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PREFACE

THE present volume is intended to supplement the Catalogue of
Greek, Etruscan, and Roman finger-rings to which allusion is made
at the beginning of the Introduction. It includes all the rings of
post-classical times in the Museum. The system upon which the
Catalogue has been drawn up, and the difficulty of handling many
of the points that arise with finality, or even on logical lines, have been
pointed out on a subsequent page.

The major part of the collection dealt with in this volume, like a
considerable part of that in the Catalogue already published, was
comprised in the valuable bequest of Sir Augustus Wollaston Franks,
- K.C.B,, my predecessor in the charge of this department. During his
official career of forty-five years he had unceasingly added to the riches
of the Museum, particularly in his own department; and at his death,
in 1897, he left to the Trustees practically anything they chose to select
from the various series he had retained for his life. Chief among
these was the collection of fingerrings, the accumulation of many
years, and of many hands. As will be seen from the pages of the
Catalogue itself, this Collection so far surpassed that already in the
Museum both in numbers and in importance, that it seems a fitting
tribute to pay to the ‘ Franks Bequest’ to give the rings thus acquired

the leading place upon the title-page.



vi PREFACE

For help in several directions in the preparation of the volume,
thanks are due to Mr. Stanley Adam; to Sir Harry Poland, K.C,
whose knowledge in connexion with the rings of serjeants-at-law has
been freely placed at our disposal; to Mr. Longworth Dames for the
elucidation of many oriental inscriptions; and to the Society of Anti-
quaries of London for the loan of several illustrations which have been
used in their publications.

I have read through the proofs of the Catalogue, and in many cases

compared the descriptions with the specimens themselves.

C. H. READ,

DEPARTMENT OF BRITISH AND MEDIAEVAL
ANTIQUITIES AND ETHKOGRAPHY,

March, 1912,

Note.—The measurements and weights of the specimens are given in *
English denominations, but parallel tables are provided by means
of which the necessary reductions can be made.
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INTRODUCTION

THE present publication is officially the complement of the Catalogue of General
1go7 written by Mr. I¥. H. Marshall of the Department of Greek and Roman
Antiquities.' That volume describes the rings of the Greeks, the Etruscans
and the Romans, and to it the student of the subject as a whole is referred for
the earlier developments of this small but very important article of jewellery.
In the following pages the history of the ring is taken up at the beginning of our
era, with the rings of Roman date bearing signs of Christian ownership, and is
continued through the Middle Ages down to our own time. It is apparent that
the task of co-ordinating the rings of so extended a period must be one of singular
complexity.®

The collection of finger-rings formed by Sir Wollaston Franks represents
the gatherings of many years, and the efforts of many individuals. In addition
to his usual sources of supply, yearly accessions resulted from the winter journeys
to [taly, Egypt, and the East, of the Rev. Greville Chester, who up to the time
of his death assiduously collected rings and other works of art on his friend’s
behalf, Sometimes whole series were acquired at once; in this way were
incorporated the splendid collection made by Lord Braybrooke at Audley Iind,
that of Mr. R. H. Soden Smith of the South Kensington Museum, and finally
the cabinet of another friend, Mr. Octavius Morgan. If all these specimens
had been retained, the rings here to be described would have been exceedingly
numerous ; but great numbers of duplicates were withdrawn, and only those which
definitely entiched the Collection were kept. The Braybrooke Collection alone
was absorbed intact, because the general quality of the examples composing it
was very high; because it contained many rings of types not otherwise
represented ; and because Lord Braybrooke had privately printed a catalogue,
illustrating it with the admirable woad engravings in fashion about the middle of
the last century. These illustrations have been utilized for the first time in the
present volume, for, like most catalogues of living collections, Lord Braybrooke's

' Catalogue of the Finger Rings, Greek, Etruscan, and Roman, in the Depariments of
Anliguities, British Musewm, by ¥F. H. Marshall, M.A., 1507. :

* The Catalogue does not include all the finger-rings in the Museum belonging to the period
specified.  With the exception of the West African gold rings, which Sir Wollaston Franks
specially collected, ethnographical types have been omitted.
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was not completed and was never actually published. Another acquisition of
importance, which may be specially mentioned, is the series of Javanese rings
acquired from Lord Ashburnham ; these are largely of mediaeval date, and but
rarely occur out of Java and Holland. It will be seen that throughout the name
of the former collector is indicated wherever possible; Mr. Greville Chester
not having formed a collection of his own, his name is not associated with the
rings he obtained; but it may be assumed that the majority of those from
Italy, Egypt, and the Holy Land were secured through him. Several hundred
rings were acquired by the Museum at various times independently of
Sir Wollaston Franks's bequest; these are almost all included, and may be
distinguished from the rest by the means indicated in the Note immediately
preceding the Catalogue, The present Collection is perhaps the most repre-
sentative in existence: but those in the Victoria and Albert and Ashmolean
Museums are of primary importance, while that in Norwich Castle® is of much
interest for the history of English rings. In these cases, as in that of the British
Museum, the chiefl wealth has been derived from one source ; at South Kensington
from the cabinet of Mr. Edmund Waterton ; at Oxford from that of Mr. C. Drury
Fortnum ; at Norwich from that of Mr. Fitch. Museums, by a natural sequence
of events, have taken the place of the old collectors, whose line runs back at least
as far as the Renaissance, and includes Pope Paul 11,2 who was said to have been
strangled by the demons imprisoned in the gems of his rings.®

Rings in the Collection directly associated with historical persons are not very
numerous. That which will arouse the most general interest is the signet of
Mary Queen of Scots (no. 316) ; but two of the Anglo-Saxon rings (nos. 179, 180)
are of the highest importance as bearing the names of Ethelwulf and Ethelswith,
the first the father, the second the sister of Alfred the Great. Most of the other
rings bearing historical names or portraits have not the same intimate and personal
associations; they are chiefly memorial rings, and never belonged to the person
commemorated. Such is the group of Stuart rings, many with enamelled portraits
of Charles I, Charles 11, James IT, and Charles Edward and James Edward Stuart ;
such the ring commemorating the execution of the Jacobite lords on Tower Hill
(no. 1417); such the portrait-rings of William I1I and Mary, William IV, John
Wilkes, Mme de Maintenon, and others; such, again, the mourning-rings made in
memory of various members of the Royal Family, of Lord Nelson, and Spencer
Perceval, Historical and literary references to rings with associations of this kind
provide an interesting subject, already treated by the writers of general works:
the connexion of rings with personages familiar to us in history and legend is
not the least attraction in their study. The more prominent episodes and events
in which rings have played a part are matters of common knowledge. All have

Y F., Leney, Catalogue of Antiguities in the Norwich Castle Musenm, 1609, pp. 104 fi.
! E.‘ Miintz, Zes Aris d la Cour des Papes, ii, pp. 188-q.
* Ibid, p. 151, Cf. also C. W. King, Antigue Gems and Kings, i, p. 303,
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heard of Edward the Confessor’s ring,! given to a beggar, taken to Rome, and
returned just before the King’s death, to be removed from his coffin in A.D, 1 163
and kept at Westminster for the cure of epilepsy (Fig. 1 and see p. xliv). The rin‘ég
given by Queen Elizabeth to the Earl of Essex is even better known, and is said

to be still in existence.* More famous yet are the rings with which the Doges of
Venice espoused the sea.®

Fi1G. 1. EpwARD THE CONFESSOR GIVING HIS RING TO THE IiEfJ_'Ggm.
Subject of a thirteenth-century tile in the Chapter House at Westminster.

