, that {he did not think
the time long, efpecially having fpent it in furveying
her fair felf. When I returnd, 1 faid, come, madam,
do not trouble yourfelf to look there; that is nota
glafs capable of [hewing you any thing; come, take
this glafs,

1t will fhew me as much of mylelf, fays fhe, a lit-
tle fcornfully, as [ defire to fee; fo fhe continued look-
ing inthe pier glafs : After fome dmemore {lor, feeing
her a little oot of humoaor, 1 waited to lee what obier-
vations fhe would make) I alk d her, if (he had view'd
thecfelf to her faristaétion ¢ She faid, fbe had ; and fhe
had jeen nothing of devil uboot her : Come, madam,
faid I, look here ; and with that 1 opened the look-
ing glafs, and fhe look”d in it; but faw norhing but
her own facg: Well, tays fhe, the glaffes agree well
enough; 1 fee no difference : What can you make of
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ft # With chat I tookic o litcl: away :Don®L you ? faid
1 i thea I thon'd be miu.Lkg"n very muach: Sol lm'hlnd
in it myfelf ; and, giving it a torn imperceptibie to
her, 1 thew'd it ber again ; where (h: faw the devil
inde:d, drefi*d up iike a fine lady, bot ugly, and de-
vil-like as could be defir'd for a devil ‘0 be.

She ltarted, and cry'd out molt horrinly 5 and told
me, The thought, T was more of a devil than the ; for
that the knew nothing of all thofe tricks, and 1 did ic
to fright her ; fhe believ'd 1 had rais'd the devil.

I told her, it was nothing but her own natural pic-
ture; and chat the knew weli enough 3 and thac I did
not (hew it her to inform her of it, but to ler her  now
that [ knew it tor g that fo fhe might make no pre-
tences of being off nded when 1 talk d familiarly to
her of a thing of this natare,

Very well; fo, fays fhe, [ am a real frightful devil,
am I? '

0, madam, faid I, don't fay, am I? Why you know
what you are, don't yon? A devil ay, certainly; as
fure as the reft of the world believes you a lady.

I had a great deal of farther difcourfe with her u-
pon thit fubjed, tho' fhe woold famn have beat me off
it; and two or three times fhe por the talk cff, and
brought fomething elie onj butl always found means
to revive it, and to attack her on the reality of her be-
ing a devil; cill at laft I made her dowaright angey ;
and then fhe (hew’d it.

Ficlt fhe cried; told me I came to affront her; that
1 wonld not talk fo if fir Edl——was by ; an! that ths
onght not to be ufed fo. I endeavour’d to pacify her,
and told her I had not treated her withany indecency;
and I would not ; becaufe while fhe thought fir to walk
abroad incog. it was none of my bufinels to difcover
her: that if fhe thought fit to teil fir Ed—— any
thing of the difcourfe, fhe was very welcome; or to
conceal it (which 1 thought the wileft conrfe); fhe
fhould do julkt as fhe pleas’d; butl made no gueftion

Ms
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1 fhould convines fir Ed—— her hufband,that what I
faid was juil ; and thut fhe was really lo; whether it
was for her fervice or no for him to keow it, was for
her to confider.

T his cal d her a little 3 and fhe look’d hard at me
a m nute without fpeaking 3 word, when, on 2 fadden
fhe brote out thus: And you will undertake, fays fhe,
10 convince fir Ed—— that he has married a devl,
will ye? A fins flory indeed | and what follows ? why
then it muft follow, that the child I go with (for fhe

was big with child) will be a devil too, will it? A
fine flory for fir EdA——indeed ! isn't it ?

I don't know thar, madam, faid1; that's as you
arder it; by the father’s fide, faid I, I know it will
not; but what it may by the mother’s fide, that'sa
doubt T ean't rejulve till the devil and I talk farther
about ic.

You and the devil talk together ! fays fhe, and looks
rocfully atme ; Why do you talk with the devil then ?

Ay, madam, fuid I, as {ure s ever you did yourfelf;
hefides, faid I, can you quellion that! Pray whom am
1 talkicg to now !

1 think you are mad, fays (he ; why you will make
devils of all the family, it may be; and particolarly
T mult be with child of a devil, that’s certain,

Mo, madam, faid I, *Os pot certain, as 1 faid be-

forey 1 quefhon i,

Why, you fay | am the devil ; the child, you know,
has always mof of the mother in it; then that maft
be a devil too, I think; what eliecanitbe? fays fhe,

1 can't tell thar, madam, faid I; that'sas you agree
among yourfelves ; this kind does not go by generati-
on 3 that's a difpute foreign to the prefent purpole.

Then | enter d into a dilcourfe with her of the ends
and purpafes for which the devil takes up fuch beauti-
ful forms as hers, and why it always gave me a fu-
{picion when I faw a lady handfomer than ordinary,
and fet we vpon the fearch to be fatishied whether fhe
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wasreally 3 woman, or an apparition 2 a lady, or a
devil? allowing ull along, that her being a devil was
quite out of the guellion,

Upoa that very foot, {he took me up again roundly -
And fo, fays fhe, yoware very civil to me, through all
your difcourie ; for I fce it ends all in that, and you
tike it as a thing contefs’d, thatTam a devil | A very
pretey piece of good ufage inceed ! fays {he s Ithank
you for it,

Nay, madam, faid I, do nottake ivill of me; for 1
anly difeover to you that Lknew it ; 1 do not tell it you
a5 u {cerer, for you are fatisficd of that another way.

Satisfied of what # fays fhe, thit Tam adevil? 1
think the devil’s in yoat And fo'began to be hot,

A devil | yes, madam, faid T, withoot doubrt, a mere
devil ; take it as you pleafe, 1 can’t help that: Aad
fo 1 began to take it il that fhe fhould be difgulled at’
gpening fuch a well-known truth to her.

Viith that flse difcover'd'ivall at ance, for fhe tarn'd
fury, in the very letier of it flew out ina paflion,
sail'd at me, curft me moft heartily, and immediately
dilappear’d; which you know is the particular mark
of a fpirit, or apparition.

We had a great deal of difzourfe befides this, relac-
ing to feveral other young ladies of her acquaintanoe,
fome of ‘'which, Traid, were mere apparitions, likeher-
felf; und told her whith were {0, and which not; and
(li* redfon why they were fo, and for what ufes and
purpoles; fdme to delnde the world one way, and (oms
anothers And fhe wasprétty well pleafed to hear that; :
bt the conldnot bear to hear her own true charader,
whith, hawever, _§5=éuﬁning at {he was, made her a8
the Jevil at 1aft, 45 you Bave hieard ; and thea vagihad
oit of my fight, Y+

I Huve feen her in miniature, Jeveral times fice;
but fhe proves herfelf fil] to be the devil of a lady;
for fhe bears malice, and will never forgive e, that
1 would not 1ot her be an angel 7 bu, likea very d<,
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vil as (he is, fhe endeavours to kill me at a diftanes;
and indeed the poifon of her eyes (bafilisk like ) is ve-
ry frong, and fhe has a frange influence upon me;
but 1, that know her to be & devil, lirive very hard
with myfelf to drive the memory of her out of my
thouhts.

I have had two or three engagements fince this, with
other apparitions of the {ame fex, and 1 fnd they are
all alike ; they are willing enough to be thovght an-
gels, but the word devil does not go down at all with
them: but’tis all one; whenever we lee an wpparition,
it is fo matoral to fay, we have {een the devil, that
there's no prevailing with mankind to talk any other
Yanguage. A gentleman of my acquaintance, che o-
ther day, that had courted a lady & long time, had
the misfortune to come a little (uddenly upon her,
when {he did oot expeét him, and found her in fuch a
rage at fome of her fervants, that it quite difordered
her, efpecialiy a footman ; the fellow had done fome-
thing that was indeed provoking, but not fofficient to
put her into fuch a paflion, and fo out of herfe!f ; nor
was fhe able 1o reftrain herfelf when the faw her lover
come in, but damned the fellow, and raged like 3 fu-
ry at him,

My friend did his beft to compolt her, and begged
the fellow’s pardon of her, but it woold not do; nay,
the poor fellow made all the fobmiffions that could be
expeéled, but "twas the fame thing : and fo the gen.
teman, not caring 1o engage himfelf farther than be.
came him, withdrew, and eame no mere at her for
three days, inall which rime the was hardly cool.

The nest day my friend came to me. and talking
of it in confidence to me, 1 am afrsid, fays ke, I am
going to marry & fhe devil ; and fo told me the ftory.
¥ took no notics to him, but finding oot bis miftrefs,
and taking proper meafures, with {ome of my parti-
culer fkill, 1 foon found ont that it was really fo, that
fhe was a mere apparition; and bad it not been for

-
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that aceidental diforder of her paffions, which Jifco.
vered her infide, fhe might indeed have cheated any
min, for fhe was a lovely devil as =ver was feen; fha
talked like an angel, fung like a Siren, did every thing,
and faid every thing, that was taking and charnings -
but what then ? it was all apparition, for [he wasa
mere devil, It is troe, my triend marcied her and
the' the was a devil, withoot doubt, yet either"The be-
haved fo we:l, or he was o good, | never could hear
him fud faole with her, '

Thele are pardicular inftances; bot alas! I could
ren you a length beyond all thofe examples, an: give
¥ou {fuch a Lk of devils among the gay things of the
town, that would fright you to think of; and you
would prefently conclude, with me, that ak the per-
fe&t beauties are devils, mere apparitions; buot time and
paper fails ; fo we mult only leave the men the cauoti-
on, let them wventure at their peril. -1 return to the
fubjedt.

We have a great many charming apparitions, of
likz kind, go daily about the world, in complete
mafquerade ; and, tho' we mull.not fay fo, they are
in themfelves mere devils, wicked dangerons murders
ing dewils, that kill various ways, fome, bafilifk like,
with their eyes; fome, firen like, with their tongues ;
dl nurderers, even from the beginning : it ks croe,
tis pity thele pretty apparitions Thould be devils, and
be fo mifchievons as they are  but fince it is fo, I can
do no lefs than to adwertife you of it, that you may
{hun the devil in whatever fhape yon meet with him.

Again, there are fome half devils, they fay, hike the
Sagittarii, half man, halfhorfe, or rather like the fa-
tyr, who, they fay, is half devil, half man; or, like
my lord bifhiop, wha, they fay, was half headed ; whe-
ther they mean half witted, or no, [ do not find au-
thors agree about it: but if they had voted him fuch,
it had been as kind a thing as any they conld fay of
him, becaule it would bave cleared him from the fean-
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dal of beiog a devil, or halfa devil, for we don't find
the devil makes any alliance’ with f—1s.

T hen, as to merey devils, there’s my mafter G—,
he may indeed have the devil in him, but it moit be
faid, to the credit of poflefion in general, that Satan
would have feorned to have entered intoa foul fonar-
row that therewas not room to hold him, or to take
up witlt fo difcording a ereature, fo abjedt, fo feoun-
drel. as never made a figure among mankind greater
than that of a thief, 2 murauder, moulded up into
quality, and a rapparee, dreffed up a-la-mafjus; with
a robe, and a coronet, ¢

gome little dog kennel devil may indeed take up his
quarters in or near him, and fo ren into and out of
Tiim, as his drom beats a eall ; but to him that was
born @ devil, Satan, that never ads to no purpofs,
could ot think him worth being pofleffed by any thing
better than a devil of a dirty quality ; that is to fay,

a fpirit too mean to wear the name of a devil, without
fome badge, or addition ‘of infamy and meanuefs, to
diftinguifh it by,

f hus what devil of gnality would be confinedto a
P——n, who inheriting all the pride and infolenceof
his anceftors, withour one of their good qualities, the
bully, the Billinfgate, andall the hereditary ill language

of bis family, without an ounece of their conrage;
that has been refcued Gve or fix times from the Tean-
dal of a coward, by the travery, and at the hazard,
of friends, and never failed to be unprateful; that if
ever he commitied a morder, did itin cold bldod, be-
canfe nobady could prove be cver had any hot i wha,
Pﬁﬁﬂ-ﬁd with a poltreon devil, was: always wickeder
in the dark, than he durfl be by day light; 2nd who,
alter innumerable paflive fofferings, has been turoed
cut of haman fociety, beeanle he could not 'be kick-
ed or cuffed cither into good manners, or good ho.
monr, , -

Ta fay this was a devil, an apparition, or even ap
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half devil, would be unkind to Satan himfelf. fince
tho' bt (the devil) has fo many millions of interior
devils under his command, aut one could be found bafs
enough to match him, nor one devil found buar whae
would think himielf difhonoured to be employed about
him.

Some merry good for nothing devils we have indead,
which we migne, it we had room, fpeak of at large,
and divert you tod with the relation 3 fuch as my la-
dy Hatc's devil, in Eflex, who, upun laying a joiner's
mallet in the window of a certain chamber, would
come very ordzrly, and knock withit, all n ghe, upon
the window, or againlt the wainicot, and difturh the
neighbourhood, and then go awiy in the moraing, as
well fatisfied as may be; whereas, if the mall=t wag
not left, he would think himiell affronted, and be as
unfufferable and terrifying as pofiible, breaking the
windows, (plitting the wainfcot, committing all the
diforders, and doing all the damage, that he was able
to the houfs, and te the goodsinit. And, again, fach
a3 the drumming devil in the well, at Oundle, in
Northamptonthire, and fuch fike.

A great many antick devils have been feen alfo,
who feemed to have little or nothing to do, but coly
to affure us, that they can appear, if they pleafe, and
that there is a realicy in the thing called apparition.

As ro fhadows of devils, and imaginary appearances,
fuch as appear, and yet are iovifible at the fame time,
1 had thouzht to have belowed a chapter upon them
by themfelves; but it may be as much to the purpofe
to let them alone, as to meddle with them. *Tisfaid
cur old friend Luther uled to be exceedingly troubled
with fuch invifibic apparitions: snd he tells ug much
of them, in what they call nis tasle talk; but with
mafler Luther’s leave, tho’ the devil pail:s for a very
great lyar, I could fwallow many things of his own
proper makinyg, as foon as fome of thofe I find ina
book that goes by his oame; paticularly the lory of
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the devil 1n a valker, the chilu fiyng oot of the e
dle, and the like,

1o a word, the wilking devils that we have general.
ly among us, are of the female fex; whether it be that
the devil finds lefs difficolty to manage them, or that
he lives quieter with them, or that they are fitter for
his | ufines than the men, 1 (hall oot now enter into
a'difpute ahout that, Perhaps he goes better difwil-
ed in the fair fex than otherwife, Antigoity gives s
many hiftories of fhe devils, fuch as we can very fel-
dom match for wickednefs among the men; fuch now,
as o the text, Lot’s daughters, Joleph's mifirels, Sam-
fon s Dalilah, Herod’s Herodias ; thefe were certain-
by devils, or played the devil fafficiently in their turn;
ane male apparition indeed the feripture furnilhes
you with, and that is Jodas ; for his maiter fays ex-

prefly of hin, one of you is a devil; not, has the de-
wil, or is poffeffed of the devil ; but really is a devil,
or is a real devil,

How happy is it, that this great fecret comesthus to
be difcovered to mankind?  Certainly the world has
gone on in i norance a long time, and at a Qrange
rate, that we [hould have {0 many devils continually
walking about among us, in human (hape, and we
know it not.

Philofophers tell us, that there is a world of fpirits;
and many learned pieces of gnefs work they make at
it, reprefenting the world to be fo near wus, that the
air, as they deferibe it, muf be full-of dragons, and
devils, enongh to fright our imaginations with the ve-
ry thoughts of them; and, if they iy true, "tis our
great felicity that we cannot [ee any farther into it
than we do, which, if we could, would appear as
frightful as hell itfelf; bot none of thofe fages ever
told uz, till now, that half the people who converfe
with us are apparitions, efpecially of the women; and
among them, efpecially this valuable part, the wo-
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men of igare, the fair, the beautiful, or patched a0d
painted,.

Thif unofoal phenomenon has been: feen but 2 lit-
tle Whll?.. and but a little way, and the general part
?f mankind cannot come into the fame notions about
i, nay, perhaps they will all think it firange; but
be it as firange as it will, the nature of the thing
confirms it, this lower {phere is full of devils; and
fome of both fexes have given frange teRimonies of
the reality of their pre exiftent devilifm, for many
ages palt, tho' 1 think it never came to that height as
it has new.

It is true, in former times, Satan dealt much inold
women, and thole, as I have oblerved already, very
ugly, ugly as a witch, black as a witch, I look like a/
witch, all proverbial fpeeches, and which tefiified what
tools it was Satan generally worked with; and thefo
old fpedtres, they tell us, ufed-to ride thro' the air in
the night, and upon broomitickstoo, all mighty home-
ly doings! Some fay they vfed to go to wifit their
grand fignor the devil, in thofe noflurnal perambulati-
ons: but be thar as it will, "tis certain the d=vil has
chang'd hands, and that now he walks about the weorld
cloathed in beauty, covered with the charms of the
lovely, and he fails not to difguife himfelf effeftually
by it; for who would think a beautiful lady could be
a mafque to the devil? and that a fine face, a divine
flape, and beavenly afped, (hould bring the devil in
her eompany, nay, (hould be herfelf an apparition, a
mere devil ¥ i

The nquiry is indeed worth oor while, and there-
fore 1 hope all thr enanfoured beaux and boys, all the
besuty hunters and fortune hunters, will take he-d ;
for 1 fuppole if they get the devil, they will noteom-
plainfor want of a fortune ; and there's dmg?r_anmgh,
I affure you. for the world is full of apparitions, nes
rofa ffne fpimis; ot a beauty withoot a devil, the old
women fpeétres, and the young women apparitions g
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the ugly onies witches, and the handfoms ones devils ;
Lord-ha’ mercy, and a 4- may be fect on the man's

door that goes a courting.. '

G H A P . VAL

OF the cloven foor nvalling absur the avorld avithour
the devil ; wiz. of mwitcher making bargains for the
devil; and particularly of felling the foul to Lhe de-
vil,

HAVE dwelt long npon the devil in mafgne, as

he goes about the weorld inceg. and eipecially
without his cloven foot ; and have tonched vpon fome
of his difguifes in the management of his interelt in
the worlds I muft fay fome of his difgoifes only; for
who can give a full acconnt of all his tricks and arts
in fonarrow a compafs as | am preferibed to?

Buit, as I faid, that every devil hasnot a cloven foot,
fo I mult add now for the prefent purpofe, that every
eloven foot s not the devil.

Mot but that wherever 1 {hould meet thecloven hoof,
I fhould expedt that the devil wus.nodfar off, and
fhould be apt to raife the pofle apsinlt him, to appres
bend him ; yetit may happen otherwile, that's certuing
every coin has its counterfeit, every are its pretender,
every whoore her admirer, every efror.its. patron, and
every day has its devil,

I have had fome thought of making.a full aod com-
plete difcavery hiere ot thut great doubt which has fo

long puzzled the world ; samely, whether there is a-
ny fuch thingas feeret making bargains with the de-
wil 1 and the bt pofitive affurance [ can give you in
tlie cale, is, that if there is not, 'tis not his fanlt ; ‘us
not tor want of bis endewvour, "tis plin, if you will
pardon wee for tiking fo mean a flep, as that of quo-
ting feriptore § 1 fay, "tis evident he would fain have
mades a contraét with onr Savigur, and be bid boldly
{give Lim his due) ; namely, all thekingdoms of the

[

o
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wm‘ifl for one bend of his knse: Impudent feraph !’
to think thy Lord fhould pay thee homage! How
many would agree with him here for a lefs price!
They [iy, Oliver Cromwell ftruck a bargain with him,
and that he gave Oliver the proteftorfhip, but would
not let him call himfelf king; which fuck fo clole
to that foriolo, that the mortification fpread into his
foul ; and, ‘tis faid he dicd of & gangrene in the{pleen.
But take motice, and do Oliver jultice; 1 do not
!'?1:{11:11 the fiory, neither does the bithop fay one wWord
of it

Fame ufed to fay, that the old famous duke of Luz-
emburg made a magic compalt of this kind ; nay, I
have heard many an {old woman) officer of the troops,
who never cared to fee his face, declare, that he car-
ried the devil at his back. I remember a certain au-
thor of a news paper, in London, was once taken up,
and they fay, it coft him gel. for printing, in hisnews,
that Luxemburg was hump back’d, Now, if I have
refolvel the difficulty, namely, that he was not
bump'd, only carried the devil at his back; I think
the poor man fhould have his gol. again, or I fheuld
have it for the difcovery,

1 confefs, 1 do not well underftand this compadling
withluch a fellow as can neither write nor read ; nor
do I know who is the fcrivensr between them, or how
tha indlénture can be cxecuted; but that which is
worfe than all the relt is, that, in the firft place, the
devil bever keeps articles; he will contrad,  perhaps,
and they fay heis mighty forward to make conditions
bot who {hall bind him to the performance, and whers
is the penalty if he fails? If we agree with him, he
will be apt enough to claim his bargain, and demand
parment; nay, perhaps, befora it is.due; but who
fhall mike him ftand to his?

Pelides, he is a knave in his dealings; for he really
promifés what he cannot perform ; witnels his impti=,
dznt propofal to our Locd, mentioned above, all thole
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kingdoms will I give thee | Lying fpirit! why they
were none of thine to give, no not one of them; for
the earth is the Lord’s, and the kingdoms thereof ;
por were they in his power any more than in hisright:
fo (I have heard that) fome poor difmal creatureshave
fold themfelves to the devil for 2 fum of money, for
fo moft-cafh; and yet, cven in that cafe, when the
day of payment came, 1 never heard that'he brought
the money, or paid the purchafe; fo that he is a
feoundrel in his treaties; for you fhall truft for-yoor
bargain, but not be able to get your meney ; and yet,
" for your part, he comes for you to an hour : of which
by itfelf.

In a word, let me cantion you all, when you trade
with the devil, either get the price, or guit the bar
giiin; the devil is a cunning fhaver, he will wriggle
himfelf out of the performance,.on his fide, if poffinle,
and yet expedt you fhould be punfiual on your fide,
They tell you of a poor fellow in Herelordfhire, that
offered to fell his foul to him for a cow; and thoogh
the devil promifed, and as they fay, figned the writ-
ings, yet the poor countryman could never get the
cow of him, but fill, as-he brought a cow to him,
fomebody or other came, and challenged it, proving
that it was loft, or ftolen from themn ; fo that the man
got nothing but the name of a cow ftealer, and was,
at laft, carried to Hereford goal, and condemned to
be hanged for fiealing two cows, one after another:
the wicked fellow was then in the greatel diftrefs i-
maginable; he fommoned his devil to help him out;
bat he failed him, as the devil always will ; he really
had oot flol=n the cows, :ut they were found in his
poffeffion, and he could give no account how he came
by them; 2t laft he was driven to contels the truth,
eold the horrid bargain he had made, and how the

devil often promifed him a cow, but never gve him
one cxcept that feveral times, in the morning early,
be found a cow put into his yard, but it always prov-
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ed to belong to fome of his neighbours: whether the
man was hanged, or no, the flory does notrelate 3 bue
this part is to my purpofe, that they that make bar-
gains with the devil, ought to make him give fecurity
for the performance of eovenants ; and whom the de-
vil would get to be bound for him, 1 can’t tell; they
mult look to that who make the bargain: befides, if
he hud not had a mind to cheat or baflls the poor man,
what need he have taken a cow fo near hume?  If he
had fuch and foch powers as we talk of, and as fancy
and fable farnith for %im, could he nut have carricd
a cow in the air, npon a broomfick, as well asan old
womani Could he not have ftolen a cow for him in
Lincolnfhire , and fet it down in Herefordihire, and
fo have performed his bargain, faved his credit, and
kept the poor man out of trouble ? So that if che ftory
is true, as [ really believe it is, either it is not the devil
that makes thofe bargains, or the devil has not {uch
power as we beltow on him, except on fpecial occafi-
ons, he gets a permit, and is bid go, as in the cafe of
Job, the Gadarene hogs, and the like.

We have another example of a man's felling him/&lf
to the devil, that is very remarkable, and thut is in
the bible too ; and even in that, I do not find whatthe
devil did for him, in payment of the purchafe price.
The perfon felling was Ahab, of whom the text fays
exprefly, ® There was none like him, who did fell him-
“ [elf to work wickednels, in the fight of the Lord,”
1 Kings xxi. 20. and 25. 1 think it might have been
rendered, if not tranflated, in the fpight of the Lord,
or in deflange of God  for certainly that's the meaning
ofit: and nmow allowing me to preach a little upon
this text, my fermon (hall be very fhort: Ahab fold
himfelf; whom did he fell himfelfto 2 I anfwer that
queftion by a queftion ; Who would buy him ?  Who,
as we fay, would give any thing for him? And the
anfwer to that is plain alfo; you may jodge of the
purchafer by the work he was to do; he that bujs a
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{lave in the market, buys him to work for him, andto
do fuch bofinefs as he has for him to do: Ahab was |
‘bought to work wickednefs; and who would bay him
for that bnt the devil ?
1 think there's no room to doubt but Ahab fold him-
felf to the devil ; the text is plain, that he fold him-
felf, and the work he was fold to do points out the
mafler that bonght him ; what price he agreed with
the devil for, that indeed the text is filent in; fo we
_may let it alone, nor is it much to our purpofe, unlef
3t be to inguire whether the dgvil ftood to his bargain,
or not, and whether he paid the money according to
agreement, or cheated him, as he did the farmer at
“Hereford,

Thus buying 3nd felling between the devil and us,
is, 1 mnf conlefs, an odd kind of fock jobbings and
sndeed the devil may be faid to fell the bear {kin, what-
everhe buys ; but the firangeit part is when he comes
to demand the transfer ; for, as I hinted before, whe-
ther be performs, or no, he expeds his bargain to a

tittle: there is indeed fome difficulty in refolving how,
and in what manner, paymentis made s the Rories we

_meet with in our chimney corper hillories, and which
are {o many ways made ole of to make the devil fright-
ful to vs,and obr heirs for ever, are generally fo foel-
ith aud ridiculons, as, if true, or not troe, they have
nothing material in them, arc of no fignification ; or
elfe fo impoflible in their nature, that they make no
impreffion upon any body abaove twelve years old, and
noder feventy, or elle are {o tragical, that antiquity
"has fabled them down to onr tafle; that we might be |

" ahle to hear them, and repest them, with lefs horror
than ts do= to them.

This variety has taken off oor relith of the thing in
general, and made the trade of foul felling, like cor
Jate more eminent bubbles, be takea to be a cheat, and
to have little in it, |

Howeyer, to fpeak a little more gravely toit, Ecan-
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not {ay but that, fince by the twoeminent inftances of
it above, in Ahab, and in Chrilk himfelf, the fad is e-
vidently afcertained; and that the devil has attempt-
ed to make fuch a bargain on one, and adually did
make it with the other ; the poflibility of it is not to
be difputed; but then I muit explain the manner of
it a little, and bring it down nearer to our underftand-
ing, that it may be morg intelligible than it is; for as
for this felling of the foul, and making a bargain to
give the devil peofl:flion, by livery and feifin, on the
day'appointed, that I cannot come into, by any means;
no nor into the other part, namely, of the devil com-
ing to claim his bargain, and ro demand the foul, ac-
cording to agresment, and, apon default of a fair de-
livery, taking it away by violence, cafe and sll, of
which we have many hillorical relations, pretty cur.
rent among us ; fome of which, for aught I know,
we might have hoped had been tras, if we had not
been fure they were falfe; and  others we had reafon
to fear were fulfe, becanfe it was impoffible they (hould
be troe,

The bargains of this kind, according to the beft ac-
cotints we huve of them, ufed wo conlift of two main
articles, according to the ordinary Ripulations in ail
covenants; namely,

1. Something to be performed on the devil’s part,

buoying,

2. Something to be performed on the man's part,

felling,

1. The devil’s parts this was generally fome poor
trifle; forthe devilgenerally bounght good penny wurtim,
and oftentimes, like a complete (harper, agreed to give
what hie was not able to procure; thatisto fay, would
bargain for a price he could not pay, as in the cafe of
the Hereford man and the cow ; for example, 1. long
life: this, tho' the deluded chapman has often had
folly enough to eontradt for, the devil never had P;*‘
er to make good; aad we have a2 famous ftory, how
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true I know not, of a wretch that fold himfelf to the
devil, on-condition he, Satan, thould affare him, (1.)
That he fhould never wanr viftuals ; {2,) That he
fhould never be cold; (3.) That be thould always
come to him when he «<called him ; and {4.) That he
fhould let him live one and twenty years, and then
Satan was at liberty to have him ; that is, I fuppele,
to take him where-ever hie could find him.

1t feems, the fellow's deflire, to be affured of twen-
ty one years life, was chiefly, that, during that time,
he might be as wicked as he would, and dhould yet
be fure not to be hanged; nay, to be free from all
punifhiment.  Upon this foor, 'tis faid, he commenced
rogue, and committed a great many robberies, and o-
ther villanous things.  Now, it fcems, the devil was
pretty true to his bargain, in fiveral of thole things;
particulirly, that two or three times, when the fellow
was taken up for petty erimes, and called for his old
friend, be came and frighted the conftables fo, that
they let the offender get away from them: bor at
length, having done fome capital erime, a fet of con-
Rables, or {uch like officers, {eized wpon him, who
were not to be frighted with the devil, in what fhape
foever he appeared 5 fo that they carried him off, and
he was committed to Newgate, or fome other prifon
as effefusl,

Nor conld Satan, with all his kill, vnlock his ferters,
mouch lefsthe prifon door; bot he was tried, convided,
and execated,  The fellow, ia his extremity, they fay,
expoftulated with the devil for his bargain, the term
of twenty one years, it feems, not being expired, But
the devil, itis faid, (huffl-d with bim, told him a good
while, he would get him ont, bid him have patience,
and ftay a little; and thos led him on, till he came,
as it were, within fight of the gallows, that is to fay,
within a day or two of his exccution; when the de:
vil, cavilled upon his bargain, told him, he agreed 1o
let him live tweaty ome years, and be had not hindred
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him, but that he did not covenant to canfe him to
live that time ; that there was & great deal of diffe-
rence between doing and fuffering; that he was to
fuffer him to live, and that he did ; bur he conld not
mike him live, when he had broughe himlelf to the
gallows, )

Whether this Rory were true or not, for you moll
not cxpeft we hiltorians fhould anfwer for the dif-
courfe between the devil and his chaps, becaule we
were not privy to the bargaini 1 fay, whether it was
true or not, the inference is to our purpole feveral
wWays,

1. It confirms what T have fuid of the knavery of the
devil, in his dealings; and that, when he has
ftock jobbed with us, on the beft conditions he can
get, he very feldom performs his bargain.

a. It confirms what I have likewife faid, that the de-
vil's power is limited ; with this addition, that he
not noly cannot deftroy the life of man, but that
he cannot preferve it; in fhort, he can neither
prevent, nor bring on, our defiradtion.

1 may be allowed, I hope, for the faks of the pre-
fent difecurfe, to foppofe, that the devil would have
been fo jult to this wicked, tho' foolith creature, a3
to have faved him from the gallows if he could; but,
it feems, he ac laft acknowledged that it was not in his
power ; nay, he could not keep him from being taken
and carried to prifon, after he wis gotten into the
hands of a bold fellow or two, that were not to ba
frared with his blofter, 25 fome fooiifh creature had
been before, . )

And how fimple, how weak, how unlike any thing
of an angelic natare, was it, to attempt to fave the
poor wretch, only by little noifes, afr:l fham appear-
ances, putting out the candles, rufhing and joftling i
the dark, and the like! 1f the devil was that mighty
feraph, which we have heard of, ?f he isa God of thi:’
world, a prince of the air,N a fpirit able to deftroy ci-
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ties, and make havock in the world ; if he can raifs
tempells and forms,: theow fire about the world, and
do wonderful thingé, as an unchained devil no doubt
cocld do; what need all this frippery? and what
need he try fo many ridiculons ways, by the empli-
nefs, nay, the filly nonfenfical manner, of which, he
{iiews, that he is able to do no better, and that his
power is extinguilbed ? In a word, he wonld certain-
Iy a&t otherwife, if be could. Sed carst pedibas, he
wants power.

How weak a thing is it then, for any man to exped
performance from the devil?  If he has not:power 1o
do mifchief, which is his element, his very nature, and
on many acconnts, is the very fum of his defires;
haw fhould he have powerto do good? how power
to deliver from danger, or from death ? which deli-
verance would be in itfelf a good, and we know it is
pot in his nature to de geod to, or for, any man.

In 2 word, the devil is trangely impudent, to thiok
that aay man fliould depend vpon him, for the per-
formance of an agreementiol any kind whatever, when
he knows himfelf, that he is not able, if he was bo-
nefk envugh, to be as good as his word,

Come we, next, to his expefling our performance
to him; tho'he is not fojull to us, yer, it feems, he
never fails to come and demand payment of us, at the
very day appointed: he was but @ weak trader in
things of this natere, who, having fold his foul to the
devil, fo ‘our old women's tales call the thing, and
when the dévil came to demand his bargain, pur it
off, s a thing of no forcey for that it was done fo
long ago, he thought he (the devil) bad forgot ir. It
was a boeter anfwer, which they tell us, a Lutheran
divine gave the devil, in the nume of 2 poor wretch,
who had fold himielf to the devil, and who was ina
terrible fright about his coming for his bargain, as he
might well be indeed, if the devil has fuch a power,
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ss really to come and take it by force, Tle ftory (if
you can hear a {erions one) is this,

The man was in great horror of mind, and the fz-
mily frared he would deftroy himfelf; at length they
fent for a Lutheran minifter, to talk with him, and
who, after fome labour with him, got out the trarh i
viz. that he had fold himfelf to the devil ; and thar
the time was almolt expired, when he ez c@ted the de-
vil would come and fetch him away ; and he wasfurs
he would not fail coming to the time, to a minute.
The minifter firlt endeavoured to convinee him of the
horrid crime, and to bring him to a true penitence for
that part; and having, as he thought., made him a
fincere penitent, he then began to encourage him; and
particularly, defired of him, that when the time was
come, that the devil would feich him away, he, the
minifter, thould be in the houfs with him, Accord.
ingly, to make the (tory (hort, the time came 3 the de-
vil came; and the minifter was prefene, when the de-
il came; what [hipe he was in, the ltory does not
fay; the man faid he faw him, and cried out; the mi-
nifter conld not fee him ; but the man afficodiog he
was in the room, the minifter faid alond, in the name
of the living God, Satan, what comeft thou here for 2
The devil anfwered, 1 come for my own 5 the mini-
fier anfwered, He is not thy own; for Jelus Chrifk
has redeemed him, and in his name I charge thee to
avoid apd tonch him not; at which, fuys the ftory,
the devil gave a furious {tamp (with his cloven foot
I fuppofz), and went away, and was never known to
melelt him afterward,

Another ftory, tho' it be, in itfelf, a long one, I {hall
sbridge (for your reading with the lefs unealinels) as
follows : :

A young gentleman of berm, in the !:1::’.'":!:11' of
Brandenburgh's (now the king of Pruflia’s) dominions,
being deeply in love with a brautitul lady, but lome-
thing above his fartune, @nd whom h= could by no
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imexns bring to love him again, applied himfzIF to an
ald thing called a witch, for her afliltance, and pro:
mifed her great things, if ‘fhe conld bring the lady
o love him, or any how compafs her, fo as he might
have his will of her; may, at laft he told her he
would give up his fonl to her, if (he would anfwer his
defire.

The old hag, it feems, having had fome of his mo-
ney, had very honeltly tried what (he could doj; but
all to no purpofe ; the lady would not comply; but
whan he offered fuch & great price, (he told him, {he
would confider farther agaicft fuch a fime, and ap-
pointed him the next evening.

At the time appointed he comes, and the witch
made a long fpeech to him, upon the nicety of the af-
fair; 1 fuppofe, to prepare him not to be furprifed at
what was to come; for, fhe fuppofed, he was not fo
very defperately bent, as he appeared to be; fhe told
him, it was a thing of wery great difficulty ; but, as
he had made foch & great nffer, of {elling his foul for
it, [he had an acquaintance in the houfe, who was
Setter kitled (than fhe was) in fuch particular things,
and would treat with him farther; and (he doubred
not but that, both together, they might an{wer his
end. The fellow, it feems, was flill of the fame
mind, and told her, he cared not what he pawned or
1nld; if he could but obtain the lady., Well, fays
the cid hag, {it flil awhile, And, withthat, (hewith-
arawe,

By-and by The comes in again, with a quefiion in
her mouths Pray, fays [he, doyou feek thisTady for a
wife, or for a miftrefs?  Would yoo marry her, or
would you enly lie with her? The young man told
her oo, no, he did nat exped the would lie with him,
therefore, e would be Gatished to marry her: but afks
fier the qoeltion: Why truly, fays the old hag, my
reafon 5 very weighty; for, if you wonld have her
{for your wilt, | doubt, we can do you no fervice;
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bat, if you have a mind to lie with her, the perfon ¥
fprak of, will undertake ic, T

The man was furprifed at that: only he objedted,
that this was a tranfient or fhort felicity, and that he
thould, perhaps, bave her no more.  The old hag
bid him not fear buot that, if (he onece yielded to be his
whore, he might have her as often as he pleafed. Up-
on this he confents, for he was lark mad for the lady.
He having confented, the told him then, he fhould
follow hers but teld him, whoever he faw, he molk
fpsak to nobody but her, till the gives bim leave ; and
that he thould not be {urprifed, whatever happened,
for no hurt (hould befal him; all which he agrez-
ed to, and, the old woman going out, he followed
her.

Being, upon this, led into anether room, wbﬁrc
there was but very little light, yet enough to let him
e, that there was nobody in it but himfelf and the
womin, he was defired to fit down in a ehair, next to
atable; and the old woman clapping the door to, al
ter her, he alked her why fhe thut the door, and whers
was the perfon (he told himof 2 At which (he an{wer-
ed, There he is, pointing to a chair at a lictle dif-
tance: the young gentleman, turning his Lead, I".a.-:.r
a grave kind of a man fitting in 4o elbow chair, tho',
he fuid, he coutd have fworn there was nobedy in the
chair, when the old woman [hut the door : howewver,
having promiled not to {peak to any body but the vl
woman, he {aid not a word,

By-and-by the woman making abundance of itrange
geflures and motions, and mumbling over feveral
things, which he could not underftand, on 2 fudden
a large wicker chair, which ftood by the fhtmﬂt_h re-
moves to the other end of the table, ‘whmh he fat by,
but there was nobody in the chair; in about LWO "d]"
nutes after that the chair removed, there appeared 2
perlon ficting in that too, who, the room Leing, as 18
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fuid, almoft dark, could not be fo diftinguithed by the
eye, as to fee his countennnce,

Alter fome while, the 6rlt man, andithe chair he fic
in, moved, as il they had been one body, to the table
zHo; and the old woman, and the two men, feemed to
talk together; but the young man could not under-
Rand pny thing they fiaid; after fome time the old
witch turned to the young gentleman; told him his
requelt was granted, but not for marriage; buc the
lady (hould love and receive him,

The witch then gave him a flick, dipt in tar arboth
ends, and bnd him hold it to a eandle, which he did;
and, inftead of burning like a fick, it burnt out like
4 torch; then fhe tid him break it off in the middle,
and light the other end; hedid that too, and all the
room feemed to be in a light Bame ; then fhe {aid, de-
liver one piece here, pointing to one only of the per-
fons. 5o he gave the Brelt fire [lick to the Arft man
ar apparition. Now, lays [he, deliver the other here, ~
So he gave the other piece to the other apparition;
at which they both role up, and fpoke to him words
which, he [aid, he underftood not, and could not re-
peat; and immediately vanilhed with the fire Ricks,
and all, leaving the room full of fmoke: I do not re-
member that the Rory fiys any thing of brimltone, or
the fmell of it; bur ir fays the door continued falk
locked, and nobody was left in the room, bot the
young geotleman and the witch,

Now the ceremony being over, he aflked the witch
if the bulinels was done ¢ She fuid, Yes. Well, bot,
1';.1]4 he. have I Inld my foul to the devil ? Yes, fﬂj’s
fhe, you have, and you gave him poflefion, whea you
delivered the two fre icksto him. To him ' fays he;
why, was that the devil 7 ¥es, fays the old hag, Ac
which the young man was in a terrible fright fora
while, but it went off again,

And what'snext # fays he; when (hall T fecthe [a-
dy for whofe fake 1 have done all this? ¥ou (hall
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_lnuw that prefently, faid (he; and, opening the door,
in the next room (he prefents him with & moft beautifiyl
lady, but had charged bim not o fpeak a word toher:
fhe was exa@lly dreiitd like, and be prefently knew her
to be, the lady be defired ; upon which he Hew 1o her,
and clafped her in hs arms, bot that moment he had
ber talt, as he thought, in his arms, the vaniihed out
of his fighe, .