But few of the greater or the lesser rings of history have been preserved ; the
survival of the Essex ring is a fortunate exception. Where is the ring reputed to
be the work of St. Dunstan’s hands, and twice recorded in inventories of the
English royal house?* Where are the signets set with heliotrope, and engraved

I Polydore Vergil, Hist. Angi., Bk. viii ; J. Kirchmann, De ansnulis, p. 212 ; E. A, Freeman,
Hist. of the Norman Conguest, ii, p. 519 ; iii, p. 34; H. R. Luard, Lives of Edward the
Confessor, 1858, pp. 276, 373. An interesting miniature representing the subject may be seen
in a thirteenth-century MS. in the BEritish Muoseum (Add. 21,926, [. 12).

Y Proc. Soc. Antiquaries of London, 1st series, i, p. 179. It contains a cameo portrait of
Elizabeth. (CF no. 1358.)

3 Revuee archéologigue, 1905, pp. 1 fi., where the custom is brought into relation with the
ancient legends connected with Minos, Polycrates, and Aristides.

¥ Liber guotidianus contvarotulatorius . . . anno 28 Edwardf 1, published by the Scciety

b 2
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with Our Lord crucified upon an anchor, which John Donne shortly before his
death presented to his friends as tokens?! All have disappeared, and of those
which have escaped, some of the most precious have experienced strange destinies:
the ring of Alhstan, the Anglo-Saxon Bishop of Sherborne, now treasured at
South Kensington, was worn upon a necktie by one of its previous owners.*
The ring of Queen Ethelswith was tied to a dog's collar by the farmer who
found it, and remained there for six months before it was discovered to be of gold.
The ring of her father Ethelwulf lay in a cart-rut on a country road,

It may be doubted whether it is possible to classify in a really logical way
the finger-rings made and used over so wide a range of centuries as that with
which the present volume is concerned, Many obvious difficulties at once occur
to the mind, but perhaps the most troublesome arises from the union in a single
ring of several characteristic features, each alone sufficient to form a basis of
division. A fifteenth-century ring with a devotional subject may be inscribed
with such a motto as fout won coenr aves; is it to be classed as devotional, or as
a love-ring? Another ring has on the bezel: Deus protector meus ; is the legend
there for a pious reason, or because the words are a family or personal motto of
the wearer? A signet has at the back of the hoop the clasped hands of a fede-
ring ; to which group should it be assigned ? Small problems of this kind present
themselves at every turn, to be followed perhaps by others of a more general
nature, such as the difficulty of deciding where to draw the line between the
mediaeval ring which is really religious, and that which is only amuletic; or
how to reconcile the competing claims of an ornamental type and a sentimental
affinity. Chronology and typology may conflict ; here and there an exam ple may
be so indeterminate in style that even a wide experience may fail to suggest
a date or a locality. For these and similar reasons several sections of the
present Catalogue contain rings which might with equal reason be placed in other
classes; but by cross-references and a full Index the attempt has been made
to 1'El:ilr2d}f an unavoidable evil. Any conceivable classification must suffer from
the difficulties inherent in such a subject, and it is perhaps superfluous to discuss
them. But that here adopted may incur a definite charge of inconsistency
in that two different principles have been adopted in different parts of the
Catalogue. The }.iarly Christian, Early Teutonic, Byzantine, and Oriental
::at?f;zrm;ia:::ﬁe; al:mi:din’g to countries and EEG}_J]\‘.?E, all the rest according
it fﬂmmendw;;c” the ng was madt:. It is believed that‘ this arrange-
Enile ng ]];.ge- as the most practical, and_ that the logical offence of

redeemed by general convenience in reference. For, to

:t; Ant;q:;iries, 1787, p. 351 2 Unus anwlus aurs cum sapliiro gui fuit de fabrica Sancti Dunstani,
ﬁu.;;”iff:r ; E,Ymﬂrl f:ﬂfdﬂ?‘ui vol. 1ii (1706), p. 389: wn anel d'or, un saphiv; leguel Seint
p i (_;aisg ;“.:z: mains; this second entry is from the list of jewels found in the possession
1 £ ;
y Ifaak ‘Lb'lvalmn, .!L:fe of Dr. fokn Donne, p. 72 {Temple Classics),
Proc. Soc. Antiguaries of London, 2nd series, i, i b e
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take particular examples, the Early Christian or Anglo-Saxon rings, which are
not very numerous, would be lost if distributed among the large and diverse
classes of signets, love-rings, devotional or ornamental rings. On the other hand,
the great mass of mediaeval and later rings contains many examples to which
a country can only be conjecturally given, their purpose being far clearer than
their origin ; in this case it has seemed desirable to make use rather than origin
the fundamentum divisionis. Moreover, as a matter of practice, these later rings
have generally been classed in this way, and a departure from common usage
is best avoided unless the change brings with it a distinct archaeological gain.

During the Christian centuries the earlier uses of rinzs were retained and Uses of
amplified. The signet (see p. 37) suffered no loss in popularity, holding its own rings.
by the side of the non-annular seal, especially as a secrefum for private corre-
spondence ; the Collection contains examples of almost every century. The same
statement holds good of betrothal and marriage rings (see p. 161), which in
different styles and fashions have preserved their importance in all civilized
countries ; love-rings are no less general, and are represented in the Collection by
very numerous examples. The amuletic use of rings did not diminish with the
fall of the Roman Empire ; the charm-ring, which survives even in our own day,
enjoyed in mediaeval times a vogue which hardly decreased at the Renaissance,
and showed no serious sign of abatement among the educated classes until
the eighteenth century. Rings made for religious purposes multiplied in
the Christian era to an extent probably unknown in pagan ages; they are
characterized by inscriptions, representations of sacred persons and saints, and
even by mechanical aids to devotion such as the knobs of the decade-ring, forming
a class which is excelled by few in numbers and significance (see p. 103). As
a mark of rank, on the other hand, the ring does not seem to have increased in
favour ; it was assumed by kings, ecclesiastical dignitaries, and others to indicate
their rank or office, but was not employed, as in Roman times, to distinguish
a whole class of society, nor was it recognized as a mark of military distinction. It
simply indicated wealth or social status by the value of its material or workman-
ship, not differing in this respect from any other form of jewellery. Some rings
served as credentials or signs of investiture, such a purpose being commonly
assigned to the so-called papal rings (nos. 832 f£.); again, the attachment of rings
to charters might authenticate the conveyance of estates. The custom of wearing
mourning-rings in remembrance of the dead became general at the close of the
Middle Ages, and in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries was almost
universal in England (see p. li). Rings not unfrequently served for other
memorial uses—to commemorate a living person, a cause, such as that of the
Stuarts (nos. 1359 ff.), or an historical event : all these uses are exemplified among
the rings of the Collection. The purely ornamental use of rings has never ceased,
and the variety of types is too great for brief description; it is hoped that from
the plates and the blocks in the text the reader may be able to form an idea of
the styles prevailing in the different centuries.
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The precise dating of rings in the Middle Ages is often a matter of great
difficulty ; sometimes it is impossible. 'Where rings bear historical names ; where
they have been found in the tombs of known personages, as is the case with
several episcopal tings at Durham and elsewhere; or, again, where they have
occurred in association with coins, like the examples from Lark Hill, Worcester
(nos. 1740 ff.), their age can be stated within narrow limits. But such cases are
rare, and the age of a ring must usually be determined by its type, by the nature
of its ornament or legend, or by more general considerations of style. The more
precise sources of information on which we have to rely may be divided into two
main classes—first, the archacological and artistic ; second, the documentary and
literary. Neither class has yet been fully used; no student has yet instituted
a really comprehensive research, amassing and sifting the evidence of interments,
monuments of all kinds, charters, inventories, wills, MSS., books, paintings,
engravings, any and all the material, in short, from which an accession to
knowledge may reasonably be expected. The field is so wide, the patience
demanded by its exploration so infinite, that there need be no surprise if the
really exhaustive treatise on rings is still awaited : nor need the confession of its
absence imply any disparagement of the many excellent books, ancient and
modern, to which every student of the subject must admit his obligation.