Finding himfe!If thos difappointed, he upbraids the:
old woman with hetraying him, and flew sue wich ill
language at her, ina great rage 3 the devil often de-
lnded him thos, after this, with thews and appearan.
ces, but [bll no perforaiance; after a while he gets
an opportunity to ipeak with the lady herfelfin reali-
ty; but fhe was as pofitive in her denial as ever, and
even took away all hopes of his ever obtaining her,
which put him into deipair; for now, he thought, he
hud given himfc!f up to the devil for nothing, and this
brought him to himfelf, fo that, he made a penitent.
coulellion of his crime to fome friends, who took great
care of him, and cncouraged him, and at laft furnilh.
¢d him with foch an anfwer; as put the devilintoa
fright, when he came for the bargain,

For Satan, it (eems, as the lory fays, had the impu-
dence to demand his sgreement, notwithftanding he
hid failed in the performance on his part; what the
anfwer was, I do not pretend 1o havefeen ; but it feems
it was fomething like what was mentioned above, viz
that he was in berter hands, and thac be duorlt noc
touch him,

I have heard of another perfon, thar had actually
figned a contraét with the devil; and, upon a fait
kept by forme proteftant or chriftian divines, while they
were praying for the poor man, the devil was oblipg-
¢d to come, and throw the contradtin at the window,

But 1 vouch none of thefe flories; there may be
much n them; and much ufc made of them, even whe-
ther exa&iy fuch in fad, as they are related, or no;
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the bell ufe 1 can make of them, is this, if any wicked
defperats wretches have made bargain and fale with
Satan, their only way is to repent, if they know how,
and that before he comes to claim them; then barter
him with his own guns; play religion againft devil-
ifm, and, perhaps, they may drive the devil out of their
reach; at leaft, he will not come at them, whichis as
well.

On the other hand, how many flories have we
handed abeut, of the devil’s really coming witha
terribleappearance, at the time appointed, and power-
fully, or by violence, cacrying away thofe, that have
given themizlves thus up to him! nay, and fometimes
a piece of the houle along with them, asin the famons
inflance of Sudbury, Aune 1662, It feems he comes
with rage and fury, vpon {och occalions, pretending
lie only comes to take his own, or as if he had leave
given him to come and take his goods, as we [zy,
where he could find them, and woold firike a terror
into all that fhould oppaofe him,

The greatelt part of the terror we are ufually in,
upon this ocealion, is from a fuppofition, that when
this hell hre contraét is once made, God allows the de-
¥il to come and take the wicked ereatures, how, and
in what manner, he thinks ft, as being given up to
him by his own af and deed; but, in my opinion,
there's no divinity at all in that; for, as in our law we
punilha fele de fz, or {elf-murderer, becaule, a8 the law
{fuggehs, he had no right to difmils his own life; that
he being a fubjett of the commonwealth, the govera.
ment claims the ward, or cuflody of him; and fo "twas
not murder only, bat robbery, and is a felony againft
the fate, robbing the king of his lizge-man, as 'tis
jultly called; fo neither has any man a right to dif-
pof: of his foal, which belongs to his maker in proper-
ty, and in right of creation: the man then havingno
right to fell, Satan has no right to buy; or, ar bel,
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ledged ; he knows his own game, and generally plaps
it fure,

I might, before I quit this point, ferioufly refl:ét
here, npon our bean monde; via. the gay part of
mankird ; efpecially thofe of the times we livein;
who walk about in 2 compolore and tranquillity in-
expiellibls, and yer, as we all know, mult certainly
have «i| fald th-mfelv=s to the devil, for the power of
afting the foolithell things with the greater applauls.
¥t s troe, to be a fool is the moll pleafant life in the
world, if the fool has bist che particular felicity, which
few fools want, wiz. to think themfelves wife: th
learned fuy, itis the dignity and perfeflion of fools,
that they never fail trofting themfelves; they believe
themifelves fufficient and able for every thing; and
henice, their want or walle of brains is no grievance
to them, but they hug themfelves in the faticty of
their own wic: but to bring other people to have the
fame notion of them, which they have of themfelves,
and to have their apilh and ridienlons condu® make
the fame impreffion on the minds of others, as it does
on their own 7 this requires a general infatoation, and
I_nl:lil either be a jodgment from heaven, or a mift
of hell; nothing but the devil can make all the men
of brains applagd a fool; and can any man belicve,
that the devil will do this for nothing 2 No, no, he
wll be well paid for ity and I koow na other way
they have to compound with him, but this of bargain
and fale,

"Tis the fame thing with rakes and bullies, as "tis
with foals and beanx; and this brings me to the fub-
jeét of baying and felling itkll, and to examing what
is underitond by it in the world § what people mean
by fuch and foch a man lling hmielf to the devil:
1 know the eommon acceptation of it is, that they
mitke fome capitulation for fome indulgence in wicksd-
nelt, on condition of fifery and impuniey, which the
devil promifes them thovgh, as I faid above, he isa
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its in that too, for be can't perform the eondition
however, 1 fay, he promifes boldly, and they believe
him; and for this privileuge in wickednefs, they cone
{ent that he {hall come and fetch them for his own, at
fuch or fuch a time,

Thisis the (tate of the cafe, in the genéral aceepta-
tion of it: I do not fay "tis.réally fo; nay, 'os even
an ineonfiftency in itfelf; for, one would think, they
nesd not capitalate with the devil to be {o, and {o, fo-
perlatively wicked, and give him fuch a price fur it,
feeing, unlefs we* have a wrong notion of him, he is
naturally inclined, as well as avowedly willing, tohave
all men be as (uperlatively wicked, as pollibly they can;
muft necciarily be always ready to iflue out his licen-
ees gratis, as fur as his authority will go in the calz;
and theretore I'donot fee why the wretches, thardaal
with him, fhould article with him for a price; bnt
fuppole, for argnment fake, thaticis o, then the nexe
thing is, fome capital erime Follows the contralt; gnd
then the wretch is forfaken, for then the devil cannot
prote&t him, as he promifed; fo he is truffed up, and,
like Coleman at the gallows, he exclaims, that there
is no truth in devils,

It may be true, however, that, onder the powerflal
gaard and proteétion of the devil, men do fometimes
go a great way in crime, and that perhaps facther in
theie our days of boalted morals, than was known a-
mong our fathersy the only difference that 1 meet
with, between the fons of Belial in former days, and
thole of our ages, feems to be in the devil's manage-
ment, not in theirs; the fam of which amonnts to this,
that Satan feems to aé with more cunning, ard they
with lefs; for in the formeFages of Satan’s dominion,
he had much bufinefs upoa his hande s all his artand
cagines, and engineers allo, were kept fully employed
to wheedle, allure, betray, and circumvent people,
and draw them into erimes, and they found him, as
we may fay, a full =mpiuifrﬂ;nti { doubt not, be was
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called the tempter on that very account; but the
caft ftems quite altered now, the tables are turned;
then the devil tempted men to fin; but now, in fhart,
they tempt the devil ; men pufh into crimes before he
pulhes them: they out thoot him in his own bow,
out run him on his own ground, and, as we fay of
fome hot fpurs who ride polt, they whip the polt boy;
in a word, the devil feems to have no bulinels now,
but to it {till and look on.

This, I moit confels, feems to intimate fome fecret
compaét between the devil and them; but then it
Rooks, not as if they had contrafted with the devil for
Jeave to fin, but that the dewil had contrafled with
them, thit they fhonld fin o and fo, up to fuch a de-
gree, and that without giving him the trouble of dai-
Iy folicitation, private management, and artful ferew-
ing op their pafions, their affe@tions, and their moft
retired faculties, as he was betore obliged to do.

T hisalfo appears more agreeable o the nature of the
thing; and as it is a moft exquifite part of Satan’s
cunning, fo 'tis an undoubted teflimony of his fucceis;
if it was not {o, he could never bring his kingdom to
fuch an height of abfolute power, as he has done.
T'his allo folves feveral difficuities in the affair of the
world’s prefent way of finning, which otherwile it
would be very hard to onderftand ; as particularly,
how fome emineat men of quality among us, whofe
upper rooms are not extraordinary well fornithed in
other cales, yet are {o very witty in their wickedrefs,
thatthey gather admirers by hondreds and thoufands;
who, however heavy, Inmpilh, low, and backward,
even by natore, and in force of conflitution, in better
things ; yet, in their race devil-wards, they are of a
fndden grown nimble, light of foot, and out run all
their neighbours; fellows that are as empty of fenfe,
as begparsare of honelly, and as far from brains, asa
whore iz of modelty ; on a fndden you fhall find them
dip inte Folsmics, fudy Michae] Servetus, Socinus,
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and the molt learned of their dilciples ; they fhall rea.
fon again(t all religion, as frongly as a philofopher;
blafpheme with foch a keenneis of wit, and fatirize
God and eternity with fuch a brighiels of faney,
as if the foul of a Rochelter, or an Hobbs, was trani-
migrated into them ; in a little length of tune more
they banter heaven, burlefgqoe the trinity, and jelt
with every {acred thing ; and all fo {harp, fo ready,
ind [o terribly witty, as if they were born buffoons,
and were {ingled out by nature to be champions for
the devil.

Whence can all this come? How is the change
wraught 2 Who but the devil can inje&t wit, in [pite
of nutural dulnels, create brains, fill empty heads, and
fupply the vacuities in the underftanding 2 And will
Satan do all this for nothing ? No, no, heis too wifs
for that ; Ican never douhta fecret compadt, if there
is fuch a thing in natore; when I fee an head where
there was no head, fenle in poffe where there is no
fenfe in effe, wit without brains, and fight withons
eyes, 'tis all devil . work : could G———— write fa.
tires, that could neither read Latin, or {pell Englifh,
like old sir William Read, whoe wrote a book of op-
tics, which, when it was printed, he did not know
which was the right fide uppermolt, and which the
wrong? Could this eminent gninf-rmed beau turn
atheilt, and make wile fpeeches againft thet being,
which made him a fool, if the devil had not fold him
{ome wit in exchange for that tnifle of his, called
foul ¢ Had he not bartered his infide wilh that fon
of the morning, to have his tongue tipt with blal-
phemy, he that knew nothing of a God, bat only to
fwear by him, could mever have fet up for 2 wit, to
burlefue his providence, and ridicule his government
of the world,

But the devil, as he is God of this world, has one
particular advantage, and that is, that whea he has
work to do, he very feldom wants inftrumznts; with
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this circamftanes alfo, that the deg:ieracy of human.
nature fupplics him; ‘as the late king of Fronce faid of
himiell, when they told him whata calamivy was liks
to befal his kingdom by the fimine: Well, fiys the
king, then I thall not want foldfiers: And it was o,
want of bread fupplied his army with recruits; [o
want of grace fupplies the devil with reprobates for
his work.

Another reafon why I think the devil has made
more bargaing of that kind we iprak of, in this age,
is, becanle he feems to have laid by his cloven foor;
all his old emiifaries, the tools of his trade, the en.
gineers which he employed in his mines, fuch as
witches, warlocks, magicians, conjurers; allrologers,
and all the hellifh train or rabble of human devils,
who did his drudgery in former days, feem to be out
of work: Ifhall give you afuller enumeration of them
in the next chapter,

Thele, I fav, feem to be laid afide; not thar his
work is abuted, or that his bufinefs with mankind, for
their delufion and deltruftion, is not the fame, or per.
haps more than ever 3 but the devil feems to have
changed hands ; the temper and genius of mankind
js altered, and they are not to be taken by fright and
horror, as they were then: the figares of thofe crea-
tures was always difmal and horrible, and that is ie
which I mean by the cloven foor; bot now wit, beau.
ty, and gay things, are the fom of his craft ; he ma-
nages by the folt and the {moeth, the fair and the
artfuly the kind and the conning; mot by the fright.
ful and terrible, the aply and the odious.

When the devil, for weighty difpacches,

Wanted meffengers cumming and bold,
He pals'd by the beautiful faces,
And pick'd out the ugly and old,

Of thefz he made warlocks and wirches,
To ron of his errands by night,

Till the over wrought hag ridden wretshes
Were as Bt as the devil to fright,
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Bat whoever has been his adviler,

As his kingdom increafes in growth,
He now takes his mealures much wiler,

and trafficks with beauty and youth,
Difguis'd in the wanton and witty,

He haunts both the church, and the court B
And fometimes he vilits the city,

Where all the beft chritians refore,
Thuos drefs’d up in full malquerade,

He the bolder can range up and down ¢
For he better ean drive on his trade

In any one’s name, than his own,

C HATP IX

OF the dools the devil worksavith, viz, witches, awizards
or warlocksy canfurers, magicians, diviners, affros
Iagers, interpreters of dreamry tellers of fortunes,
and, above all the refl, bis particular modern privy
counfellors, called aits and fools,

HO UG H, as | have advanced in the foregoing
chaper, the devil has very much changed hands,
in his modern management of the world, and that in-
fiead of the rabble, and long train of implements reck-
ened up above, he now walks aboot in beans, beaa-
ties, wits, and fools ; yer I muft not omit to tell you,
thathe has not difmiffed his former regiments, but like
officers in time of peace, he kecps¢hem allin half pay;
or, like extraordinary men at the cuftom houfe, they
are kept at a call, to be ready to fill up vacancies, or
to employ when heis more than ordinarily full of bu-
finefs; and therefore it may not be amils to give [ome
beief account of them, from Batan’s own memoirs,
their performance being no inconfiderable part of his
hiftory.
Nor will it be an enprofitable digreffion, to go back
a little to the primitve inftitution of all thefe orders,
for they are very antient; and, Taffure you, it reguires
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great knowledge of antiquity, to give a particular of
their original : I {hall be very bricf in it.

In crder then to this inguiry, you muoll know thatit
was not for want of fervants, that satan took this fort
of people into his pay 5 he has, as T have obleryed in
its place, millions of diligent devils at his call, what-
ever bufinels, and however difficalt, he had for them
todo; but, as [ have faid above, that our modern people
are lorwarder than even the devil himfelf can defire
them to be; and that they come before they are call-
ed, run before they are fent, and croud themfelves
into his fervice; fo it feems it was in thofz early
days, when the world was one univerfal monarchy,
under his dominion, as I' have at large defcribed inits
Place.

In thofe daye the wickednefs of the world keeping
a jult pace with their ignorance, this inferior fort of
low priced infiruments did the devil’s work mighty
well; they drudged on his black art fo laberioufly,
and with fuch good faccefs, that he found ic was bet-
ter to employ them ae tools, to delude and draw ia
mankind, than to fend his invifible implements a-
bout, and oblige them to take fuch (hapes and dreffes
as were neceffary upon every trifling oceafion ; which,
perhaps, was more coft than worlhip, more pains than
Pay.

Having then a fet of thefe volunteers in his fervice,
the true devil had nothing to do but to keep an exad
correfpondence with them, and communicate foms
needful powers to them, to make them be and do fome-
thing excraordinary, and give them a reputation in
their bufinefs; and thefe, in 2 word, did a great part
of, nay, almoft all, the devil's bufinefs in the world,

Tothis purpole gave he them power, if we may be-
lieve old Glanville, Baxter, Hicks, and other learned
confulters of oracles, to walkinvilible, to fly in the air,
ride wpon broomllicks, and other wooden gear, toin-
terpret dreams, anfwer gueltions, betray fecrets, totalk
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{gibberilh) the univerful language, to raife forms,
fwell winds, bring up [pirits, difturb the dead, and
torment the living, with a thoufand other needful tricks
to amufe the world, keep themfelves in veneration,
and carry on the devil's empire in the world.

The firfll nations among whom thefe infernal prae-
tices were found, were the Chaldeans; and that Imay
dojultice in carneft, as well as in jelt, it muft be allow-
ed that the Chaldeans, or thole of them {o called, were
not conjursrs, magicians, only philofophers and fin.
diers of nature, wife, fober, and Rodions men at firlt,
and we have an extraordinary account of them ; and,
if we may belicve fome of our beft writers of fame, A~
braham was himfclF famons among them for fuch ma-
gic, as Sir Walter Raleigh expreffes it, Dui contempla-
lishe creafurarum cognouit crealoram

Mow, granting this, itis all to my purpofe ; name-
Iy, that the devil drew thele wife men in, to fearch af-
ter more knowledge than nature could inftruét them
in; and the knowledge of the true God being, at that
time, funk wery low, he debanched them all with
dreams, apparitions, conjurers, &e, till he ruined the
jult notions they had, and fade devils of them all,
like himf&1f,

The learned Senenfis, fpeaking of this Chaldean
kind of Jearning, gives us an account of five lorts of
them: You will pardon me for being fo graveasto go
this length back,

1. Chalcedin, or Chaldeans, properly fo called, be
ing aftronomers,

3, Alaphim, or magicians; fuch were Zoroallres,
and Balaam the fon of Beor.

3.Chatumim, or interpreters of dreams, and hard

_ fpeeches, inchanters, &«.

4 Mecalphim, or witches, called, at Giefl, prophets,
afterwards malefici, or venefici, ?u.lfunﬂ‘!-

5. Gazarim, or arnfpices, and diviners, r'f‘h i
divined by the entrails of beafts, the liver in par-
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ticular; mentioned in Ezek, or, as others, called
Ura.

Now, as to all thefe, I fuppole I may do them no
wrong, if I fay, however jullifiable they were in the
beginning, the devil got them all into his fervice, at
Jalt ; and that brings me to my text again, from which
the relt wius a digreflion.

1. The Chafeedin, or Chaldean alironomers, turn.
ed afirologers, fortnne wellers, calculators of na-
tivities, and vile deluders of the people, as if the
wifdom of the holy God was in them, as Nzbu.
chadnezzar faid of Daniel, on that very acenunt,

2, Afaphim, or magi, or magicians: Sixius Se-
nenfis fays, they were fich as wrought by cove.
nant with devils, but turn’d to it from their wif~
dom, which was to fludy the pra&tical part of na-
toral philotophy, working admirable effeés by
the murnal application of natoral caufes,

3. The Chatumim, from being reafoners, or dif-
puters upon difficalt points in philofophy, became
inchanters and conjurers.  So,

4. The Mecalphim, or prophets, they turn'd to be
foreerers, raifersof (pirits, fuch as wounded by an
evil eye, and by bitter curfes, and were afterwards
fam'd for having familiar converfe with the de-
wil, and were called witches,

5+ The Gazarim, from the bare chierving of the
good and vad omens, by the entrails of bealls,
flying of birds, &c. were turned tofacriltsar priefls
of the heathen idols, and fserificers,

Thus, [ fay, fict or laft, the devil engrofizd all the
wife men of the eaft, for fo they are called ; made
them sl his own ; and by them he work'd wonders,
that is, he filled the world with: lying woaders, as if
wronght by thefe men, when indeed it was ail his own,
from beginning to the end, and fet on foot merely to
propagate delulion, impofe upon blinded and ignorant
men ; the God of this world blinded their minds, and

#



they were led away by the fubtility of the devil, to
fay no worle of it, tili they became devils themlelves,
as to mankind ; for they carried on the devil's work
[Epest all cecafions, and che race of them flill continue
in other nations, and fome of them among ourlelves,
as we fhall fee prefently,

The Arabians followed the Chaldeans in this Audy,
whileit was kept within its dus hounds, and after them
the Egyptians ; and among the latter we find that Jan-
nies and Jambres were famous for their leading Pha:
rach by their pretended magic performances, to re-
je&k the read miracles of Mofes ; and hifiory tells us
of iringe pranks the wife-men, the magicians, and
the foothfayers, played to delude the peoplein the molk
early ages of the world.

But, as 1 fay, now, the devil has improved himfelf,
fo he did then ; for the Grecian and Roman heathen
rites coming om, they out-did all the magicians and
foothfuyers, by cltablifhing the devil's lying oracles,
which, as a malter- piece of hell, did the devil more
honour, and brought more homage to him, than ever
be had before, or could arrive to finee,

Again, as by the {etting up the cracles, all the ma-
gicians and foothfavers grew out of credit ; fo atthe
ceafing of thofe oracles, the devil was faimpto go back
to the old game again, and take up with the agency of
witches, divinations, inchantment, and conjurings, as
I hinted before, aniwerable to the four forts mentioned
in the ftory of Nebuchadnezzir; viz, Magicians, Allro-
lo ers, the Chaldeans, and the foothfayers : How thele
began to be out of requelt, T have mentioned already ;
Bt as the devil has mot guite given them over, anly
laid them afide a litile for the prefent, we may ventuye
to afk what they were, and what ule he made of them
when he did employ them.