The material of which rings are made is very various. Gold, silver, and
bronze account for the greater number; iron and lead are rare; in magic rings
there may be, for astrological reasons, a combination of two metals (cf. no. gog).
F}r Glhfﬂ' substances, ivory was occasionally chosen ; the Collection contains two
WPLY THEs %0 which attention may be drawn—a signet of the sixteenth century
with.a r:fligious subject (no. 778),' and one of Zick’s * Trinity rings’, formed of
two fine interlacing hoops turned out of the solid, a proof of skill so great that
Ez]rz"; ti‘;:"lzic’]-heiﬂ ﬁ:;gﬂ are said to have been made (no. 1727). Amber and

y found. Occasionally the whole ring is cut from the solid
stone, the favourite gems for the purpose being carnelian, chalcedony, and rock
crystal.®
ﬁﬂgif“m?hzecit:-il?;i: EE; stati]the te;ms usually Emp!ﬂyed in the d-:_escriptiﬂn of
hoop or shank. The setti Dr'ﬂc]..l E; 'Eu e sut'r.nundmg the finger is called the
(der, SP- f,.z'_;-d-. of mehﬂ%,.ln u ll'ng the stone, 15‘ generally known as the Lazel
jewel in the ca’vit}; ; a mﬂr:a 1;:?:21’ titﬂl‘al‘]y,.[:h;baﬂl SRS lcfjgﬂ retaining the
word Kasten, and rsignif}'in rgthr: c::rT lS'tt Tf Tfﬂ':h Guaa o 2
meaning far wider than t‘nat:J ested bl}' obig Ty I.ms' o
salient or characteristic e Srwoiogy. It gt?nerall}r mgaies t_he

part of a ring ; thus the part of the signet engraved with

' Cf. the ivory armorial signet of

London, i, p. 48). the fifth Earl of Shrewsbury (Proc. Soc. Antiguaries of

*CfL F.H.} .
S F. H. Marshall, Catalogus, as above, p. xxxvi ; C. W. King, Antigue Gems and Rings,

A -
The Latin and Greek terms are given by F. H. Marshall, Cas alogue, p. 1.
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the device is commonly called its bezel, though there may be no cavity or stone
the word is similarly used in the case of rings which have no gem. The parts of
the hoop approaching the bezel on either side are known as the shoulders.

Most of the stones used in ancient times were also used in the Middle Ages; Gems in
among the favourites were the ruby, sapphire, emerald, garnet, diamond, rock rings:
crystal, topaz, peridot, and amethyst.! The cutting of simple designs like imutations,
monograms on gems was still practised in the sixth century, as we know from

Fic. 2. HaANDS OF QUEEN MARY TUDOR. From the portrait by Lucas de Heere in the
possession of the Society of Antiguaries of London.

the letter of St. Avitus, mentioned below (p. xxix), But the art ot cutting in
intaglio and cameo, if not entirely lost, is at any rate extremely rare between
the fall of the Roman Empire and the fourteenth century. There was an
interlude in the time of the later Frankish kings, when intaglios on crystal, some,
like the crystal of Lothair in the British Museum, of great scope, were produced
in some numbers.? Whatever the facts may be as to the Dark Ages, it scems

! The Collection contains the above, and, in addition, garnet, almandine, carbuncle, jacinth,
sard, carnelian, beryl, chalcedony, turquoise, lapis lazuli, onyx and nicolo, plasma, jasper, &c.

* Archacologia, lix, p. 25. There are cases which make us doubt whether the disappearance 4.1[
the art was quite as absolute as has been suggested. The gem in the ring of Agilbert, Bishop of l-'atns
about A. D. 670, had a gem engraved with St. Jerome kneeling before a crucifix, a subject which
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to be established that the engraving of gems was practically unknown in the
Romanesque petiod, and it is not until the fourteenth century that the art was really
revived in Italy.! At the close of that century, the period of Charles V and his
brother the Duc de Berri, it seems to have established itself in France, and from
that time onwards was practised in all countries, reaching its highest point in
the Ttaly of the high Renaissance. In the Byzantine Empire it had survived
without interruption, but as a decadent art, at its best producing work which is
respectable but never of great quality, and apparently confined to camcos. From
the first half of the sixteenth century gem engraving was universal, but everywhere
there was a gradual decline in excellence; with some exceptions, the work of
the seventeenth century is of small merit. The latter half of the eighteenth
century witnessed a revival, based upon the spread of classical knowledge and
the taste for the antique, but the popularity of such gems hardly survived the
French Empire, and rings are now cut with little more than arms, crests, or
initials. Many eighteenth-century gems are mounted in hoops made for the
convenience of collectors; but in the majority of cases these are merely settings
neither worn nor intended to be worn ; and the series of these *collectors’ rings " in the
Museum is not included in the present Catalogue. It does not of course follow
from the above that engraved gems were not used before the fourteenth century,
but only that gems with intaglio subjects employed in the earlier Middle Ages
were antique. Many of these were mounted in non-annular signets,” but the
pumber of those set in rings is considerable, and there’are representative examples
in the Collection (cf. nos. 217 ff.). Elaborate faceting of stones did not become
common until the Renaissance; but simple faceting into pyramidal and other
_f':’r'“ﬁ ?_ﬂ_PPE?—TE at a much earlier date. One or two mediaeval examples are
in the Collection (cf. no. 178¢) ; better known examples are the rings of Bishops
Flambard (1099-1128) and William de St. Barbara (1143-52) in the Chapter
Library at Durham. As a general rule, gems in' the Middle Ages were cut
en cabockon ; that is, the stone was evenly rounded, and then polished. The