The trach is, I think, asit wasa very mean eme

for any thing that wears an horan counte-

loyment
Pt 1 chink, "'twas.

gance to take up 3 fol moft acknowlege,
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a mean low-pric’d bufinefs for Satan to take up with;

below the very devil; below his dignity as an ange-

Lie, tho' condemned creature ; below him even as a de.

vil; to go to talk to a parcel of ugly, deformed, fpite-
ful, malicions old women ; to give them pawer to do
mifchief, who never had a will, after they entered in-
to the ftate of old- womanliood, to do any thing elfe:
Why the devil always chofe the ugliel old woman he
could find : whether wizardifm made them ugly, that
were not fo before ; and whether the uglinefsasit was
a beauty in witcheraft, did not increafe according to
the meritorious performance in the black trade? Thefe
are all queflions of moment to be decided (if human
learning can arrive to fo much perfeflion) in ages to
come,

Some fay the evil eye, and the wicked look, wers
parts of the inchantment ; and that the witches, when
they were in the height of their bufinefs, had a power-
ful inflaence with both ; that by looking upon any
pericn they eould bewiteh them, and make the devil,
as the Scots eaprefs it, ride through them booted and
fpurred; =nd that hence came that very fgnificant
faying, to look like a witch,

The Rrange work which the devil has made in the
waorld, by this fort of his ageots, called witches, is
fuch, and 1h extravagantly wild, thatexcept onr hape
that molt of thole tales happen not tobe true, I know
not how any one could be eafy to live near a widow,
after fhe was five-and fifry,

All the other forts of emilliries which Sitan em-
ploys, come fhort of thefe, Ghofls and apparitions

" fometimes come and fhew themfelves, on particular
accounts; and fome of thofe particulars refpe& doing
joltice, repairing wrongs, preventing mifchicf; fome-
times in matters very confiderable, and on things fo
necellary to public benefit, that we are tempted to be-
lieve they proceed from fome vigilant fpirit, who wilh-
es us well ; but, on the other hand, thele witches are
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aever concerned in any thing but mifchief; nay, if
what they do portends good to one, it iffaes in hurt to
miny ; the whole tenour of their life, their defign in
general, is to do milchicf; and they are only employed
in milchief, and nothing elfe: How far they are fur-
nilhed with ability fuitable to the horrid will they
are velled with, remains to be deferibed,

Thefe witches, "tis faid, are furnithed with power
fuitable to the occafion that is before them, and parti-
cularly that which deierves to be confidered ; as pre=
dittion, and foretelling events, which, Linfiit, the au-
thor of witcheraft is not accomplifhed with himfelf,
nor can he communicate it to any other: How then
witches come to be uble to foretel things to come,
which, "tis faid, the devil him{elf cannot know, and
which, as [ have fhewn, ’tis evident he does not know
himfelf, is vet to be determin’d : That witches do fore-
tel, is certain, from the witch of Endor, who foretold
things to Saul, which he knew not before, namely,
that he (hould be flain in battle the next day, which
accordingly came to pals. :

There are, however, and notwithftanding this parti-
cular cafe, many inftances wherein the devil has not
been able to fortel approaching events, snd that in
things of the urmolt coniequence 3 and he has given
certain foolifh or falfe anfwers in foch cafes. The
devil's pricfls, which were fommon’d in by the pro-
phet Elijah, to decide the difpute between tI]n:I and
Bail, had the devil been able to have inform’d them
of it, wonld certainly have receiv'd notice from hm‘_l.
of what was intended againt themby Elfjah ; thatis
to fay, that they would be all cut in pieces ;. for 3a-
tan was not fuch a fool as not to kaow, that Batlrw:;u
a non entity, a nothing, at belt a dead man, perilh’d

tting in his grave; for Baal was Bel, or Belus,
and rotting 1 graves; I i - d he
an antient king of the aflyrian monarchy ; AnC
could no more anfwer by fire, to confume the facrilice,
than he could raife himfzIf from the dead.
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But the priefts of Baal were left of theic mafer to

their jult fate, namely, to be a facrifice to the fuory of
a deladed people ¢ Hencel infer his inability ; forit
wonld have been very unkind and ungrateful in him
not to have anfwered them, if he had been able. There
is another arpument raifed here moft jullly againft
the devil, with relation to his being under reflraint,
and that of greater eminence than we imagine; and
it is drawn from this very paflige, thus: "Tis not to
be doubted but that Satan, who has much of the eles
ment put into his hands, as prince of the air, had a
power, or was able, potentially fpeaking, to have an-
fwered Baal's priefts by fire; fire being, in virtoe of
his airy principafity, a part of his dominion; but he
was certainly with held by the faperior hand, which
gave him thet dominion, 1 mean, with: held for the
oceafion only ¢+ So in another cafe, it was plain that
Balaam, who was one of thofe fort of Chaldeans, men-
tioned above, who dealt in divinations and inchant-
ments, was with-held from curfing 1frael,

Some are of opinion, that Balaam was not a witch,
or a dealer with the devil; becaofe *ois faid of him,
or rather, he fays it of himfelf, that he faw the vifions
of God, Numb. xxiv. 16. * Hehath faid, who heard
e the warde of God, and knew the knowlege of the
¢ moit high, which faw the vifion of the almighty,
4« falling into a trance, but having his eyes open:”
Hence they allege he was one of thole magi, which
st. Augultine fpeaks of, de divinations, who, by the
fudy of nature, and by the contemplation of created
beings, came to t'.e knowlege of the creator; and that
Balaam’s faolt was, that, being tempted by the re-
wards and honoors that the king promifed him, he in-
tended to have curs’d Ilrael; bot when his eyes were
opened, and that he faw they were God’s cwn people
k= duri': oot da it ; 'I:I!.Ejl' will have it lhtr:l'urf,, thﬂ-;
except as above, Balaam was a good man, or at lealt,
that he had the knowl=ge of the true God, and the
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fear of t!!al: God opon him; and that he honelily de.
clares this, Nomb, xxil. 1B. * If Balak would give
“me his houfe-foll of filver and gold, 1 r.nnmtg o
“beyond the word of the Lord my God ¥ whﬂge.
thengh he is called a falfe prophet by fome, he evi-
dently owns God, and afflumes a property in him, as

. ¥
m.;.'lmr prophets did ; my God, and [ cannot go beyond
his orders : But thar which gives me a berter opinion
liﬁﬂiaf_t'l than all this, is his plain prophecy of Chrilt,

ap. xxiv, 17, where he calls him the {tar of Jacob;
and declares, *¢ I (hall fee him, but not now ; I fhall
# behold him, but notnigh; there fhall come a flar
" gnt of Jacob, and a feeptre fhall rife out of Ifrael
¢ and {hall fmite the corners of Moab, and deftroy nli
¢ the children of Sheth ;** allwhich expreft nota know-
!rgmnly, but afaith in Chrift ; but T have done preach-
ing3 thisis all by the-by; T return to my bulinefs,
which is, the hiltory.

There is another piece of dark praftice here, which
lies between Satan and hisparticular agents, and which
they mull give us an anlwer to, when they can, which,
1 think, will not be in hafte; and that is, about the
obfequious devil fabmitting to be call’d up into vifi-
bility, whenever an old woman has her hand crofs’d
witha white fix-pence, as they call it : One would think
that inflead of thefe vile things, call’d witches, being
fold to the devil, the devil was really fold for a flave
to them: for how far foever Batan’s refidence is off
of this Rate of life, they have power, it feems, to fetch
bim from home, and oblige him to come at their call.

I can give little account of this, only thatindeed o
itis; nor is the thing fo Rrange in iufelf, as the me-
thods to do it are mean, foolith, and ridiculous; as
making a circle, and dancing io it, Ffﬂﬂﬁ'““‘:iﬂg fuch
and fuch words, faying the Lord's prayer buckward,
and the like. Now is this agrecible to the dignity of
the prince of the air or atmofphere, that he thoald
be commanded forth with no more pomp or ceremony,
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than that of muttering a few words, fuch as the old
witches and he agree about ? or is there fomething elie
in it, which none of us, or themfelves, underftandi

Perhaps, indezd, he is always with thofe people cal-
led witchesand conjurers, or, at lealt, fome of his camp
volant are always prefent; and fo, upon the lealt call
of the wizard, it is but putting off the mifty cloak, and
fhewing themfelves.

Then we have a piece of mock pageantry in bring.
ing thofe things called witches or conjurers to jullice ;
that is, firfl, to know if a woman be a witch, throw
her into a pond, and if fhe be a witch, (he will fwim,
and it is not in her own power to prevent it; if fhe
does all the can to fink herfelf, it will not do, fhe will
fwim like a cork, Then, that a rope will not hanga
witch, bot you mult get a with, a green ofier; that
if you nail an horfefboe on the fill of the door, fhe
cannot come into the houfe, or go out, if fhe bein;
thefe, and a thouland more, too fimple to be believ'd,
are yet fo vouch'd, fo taken for granted, and {o univer-
fally receiv’d for truth, that thereis no refilling them
without being thought atheiflical,

What methods to take, to know who are witches,
Ireally know not ; but, on the other fide, I thinkthere
are variety of methads to be ufed, toknow who are not.
W——G——, Efq: i aman of fame ; his partsart
great, becaule his eltate is fo; he has threefeore and
eight lines of Virgil by rote, and they take up many
of the intervals of his merry difcourfes; he has jolt as
many witty florics to pleaf [ociety ; when they are
well told, once over, he hegins again, and fo he lives
in a round of wit and learning; he is a man of gieat
fimplicity and fineerity; you mult be careful not to
miftake my meaning, as to the word fimplicity ; fome
take it to mean honelty, and fo do [ only that it has
a negative attending it, in his particolar cales ina
word, W—— G——is an honeflt man, and no con-
jurer; a good charafter, I think ; and, without im-



e e b TN .

of the DEVI L. 313
peachment to his underftanding, he may be a man of
worth for all thae, Take the other fex, there is the
lady H. is another difcovery; blefs us! what
charms in that face ! How-bright thofc eyes! How
Rowing white her breafts| How {weet her voice ! add
taall, how heavenly, divinely good her temper! How
iimitable her bghaviour! How [potlefs her wirtne!
How perfe® her innocence! And, to fum up her eha-
tufter, we may add, that lady H——is no witch,
Sure mone of our beao critics will be o unkind now,
as to cenfure me in thole honeft deferiptions, asif 1
meant, that my good friend W —0 £l ;
of mty ador'd angel, the bright, the charming lady
H—=—, were fools; but what will not thofe fuva-
g, call'd eritics, do, whol: barbarous nature inclines,
them to trample on the brighteit charaglers, and to
cavil on the clearelt expreflious 7

It might be expeded of me, however, in juflice ta
my [riends, and to the bright charadters of avundance
of gentlemen of this age, who, by the depth-of their
politics, and the height of their clevations, might be
fafpe@ied, and might give us room techarge them with
fubterranean intelligenee ; | fay, it might be expedted
that 1 hould clear ap their fame, and alfure the world
concerning them, even by name, that they are no con-
jurers 3 that they do not deal with 1.!1:-'.1:1-'5]: at lealt,
nat by the way of witcheraft and divination; fochas
Sir T k, E B , Efgg; my lord Homily, Cal,
Swagger, Jeoffry Wellwith, Efq : eapt. Harry Go-
deeper ; Mr, Welcome Woollen, citizen f‘“d merchane-
taylor of London ; Henry Cadavar, Elq; }ha D—
of Caerfilly 3 the marquis of Sillyhoo ; Sir Edward
Thro'-and-thro’, bart, and a world of fine gea l.lr:mm
more, w hofe great heads, and weighty undertandings,
have given the world fuch oecafion to challeage them
with being, at lealt, defcended Em.m Ll_a-.- mi i, and,
pechaps, engaged with old Satan, 10 s E"’J“;Ic.a aad
experiments; buc I, that h{:“ fuch good inte s
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among Sa‘an’s minifters of fate, asis necefliry 1o the
prefent undertaking; am therehy well able to ¢learup
their chara@ers; and [ doubt not, butthey will va.
loe themielves upon ir, and acknow'ege their obliza-
tion to me, for Jetting the world know, the devil does
not pretend. to have bad any bufinels with them, or
have enroll'd them in the kil of his operatorsy in a
word that none of them are conjurers: Upon which
tellimeny of mine, 1 expedt they be no longer charg'd
with, er fo muoeh 25 fulpeded of, having an unlawful
quantity of wit, or having any forts of it about them,
that arc contraband or prohibited; buot thag, fuc the
{uture, they pafs unmolefled, and be taken for nothing
bot what they are, wviz. very boneft werthy gentles
men,

EEH AP XK.

Gf dhe varicur metheds vhe devil daker to comverfeuith
mandind.

Aving fpoken fomething of perfons, and partica-

larly of fuch as the dewil thinks fit to employ
in his affairs in the world, it comes next of courfe to
fuy fomething of the manner how he communicates his
mind to them, and, by them, tothe reft of hisacquaiot-
ance in the waorld.

1 1ake the devil 1o be vnder great difficulties in his
affairs on his part, efpecially occalion’d by the bounds
which are fct him, or which policy obliges him to fet
to himfzlf, in his acecfi to the converfing with maa-
Lind 3 "tis evident he is pot permitted to fall upon them
with force and arms, that is to fay, to multer up his
infernal troops, and atwick them with fire and fword ;
if he was loofe, to a& in this manner, as he was able,
by his own feraphic power, to have deflroy’d the whole
race, and even the earth they dwelt upon, fo be
would certainly, and long ago, have cfeftually dons
ity his particolar interels and inclinations are well e
oough known,
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But, in the next place, as he is thus reftrain'd from
vidlence, fo pradentials reltrain hiom, in all his other
aftings with mankind; and, being confin'd to fArata.
gem, and foft, (ill methods, fuch as perfuation, allure-
ment, feeding the appetite, prompting, and then gra-
tifying corrupt defires, and the like; he finds ic for his
parpole not to appear in perfon, except very rarely,
andthen in difguif: ; bt to adt all the relbin the dark,
under the vizor of art and craft, making of: of per-
fons and ‘methods eoncealed, or at lealt not fully ua.
derflood or difcovered,

A1 to the perfons whom he émploys, T have taken
fome pains, you fee, to difcover fome of them ; but the
methods he ufes with them, either to inform and in-
ftroft, and give orders to them, or to converle with
other people by them, thefe are very particular, and
deferve fome place in our roemoirs 3 particnlarly as
they may ferve to remove fome of our miftaken, and
to take off fome of the frightful ideas we are apt w
entertain, in prejudice of this great macager; as if he
wasnomore to be match’d in his politics, than hewould
be tobe mateh’d in his power, if it was let loofe; which
it fo much a miRake, that, on the contrary, we read
of feveral people that have abufed and cheated the
devil, a thing, which I cannot fay, is very hooelt nor
juft, notwithflanding the old Latin proverb, Fallere
fullentens non ¢ff fraus (which men confirue, or rather
render, by way of banter upon Satan, 'ds no fin to
cheat the devil) ; which, for all that, upen the whole,
I deny 3 and alledge, thatlet the devil ad how hewill,
by us, we ought to deal fairly by him.

But to come to the bufinefs, without circamlocn -
tions ; 1am to inguire how Satan ifluss oot his orders,
gives his infira&ions, and fully delivers his mind to his
emiffaries, of whom I mentioned fome in the ritle to
chap. IX. In order to this, you muit form an ideaof
the devil fitting in great [tate, in open campaign, with
2l his legions about him, in the height of the atmo-

Q2
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iphere ; or, if you will, at a erreain diflance from the
atmolphere, and abovs i, that the plan of his en.
campment might not be hurried rovund its own axis,
wizh. the earch’s diurnal motion, which might be fome
difturbance to him.

By this-fix'd fitvation, the earth performing its ro-
tation, he has every partand parcel of it broughttoa
direét oppofition to him, and confequently to his view
gree in twenty-four hours: Theilaft time I wasthere,
if I remember right, he had this guarcer of the world,
which we call Chriftendom, jult under his eye; and
the mation is nat fo fwift, but that his piercing optics
ran take a Q[rick view of it en pafant 3 for the circum-
farence of it being but twenty-one thoufand miles,
#nd its circular motion being foll twenty four hours
performing, he has fomething more than an hour to
view every thoufand miles, which, to his fopecnatu-
ral penetration, is not worth naming.

£s he takes thus a daily view of all-the eircle, and

en hourly view of the parts; he is fully mafler of all
sranfadtions, atleal fuch asare done above: board, by
all mankind § and then be difpatches his emifarics, or
sid.du camps, toevery part, with his .orders and in-
firnflions :-Now thefe emiifaries, you are ro nnderftand,
are not the witches and diviners, who 1 fpoke of abave,
Hor 1 call them alfo emfifiriess bot they are all devile,
of {15 you koow they are call’d) devil’s angels; and
thele may, perhaps, comeand converfe perfonally with
the fub emiffari:s I mentianed, to be ready for their
Jupport and affiliance, on all oceafions of bufinefs;
Thefe are thole devils which the witches are fuid ta
raife; for we can hardly fuppole the mafter devil com:s
himlelf, at the fummons of every ugly old woman,

Thele run aboat into every nook and corner, where-
ever Satan's bufinefs calls them, and are never want-
ing to him; but are the molt diligent devils i Jmagum-
ble; like the Tuorkifh Chiavx, lhcjr no fooner receive
their errand, but they execute it with the utmolt ala-
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crity; and as to their fpred, it may be truly writcen
as d motto, upon the head of every individual devi!,

Now indiget calcaribus.

Thele are thole, whom, they tell us, our witches,
forcerers, wizards, and fuch forts of folks, converfe
freely with, and are therefore call'd their familias;
and, 35 they tell us, come to them in human fhaps:,
talk to' them with articulate plain voices, as if men
and that yet the fuid witches, &c. know them to be
devils, ;

Hillery has not yet ealighten’d us in this part of ulz-
ful knowlege, or at leall not fuffcient!y fora dedferip-
tion of the perioms or habits of thefe [orts of appear-
ances; as what [hapes they take up, what language
they fpenk, and what particular works they perform;
fo we muft refer it to farther inquiry; bot if wemay
credit hillary, weare told many famouos Rories of thefs
appearinces; for example, the famots mother Lak-
Land, who was borat for a witch at Ipfwich, Anoo
1644 confeffed, at the time of her executicn, ora lit-
tle before it, that fhe had frequent converfation with
the devil himifelf; that (he being very poor, and with-
al, of a devililh paMonate, eruel, and revengeful dil-
polition, before, uied to with. (he*had it in her power
to do fach and fuch mifchievous things to fome that
fe hated ; and chatthe devil himfelf, who, it {esms;
knew her temper, came to her one night, as (e lay in
ber bed, and was between flceping and waking, and,
fpeaking in a deep hollow voice, told her, If the would
ferve him in fome things ke would employ herto/dy,
fhe thould have her will of all her cnemies, and fhould
want for nothing: That fhe was much alraid at firl;
but that he, foliciting her very ofien, bad her not be
sfraid of him, and Rill rg’d her to yield ; and, asfhe
fays, firnck his claw into her hand, and though it did
siot hort her, made it bleed, and with the b'ood wrote
the covenant i thatistofay, the bargain betwsenthem:

0 3
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Being afk'd what was in it, and whether he requir'd
her to curfe or deny God or Chrilt ? {he (&id no,

N. B, 1 do not find fhe told them, whether the de-
vil wrote it with a pen, or whether on paper, o7
parchment, nor whether fhe fign'd it orno; but
it feems he carry'd itaway with him. I foppole,
if Satan's regifler were examin’d, it might be
found among the archives of hell, the rolls of
his afa publica ; and, when his hiftoriographer
royal publifles them, we may look for it among
them. :

Then be furnifh'd her with three devils, to wait
upon her (I fuppofe); for (he confefs'd they were 1o
bzemploy'd in herfervice ; they attendzd in the fhapes
of two little dogs, and a mole: The firlt fhe bewitch'd
was her own hufband, by which he lay awhile in great
mifery, and died ; then fhe fent to one captain Beal,
and burnt a new fhip of bis, jull built, which had ne-
ver been at fea; thefe, and many other horrid things,
fhe did and confels'd ; und having been twenty yeirs
a witch, at laft the deyil left her, and {be was burnt
ae fhe deferv'd.

T hat fomeextraordinary occafions may bring thefe
agents of the devil, nay, fometimes the devil himfelf
to allume human {hapes, and appear to ather people,
we cannot doubt § he did thos in the cafe of our favi-
gur 25 @ temper, and fome think he did {o to Manaffcs
as a familiar, whom the feripwire charges with force-
ry, and having a familiar or devil ; fame tells us, that
st, Dunftan frequently convers'd with him, and final-
ly, took him by the nofe; and io of others.

But, in thefe modern ages of the world, he finds it
mueh mare to his purpale to work under-ground, as
1 have obferv'd, and to kzep upon the referve; focthat
we have no authentic accounts of his perfonal appear-
ance, buot what are very anjjent, or very ramots from
our Faith, as well as our inguiry.

11 feems to be 2 quellion, that would bear fome des
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bating, whether all apparitions are not devils, or from:
the devil ; but there heing fo many of thofe appari-
tions, which we call fpirits, which really «flume {hapes,
and make appearances in the world, upon fuch ac:
comnts as, we know, Satan himfelf feorns to be ems
ploy'd in, that I mull difmifs the queflion in favour
of the devil s affuring them, that as he never willing-
Iy did any goad in his life, fo he would be far from
giving himfelf the trouble of fetting ons foot into the
worll, on fuch an errand; and, for that reafon, we
may be affur’d thofe certain apparitions, which we
are told eame 1o detedl a marderer in Glouceflerthire,
and ‘others, who appear’d to prevent the ruining an
orphan, for want of finding a deed that was not loll,
was certainly fome other power equally consern'd, xad
not the devil, - '

On the other hand, neither will it follow, thatsa
tin never appesrsin human (bape; for the' everyap-
parition may nol be the devil, yet it does not follow,
that the devil never makes an apparition: Alll{hall
fiy to it is, @s I hawe mentioned before, that, gene-
rally fpeaking, the devil finds it mose for his purpels,
to have his intereft in the world propagated another
way; namely, in private; and his peribnal appeae-
ances are relecv'd for things only of extraerdinary con.
fequence, and, as I may fay, of cvident neceflity, wheve
his hanour is concern'd, and where his interelt could
be carried on no other way j-not [orgetting to take
notice, that this is very feldom,

It remains to inquire, what then thofe things are,
which we make fo much ftir about, and which are
call'd apparitions, or fpirits afuming human fhapes,
sad (hewing themfelves 1o peaple on particular ocea~
firns ? W hether they are evil fpirits, or good ! And
the', indeed, this is out of my way at this time, and
“does not relate atall tothe devil's hiltory, yet 1 thought
i not amils to mention its (u.) Becaufe, as 1 have
fid, 1 do not wholly exclude Satan from all concern
04
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o duch things s and, (2.} Becaufe I fhall difmifs the
queftion with fo very fhort an anfwer; namely, that
we may determine which are, and which are nor, the
devil's, by the errand they come vpon; every oneto
his own bufinefs ; if it comes of a good errand, you
may certainly acquit the devil of it, conclade him in-
nocent, and that he has no hand in it ; if it comes of
awicked and devilith errand, you may e’en take himup
upon fufpicion, 'tis ten to one but you find him at the
bottom of it.

Nt to-apparitions, we find mankiod difturb'd by
abundance of little odd referv’'d ways, which the de-
vil is rewdly fufpe&ed of having an hand in, foch
as dreams, noifes, vices, &c. fmells of brimftone, can-
dles burning blue, and the like.

As to dreams, I have nothing to fay in Satan’s pre-
Jjudice at all there; I make no queftion but he deals
very muchin thatkind of intelligence ; and why (hould:
henot? Weknow heaven itfelf formerly convers'd very
often with the greatcft of men, by the fame method ;
and the devil is known to mimic the methods, as well
a5 the aftions of his maker; whether heaven has not
quite left off thar way of working, we are not cermain;
bat we precty well know the devil has notleftit; and
Lbelieve fome inftances may be given where his wor-
fhip has been really feem and talk’'d to in fleep, as much
as if the perfon had been awake with his eyes open.

Thefe are to be diflinguil’'d too, pretty much by
the goodnelsor badnels of the fubje® : How often have
en committed murder, robbery, and adultery, ina
dream; -and, at the fame time, except an extracedi.
nary agitation of the foul, and exprefs’d by extraor.
dinary noilcs in the {leep, by violent fweating, and
othsr fuch: ways, the head has never been removeds
from the pillow,. or the body fo much as turned io the
bed |

Whether in fuch cafes, the foul, with all the paffi-
casand affetions, being agitated, and giving their full
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affint to the i@, of whatever kind foever, the man
is not as guilty as f the fins fo dream'd, &f his' com -
mitting, had been aftually committed 2 tho® it be no
doubt to me, bot that it is fos yet, asit is foreipnto
the prefent affuir, and not at all relating to the des
¥il's hiltory, I leave it to the reverend doftors of the
church, as properly belonging to them to decide.

I knew a perfon whome the devil fo haunated with
gaked women, fAnre beautiful ladies in bed with him,
und ladies of his acquaintance too, offering theic fu-
voors to himy and all in his ffeep; fo that he fldom
fi-pt without fome fuch entertainment; the particu-
lars are too grofs for my (lecy ; but he gave me feve
ral long accounts of his night's amoeurs; asd beinga
man of a virtwous life, and good merals, it was the
preatelt furprize to him imaginable ; for you cannot
doubt but that the cunning devil made every thing be
sfted to the life with him, and in a manper the mo't
wicked ; he own'd with grief to me, that the very
firft attack the devil mad: upon him, was witha very
beantiful lady of his acquaintance, whom he 11-.&4-1 hl::‘u
peally fomething freer than ordinary with, ia thee
common converfation ;- The lady he brought to h_m:l.
in a polture for wickednels, and wrought'up his 51
dination fo high ia his fleep, that he, as he thought,
aftually. went about to-debauch her, {he not at alires
fiings but that he wak'd in the.very moment, 10
his particular fatisfaftion. i

He was greatly concerned at thispast; samely, that
he really gave the confent, of his will to the falt; and
wanted to know, if he was not as guilty of adultery, a5
it he had lain with her; indeed he decided the quel-
tion againft himfelf fo forcioly, thae I, who was of
the fame opinion before, had nothing to fuy agiiolk
it; however, I confirmed him in it, by afking him

efe qneltions, A
n i :l\ hether he did pot think the devil had the chis

0 5.
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hand in {uch a dream? He anfwered, it could
certainly be nobody elle, it muft be the devil,
2.1 then afk'd him what reafon the devil could
have for it, if bis confent to the fa& in{leep bad
nat been erimpal 2 That's true indeed, fayshe;
lam anf{wered : Butthen he atk’d another quefti-
an, which, I confefs, is not ealy toanlwer; name-
ly, how he fhould prevent being ferved fo again,

Nor could all my divinity, or his own, keep the de-
vil from attacking him again; on the other hand, as
1 have faid, he worried him to that degree, that he
injured his health, bringing naked women to himj
fometimes one, fométimes another, fometimes in one
pofture of lewdnels, fometimes in another, fometimes
into his very arms ; fometimes with fuch aduitions as
1 am not merry enough, and fometimes {uch as 1 am
not wicked encugh, to putinto your heads ; the man,
indeed, conld not help it ; and fo the devil was more
faulty than he 3 bur, as I hinted to bhim, he might
bring his mind to fuch a flated habit of virtue, as to
prevent its affenting to any wicked motion, even in
{leep, and that would be the way to putan end to'the
strempt 3 and this advice he relithed very well, and
prafiifed, 1 believe, with [nccels,

By this fame method, the fame devil injeéts power-
ful incentives to other crimes; provokes avariee, by
laying a great quantity of gold in your view, and no
body prelent, giving you an epportunity to ftealit, or
fome of ir, at the fame time, perbaps, knowing your
circumfances to be (uch, a5 that you are at that time
in a great want of the money,

1 knewanother, who, being a tradefman, and in great
difirefs for money in his bufinels, dream'd that he was
walking all alone in a great weod, and that he meta
lirtle child, with a bag of gold inite hand, anda
fine necklace of diamonds on itsneck: Upon the fight,
his wants prefently difiated o him to rob the child;
the little innocent creature (jull fo he dream'd) pot
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being able to refiity or to tell who it was; Accord-
ingly he confénted totake the money from the child,
and then, to take the dizmond necklace from it too
and did fo. ¥
 But the devil (a full teflimony, as I teld him, that
it was the devil), not contented with that, hinted 0
him, that perhaps the child might, fome time or ather,
know him, and fingle him out, by erying er pointing,
er fome fuch thing, efpecially if he was fofpedled, anl
'h\‘-?'d to it 3 and therefore it would be better for him
to kill the child, prompting him to kill'itior hisowa
fafety, and that he need do po more but twill the neck
of it a litt'e, or ernih it with his knee; he tald me he
fiood Jebating with himfelf, whether he {hpuld do o
ormoty but that, in that inftant, his heart (trock Lim
with the word murder, and he entertain’d an horrot
of it, refuled to do it, and immediately waksd,
' H: told me, that when he wak'd, he found hinfell
in fo violent a {weat, as he never had known the like;
that his pulie beat with that heat and rage, that it was
like & palpitation of the heart 1o him; and that the
sgitation of his fpirits was fuzh, that he wasnot fully
compafed in fome hours: tho’ the fatisfadlion and joy
that atténded him, when he found it was buta dream,
aflited much to return his {pirits to their due tempe-
rament,

It is neither my bufinels or inclination to tura di-
vine here, nor is-the age T wrive to fufficiently grave
1o relith a Termon, if T was difpofed to preach, though
they mauft allow the fubjeit would very well bear ity
bat 1 (hall only afk them, if they think this iz ot tha
dewil, what they think icis f If they believe it is the
devil, they will adt accordingly, I hope, of let iva-
lone, as Satan and they can agree about it.

{ fhonld not oblige the devil over much, whateverl
might do to thofe that read it, if 1 (hould enter hiers
upon a debate of interefts joviz. o inquirs whether
the devil has nota valt advantage Bpod mankiod this

06
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way, and whether it is not much his interel to pre-
firve it 1 Aad il 1 prove the affirmative. 1leave it tor
you toinguire, ‘whofe intereft it is to difappoint and:
fopplant him,

In fhert; Ttake dreams to be the fecond belt of the
advantages the devil hasover mankind 3 the fielt; 1 fup -
pofz, you all koow, viz. the treachery. of the gari.
fon within ; by dreams he may befaid to getinto the:
infide of us, without oppolition; herehe opens and locks
withour a key, aond, like 20 enemy laying fege o
fortified ciry, reafon and natore, the governor of the
city, keep him out by day, and keep the garrifon true
to their doty ;- bet-in the dark he gets- in, and par-
leys with the garrifon (the affe@lions. and paflions) ;
debavehes-their loyalty, flirving up them to difloyaltp
and rebelbong foithey betray their tenll, revolr, muos-
tiny, and go over to the befieger.

Phus he manages his interell, I fay; and infinuates
himlelFinto theinfide of ns, withont oor confent; nay,
withoutourknowlege; for, whatever {peculation mayp
do, 'tis evident demonltration does not-affilt us to dif-
cover; which way he gets aceefs to the foul; while the
organ tied up, snd dozed with fleep, bas lock'd itup
fromy adtion,  That it is fo, isclear ; but bow he does
it; is-a fecret, which Iido not find the antients or mo-
derns have yet made a difcovery of.

‘I hat devil of a creatnre, mother Lakland, whofe
ﬂm‘j‘ I mentioned above, acknowleged, that the firfk
vm¢ the devil attempted to.draw herin, to be a witch,
wis in @ dream 3 and even when fhe confented, fhe
faid, fhe was- bﬁl'.wnn feping and waking ;- that is,
fhedid novkrow whetherihe was awake or afleep ; and
the cunning devil, it feems, wag fatisfed with her af-
fint givenfo, when fhe was afleep, or oeither afleep

nor awake; fotaking theadvantage of her incapacity
to-aft rationally.

The Horiesiof her bewitching feveral people, and
whe wannerin which they dicd, arc foformidableand
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extravagant, that I care not to put any one's faith to
the {trerch about them ; tho® publifh’d by andmriqr,
and tellified by abondence of witnefles; buc this is
recorded in partienlar, and to my purpofe ; whethen
from her ewn mouth or not, 1'do'not fay ; namely,
a deleription: of a witch; and the differ-nce between
witches, -and thofe othr.r Satan’s acquaintance who
alt in his name,

1. They have confulted and covenanted with afpi=
w . Tty or dewil,

2, They have a deputy. devils [ometimes feverals

to ferve and alli them.

3: Thefe they employ as they pl::& - eall them by
name: and command their appearance in what-
ever (hape they think fic.

4y They fend them abroad to, or into, the perfons
whom they defign tobewitch » whom they always
torment, and often murder them, asmother Laks
land did ieveral,

As to the difference between the feveral devils that
appear; it relates to the office of the perions whoem-
ploy them; as;conjurers, who feem to command the
particular devil that waits upon them with more ag-
thoricy ;s and raife them, and Jay them, at pleafure ;
drawing circles, calting figures, and the like; but the
witch, in.a more familiar manner, whilpers with the
devili keeps the devil in & bag, or & fack; fometimes
in her pocket ; and thelike; and, Jike Mr, Faux, (hews
tricks with him,

But all thefe kinds deal moch in dreams; talk with
the dewil in their fleep i and make other people talk:
with him in their leep too; and 'tis on this. oceafion
Ymention it here:; in fhort, the devil may well rake:
this opportunity with mankind, for not half the world
that came into his meafures would comply, it they were
awake;  bus of that hereafter,

And yethis thusinfinuating him{ifby dreams dnu

petdeem fufficient, in my opinion, to anfwer the devil's
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end, and to carry on his bulinels; and therefore we
muft be forced toallow hima kind of a&ual polfeilion,
in particnlar eafes, and that in the fouls af fome peos
ple, by diff:rent methods from others,  Luther is of
the opinion, that the devil gets a familiarity with (bms
fouls jult at, or rather before, their being embodied ;
as to the manner and method how he gets in, that is
another queftion, and may be ipoken of by irfelf; be-
fides, why may not he, that at Satan’s requeft, to en-
ter into the herd of fwine, faid, go, give the fame come
miffion to poflefs & fort of creatores fo many degrees
below the dignity of the Gadarenian fwine, and open
thedoar toeo ! Bat as for that, when our Lord faid,
go, the devil pever inquired which way he (hould get
in,

When then 1 fee nations, or indeed herds of nati-
ong, fet on fire of hell, and, as I may fay, inflamed by
the devil ; when I fee towns, parties, faflions, ande
rabbles of people, vifibly polfefid; ‘ris enough to me
that the great mafler of the devils has faid to him,
goy there's no need to ivquire which way he finds o-
pen, or at what poltern-gate he getsing as to hisap.
pearing, 'tis plain he olten gets in withoot appearing ;
and therefore the gqueflion about his sppearing fhll
remains @ doubt, and is not very ealy to be refolved,

In the feripture we have fome light into it, and
that is all the help 1 find from antiquity ; and it goes
a great way to folve the phenomena of Satan's appear-
ing. What I mean by the {eripture giving fome light
to ity is this: *Tis f@id in feveral places, and of feve-
ral perfoms; God came to them in a dream, Geo. xx.
3+ * God came to Abimelech in @ dream by night,
¥ Gen. 3xxi. 240 And came to Laban the Syrisn in
g dream, Matt, ii. 13, Theangel of the Lord ap-
& peared to Jofeph in a dream.”  Short comments hre
fufficicnt to plain texts: Applying this to my friend,
when he wanted to be {atisfied about the how, relat-
ing to his dredm ; iz, how be fhould come to dream
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fach wicked things 1 1 told him, in (hort the cafe was
plain, The devil came to him in 2 dream by night:
How, and in what mannecr, he tormed the wicked re-
prelentations, and fpread debutched appearances be-
fore his fancy, by real whilpers and voice, accordmg
ta Milten, or by what other methods, the learned are
not arrived to any certainty aboutit, -

This leads me neceflarily to juquire, whether the
devil, or fome of bis agents, are not alwaysin our
tompany, whether they make any vifible appearances
orno ! For my part, [ make no queftion of ity how elfe
could he come at the knowlege of what wedo? foras
Ican allow him no prefcicnce at all, as for many rea-
fors I have obferved already, he maull be able to fee
and know us, and what we are about, when we know
nothing of him, or elfe he could know nothing of us
and our affairs, which yet we find otherwife; and this
gives him infinite advantage to influence our adtions,
tojud z¢ of our inclinations,and to bring cur paflions to
clalh with our reafon, as they often do, and get the
better of it too.

All this he obtains by his being able to walk about
fuvifible, and tee when he is not feen, of which I have
fpoken already ; hence that moft wile and folid fugge-
fiion, that when the candles burn blue, the devilisin
the room s which greatfecretin nature, that you may
more fully be convinced of its imaginary reality, I
muft tell you the following flory, which 1 faw in @
letter dire@ted to a particular friend ; take it word for
word as in the letter, becanfe I do not make ﬂﬂ'f‘lf_
sccountable for the fads, but take them ad referen-

dum.

SIR A
E.had one day, very early in the moreing, and
W for the moft part of the day, a grett dealqurl'
rain with an high wind, and the clouds very thick
and dark all day.
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In the evening, the clondy thick weather continu-
ed, tho' not the rain; when, being ata friend’s hoof=
$n——- lane, London, sed feveral ladies, -and fome
gentlemen, in‘the room, befides two or three fervants
(For we hud been eating, ) the following interlude hap-
pen'd for our entertainment: When the cloth was
taken away, two large candles were brought upon tha
table, and placed there, with-fome bettles and glaffes
for the gentlemen, who, it feems, were intending to
drink, and bevery mérry ; two large wax candles wers
alfo fet on. another table, the ladies being going to
cards; alfo there were two-large candles in fconces o0
ver or near the chimney; and one more in a locking
glaf [conce, on a picr by the windaw.

With all this apparatus, the company [eparating fut
down ; the gentlemen at their table, and the ladics at
theirs, to play ssabove ; when, after fome time, the
gentlemun of the hoult fuid haliily toa fervant, What
a P—— ails the candles ? and, turning to the fervant,
raps out an oath or two, and bids him muff che can-
dles, for they burnt as if the devil was in-the room.

The fellow, going to fnuff one of the candles, fouffs
it oury at which, his mafler being ina pailion, the
fellow lights it again immediately at the other candle ;
and then, being in a little hurry, going to fouff the
other candle, fmoffed that out too.

The firft candle that was relighted (as is ufual in
fuch cafes) burn’d dimand dull for 2 good while ; and,
the other being ount, the room was much dackerthan
before; and a-wench, that ftood by the ladies table,
bawls ont to her miftrefs, law, madam! the candies
born blue | An old lady that fat by fays, ay, Betty,
fo they do. Upon this, one of the ladies ftarts up 5
mercy uponus | {aid fli- ; what is the matter? In this
unlucky moment another fervant, without orders, went
to thegreat pier fconce; and becaule, as he thought, he
would be fure te fnoffthe candle well, by offersto take it
down, but very wnhappily, I fay, the Dook came dnt,
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down fals the feonce. candle €8

- and ally and the looks
ing glafs broke all pisces, with an horrible noife;
however, the candle falling out of the fconce did not
go ont, but lay on the floor burning dolly, and as it
i ufnal on fuch cales, all one fide. Betty cries out
again, law, madam; that candle burns blue top; the
wery moment fhe faid this, the footman that had
thrown down the fconce, fays to his fellow fervant;
that came to his aflitance, 1 think the devil is in tha
candles to night ; and away he run. out of the room,
for fear of his maften.

The old lady, who, upon the maid Betty's notion
of the eandles barning blue, had her head jult full of
that old chimney corner {lory, the candles burn blue
when the fpirits are in the room, heard the footman
fay the word devil, but lieard nothing elfe of what
he faid; npon this, (he rifes up in a terrible fright,
and cries out, that the footman faid, the devil wasin
the room : =as fhe was, indeed, frighted out of her
wits, fhe frighted the ladies molt terribly ; and they
all Rarting up together, down goes the card table,
and put the wax candles out.

Mrs. Betry, that had frightad them ali, runs to the
feonce next the chimney; butthat having 2 long fnoff,
{he cried out it burnt bluetoo. and fhe dorft not rauch
it; in (hort, the' there were three candles lefe Rill
burning in the room, yet the ladies were all fo fright-
ed, that they and the maids too ran out of the par-
lour, fereaming Jike mad folks. T hc mafter, in 8
rage, kicked his firft man cut of the roomi and the
fecond man was roa cut 10 avoid, as 1 fzid before,
the lixe : fo that no fervant was to bz had, botall was
in. confufion.