cannot be narii_r:r than the end of the fifth century. The ring was found in his sarcophagus in 1636,
and was examined by T._hu learned A. de Saussay, who describes it in his Panoplia Efiscopalis,
F;- 1;13 [f':nlns, 1646}_. ant?rlunatel}' this ring is lost, as also another with an intaglio representing
nt. aul the Hermit kneeimg‘hc-.fore a crucifix, found in the tomb of St. Ebregisilus, Bishop of
4_Ieaux In A. . 660, and mentioned by Mabillon (Axnal. Ord. 5. Henedicli i, p. 456). On these
TTﬁsdlhc ?adcr may consult M. Deloche, Etude sur les anneanxy sigillaires cf anfres des
JB::::M:;J; Ictr‘.rfrz noyen dge, pp. xvii, xvill, We must also recall the ring of St. Arnulph,
+ p of Metz (A.p. 614-26), now in the cathedral of that city ; the rude intaglio upon agate,
presenting a basket and fish, may well be of the Bishop's time (E. Babelon. Hist. de fa SraTre
Skr ‘lljﬂﬂ.l':w:.s‘ en France, p. 7). ; ‘
nngmi?i]::‘;e ";"-;‘t'ltm"“dt[: i;w"m di Firensze, xiv, p. 741, mentions one Benedetto Peruzzi as an
ot i Er part Ehc fourteenth century ; see also Cicognara, Storia della Scultura,
2 w‘; e E; th:-:lc subject see C. W. ?Cing, Antigue Gems and Rings, pp. 412 ff.
2 }oum;xl i;j ing II:l A reh. famwff, XXl, P. 319; xxii, p. 118 ff.  Also other notices in the
gy b ?fj" Vs P- 1503 Vi, P. 4355 %, p. 328; xi, pp. 84, 266; xiii, p. 3693 xvi,
P- 3573 XxvL, p. 84. See also Proc. Soc. Antiquaries of London, and series, i, p. 51. |
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diamond was not engraved before the Renaissance, and the credit of first accom-
plishing the feat has been ascribed to various persons. Gorlacus mentions Jacopo
da Trezzo of Milan' as the inventor of the process. Charles the Bold is said
to have liberally rewarded L. de Berquem for cutting the diamond, but his work
was probably of a simpler character? At an carlier date some of the faces
of the crystal of diamond had been polished, and the stone set in rings, the
polished pyramid of the octahedron projecting, the unpolished remaining
embedded in the bezel? ‘

Glass pastes simulating gems, had been familiar to the Romans, and their
use was continued by the Teutonic tribes® who also knew how to enhance the
effect by the use of the foil,® which is a metallic leaf of variable colour placed
under a clear paste or gem, or a gem of inferior quality, to enhance the effect.
The doublet is a thin piece of colourless or pale stone, cut table fashion, to
the lower side of which a coloured paste is cemented ; the paste is hidden by
the mount, and the upper surface
answers all the tests for hardness.’
Cardan ® describes various methods of
'-"'"r';._:_. ' simulating or improving gems uscd
‘ in his day and similar to those now

el ' practised. For the supposed medical
FIG. 3. SIGNET WORN ON THUME (After and amuletic properties of gems see

Burlington Fine Arts Club [Mustrated Cata- below, p. xliii.
logue of Early German Arf, 1906, plate xxii, Precious stones have always pro- Niello and

SERGUE Qb W IDLeEy) vided the principal embellishment of enamel.
finger-rings, whether there be a single gem in the bezel, or a series covering a
great part of the surface. But from a very early period the surface of hoop and
bezel might be enriched with niello or enamel. The former substance, well
known to antiquity, is found on rings of the Early Christian centuries; it is
common on Byzantine rings, and contributes in a striking manner to the

! He engraved a diamond with the arms of Philip 11 of Spain (C. W. King, Antigue Gems
and Rings, p. 426), Caradosso is also stated to have first engraved the diamond.

2 C. W. King, Arch. Journal, xxi, p. 322. For the diamond signet of Charles I, now at
Windsor, see C. D, E. Fortnum in Areckacologia, xlv, p. 26. This was perhaps engraved by
Francis Walwyn.

3 For precious stones in their scientific and artistic relations ses Precious Siones, by Sir
Arthur Church, new edition, 1905 {Board of Education, South Kensington).

* A. H. Church, Precious Stenes, p. 51.

5 Deloche, FEtude sur les anneany, &c., pp. xvi, xvii. Frankish tombs have yielded imita-
tions of agate, amethyst, chalcedony, and emerald. Some of these may have been of Roman
origin, but, when stones were not available, the barbaric tribes all employed glass in the manu-
facture of their jewellery inlaid with pastes simulating garnets.

¢ Ibid., p. xvii.

¥ A. H. Church, p. 52.

* 1. Cardan, De subtilitate, &c., Bk, vii, p. 177.
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effect of the Anglo-Saxon rings which form so valuable a part of the CulIcc.tic-r.!.
In the later mediaeval times it was chiefly favoured in Italy, where it 1s
especially familiar in the characteristic love-rings of the fifteenth century.
Fnamel was but little employed on rings before the fourteenth century, after
which period its use was continuous. Among the earlier groups which were
regularly enamelled are the iconographic rings with figures of saints dating
from the fifteenth century (nos. 722 ff.). In the sixteenth century, rings, like
contemporary jewels, were sumptuously enamelled, and the process continued
to modern times; in the case of the large class of mourning-rings it is almost
constant,

The custom of wearing finger-rings has been continuous. It prevailed through
all the earlier centuries of the Middle Ages, nobles and princes spending great
sums upon rings as upon other jewels. Such inventories as that of Charles V ol
France at the close of the fourteenth century well illustrate the profusion of the
great at a time when it was usual to hold property in the portable form of plate and
jewels, The growth of commerce and the increase of prosperity in the fifteenth
and sixteenth centuries introduced luxurious habits among the middle class ; and
the inventories and wills of the time reveal a remarkable wealth of such possessions.
To this period belong the most numerous paintings and works of art illustrating
the use of rings, the most valuable being the pictures of the Flemish and German
schools, with their careful elaboration of detail, while next to these in precision
come the works of Italian painters, from which a multitude of interesting facts may
be derived, It may be here observed that pictures do not always afford the
information we should expect, for during some periods when rings were certainly
worn they are sparingly represented. The seventeenth century, as we know from
the number of surviving examples, was still prolific in rings. But it is curious
that they hardly ever appearin the portraits of the time; and were we to argue
from pictures alone, we might conclude that the fashion of wearing rings had fallen
into general disfavour. A walk through any large picture-gallery will soon reveal
the difference in this respect between the seventeenth century and the Renaissance.
Rings are absent precisely where we should most expect to find them ; the Court
beauties of Lely at Hampton Court have hardly one among them, and the same
absence is marked in contemporary portraits of both sexes preserved in other
places. It may have been that Lely, Kneller, and their followers considered that
rings interfered with the effect of the hands; but the drawing is not always of
such a quality as to justify the conclusion, and sitters of other periods have not
removed their rings with the same uniformity. It is not until the second half of
the cighteenth century that rings appear frequently again; the portraits by
Sir Thomas Lawrence are especially valuable for their study.

The manner of wearing rings! is necessarily restricted, but the fashions of
antiquity were for the most part preserved, and a few new customs were introduced.

! Tor customs in earlier times cf, F. H. Marshall, Catalogue, p. xxvi.
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The second finger, the digitus infamis of the Romans, remained the least popular,
though it was not altogether avoided ; for example, to take instances from three
different periods, the efficy of King _Tuhn in Worcester Cathedral shows a ring on
the second finger of the right hand,! St. Nicholas of Bari in Signorelli's * Virgin and
Child’ in the National Gallery (fig. 8) Wears one upon the middle finger of each hand,
and one is found on the left middle
finger of Lawrence's portrait of the
Countess of Blessington. The other
fingers were almost impartially
used, though the third was perhaps
the most favoured, especially for
betrothal and marriage rings; a
ring was quite commonly worn by
both sexes on the thumb down
to the sixteenth century, The Fic. 4. SIGNET oN FirsT FINGER. From the
allusions in Chaucer and Shake- - Portrait of a Man' by Petrus Christus (d. 1473).
i National Gallery.

speare torings worn on the thumb
are well known,?® and signets were frequently carried on it (fig. 3).

The first finger, now seldom used for the purpose, frequently carried a ring,
especially the signet.* Many portraits confirm the prevalence of this custom,

1 C. A. Stothard, Monumental Efficies, pl. xi. In the Liber Regalis de exequiis vepalibus
it is stated that a gold or gilt ring was placed on the middle finger of the King's right hand on
interment (Archaeslogia, iii, p. 387).

® Notes and Queries, 5th series, iv, p. 252 ; 4th series, x, p. 180.

% Accessible examples in works of art are—Natioral Galiery : Signorelli's* Virgin and Child’
(ring worn by St. Nicholas of Bari) (fig. 8) ; Solario, ¢ Portrait of a Senator’ (no. g23); Lorenzo
di San Severino, ¢ Marriage of St, Catharine ' (ring worn by episcopal saint) (fig. 10} ; M, Marziale,
¢ Circumcision® (ring worn by a woman on the left) ; M. Marziale, * Virgin Emd Child® (ring
worn by an episcopal saint) ; Aldegrever, ‘ Portrait of a Gentleman®; Memling, * Portrait of the
Duke of Cleves ' (fig. 5).

National Portrait Gallery : Edward IV ; Mary of Lorraine, (Jueen of James V of Scotland
(1515-60o). )

Hampton Court: Elizabeth Bourbon, Queen of Philip IV of Spain (School of Velasquez) ;
E. Lichinio, * Family Group® (ring worn by the father) ; Zncchero, * Queen Elizabeth.’

Windsor Castle: Portrait of Richard LIl (Burlington Magasine, June, 1911, plate opposite
p-122).

Wallace Collection : Van Dyck, * Wife of Philippe le Roy.'

Among monumental effigies may be mentioned that of Robert Lord Hungerford (d. 1455) in
Salisbury Cathedral (C. A. Stothard, Monumental Effigies, pl. 130).

A few other paintings may be mentioned: Memlinc’s *St. Blaise " in Liibeck Cathedral;
Raphael’s ¢ Cardinal Inghirami’; Rembrandt, ‘A Jewess'; Rubens, * Marie de Médicis ",

Sometimes two rings were worn on the thumb, as in Holbein's portrait of Jacob Meyer,

Burgomaster of Basel. : .
In one case, the monument of Bishop Oldham (d. A.D. 1519) in Exeter Cathedral, a single

ring appears to be passed over both thumbs.
' Cf. in the National Gallery Moroni's * Portrait of an Ecclesiastic’, and the portrait of

Dir, Fuschius by Bart. Bruyn.
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especially in the sixteenth century. Sir William Paulet, Marquis of Winchester,
in the picture belonging to the Society of Antiquaries here reproduced (fig. 7;
cf. fig. 4), affords an cxcellent illustration of the custom, and the picture is of
additional interest in that the signet is of a kind very popular in England; it is
armorial, with the arms cut in crystal, the tinctures painted beneath so as to be
visible but at the same time unexposed to damage from the hot wax (cf. nos. 316 fi.
and p. xxxi below). The episcopal ring, as noticed elsewhere, was worn on the
third or the first finger. The fourth finger of both hands was used for rings.
The practice of wearing rings on the upper joints ! was not uncommon ; there
seems to have been no distinction of sex, for we find kings, popes, and dukes
rivalling queens and other ladies in this particular. It was natural that the third
joint should be more rarely chosen, but even of this examples can be found ; the
monument of Lady Grushill in Hoveringham Church, Nottinghamshire, is a case
in point.” An excessive predilection for rings scems also to have been shared
by both sexes. The effigy of Lady Stafford in Bromsgrove Church, Staffordshire
(A. D. 1450), shows rings on every finger, and, centuries later, a portrait of the
Marchioness of Londonderry by Lawrence appears to show at least ten rings on
the left hand.* The hands of Queen Mary Tudor, from the portrait by Lucas de
Heere in the Library of the Seciety of Antiquaries of London, have been sclected
for illustration (fig. 2) because the rings are very clearly painted. It will
be observed that all the six are of a similar type. Though such a number
as ten rings on one hand cannot perhaps be paralleled in the case of men,
the occurrence of half a dozen for the two hands is frequent, from the
effigy of Bishop Oldham mentioned on the previous page, to Raphael's familiar
portrait of Julius II in the National Gallery (fig. 12). Johann Reuss,in Cranach’s
portrait in the Germanic Museum of Nuremburg (A.D. 1503), has three rings
on the little finger of the right hand, with a thumb-ring and another on the
left4 Heavy rings were often worn by children: Holbein’s * Princess Eliza-

' The custom of wearing rings on the second joint of the finger is illustrated in the following
pictures :

National Gallery: Ambrogio Borgognone, ‘ Famly Portraits’ (no. 78c) ; M. Marziale,
¢ Circumcision ' (rings worn by woman on the left); ‘Portrait of a Lady?’, German School
(no.722); K. van der Weyden, ¢ Portrait of a Lady’ (no. 1433); Mabuse, ‘ St. Mary Magdalen
(no.2163) ; Memline, ‘Duke of Cleves’ (fig. 5) ; Benozzo Gozzoli, *Virgin and Child with Saints’
(ring worn by 5t. Zenohius),

Hampton Court: Savoldo, * The Holy Family’ (ring worn by the donatrix).

Windsor Castle: Portraits of Henry V and Henry VI, painted for Henry VII (Hurlington
Magazine, June, 1911, p. 122).

T C. A, Stothard, Monwmental Effizies, pl. 110.

® For numerous rings a few pictures may be mentioned. The portrait of the Countess of
Richmond, mother of Henry VI, is a good example for England. Signorelli, * Virgin and Child
with Saints,” National Gallery—St. Nicholas of Bari wears five rings (fig. 8); Holbein, * Jacob
Meyer, Burgomaster of Basel'—five or six rings on the left hand ; Sir Thomas Lawrence, * Lady
Peel '—six on the third finger of the left hand ; ¢ Portrait of Benedikt von Hertenstein ' (fig. 16).

* E. Flechsig, Talelbilder Licas Cranichs des Alteren, 1900,
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beth’ at Hampton Court, represented at the age of thirteen, has four massive
gold ringswith gems; Velasquez’ portrait of the Infanta Maria Teresa, afterwards
Queen of Louis XIV, now in the Prade at Madrid, shows the princess wearing
two heavy rings on the right hand ; at the time when the portrait was painted she
was ten years of age.!