The two other gentlemen, who were fitting at the
fieli table, kopt their feats, compoled and ealy tﬂﬂ_‘“ﬁhr
gnly concerned to {ee all the houle in fuch ’Iﬁ'gh‘i-
it was trus, they {aid, the candles h]urn: dim, and,
very oddiy ; but they could not perceive they buret
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blue; except one of thole over the chimney, and that
on the table, which mrn:hghud after the fellow had
fnuffed it oue.

However, the maid, the old lady, and the footman
that pulled down the feance, all infilf that the candles
burne bloe; and all pretend that the devil was cer-
tainly in the room, and was the occafion of it; and
they now come to me with the ftory, to defire my o~

- pimion of it.

This put me= vpon inguiry into the notion of ¢an-
dles burning blue when fpirits are in 2 room ; which,
upon all the fearchinto things, that [am able to make,
amounts to no more than this; thar upon any extra-
ordinary emiffion of fulphureous, or of nitrous par-
ticles, either in & clof¢ room, orin any not very opsan
place, if the quantity be great, a candle or lamp, or
amy foch littie blaze of fire, will feem to be, or to burn
blue; and if then they ean prowve, that any fuch ef.
Buvia attend or are emitted from a {pirit, then when
Satao is at hand, it may be fo,

But then "tis begging the queftion grofly, becanfe
no man can affure us, that the devil has any {fulphure-
ous particles about him.

Tr is trize, the candles burn thus in mines and vanlts,
and damp places; and "tis as troe, that they will do
fo upon occalion of very damp, formy, and moift, air,
when an extraordinary quoantity of vapoars are fup.
poled o he difperféd shroad, as was the cafe when
this happened ; end if there was any thing of that in
it on that Monday night, the candles might, perhaps,
burn blue upen that cecalion; but that the devil was
abroad wpon any extraordinary bufinefs that nmighe,
that [ cannot grant, unlels T have fome better tellimo-
ny than the old lady that heard the footman's outery

but by halves, or than Mrs. Betty, who firlt fancied
the candles hurnt blue ; fo 1 muf I'ul.p:ud m-_r;udgm:n:
till I hear farther,

T his flory, however, may folve a great many of
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thofe things which pafs for apparitions in the world
and wliich are laid to the devil's :h.rg.’ tho® he I'HJ,.
ly may know nothing of the matter 5 and thig wuu!;
bring me to defend Satan in many things, whereinhe
:;l? tru.i_;r be faid to foffer wrarngfullj:; and if I
r;un;ghi ;: :‘:::i ::!igewl':;m. ;might ﬁ? fomething
word or two for an in'u::ii v:iw‘r‘ﬂl‘r“l o g
will. 1] evil, take it as you
1HFEL:&v ll: is certain, that as this invifibility of the de~

| is wery much to our prejudice, fo the dodtrine of
his vifibility is a great prejudice to him, as we make
ufe of it. ¥

By his invifibility he is certainly vefted with infinite
advantages againft us; while he can be prefent with
us, and we know nothing of the matrer, he informs
himfelf of all our meafures, and arms himfelf n the
beft and moft fuitable manner to injure and affzult us,
2s he can countera all our fecret concerted defigns,
difappoint all our {chemes, and, except when heaven
apparently concerns itfelf to ower rule him, can de-
feat all our enterprizes, break all our meafures, and
do us mifchief in almolt every part of our life; and
all this, becaulE we are not privy to all his motions,
as he is to ours.

Fut now for his vifibility and his real appearance in
the world, and particularly among his difciples and
emiffaries, fuch a8 witches and wizards, demoniacs,
ond the like ; here, 1 think Satan has a great deal of
lofs, fuffers manifelt injorys and has great injoitice
done him; =and that therefore T'ought to clear this
glatter up a lictle, if it be poflible, to do juftice to Sas
tan, and fet matters right in the world shoot him,
actording to that ufeful old maxim, of fetiing the
fuddle upon the right hor fe, or giving the devil his
dud,

Firlt, as 1 have faid, we are not to believe every i-
dle head, who prr.r.cnds even o converle face to fice
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with the devil ; and who tell us, they have thas feen
him, and been acquainted with him every day: many
of thefe pretenders are manifelt cheats; and, however,
they would have the honour of a private intereft in
him, and boalt how they have him at their beck ; cam
call him this way, and fend him that, as they pleafe ;
raife him, and lay him, when, and how, and as oftenr
as, they find for their purpofe ; I fay, whatever boalls
they make of this kind, they really have nothing of!
truth in them.

Now the injuries and injuftice dove to the devil, in
thefe cafes, are manifeft; namely, that they intitle the
devil to all the mifchief they are pleafed-to doin the
world ; and if they commit a murder, ora robbery,
fire an honfe, or do any a& of violence in the workd,
they prefently are faid to do it by the agency of the
devil, and the devil helps them; fo Satan bears the
reproach, and they haveall the gailty this is, (1.) &
grand cheat wpon the world; and ( 2.} A nomrious
flander upon the devil; and it woold be a public be-
nefit to mankind, 1o have fuch would-be-devile as thefs
turned infide out, that we might know when the de-
vil was really at work among us, and when not; what
mifchiets were of his doing, and which were not; and
that thefe fcllows might not (ip their necks out of the
halter, by continnally laying the blame of their wick.
ednefs npon the devil,

Not that the devil is not very willing to have hiz
band in any mifchief, or in all the mifchief that is
done in the world ;. but there are fome low priced ro-
#ueries that are too little for him, beneath the digni-
ty of his operation, and which *iis really a fcandal 1o
the devil to charge upon him. ¥ remember the de-
vil had fuch a cheat put upon him in Eaft Smithficld
ence, where a perfon pretended to converfe with the
devil face to face, and that in open day too, and o
canle him to tell fortanes, foretel good and evil, &c,
difcover flalen goods; tell where they were who fole



them, and how to find them again ; nay, and even to
find out the thieves: buot Satan was really flandered
in the ecafe; the fellow had no more to do with the
dewvil 'H:ul_:l other people, and perhaps not fo much nej-
ther ¢ this was one of thofe they called cunning men,
or &t lealt he endeavoured to pafs for fuch an one;
but ‘twasall a chear,

« Befides, what had the devil to do to deted thieves,
and reflore ftolen goods? Thieving and robbing,
trick and cheat, are part of the craft of his agency,
#nd of the employmenis which ivis his bufinefs to en-
courage t they greatly miftake him, who thiak he will
afliit any bo & in fupprefling and dete@ing fuch lauda-
blearts, and tuch diligent fervants,

1 won't (ay, but the devil, to draw thefe people, we
call eunning men,. into 4 (mare, and to pufh on his fac-
ther defigns, may encourge them privately, and in a
minner that they them(elves know nothing of, to make
ule of his name, and abuofe the world about him, till
at laft chey may really believe they do deal with the
devil, when indeed, tis only he deals with them, and
they know nothing el the matter,

In other cafes, he may encourage them in thefe lit-
tle frauds and cheats, and give them leave, as above,
to make ufe of his name, to bring them afterwards,
and by degrees, to have a real acquaintance with him i
fo bringing the jelt of their trade inte carnelt, till at
length, ||m-.np:,‘ing them to commit {ome great villainy,
lie fecures them to be his own, by their very fear of
lis leaving them to be expofed to the werld; thushe
puts a Jopathan Wild upon them, and makes them be
the very wretches they only pretended to be before:
fo old Parfons, of Clithroe, as fame tells, was tweaty
five years a cunning man, and twenty Lwo years &
witch; that is to fay, for five and twenty years he
was only pretending to deal with the devil, when Sa=
tan and he had no mannesrof acquaintance, and he s
ly put bis leger de main upon the people in the devil's
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name, without his leave ; bot, at length, the devil's
patience bsing tired quite out, he told the old coun-
terfeit, that, in fhort, he had been his flalking borfe
long enoughs and that now, if he thonghe fit to en-
ter himfelf, and take a commiffion, well and good ;
and he fhould have a leale to carry on his trade for fo
many years more, to his heart’s content; but if not,
he would expole his koavery to the world, for that he
fhould take away his people’s trade no longer; but
that he (Satan) would fet up another in his room, that
fhould make a mere fool of him, and carry away all
his cultomers,

Upon this, the old man confidered #.it, took the
devil's countel, and lilted in his pay; fo he, that had
plaid his pranks twenty five years as a conjurer, when
he was noconjurer, was then forced really to deal with
the devil, for fear the people fhould know he did not:
till now, he had, ambsdexter, cheated the devil on
one hand, and the people on the other 3 butthe devil
gained his point at lalt, and fo he was a real wizard
ever after,

But thisis not theonly way the dewil is injured nei-
ther; for we have often found people pretend upon
him in other cafes, and of fearer concern to nim a
great deal, and in articles more weighty, as, in par-
ticular, in the great bufineds of politffion. It is true
this point is not thoroughly underflood among men,
neither has the devil thooght fit to give us tholz illu-
minitions about it, as L believe he might do; partis
cularly that great and importaat article is not, for
aught | can fee, rightly expliined ; namely, whether
there are not two fevernl kinds of pofliffion; wiz,
fome wherein the devil pollelfes os, and fome in which
we really pollefs the devil ; the nicety of which, 1
doube, this age, with all its penstration, is not qua-
lifizd to :ép‘lnin; and a differtation upon it, being too
long for this werk, efpecially o pearits conclufion, I
am obliged to omif, as 1 am alfp the pradical dil- *
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courfes wpon the ufefalnels and -advantages of real
polfeflion, whether confidered one way o other o
mankind, all which T muft leave to hereafter.

But to come back to the point in hand, and to con-
fidee the injuftice dome to the devil, in the varions
trns and tricks which men put upon him very often
in this one article ; viz. pretending o pofleflion, and
to have the devil in them, when really it is not fo;
certainly the devil muft take it very ill, to have all
their demented, lunatic, tricks charged upon him;
fome of which, nay, moft of which, are fo grofs, fo
fimple, fu empty, and fo lictie to the purpofe, that
the devil mult be afhamed to fee fach things paf in
his name, or that the world (hould think he was con~
cerned in them. :

1t s true, that peflefion being one of the principal
pirces of the devil’s artifice in his managing man-
kind, and in which, with the molt exquilite fkill, he
plays the devil among vs, he has the more redfon to
be affronted, when he finds himfelf invaded in this
part, and angry, that any body fhould pretend to poi-
{efs, or be poflefled, withoot his leave ; and this may
be the reafon, for anghr we know, why {o many blua-
ders have been made, when people have pretended to
it without him, and he has thought fit not to own
them in it; of which we have maoy examples in hil-
tory, s in Simon Magus, the devil of London, the
fuir maid of Kent, and f{sveral others, whofe hiftory it
is not worth while to enlarge upon.

It thort, pofleffions, as [have faid, are mice things:
45 it is not fo caly to mimic the devil in that part, asit
may be in fome other; defigning men have attempt-
ed it often ; but their manner has been eafily diftin-
guihed, even without the devil’s afliltance,

Thus the people of Salem, in New England, pre-
tended to be bewitched, and that a black man torment=
¢d them by the inftigation of fuch aad fuch, whom

they refolved to bring to the gallows: this black man



136  The Modern HisTory

they would have to be the deﬂ! employed by theper-
fon'whom they accufed for 2 w:tch thus making the
devil @ pags, or & foatman, to the wizard, to go and
worment whomever the faid wizard commsanded, tll
thie devil himfelf was [o weary of the foolilh part, that
bie left them to go on their own way; and aclafl they
over adted the murdering part fo far, that when they
confelled themfelves to be witches, and poifeiled, and
that they had correfpondence with the devil, Satan
1ot appearing to vouchfor them, ne jury would con-
demn them upon their own evidence, and they could
not get themlelves hanged, whatever pains they took
to-bring it to pafs;

Thus you fee the devil may be wronged; and fallly
acculed, in many particulars, und often has been fo;
there are likewife fome other forts of connterfeit de-
vils i the world, fuch as gy, (s fortunetellers, fore-
teliers of good and bad luck, ltllers of winds, raifers
of ftarins, and many more, {ome pradtifed among us,
fome in foreign parts, too many almoit to reckon op ;
nay, | almoit doubt, whether the devil himfelf knows
all the forts of them ; for 'ts evident, he has lictle or
nothing to do with them, I mean not in the way of
their crall,

Thefe [ take to be interlopers; or, with the Goinea
merchants leave, feparate traders, and who a® under
the fereen and proteftion of Satan's power, but with-
out his licence or authority; ne doubt thefe carry
away a great dedd of his trade; that is to fay, the
trade which otherwile the devil might have carried
on by agents of his own: I cannot but [ay, that while
thele people would fan be thought devils, tho' they
really ure not, it is but juil they hould be really made
as much devils as they pretend to be, or that Satsn

{hould do himfelf joftice upon them, as be threatened
to do upon old Parfons, of Glithrae, above mentions
ed, and let the woeld know them.
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CHAFP X

Of divination, foreery, the black art, pa=ivawing, and
Juch like pretenders to devilifin ; and bow far the
divil is, or ir mat, concerned in them.

HO' I am writing the hiftory of the devil, [

have not ucdertaken to do the like of all the
kinds of people, male or female, who fet up for de-
vils in the world ; this would be a tafl for the devil
indeed, and fit only for him to undertake ; for their
number is, and has bren, prodigious great; and mar,
with his other legions, be ranked ameng the innume-
rable.

What a world do we inhabit! where there is mot
only with us a great roaring lion dewil d ily feeking
whom of us he may devour, and ‘nnumerabl= millions
of iefler devils hovering in the whole armofphic: 0=
ver us, nay, for sught we know, othier milliens al-
ways inviflibly moving about us, and perhaps, in us,
or at leall in many of usy hut that have, befides all
thefe, a valt muny eounterfeit nocns-pocns devils
human devils, who are yifible among us, of oor own
fpecies and fraternity, converfing with us apon sl oe-
cafions 3 who like mountecbanks fet up their Rages
in every town. ehat with us at every tea tables, con.
wibfe with us in every © ff=e houfe, and impudently

| s to our faces, that they are devils, boalt of ity
and ufe a thouland tricks and arts to make us belicve
lttoo, and that too often with fuccais.

*" It muft be confelled v ere is a firong propenfity in
man's nature, efpecially the more ignorant part
mankind, to refolve every lirange thing, or whether

* peally ftrange or 00, i it be but frange to us, isto

devilifm, and to fay every thing is the devil, that they
can give no account of. i
Thus the famous doflors of the facalty at Paris,
when John Fauftus pronght the firlt printed book that
P
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had then been feen in the world, or at leafl Cen there,

into the city, and foid them for mannferipts; they

were [urprized at the performance, and queiliened

Faullas about it ; bat he affirming they were manu-

feripts, and that he kept a great many clerks e ploy-

el to write them, they were futisfied for a while,

But looking farther into the work, they oblerved
the exadt agrecment of every book, one with another,
that every line ftood in the fame place, every page &
like nomber of lines, every line a like number of
words ; ifa word was mif fpzlcin ons, it was mil-{pelt
alio in all; nay, that if there was a blaot jn ane, it
was dlike in all; they began again to mule, how this
fhould be? Ina word, the learned divines, not being
able to comprehend the thing (and that was always
fufficient), concluded it mufl be the devil ; that it was
denc by magic and witcheraft; and thae, in Mhore,

spoor Fioltos fwho was indeed nothing but a mere
printer) dealt with the devil,

N. B. John Fauflos was fervant, or jouneyman, or
-eompalitor, or what yoa pleafe to call it, to Ko.
fier, of Harlem, thefrll-inventer of printing; and
hawing printed the pfalter, fold them at Paris, as
manulcripts ; becaufe, as fuch, they yiclded a bet-
-ter price,

Bue the learned doflors, not being able to under.
fland how the work was performed, concluded as a-
bove, it was all the davil, and that the man was a
witch; accardingly they took him up for a magicidn,
and a conjurer, and one that worked by the hlack
art; that is to fay, by the help of the devil; and, in
a word, they threatened to hang him for a witeh ;
and, in erder to it, commenced a procefs agzinft him
in their erim’nal courts, which made fuch a noife
in the world, as raifed the fame of poor John Fau-
ftus to u fiightful height, till at laft he wasz obliged,
for fear of the gallows, to difcover the whole fecre:
to them.
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M. B. This is the true original of the famous Dr
Fauftus or Foller, of whom we have believed [l B
firangs things, as that it is become a pr-uverh“
%.r:a.;l a3 the dm'l} and Dr, Folter : whereas p.;,::

aolius was no
et st TR R s
in::ﬂ’ ﬂ‘ mlf‘E'F&ﬂ"H of Bern, in Switzerland, find-

& gang o French adors of puppet thew opened
their (fage in the town, upon hearing the furprifin
accounts which the people gave of their wnndurﬁ.ﬁ
puppets, how they made them fpeak, aniwer queilions.
and dilcourfe, appear and difappear in a mament:
Eii:fh:‘ir:;:ﬁ. [:f: lh:i.:i:l[;: ﬂutdat' the carth, and
it ' : z anifhed, 20 abl.!nd:inl:lf mors
¢ rt, cenlure ; the_m as demons; and, if they

ad not packed up their trinkets, and difappeared, al-

moft as dextroufly as their puppets, they had certain.
Iy condemned the poor puppets to the flames lorde:
vils, and cenfured, :f pot otherwile punithed, their
mafters, See the count de Rochfort’s memoirs, p.
179,

Wonderful operations aftonifh the mind, efpeciaily
where the head is notover purdened with brains; and
coflom has made it fo natoral to give the devil either
the honour or {candal of every thing, th-t w= cannot
otherwife account for, that it is not poffible to Pt
the people out of the road of it.

The Magicians WEre, in the Chaldean monarchyy
called the wifemen j and tho' they are jnined with the
{orcerers and allrologers inthe fame place, Din. i, 2.
yet they were generally {o underltood among thofe
people ; but in our languags we pnderftand them ta
be people that have an art (0 raveal fecrets, interpret
dreams, foretel events, &c, and that ufe inchantmsats
and foreeries ; by all which we anderftand the fame
thing; which now in a more valgar Way We exprefi
by one general coarle expreflion, dealing with the de-
vil.

Pa
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The feripture fpeaks of a fpirit of divination, Afs
xvi, 16, and a wench that was poffeffed by this {pirit
bronght her maller much gain by foothfaying; thae
is to fuy, according to the learnsd, by oracling, or
anfwering quellions; whence you will fee inthe mac.-
gin, that this {foothfaying devil is there callad P}'ihnﬂ,
that is, Apollo, who is often called Python, and who
at the oracle of Delphos gave out fuch anfivers, and
coulile entendres, as this wench pofiibiy did; and
henee all thofe {pirits which were called fpirits of di.
viration, were in another finfe called Pythons,

Now ‘when the apoltle 8t Paul came to fee thic
erenture, this fpiric takes upon it te declare, thar thafs
men, meaning St, Paul and Timotheus, were the far-
vants of the molt high God, which thewed unto them
the way of {alvation. This was a good turn of the
devd, 1o preferve bis authority in the polfeficd girl;
tliz beanght them gain by foothfaying; thatis to fay,
refolving difficule gueftions, anlfwering doubts, inter-
preting dreams, &c, among thefe doubrs, he makes her
give tellimony to Paul and Timotheus, 1o wheedle in
with th: new Chriftians, and perhaps (tho? very ig-
norantly) even with Punl and Timothens themielves,
fo to give a Lind of credit and refped to ber for fpeak-
ing.

But the devil, who pever fpeaks trath, baot with
fome finilter end, was difcovered here, and detedted:
his flattering recoznition not accepted, and he him-
f2If unkennslied as he deferved; there the devil was
over (hot in his own bow again,

Here now was a real poffeflion, and the evil fpirits
who peflefled her, did dtoop to fundry little ads of
fervitude, that we could give little or oo reafon for,
cnly that the girl's maller might get money by her;
lyut perhaps this wias a particular cafe, and prepared
to honour the authority and power the apoltles had
over evil fpirits,

Hut we find thefe things carried a great way farther
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in many cafes; that isto fay, where the parties ure
thu" Tﬁa.l!:f Pnlrl:lrl:’d= ﬂ-]lﬂtl!‘, t-h'ﬂ dﬁ'u makel. ﬂggn{s
of Lhc. poll:{lzd parties to do many things for the pro-
pagating his interclt and kingdom, and particularly
for the carrying on his dominion in the world : but
am for the pre ent not {o much vpon the real paffeli-
on as the prerendedj and particelarly we have had
many that have helieved themielves poileffed, whea
the d_wi!. never believed it of them, and perhaps
kuew them betters fome ol thelz ars really poor de-
vils, to bz piticd, and are wiap T call diables dwraji-
aairer; thele have, notwithitanding, done the desil
good fervice; and bronght their mafters good gain by
foothiaying.

We find poffclions acknowleged in feripture to be
really and perfonally the devil, or according to the
text, legions af devils in the plural. The devil, or
dexils rather, which poffefled the man among the
tombs, is politively afirmed to be the devil, in the
feriptore ; all the evangelifts agree in calling him fo
and his very works {liaw it; namely, the milchief he
did, as well to the poor Creature AMONE the tombe,
who was made {o fizree, that k= was the terror afalk
the coantry, as to the herd of fwine, and the
country in the lofs of then. /

I might preach you & lefture here of the devil’s
terror upon the approach of aur gaviour, the dread of
his gm-:mment. and how he aeknowleged that there
was a time for his torment, which was not yet comes
Art thou come o rorment us before oor time=?  ltis
evident the devils nppruhended that Chrift would
chain them up before theday of judgment; andthere-
fore fome think the devil ‘here, being: me it WS,
caught ook of his dus bounds, pnl’Fcf_ﬁng the poor
man in fach a furions manner, Wis ﬂfﬂ_‘ld- and petitic
oned Chrilt not to chain him up for it dud, #s the
rext fays, 1hey belought him o {uffze tham o goa-
way, Sc. that isto a7 when they fay, art thou come

: 3
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to tormeat us before the time? the meaning is, they
begged be would not czft them into torment before
the tiae, which was already fivred; but thae if he
wonld calt them oot of the man, he would let them
g0 away, Jen,

The évangelilt St. Luke fays, the devils befought
him, that he would not command them to go out in-
to the deep: cur learpned annotarers think that part
is oot rightly rendered § adding, that they do not be-
Heve the devil fears drowning: buty with fubmifli-
on, I belicve the meaning is, that they wounld not be
confined to the vt ocean, where no inhabirants being
to be dren, they wounld be cffe@ually imprifoned and
tied down from doinz mifchicf, which would be an.
Lell to themy as to their going into the fwine, that
might #fard us fome allegory; but I am not difpol-
ed to jelt with the feripture; no not with the devil
neithar, further than nesds mulk,

It is evident the devil mukes ufe of very mean in-
{lruments fometimes, foch as the damfl polel=d with
a fpirit ol divination, and {everal others,

] remember a flory, how troe 1 know mot, of a
weak creatnre, next door to an idiot, who was efta-
blifhed in the cogntry for an oracle, and would tell
people Brange things that fhould be, long before they
came to pafi § when people were fick, would cell them
whether they fhould live or die; if people were mar-
ried, tell how many children they (hould have; and
an hundred fuch things as filled the people with ad-
miration; #nd they were the safier brought to believe
that the gicl was poflefled ; but then they were divid.
ed about lier too, and that was the finell fpun thread
the devil covld work, for he carried & great point in
ity fome faid (he had a good fpirit, and fome a bad ;
fome fuid ths was a prophetefs, and fome that [he
was the deyil,

Now, kad T been there to decide the queftian, &

fhould girtujely have given itfor the latter ; if ic were
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nly upon this account; namely, that the devil h:5
uﬁ.r.nfqu fools very neceliry agents for the prapa-
gating his fn_uu& and kingdom, but we never knew
the gu:nd fpirits dofo; on the ather hand, it does not
fu::n likely that heaven {hould deprive a ponr creaturs
ofits fenfes, and as it were take her foul from her, and
:z::z:::ul:er an inftrument of inftrudion to athers
« to declare its decrees by 5 thisdoes not

fezm to be rational,

But as far as this kind of Jivination is in ufe in our
days, yet | do not find room to charge the devil withe
making any great ule of fools, unlefs it be fuch as be
has particularly gqualified for his work 1 lor as toidi-
ots and naturals, they are perfedily ufelefsto him ; but
a fort of fools calied the magi, indeed, we have foms
reafon to cthink he often works with,

WWe are not arrived ata cértainty yet, in thefet
tling this great paint} namely, what magic is? whe-
ther & di sbolical wrt ora branch of the mathematics !
Our modl learned L-xicon Technicum is of the lawes
opinion, and gives the magic fguare, and the magi
jantern, TS0 terms of art.

The magic fquare iz when nombers in arithmetical
proportion ATE diipofed into foch parallels, or equal
panks, as that the fums of each row as well diagonal-
Iy as jaterally fhall be all equal forexampie, 2235 &
52 65 71 By 91 10 place thefs nine in 2 {quare of thred,
they will dire&ly and diagonally make 18. Thus
*'5-—;;'";- 1 his he calls the magic fquare, bt
3 = gives 1O reafon for the LET, por &Ry #c*

4 6 B_.__ count of what internal operations are

g -3 1 | wrought by this concurrence of the
Tombers ; peither do I fee that there can be any fuch
ule made ol it :

The magic lantsrn is an optic machine, by the
means of which are nprcl:nt:d. on awallin the dark,
many phantalms, and terrible appearancrs but 1o
il in all this; oply that they 7€ aken for the <
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fedte of magie, by thole that are not acquainted with
the fecreer,

#ll this is done by the help of feveral little painted
pieces of glafi, only fo-and fo fitnated, placed in cer-
tiin oppoiitions to one another, and painted with dif-
ferent figores, the moft formidable being placed fore-
moft, ind fuzh as are molt capable of terrifying the
fpedlators; and by this all the figures may be repre-
fepted npon the oppofite wall, in the largelt fize,

I cannot but take notice, that this very piece of op-
tic delufion fzems too much akin to the mock poffelli-
ons, and infernal accomplifhments, which molt of the
pofleflionilts. of this age pretend to, fo that they are
moft of them mere phantalms and appearances, and
ne more : nor is the fpirit of divination, the magic,
and necromancing, and other arts which were called
diabolical, found to be of any ufe in modern pradice;
at lealt, in thele parts of the world; but the devil
feems 1o do moft of his work himfelf, and by fhorter

methods ; for he has fo complete an influence among
thofe that he now lilts into his fervice, that he brings
all the common affairs of mankind into a narrow com.
Ppals in his management, with a dexterity peculiar to
himfclf, and by which he carries on his interelt filent.
ly and furely, much more to the detriment of virtne
and good government, and confequently much more
te his fatidfaction, than ever he did before.

There isa kind of magic or forcery, or what elfe
you may pleale to callit, which, tho' unknown to us,
s yet, it fcems, flill very muach encouraged by the de-
vil; but this is a great way off, and in conntries where
the politer infirnments, which he finds here, are not
to be had; aamely, amaong the Indians of North A-
merica: this is called pa wawing, and they have theic
divines, which they call pa-waws, or witches, who ufe
firange geftures, diRRortions, harrid fmokes, burnings,
and [eents, and feveral fuch things which the forcer-
ers and witches in antient lmes are faid to ufe in
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burain I:‘IL lnr i;d.“ e thie Late o ptrﬁ-,m; by
- g fuch an fuch htﬂ:ﬁt snd roots, fuch as helle-

&y wormwood, florax. devilwort, mandrake, night-
ﬂﬂdle. and abundance more fuch, which are called
noxious plants, or the produd of noxious plants; alio
m=ltm1..: fiach "and foch minerals, gums, und poifon-
pus things, and by feveral hellifh mutcerings and
markings over them; the like do thefe pa waws;
and the devi! is pleafed, it feams {or is permitted ), to
fall v with thefe things, and as fome people thik,
appears often to them for their affitance upon thule
occifions.

But be that ss it will, be is eafed ofall thattroakle
here; he can pa waw here himfelf, without their aids;
and, having laid them all afide, he pegotiates much
of his bulinefs without ambaffadors; he is his pwn
plenipotentiary ; for he finds man fo ealy to come at;
and fo caly when he is come at, that he ftands in 82
need of {ecret amiffaries, or ot Jealt not fo much as he
ufed to do.

Upon the whole; as the world, within the compals
of a few pall years, is advanced in all kinds of know-
ledyge and arts, and every nieful branch of what they
knew befare improved, and innumerable ufeful parts
of knowledge, which were coneealed before, are dif:
covered 3 why fhould we think the devil alone fhould
fand at a Qay, has taken 10 fleps to his farther ac
complilhment, and made no ufeful dilcoveries in his
way 2 T hat he alons (hould ftand at a Ray, and be
jaft the fame pnimproved devil that he was before ¥
No, no, s the world is improved every day, and every
age is grown wifer and wifer than their fathersi {0,
ao doubr, he has peftirred himizlf too, in order to an
ncreafe of knowledgeand difcovery, and that he fnds
every daya pearer way to g9 to work with mankind
than he had before. ;

Befides, as men in general feem 10 havealtsred their

P ;
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wanger, and that they move in an higher and more
exalted fphere, efpeci-lly as to vice and virtney o the
cevil miy hive been obliged to change his mealfures,
and alter Lis way of working; particularly, thofe
things which would take in former times, and which
a upid age would coine eafily into, won't go down
with us mow: as the tafle of vice and virtue alters,
the devil is furced to bait his hook with new compo-
fitions: the very thing called remptation is altered i
its nature; and that which ferved to delode ovr &an-
celtors, whole grofs conceptions of things canfed them
to be manageaule wich lefi arr, will not do now; the
cele is quite wltered; in fom: things, perhaps, as 1
hinted usove, we come into crime with eufe, and may
be led by a finger; but when we come to a more re.
fined way of finning, which oor anceftors never un-
derftood, other and more refined politics muft be made
ule of; and the devil has been pur upon many ufeful
prejedis and inventions, to make many new difcoveries
snd cxperiments to carry on his affairs; and, to fpeik
impartislly, e is Rrangely improved, cither in knows
ledge or experiment, within thele fow years ; he has
lound obta great many new inventions to fhorten his
awn labour; and carry en his bufinefs in the world
currently, which he never was malter of before, or
ar lealt we niever knew he was,

No wond:r then that he has changed hands ton,
and that he bas leflt off pa-wawing in thefc parts of
the world; that we don't find our houfes difturbed as
ihey uled to be, and the flools and chairs walking a-
bout cut of one room into another, as formerly; that
children don't vomit crooked pins, and rulty fub nails,
ssofeld; the air is not full of uoifes, nor the church
yard foll of hobgoblings; ghefts don't walk sbout in
winding fleets, and the good old feolding wives vific
and pligue theie bulbands after they are dead, as they
did when they were alive.

The age is grown too wilz to be agitated by thele
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doll feare erow things which their forefuther were
tickled with j Satan has becn ubliged to lay by his

ppet (hews, and  his tomblers; thofe things are
grown {tales his morrice danzing devils, his moonie-
banking and quacking, won't do nows; thofs things
a5 they may be fuppoled to be very troahlefome 10
pim (and but that he has fervants enough would be
chargeable too), are now of no great ufe ia the new
management of his affairs,

By a word, men are oo much devils themfelves, in
the fenfe that 1 have called them fo, to be fright=d
with foch little low priced sppearances as theley they
are better acquainted with the nld archange! tha {n,
and they feem to teli bim they mult be treited after
another manner, and that then, as they are good 04
rared and tra&able, he may deal with.them vpan Lt -
1er Lermis,

Hence the devil goes to work with mankind 2 much
fuorter way; for, inftead of the art of whehdling:}nd
whining, together with the Jaborious part of trick-
ing and fharping, hureying and driving, frighting
and teerilying, all which the devil was putio the

. trouble of before s in {hart, ke adts the grand manner
2t the archite@s call it (I don'c know whsther out
free malons may gad ritand the wordi a.m.i‘ thct-:fur:
1 may hereafter explain ity 35 it is to be disbelically
as well as mathematically underfteod).

At preient my meaning is, b
mediately and perfonally by @ ¢
mation, making them mere devils to .
JIi nesdful occalions, and d-:-.rilsfl:t; -::n:f lﬂf‘-“:“ 105
whenever he (Satan) has qeed of their fervicw

This Way i'i- :mhlr’ﬁing mankind in the d:v:l‘; plar.

. v neully VETT modern; a0 tho
feolar engagement, 18 really T E cedwith
the d=vil himfclf may bave heen long acq¥ it wtifz
the method, and, as 1 have heards b:g':: to pe

it tawards the clofe of tae Roman €mP i é
began Lo all upoR wery P: ;1:: princlples: And-spopm cin
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pable of the moft refined wickednels, and alterwards
with fome popes, who likewile were a kind of church
devils, fuch as Satan limifclf conld hardly expedt to
find in the worlds yet I do not find that he was ever
able to bring it into prattice, atlealt, not £ aniverfal-
Iy as he Joes now; buc now the cafe is altered, and,
men being gener lly more expert in wickednels than
they were formerly, they (uffer the (maller alteration
of the (pecies, in being tranfmigrated; in & word, they
turn into dewils, with no troehle atall hardly, either
to the d v, or 10 themflelves.

T his pacticular would wunt muoch the lefs explana-
tion, conld I obtain a licence fromSir Hellebore Worm-
wood, bart, or from my lord Thwartover, baron of
Scoundrel hall in the kingdom of Ireland, to write the
true hillory of their own condu®t; and how early,
and above all, bow eafily, they commenced devils,
without the leall impeachment of their charafters
as wile men, and withontany dimmnution of that papt
of their denomination which elfablithed them for
fools.

How many mad fellows appear among us every day
in the eritical jun&ture of their tranfmigration, jult
when they have o much of the man left as to be known
by their names, and enough of the devil taken up to
fettle their charafters! This eaflinefs of the devil's
accels to thele prople, and the great convenience it ig
o him in bis general bufinefs, is a proof to me that
he has 0o more cecafion for diviners, magicians, fors
cerers, and whatever elfe we pleafe to call thefe peo-
ple who were formerly fo great with him; for what
necafion has be to employ devils and wizards to con-
found mankiad, when he issrrived to fuch a perfedion

of art @5 to bring men, at lealt in thefe parts of the
world, tado it all themfelves 7 Ypon this account we
do pot find any of the old forcerers and divigers, ma~
yicians or witches, appear among us; not that the de-
wil might not be as well able to en p!ny fuch penpk
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Lo fml}h and qualify them for the employment
Loo, h“'f-‘thal:. really there isno need of them hereabour,
the devil having a fhorter way, and mankind being
much more eafily poffeffed ; not the old herd of [wine
were fooner agitated, tho! there was foll two thoulind
of them together; nature has opened the door, and
the dfvil. has egrefs and regrefs at pleafure, fo that
the witches and diviners are quits out of the queftion,

Nor lee any man be alarmed at this alteration in
the cafe, as it ftands between mankind and the devil,
and think the devil, having gained fo much ground,
may in time, by encroachment, come to a genaral
poflecflion of the whole race, and fo we (hould all come
to be devils incaraate ; 1 fay, let us not be alarmed ;
for Satan does not get thefe advantages by encroach-
ment, and by bis infernal power or art; muo, not at
all; bur'tis the man himfelf does it, by his indolence
and negligence on one hand, and his complaifance to
she devil on the other; and both ways he, as it were,
opens the door tohim, beckons him with his very hand
to come in, and the devil has nothing to do but enter
and take pofl-fion: now, if it be fo, and man is fo
frank to him; you know the devil is no fool, not to
take the advantage when 'tis offered him ; and there-
fore "tis no wonder if the confequences which I have
been jult now naming follow.

But let no man be difcouraged by this, from re-af-
fuming his natural and religious powers, and ventur-
ing to fhut the devil onty for the cafe is plain, he
may be lhut out; the foul is a firong calile, and has a
good garifon placed within, to d:ﬁ:ndl it, if the gari=
o0 behave well, and do their duty, it is impregnable,
and the cowardly devil moft raife his fiege, and h":'
gone ; DAY, he muolt fiy, or, as we call ity make h!s
clcape, left he be laid by the heeis ; that u,_!:!i his
weaknefs be expofed, and all his lurking, lying in wait,
ambulicade tricks : this part wouid beir a great cn-
Jargement; but I have not room to be witty upon
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lim; fo you mull take it in the grofs, the devil liesat
biye bufh, as oor country peaple cail it, to watceh your
coming out of your hold; and, if you happen to go
abroad unarmed, he feizes upon and mafters you with
tafe,

Unarmed ! you'll fuy; what arms fhould L take?
what fence againlt a flail ? What weapons can a man
take o fight the devil? I could tell you whatro ght
him with, aod what you might fright him with; for
the devil is to be frighted with feveral things befides
haly water § but it is too ferious for you, and you'll
tell me Iama preaching and a canting, and the like;
fo T muft ler the devil manage von, rather than difs
pleafe you with tulking feriprore and religion.

Well, but may not the devil be fought with fome
of his own wespons?  Is there no dealing with kim
ina way of human nature? This would require a
long anfwer, and fome philofophy might be afted, o
at leall jmitated, aod [ome magic, perhaps; for they
tell us, there are fpelis to draw away even the devil
himfelf; as in fome places they nail horfelhoes upon
the theefiold of the deor, to keep him one; in other
placss oid pieces of flint, with fo many holss, and (o
many corners, and the like: but I moft aniwer in the
negative; 1 don’t know what Satan might be fcared
#t inthofe days; but he is cither grown cunning fince,
or bolder ; for he valugs none of thole thingsnow: 1
quefiion much whether he would value St. Dunftun
and bisred hot tongs, if he was to meet him now,
or 8t, Francis, or =ny of the fuints, oo not the hofl
itlelt in foll preceffion; and therefore, though you
don't care I fhould preach, yet, in fhort, if you are
afraid be lbould charge upon you, ani atrack yom,
if yun won't make ufe of the icriptare weapons 1 (hould
have mentioned, and which you may hear of, i von
inquire 2t Eph, ¥i 16 yon mult léok for betcer whers

you tiint yon ean find them.

Bot to go on with my werk, the dovil, [ oy, s net
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to be feared with maukins, nor does he employ his old
inflruments, but does much of his work him{elf with.
out inflruments,

And yet I muft enter a caveat here too againlt being
mifunderfiood in my faying the dev.l (tands in noneed
of agents; for when I {pzak fo, L am to be taken ina
lizired fenfes; 1 don't fuy he needs them no where,
but only that he does not need them in thole polite
parts of the world which I have been (peaking of, and
p rhips not much here; but in many remote connirics
*fis otherwile fill; the Indians of America are parti-
colarly faid to have witches among them, 45 w-ll in
thole countrics where the Spaniards, and the Eaglifh,
snd other nations, have planted then felves, asamongit
thole where the European nations feldom come ; for
example, the people of Canada; that ig, of the coun-
tries under the French government of Quebeck, the
Equimeaux, and other northern climates, have ma.
gicians, wizirds, and witches, whom they call Pilloa-
tas, or Pillotoas: thefe precend they fpeak intimately
and familiary with the devil, and receive from him
the knowledge of things to com=; all which, by the
way, 1 take to be little more than this; that thefe
fellows, being a little more cunning than the reft,
think that, by pretending to fomething more than hu-
man, they (hall make the ftronger imprefions on the
ignocant people; as Mahomet amuled the ?mrld with
lis pigeen, ufing it to pick peas ont of his ear, anfl.
perfuade the people it brought him fuperior revelati-
ons and infpirations from paradile.

Thus thefe plloteas, gaining an opinion among the
people, behave like fo many mounteb:u]ﬁls of hell, pre-
tending to underitand dark things, cure difeales, prac-
tife lurgery, phyfic, and necromancy, all together s 1
will not fay, but Satan may pick out fuch toals to
work with, and 1 believe dpes in thofe parts; but I
think he has found a nearer way to the wood withus;
and that is fullicient to my prefent purpolz,



352 The Modern History

Some would perfuade me, the devil had a great
hand in the late religious breaches in France, among
the clergy ; viz. about the pope's conllitution unige.
mitus ; and that he made a fair attempt to fet the pope
and the Gallican church together by the ears; fop

they were all jull upon the point of breaking out jn-
to a,church war, that, for aught we knew, mighs
have gone farther than the devil himfelf cared it
fhould, New Lam of the quite contrary opinions §
believe the devil really did not make the breach, but
rather healed it, for fear ic {hould have gone fo far
among them as to have fet them all in a fame, and
have opened the door to the return of the Hugunots
again, which it was in a fair way to have done,

But be it ove way or t'other, the hiftorical part
feems to be a little aganfkt me; for 'ts certain, the
devil buth wanted, and made vir of, legions of agents,
as well homan as infernal, vifible and invifible, in thas
great and important affair; and we cannot doubt
but he has innumerable inftruments il at work abous
i,

Like as in Poland, 1 make no queltion buot the de-
vil has thoufands of his banditti at work at this time;
and in another country not far {rom it, perhaps, pre-
paring matters for the next general diet, taking care
to prevent giving any relazadon to the protefltants,
and to juflify the moderate execotions at Thorn, to
excite a nation to quarrel with every body who are
able to fight with nobody; to ered the apollate race
of S—y upon a throne which they have no title to,
and wrn #n ele@ive throne into an bereditary, in fa~
vour of popery.