Rings were worn over gloves especially by ecclesiastics, but also by other
persons. Pictures in the National Gallery illustrate the custom.* The habit of
slashing the fingers of the gloves in order to show the rings beneath appears to

have been common about A.D. 1500 and is often shown in the works of Lucas
Cranach ; the hands of his ¢ Judith

with the head of Holofernes' are
reproduced (fig. 13) to illustrate the
custom, which, as other pictures by
Cranach show,” was adopted even by
bishops. Finger-rings were worn on
the person in other ways than on
the fingers. Sometimes they appear
strung round the neck, as in several
portraits by Cranach, of which one,
that of the Elector John the Constant
of Saxony, painted in 1526, is here
partly reproduced (fig. 6); * a portrait
of an old lady by an artist of the
School of Cranach affords an even
better example (fig. 15). The reason FIG. 5. HANDS OF THE DUKE oF CLEVES.
is possibly to be sought in the general From the portrait by Memlinc in the National
belief in the amuletic properties of Sajlery:

precious stones (see p. xliii). At other times a ring is seen threaded on the
cord of a hat® Yet another manner of wearing a ring was to suspend it
from the neck by a long string. Examples of this are seen in portraits of the
Tudor period, for instance in the portrait of Robert Cecil, first Earl of Salisbury,

! The fondness for rings in the latter half of the sixteenth century is proved by the number
mentioned in the inventories of the middle classes. Thus the inventory of Laurence Rookbye,
merchant, mentions nine gold rings, weighing 2§ oz. (Surtees Society, xxxv, p. .!zgj.

* Botticini, ‘St. Jerome with S8, Damasus, Eusebius, Paula, and Eustochium’ (no. 227)—
St. Damasus wears five rings over his gloves (fig. 11); Lorenzo di San Severino (no. 249),
“Marriage of St. Catharine'—four rings over the gloves of the episcopal saint on the right (fig. 10);
cf. M. Marziale, ‘ Virgin and Child enthroned,’ a picture already cited ; Cranach, * Portrait of
a Lady’ (no. 291).

* Cf also his portrait of Sibylla of Cleves. .

* E. Flechsig, Tufelbilder L. Cranachs des Alferen, 1900, pl. 88 ; pl. 87 and 89 illustrate the
same fashion. -

® Portrait in the Pinakothek at Munich of Bernhard IV, Margrave of Baden (1474-1536), by
Hans Baldung Grien (Classical Picture Gallery, . 32).
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in the possession of Viscount Powerscourt ;7 a second portrait of the same noble-
man, belonging to the Right Rev. Monsignor Lord Petre and dated 1599,
exhibits the same feature.? A ring worn on the hand is occasionally further
secured by a string or band. A portrait of Sir Henry Lee, K.G., by Sir Antonio
More, painted in 1568, and belonging to Viscount Dillon, shows the left thumb in
a ring suspended by a cord round the neck.”

Rings were sometimes attached to objects of value, especially those of a
devotional nature. The Waddesdon Collection in the British Museum affords an
example of this custom in a devotional carving in wood of the fourteenth century,
suspended by a chain at the end of which is a gold signet-ring, no. 229 of the
present Catalogue.* Another instance is recorded in the inventory of the jewels
of Henry V, in which we read of a gold devotional tablet set with rubies,
sapphires, and pearls, and, fastened by a chain, a ring set with a diamond.®
Examples like this recall the offering of rings among other jewels at famous
shrines, among others, that of St. Erkenwald in old St. Paul’s.’

Rings are sometimes seen, in pictures, upon the cylinders on which they were
kept in jewel caskets or cabinets. The portrait of Costanza de” Medici by Lorenzo
di Credi in the National Gallery (no. 24g90) shows one with three rings upon it.
Another (fig. 17) occurs in the portrait of a jeweller by a painter of the Saxon
School.” Such cylinders, obviously the most convenient carriers of rings, seem to
be mentioned in mediaeval inventories.®

EARLY CHRISTIAN AND BYZANTINE RINGS®

Early Christian rings have been so often described that little need be said of
them here. The pagan usage of wearing the ring, especially the signet, was
retained by Christians, who engraved the bezels with names and acclamations,

! Exhibited in the Tudor Exhibition, 18g0 (Catalogue, no. 330).

? Ibid. no. 312, * Ibid. no. 268,

' C. H. Read, The Waddesdon Beguest, Catalogue of Works of A#t, no. 231.

" The inventory was made in the second year of Henry VI. The entry, after describing
the tablet, continues: &/ wng Aml pendant p ung cheyne a dit Tabulet, garnis dun Diam,
(Rotuli Parliamentorum, iv, p. 218). Another entry (p. 220) mentions : 1 Anulx Fendant o
1 Cheyne, ovec 1 Diamand garniz de xviii Perles.

:' W. Sparrow Simpson, St Paul's Cathedral and Old City Life, pp. 12, 15.

L ;Pa#faf;‘a of Anonymous German Masters, published by the Burlington Fine Arts Club,
ondon.

* The inventory of jewels taken with Piers Gaveston (T. Rymer, Foedera, vol. iii (ed. 1706)
P- 389 ffem, sur un autre baston sept Anenx). ’

* C. Babington in Smith and Cheetham'’s Dictionary of Christian Antiguities, s.v. Rings
H. I.er:lercqlin Cabrol's ictionnaire @ archéologie chritienne, s.v. Anneaux : Martigny, Ek.;
anneany des premicrs Chrétiens, &c., Micon, 1858, and Dictionnaire des antiguitss chrétiennes,

5 v:.ﬁ'ﬂnr:.-u.rr; F. }I."l.{mus, Real-Encyliopidie, s.v. Ring; E. Waterton, in Arch. Sournal,
XXVI, PP. 137-47 5 xxviii, pp. 268-77, 28431,
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e.g. vivas in Deo, sometimes accompanied by the bust of the owner, or with those
symbols of the dove, the fish, the fisherman, the anchor, the ship, &c., which
St. Clement declared to be the proper devices for Christian use.! Examples of
these symbols appear on rings in the Catalogue, and on engraved gems of the
same period in the Museum Collections® We know from St. James ? that in the
time of the Apostles wealthy Christians wore gold rings; and that several of the
Fathers found reason to protest against extravagance in the manner of wearing
such ornaments* A few surviving rings may be earlier than
Constantine, but the greater number are of the fourth and succeed-
ing centuries, and in form resemble contemporary pagan work.”
We may specially note the key-rings (nos. 1 and 3) and no. 12,
which is in the form of a shoe, intended to indicate full possession
of the thing sealed. The commonest material is
bronze, but a considerable proportion are of gold;
silver rings are rarer.

In a few cases the ring is cut from the solid
stone, such as carnelian (e.g. no. 20).