I :night anticipate all your objetions, by granting
the buly devil is acr this time employing all his agents
and inltruments (for 1 never told you they were idle
and ufelefs) in firiving to inflame the chriftian world,
and bring 2 new war to ovcrfpread Europe; Lmight,
perhape, point eut to you fome of the meafores he
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takes, the provocatives which his ftate phyficians ad-
minifter to the courts and counfellors of princes, to
I'umm} and ferment the (pirits and members of :::I::i-
ons, I:mgdn_rm, empires, and (lates, in the world, in
order wo bring thefe glorious ends of blood and war
to pafs; for you cannot think but he that knows fo
1:::: ?:; I;l::hdi:vil;nﬂ‘ airs, as to write his hitory, muft

g of all thefe matters morg than thele
that do not know fo much as he,

‘.“‘ all this is remote to the prefent cafe; far thisis
no impeachment of Satan’s new methods with man~
kind, in this part of the world, and in his private and
feparate capacity; all this only fignifies, that, in his
more general and national affairs, the devil 28s Rill
by his old methods; and when he is to feduce or em-
broil nations, he, like other cONQUETGTS, {ubdies them
by armies, employs mighty fquadrons of devils, and
fends out [irong dctachments, with generals and ge
peralifimos to lead them, {ome to one part of the
world, fome to another; {ome to infAnence one nation,
fome to manage and direft another, according as bu-
finefs prefents, and his occafions require, that his
Efﬁi" may be carried on carrently, and to hisfatif-

fiom.

If ic were not thus, but that the devil by his new
and exquifice management. of which 1 have faid fo
much, had brought mankind in general to be the a-
gents of their own mifchiefs, an:| that the world were
{o at his beck, that he need but command them 18
go and fght, declare war, raile urimies, deftroy cities,
kingdoms, countsies, and peopls; the world woald
be « ficld of blood indeed, and all thiags would run
into confulion prefently

But this is not the cafe at aMl § heaven has not let
go the government of the ereation to his inbdued ene-
my, the devil; that wou'd overturn the whole fyltem
of Go-l, and give Satan more power, than ever lie was,
or will be, velted with, When, therefore, I fpeak of
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a few forward wretches in our day, who are fo warm
intheir wickednefs, that they anticipate the devil, fave
himthe trouble totempt, turn devils to themf: tlves, and
gallop bellward fafter than he drives; 1 fpeak of them
as fingle perfons, and a&ing in their own perfonal and
private capacity; but when 1 fpeak of nations and
kingdoms, there the devil is obliged 1o go onin the
old road, and a& by firatagem, by his proper machi-
nery, and to make ule of all his arts, and all his a-
gents, juft as he'has done in all ages, from the begin-
ning of bis politic government to this day.

And if it was not thus too, what would become of
all bis numberlefs legions, of which all ages have heard
fo much, and all parts of the world kave had fo much
fatal experience ? They would feem to be quite out of
employment, and be rendered ulelefs in the world of
fpirite, where it is to be fuppofed they refide ; not the
devil himfelf could find sny bufinefs for them, which.
by the way, to bufy and mifchievous fpirits, as they
are, would be an hell to them, even before their time;
they wauld be, as it were, doomed to a flate of ina&i.
vity, which we may fuppofe was one part of their ex=
pulfion from bleMednefs, and the craation of man; or
as they were for the furprifing interval between the
deftrutlion of mankind by the deloge and Woal's com=
ing out of the ark, when indesd they might be faid
to have nothing at all to do,

But this is not Satan's cafe; and therefore let me
tell you too, that you may not thiok I treat the cae
with more levity than I really do, and than I am fure
Listend to do; tho' it is too true, that our modern.
and modith finners have arrived to more exquifite ways
of being wicked than their fathers, and really feem, as
1 have faid, to need no devil to tempt them ; nay, that
they do Satan's work for him as to others alfo, and
muke themlelves devils to their neighbours, temping
others ta erime even {aflter than the devil defires them,
reanung belore they 2re fent, and going the devil's
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errands gratis; by which means, Satan’s work is, as
to th:lin. done to his hand, and they may be fuid to
fave him a great deal of trouble ; yet afterall, the de-
vil has fiill a great deal of bufinefs upon his hands,
and as well himfelf, as all his legions, find themfelves
a full employment in ditorbing the world, and op-
pofing 'r:hu glory and kingdom of their great [aperior,
whofe kingdom it is their whole bufinefs, however vain
inits end, to everthrow and dellroy, if they were able
or at lealt to endeavour it

This being the cafe, it follows of courfe, that the

p,_emrnl mifchiefs of mankind, aswell national and pub-
lic, as family mifchicls, and even perfonal (except a8
before excepted), lie all till at the devil’s door, as much
as ever, let his advocates bring him off of ir, if they
can :+ And this brings us back againto the manner of
the devil’s management, and the way of his working
by human agents, or, if you will, the way of human
devils working in affairs of low life, foch as we call
divination, forcery, black art, necromancy, and the
like 3 all which Itaketo confift of two material parts,
and both very neceffary for us to be rightly infosm- -
ed of.

3. The part which Satan by himf{elf, or his inferior
devils, impowers fuch people to do, us he is in.
eonfederacy with here on earth, towiom he may
be faid, like the malier of an opera or comedy,
to give their part to a@, and to qualify them to
aft irs whether he obliges them toa rehearlal in
his prelence, tatry their talents, and fee that
they are capable of performing, thatindeed 1 have
not inguired into,

2. That part which thefe impowered people do vo+
junteer, or beyond their commiffion, to fhew their
diligence in the fervice of their new maller § and
cither, 1. To bring grift ©o theic own mill, and
ma'e theip market of their employment il the beft
manner they can; 9% 2 To gain ap plaufe, be ads
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mir'd, wondered at, and applagded, as if they
were ten times more devils than really they are,

In a word, the matrer confifts of what the devil does

by the help of thofe people, and what they do in bis
name without him. The devil is formetines cheated
in his own bufinefs : There are prerenders to witch-
craft and black art, whom Satan never made any bar-
gain with, but whom h: connives at, becanfe at leaft
they do his caule no harm, the’ their bufinefs is ra-
ther to get money, than to render him any fervice ;
of which I gave you a remarkable inftance before,

But to go back to his real agents; of which I rec-

kon twa

1. Thofe who 2t by direfiion and confederacy, as
1 bave faid already, many do.

3. Thofe whom he adis in and by, and they per-
baps know it not; of which fort hiftory gives us
plenty of examples, from Machiavel’s firlt difci-
ple to the famons ecardinal Alberoni, and
even to fome more madern than his erminence, of
whom I can fay no more till farther occafion of-
fers.

1. Thofe who a&t by immediate direSlion of the de-

-vil, and in confederacy with him': Thefs are fuch as
I mentioned in the heginning of this chapter, whoie
arts are truly black, becaufe really infernal. It will
be very hard to decide the difpote between thofe who
reallyadthus, in confederacy with the devil, and thof:
who only pretend to it; fo I fhall leave that difpute
where [ found itz But that there are, or at leaft have
been, a fet of peop ¢ in the world, who really are of
his acquaintance, and very intimate with him ; and
the', as | have faid, he has much altered his fchemes,
and changed hands of late ; yet that there are fuch
people, perhaps of all forts ; and that the devil keeps
up his correlpondence with them; Lmult pot venturs
to deny that part, left I bring upon me the whole poife
of the conjuring and bewitching crew, male and fe-
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a man to know when the devil is in him, and when
not; when he is a tool and agent of hell, and when
heisnpot; in a word, when he is doing the devil's
work, and under his dire&8ion, and when not.

It is troe, this is a very weighty point, and might
deferve to be handled in a more ferious way than I
feem to be talking in all this book ¢ Bot give me leave
to talk of things my own way; and withal, to tell
you, that there is no part of this work fo feemingly
iudicrous, but a grave and well weigh'd mind may
miake aferious and folid a pplication of it, if they pleafe;
nor is there any part of this work, in which a clear
fight, and a good fenfe, may not fze, that the author's
defign is, that they fhould dofo: and, as I am now
fo near the end of my book, Ithoughe it was meet to
tell you fo, and lead you to it as far as L can,

1 fay, 'tis a great part of human wifdom, to know
when the devil is afting in us, and by us, and when
pot ; the next, and {ill greatelt part, would be, o
prevent him, put a ftop to his progrefs, bid him go a-
bout his bufinefs, and let him know, he (hould carry
on his defipns no farther in that manner ; that we will
be his tools no longer; in fheret, to turn him out of
doors, and bring a (ronger power to take poffeffion
But this, indeed, is too folid a fubj:@, and too great
to begin with here.

But pow, as tothe bare knowing when he is at work
with us, 1 fay, this, tho'itis confiderable, may be done,
por s it {o difficelts for example, you hive no more
to do, bot look a little into the microcofm of the fonl,
and fee there, how the paflions, which are the blood,
and the affeftions, which are che {pirits, move in their
parteular veflels; how they circulate, and in what
temper the polle beats there, and you may eafily fre
who tures the wheel: If3 perfed calm poffeffes the
foul ; if peace and temper prevail, and the minds feels
nio tempelts rifing s iF the affe&ions are regular, and
exalied tovirtuous and fublime objedls, the fpirits cool,
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and the Emnd fedate; the man isina general redi.
tude of mind ; he may be truly faid tobe his own man;
heaven {hines upon his foul with its benign inﬁu,_.u“,;
u_;:! he is out of the reach of the evil fpirit; for the
divine {pirit is an influence of peace, all ealm and
bright, happy and fweet, like itfelf, and tending to -
very thing that is good, both prefent and future,

But, on the other hand, if at any time the mind ie
ruffled ; if vapours rife, elonds gather ; if pailions fwell
the breait; if anger, envy, revenge, hatred, +rath,
flrife, if thefe, or any of thele, hover over you; much
more, if you feel them within you ; if the affeftions ars
polfelled, and the foul hurried down the Rream toem-
brace law and bafc objeéls; if thofe fpirits, which are
the life and enlivening powers of the foul, are drawn
ofl to parties, and to be engaged in a vicions and cor-
rupt manner, {hooting out wild and wicked defires, and
running the man headlong into crime ; the calt isea-
fily refolved, the man is poffefled, the devil is in him ¢
and, having taken the fort, or at lealt the counter-
fcarp and out works, is making his lodgment to cover
and fecure himfelf in his hold, that he may not be
dilpolieiled.

ﬂﬂn he be eafily difpoflcflcd, when he has got
fuch hold as this; and "tis no wonder, that, being
lodg'd thus upon the out-works of the foul, he con-
tinues to fap the foundation of the relt; and, by his
inceffunt and furious affaults, reduces the man at lalk
to @ lurrender, |

[f the allegory be not as jult and appﬂl:it:_ as yon
would have it be, you may however, fec by it, ina ﬁ:;]'.l
view, the ftate of the man, and how the devil carries
on his defigns : Nothing is more common, and, I be-
lieve, there are few thinking minds but may reflect u-
pon itin theirown compafs, than for our paflionsand
affedions to flow out of the ordinary chanel; the fpi-
rits and blood of the foul to be extravafated, the paf-
fions grow violent and cutrageous, the affeltions im-
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petuous, eorrupt, and violently vicions : Whence dees
all this proceed? From heaven we can’t pretend it
comes; if we mult not fay *tis the devil, whafe door
mult itlie ag? Pridefwells the paflions § avarice moves
the i ffedtions ; and what is pride, nnd what is ava-
rice, but the devil in the infide of the man? ay, as
perfonally and reslly as ever he was in the herd of
{fwine.

Let not any man then, who is a flave to his paflions,
orwhe is chained down to his covetoninefs, pretend to
take irill, when I Giy, he'has the devil in him, or that
he iz a5 devil: What elfe can it be, and how comes
it to pafs, that paflion and revenge fo often difpoilels
the man of himfelf, as to lead him to commit murder,
to lay plots and {nares for the life of his enemies, and
{o to thirlt for bloed ¢ How comes this, but by the
devil’s putting thole fpirits of the foul into fo viclent
a-ferment, into a fever, that the circolation is preci-
pitated to that degree, and that the man too is pre-
cipitated into mifchief, and at lall into roin? [t is
all the devil, tho' the man does not know it

In like manner, avarice leads him to rob, plander,
and deftroy, for money, and to commit fometimes the
worlt of violences to obtain the wicked reward. How
many have had their theoats cut for their money, have
teen murdered on the highway, or in theic beds, for
the defire of what they had ? 1t is the fame thing in
other articles; every vice is the devil in 2 man ; lult
of rule is the devil of great men; and that ambition
is their devil, -as much as whoring is father ——'s
devil; one has a devil of ene clafs a@ing him, one a-
nother; and every man's reigning vice isa devil to
him.

Thas the devil has his involuntary infkruments, as
well a5 thole who a8 in confederacy with him 5 he has
a very great {hare in many of us, and ads us, and in
us, unknown te ourfelves, tho' we know nothing of it,
and indeed tho' we may not {ufped it ourfelvesy like
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Hazael the Aflyrian, who, when the prophet told him,
how he would aft the devil upon the poor Ifraclites,
anfwered, with deteftation, Is thy fervant a dog, that
hf:l}mu.ld do this thing ? and yet he was that-dog, and
did all thofe cruel things for all that ; the devil afling
him, or adting in him, to make him wickeder than e-
ver he thought it was poflible for him to be.

The CONCLUSION.

OF the devil’s laff feeme of liberty, and what may ke
Suppefed to be bir end; with avhat we are to under=
fland of Fir being tormented for ever and cver.

S the devil is a prince of the powsr of the air,
his kingdom is mortal, and mult haye an ead ;
and as he is called the God of this world, thatis, the
great ufurper of the homage and reverence which
mankind cught of right to pay to their maker, fo his
ulurpation alfo, like the world itfelf, mult have an
end : Satan is called the God of the world, as men too
much profteace and profticute themfelves to him ; yet
he is not the governor of this world ; and therefore
the homage and worthip he has from the world isan
uinrpation ; and this will have an end, becaule the
world itle]f will have an end; and ail mankind, as
they had a begicning in time, fo mult cxpire, and be
removed, before the end of time,

Since then the devil's empire is to expire, and come
toan end; and that the devil himfelf, and all his holt
of devils, are immortal feraphs, fpirits that arz not
embodied, and cannot die, but are to remain in being §
the quellion before us nest will be, What is to breome
ofhim ? what is his [fate to be 2 whither is he to wan-
der, and in what condition is he to remain to that e«
ternity to which he is (lill 1o exift ? :

I hope no man will millake me fo much in what I
have faid as to fpirits, which are ail flame, not being
affected with fire, as if I fuppofed there was no placs
of punifhment for the devil, nor any kind of punilh-

Q
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ment that could affe@ them ; and {o of cur fpirits alio,
Wwhen transformed into flame, ;

I muft be allowed to fpeak there of that material
fire, by which; as by an allegory, all the terrorsof an
cternal fate are reprefented to us in feriprure, and in
the writings of the learned commentators, and by
which the pain of fenfc is defcribed ; This, perhaps,
1 do not underftand as they feem to do, and cherefore
have {aid,

When we're all flame (that is, all fpirit), we (hall all
fire (chat is, all fuch fire as this) defpife. And thosI
claim to be underflood,

It does not follow from hence, neither do L fgeeft,
of fo much as think, that infisite power cannot form
a [omething (tho® inconecivable to us here) which fhall
be a5 tormenting, and as infupportable, to a devil, an
apoflate feraph, and to a fpirit, the' exalted, unem-
bodied, and rarched into A.ume, as fire would be to
other bodies’; in which I think I am orthodox. and
do not give the lealt occafion to an enemy to charge
me with profine fpeaking, in thofe words, or to plead
for thinking profanely himfelf,

It muft be atheillical to the lnft degree, to fuggeft,
that wher-as the devil has been heaping up and amail-
ing guilt ever fince the creation of mun, increafing in
hatred of God, and rebellion again® him, and in all
poflible endeavaur to dethron: and depofe the majefty
ofheaven ; that yet heaven had not prepared, or could
not prepare, a jull penalcy for him ; and that it (hould
nat all end in God's intire vidory over hell, and in
Saran's open candemnation : Heaven could not be jult
to itsown glory, if he fhould not avenge himfelf upon
this rebel, for all his foperlative wickednefs in his o~
dern as wellas antient Mavion ; for the blood of fo ma-
oy millioss of his fuithful fubjedls and faints whom he
hasdeliroyed ; and, ifnothing elfz offered itfelf to prove
thie part, it would appear undoubted to me : But this

I conlels, doss not belong to Satan's hiltory ; and there-
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fore 1 have referved it to this place, and fhall alfo be
the {harter in it.

That his condition is to be a Rate of punithment,
and that by torment, the devil himfelf has owned; and
his calling out to our bleffled Lord, when he cafl him
oot of the farious man among the tombs, isa proof of
it; What have we to do with thee; and, Art thoa
come to torment us before the time? Luke viii. 28.
where the devil acknowleges four things, and three of
them are diredtly to my prefent parpole ; and, if you
wont believe the word of God, 1 hope youo will believe
the devil, efpecially when 'tis an open confeflion againft
himielf.

1. He confefled Chrift to be the fon of God (that by
the way), and no than ksto him; for that does not want
the devil’s evidence,

2. He acknowleges he may be tormented,

3. He acknowleges Chrift was able to terment him.

4. He acknowleges that there is a time appointed
when he fhall be tormented.

As to how, in what manner, and by what means,
this tormenting the devil is to be performed or execut-
ed, that I take to be as peedlefs to us, as "tis impolli-
ble, to know ; and, not bein= at prefent inclined to
fill your heads and thoughts with weak and imperfe&
goeffes, I leave it where I find it :

Itis enough to us, that this torment of the devil is
reprefented to s by fire; it being impoflible for our
confined thoughts to coneeive of torment by any thing
in the world more exquifice s Whenee I conc'ude, that
devils (hall at laft receive 2 punifhm=nt fuitable to their
fpirituous natare, and as exquifitely tormenting as 2
burning fire would be to eur hnﬂifx. :

Having thus fertled my own belief of this matter,
and ftated it fo, 28 I think will let you fee "ds rightly

nded, the matter ftands thus: : .
ﬁmﬁntm: having been let loofe tn play his gamein this
world, has improved his time £0 the utmoft; he has



364 The Modern History, &ec.

pot fiiled on all occalions to exert his hatred, rage,
and malice, at his conqueror and enemy, namely, his
maker ; he has not failed, from principles of mere 2p-
vy and pride, to purioe mankind with all poffisle st
cour, in order fo deprive him of the honoor and feli-
city which he was created for, namely, to fucceed 1_'I|.|
devil and his angels in the fate of glory from which
they fell.

This hatred of God, and envy at man, having broken
eut in fo many feveral waysin the whole feries of time
from the creation, muft neceffarily have greatly in-
creafed his guilt ; and, as Heaven is righteous tojudge
him, mufl terminate in an increafe of punifhment ade-
quate o his criove, and {ufficient to his nature.

Some have (aggeited, that there is yet a time to come,
when the devil thall exert more rage, and do more
mifchief, than ever yet he has been permitted to do:
whether he fhall break his chain, or be unchained for
a time, they cannot tell, nar | neither ; and 'tis happy
for my work, that even this part too does not belong
to his biltory : If ever it Mhali be given an account of
by mankind, it muoil be afier it is come to pafs; for
my part is not prophecy of foretelling what the devil
fhall do, but hiflory of what he has done,

1hus, good people, I huve brought the hiftory of
the devil down to your own times; I have, as it were,
railed him for you, and fer himin your view, that you
may know him, and have a care of him,

If any cunninger man among you think they ars
able now to lay him 2gain, and o difpofe of him out
of your fight, that you fhall be tronbled no more with
him, gither here or hereufter, let them E® to work
with mim their own way ; you know thingg futuredo
not belong toan hitorian; o | leaye him among you

*’“‘fﬂz you may be able to giver worfe an account
o_Fhlm for the tiqe 1o come, thap I have done forthe
time pafk,
FE I N1 S
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