The Christian betrothal-ring was usually of FIG. 6. RINGE WORN ROUND
gold from the second century onwards.” It was THE NECK. From a portrait

e - i ; : of Kurfiirst John Constans of

not necessarily plain, but might be sometimes in-  g,cony in the Coll, of Prince
scribed with a legend. It is probably impossible George of Saxony, Dresden.
to distinguish between the betrothal-ring and that
used during the ceremony of marriage ;7 most early mentions of the ring seem
to apply rather to the former.®

East Christian and Byzantine rings exist in considerable numbers, the later
examples showing affinitics with Saracenic types. The signet persisted throughout
the period of the East Roman Empire ; those of precious metal are chiefly of the
earlier centuries. More numerous are the bronze examples of the middle periods.
A large series has the invocation: O Lord preserve the wearer, or thy servant

' Paedagog. iii, ch, xi. Other devices not mentioned by Clement are the Good Shepherd,
sacred monogram (CAf Kko), palm-branch, the lamb, alféa and omega, &c.

* Catalogue of Early Christian and Bysantine Antiguiiies, plates i and ii.

2 Bp. iz

* Tertullian, de kab. mulicbr. c. 53 De cultu feminarum, c. ix (Migne, Patr. Lat. i, col.
1314) ; Apel. c. 6: Clement of Alexandria, as above; Cyprian, de Hal. Virg. c. 14; Basil,
Homil, ad Diwvit. c. 4 ; Jerome, Epist. ad Lael. c. 5—all cited by Babington.

5 On the forms see C. D. E. Fortnum in Arch. Journal, xxvi, p. 138,

" Tertullian, Apolaget. c. vi (Migne, Patr. Lat. i, col. 302).

" Leclercq in Cabrol, as above, col. 2191,

® See Babington, as above, p. 1808. The wearing of the ring on the third finger of the left
hand was probably the earliest usage in ltaly (A. du Saussay, Paweplia Episcopalis, p. 263 ;
Deloche, Etude . . . sur les anneanx . . . des premiers sidcles, p. Ixi). It must be remembered
that when the ancient writers speak of ‘the fourth finger' they mean our third, since they
counted the thumb as the first.
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such a one; and a still larger group, monograms embodying a similar formula, or
composing the owner’s name (nos. 95 ff.). The intaglio gem was little, if at all,
used for sealing, the lead bulla stamped by a die being commonly used for
attestation of documents.! Amulet-rings were freely worn under the Byzantine
Empire, and two examples may be noticed (nos. 59, 73); the Medusa-like head
of no. 59 was supposed to preserve from colic.

The most remarkable rings in the Collection are the gold marriage-rings
enriched with niello, which may be as early as the seventh century (nos. 46-9),
the earlier marriage-ring (no. 127), the gold signets (nos. 38, 88, g4, 111, 112), the
ring containing a coin of Marcian (no. 130) with its hoop fashioned in the shape
of two hares. It is to be feared that the association of no. g4 with the Emperor
Manuel Comnenus is too conjectural to be seriously maintained, though there are
a few rings in other collections assigned with some probability to historical

persons.”

EARLY TEUTONIC RINGS?

The Teutonic tribes who invaded the Roman Empire were great wearers of
rings ; archaeological discoveries show that these ornaments were worn by adults
and children of both sexes® The number of graves excavated in France,
Germany, and England is large and the material for comparative study extensive,

A considerable proportion of rings are signets, with portraits, names or mono-
grams, and emblems such as the cross, the Chi Klo, dove, &c, ; most of these have
the designs cut in a metal bezel.* Gems being rarely engraved before the ninth
century, intaglios in Teutonic rings are almost always antique, which usually
means Late Roman. The subjects of these are figures of Victory, Jupiter,
Fortuna, and others of the same kind, the legend, if any, being engraved round the
metal setting. DBut, as already stated, there seems to be some evidence for the
cutting of intaglios in the seventh century in the case of the rings made for the
Bishops Agilbert, Ebregisilus, and Arnulph (pp. xix, xx). The signets of Frankish
kings are mentioned below. Teutonic rings were frequently of gold or silver, the
latter being sometimes gilded. The commonest method of ornamentation is by

! After the Early Christian centuries the Byzantine gem-engravers seem to have preferred
to work in cameo.

* G. Schlumberger, M/ dlanges d'arch. bys. i, p. 349, massive gold ring with the name of
Basil I ; gold ring with the name of Aetius, patrician, and Strategus, slain by the Saracens in
the ninth century (ibid. p. 43, and Leclercq in Cabrol, as above, p. 2208).

* M. Deloche, Etude historigue e archdologiguee sur les anneany sigillaives et auwires des
premicrs sidcles du moyen dge, Paris, 1900; the same, ‘ Le port des anneaux dans I'antiquité
romaine et dans les premiers sitcles du moyen dge,’ in Mém. de FAcad. des Inscr. et Belles-
Lettres, xxxv, 2% partie; p..226,

! Barriere-Flavy, Les arts industriels des Gawles, Album, pl. Ixiii-Ixiv. Such wasthe signet
of Childeric, now lost, described by ]. Chifflet, Anastasis Childevici I Francorum regis, &c.,
1655 ; see also Deloche, Efude, p. 189,
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applied wire, and by pellets, while some rings are set with contiguous table
garnets, or pastes simulating them, these being the features which most con-
spicuously distinguish the Early Teutonic from the Roman ring. Some rings are
niclloed, and a few are enamelled, though these are probably not earlier than the
ninth century.

The rings found in pagan Anglo-Saxon cemeteries are for the most part plain in
character (nos. 187 (f.). But the later Anglo-Saxon series contains in addition a
number of fine gold rings independently found on the surface of the ground ; some
are enriched with niello, two bearing royal names (see above, p. xiv). The ring
of Alhstan, Bishop of Sherborne, now at South Kensington, is also richly nielloed ;
and the group as a whole confirms the opinion of the ability of Anglo-Saxon
goldsmiths which we derive from such objects as the Alfred Jewel in the
Ashmolean Museum at Oxford. Among other notable Anglo-Saxon rings is one
in the ‘same museum with a name Z///a (?) and what has commonly been read as
a profession of faith (Fides in Christo). A few Frankish rings appear to have been
given as betrothal-rings, among others that conjecturally assigned to Basine, Queen
of Childeric I;' but, as with Early Christian rings, it seems impossible to assert
of any that they were used in the actual ceremony of marriage.*

SIGNETS

Early Christian, Byzantine, and Early Teutonic signets have been incidentally
mentioned (p. xxvii), but a few details may here be added. St. Augustine’s signet
is said to have had an intaglio head in profile. Clovis, King of the Franks, at
the beginning of the sixth century promised to recognize the letters of the
Gallican bishops if authenticated by their seals® About the same period
Avitus, Bishop of Vienne, describes the manner in which he desired his signet to
be made—with a swivel, and engraved with his name in full and in monogram.!
The signet of Arnulph, Bishop of Metz, a gold ring with a carnelian engraved with
a fish in a basket between smaller fish, is preserved in the cathedral at that
city,” The seal becoming more and more essential in illiterate ages, the use of
the signet-ring continued practically without a break after the fall of Rome.
It was essential to the Franks and other Teutonic tribes, who, as already stated,

' Deloche, ~tude, &c., no. clxxx. The story of the sending of a betrothal-ring by Clovis I to
Clotilda is told by Fredegarius, Mistoria Francorum epitomata, c. xviii (in Migne, Patr, Lat. 1xxi,
col. 584).

* In Gaul the ring seems to have been worn on the right hand, contrary to the usual practice
in early centuries (Deloche, Etude, p. Ixi).

Y Anule signatas, Gregory of Tours, in Migne, Pafr. Lal. Ixxi.

' Letter Ixxviii, in Migne, as above, lix, pp. 280-1. Cf. E. Le Blant, fnscriptions chrét. de
da Gaiede, iy po 50

* Martigny, Diclionnaive des antiquités chritiennes, s. v. Annean éfiscofal. As already
noted (p. xx), the signet of Ebregisilus had an intaglio representing St. Paul the Hermit
(Smith and Cheetham, Dictionary of Christian Antiguities, col. 1804),

4=
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FiG. 7. PoOrRTRAIT OF THE MARQUIS OF WINCHESTER (d. 1572), in the
7 57

possession of the Society of Antiquaries of London, showing armorial
signet.

* Monograms were, however, occasionally cut on gems, as in the already-cited case of
St. Avitus, whose ring was set with a vernans lapis.

* The Merovingian kings used rings for the signature of state documents, and these were
kept by a dignitary known as the referendarius, Sigebert 11 appointed St. Bonitus, Bishop of
Clermont, to this office, annulo ex manu regis vecepto (Life, Jan. 15) ; and the referendaris of
Dagobert, father of Sigebert, sealed documents on the king’s behalf with the royal ring or
seal: annulo regis sive sigillo ab eo sibi commisso (Aimo, Ecel. Hist. iv. 14, quoted by Babington
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and all through the Middle Ages in the West, the signet retained its importance ;'
from the sixteenth to the cighteenth century, though the need for it was less, it
lost little of its popularity, and, while the more rapid methods of our own day
have reduced its practical value, it still holds its ground, albeit in most cases for
potential rather than actual use.

The antique gem continued in favour as a signet down to the fifteenth ceatury
and even later * (cf. nos. 217 ff.), but, with the establishment of heraldry, the armorial
signet was generally adopted by all entitled to bear arms. Examples from Italy
become frequent with the fourteenth century ; in other countries they arec not
common until the century following. But the best examples in this style belong to
the period of Elizabeth and the first two Stuarts ; and our own country could prob-
ably produce as fine types as any other—witness the series in the present Collection
alone. The seal of arms was probably worn by almost every gentleman, and was
so familiar an object that Sir Thomas North, translating an episode in Plutarch’s
Life of Artaxerxes, talks of Clearchus drawing a ‘seale of armes' from his
finger ; the mental picture of what a signet should be was evidently so precise
that it is insensibly reflected in his language, even though he goes on to state that
the ring was ‘graven with the dance of the Caryatides’. The wills and inven-
tories of this time make constant mention of armorial signets, which were often
specially bequeathed. Two examples of such bequests may suffice to illustrate
the practice.® A type of armorial signet has been already mentioned (p. xxiv), which
enabled the tinctures of the arms to appear, and thus lent the ring a more decora-
tive character ; it was especially popular in England. In these rings the arms are
engraved in crystal, under which they are repeated in colour, so that the ring can be
used for impressions without wearing the colours away. The signet of Mary Queen
of Scots (no. 316),the most interesting historical ring in the Collection, is of this type,
which is well illustrated in contemporary portraits ; among these may be noted
that of Sir William Paulet, Marquis of Winchester, to which allusion has been
made (p.xxiv; cf. fig.7). The man not entitled to bear arms might seal withadevice,
cither chosen at random, or concealing his name under the form of a rebus
(cf. no. g29) ;* if a merchant, he might use a merchant’s mark (cf. nos. 356, 559,

in Smith and Cheetham, Dict. oy Christian Antiguitics, col. 1803). Pepin is said to have
sealed with an intaglio representing the Indian Bacchus, Charlemagne with a Jupiter Serapis.
For the early Frankish royal signets see C. W. King in Arch. fowrnal, xxii, p. 121 and Rev.
Arch., 1864, p. 319
; b See above, pp. xxvii, xxviil
* The non-annular signets for private correspondence (secrefa) are of just the same character
as the rings; pood examples are in the British and Victoria and Albert Museums, Cf. also
Proc. Soc, Antiquaries of London, i, pp. 1634 ; Arch. fournal, viii, p. 419,
8 Will of Robert Lewen, Nov. 26, 1562: 7 give my ring with the seall of my armes fo
(Georg Lewen (Surtees Society, vol. cxii, 1906, Hills and Tnventories, p. 26). 'Will of Robert

Swift, Jan. 14, 1599-1600: To my most deare and entively beloved father, my ringe, swith the
armes of the Swiftes . . . (Ibid. p. 175).

i Cf. also Proc. Soc. Antiguaries of London, 2nd series, ii, p. 363.
c:2
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576, &c.),! Persons in comparatively humble walks of life used bronze signets
with very rough designs; the seal-rings bearing capital letters surmounted by
crowns ? were evidently very generally worn, as the number in existence is large
(nos. 334, &c.). Though, as already observed (p. xxiii), the signet might be worn
on the thumb, it was very commonly placed on the first finger (ef. figs. 4 and 7).

In addition to the signet of Mary Queen of Scots the Collection contains few
others of historical interest. That with the arms and initials of Henrietta Maria
(no. 650) is not contemporary with that queen ; but interest attaches to the sapphire
with the initials of the Old Chevalier (no. 652). It has been recalled (p. xxi) that
the signet of Charles I is at Windsor Castle.”

In the Kast the signet has been in use from time immemorial, and was
employed under all the ancient civilizations, the substance which received the
impression being wax or clay.* No. 2333 shows Graeco-Roman tradition adopted
by some partly hellenized people on the north-western borders of India, and was
intended to make an impression in wax. In later times the Oriental signet was
invariably made to give an impression in ink on paper, a method more suitable
than our own to the hot climates of the East, and this rule applies from the
most westerly Mohammedan countries to China and Japan. The Oriental signet
commonly bears a legend, either with the name of the owner, or with a maxim,
or text from the Koran (Section M. 1).

DEVOTIONAL AND ECCLESIASTICAL RINGS

The wearing of rings with figures or legends of a devotional character has
been general from Early Christian to modern times (cf. Section A); it did but
increase as the Middle Ages advanced and the cult of the saints extended. In
addition to Early Christian examples. the Collection contains a representative
series of the types most usual in mediacval and later centuries, beginning with
rings bearing inscriptions of universal adoption such as Adwve Maria aratia
plena or lesus Nasarenus Rex Tudacorum (nos. 681 ff,, 701).  One of the principal

' Proc, Sec. Antiguaries of London, xii, pp. 6-7; xv, p. 235. For merchants’ marks see
also drch. fournal, v, p. 53 xv, p. 2893 Jowrn. Brit. Arch. Association, i, p. 1153 xlix, p. 45
Nerfolk Archacology, in, p. 177.

* For these rings of. Proc. Soc. Antiquaries of London, iii, P. 259; vi, p- 384 x, p. 296;
xiiiy p. 214 3 xx, p. 289, &e. ; Gentlemarn's Magasine, Ixxiv, p- 305.

It may be of interest to give a reference here for another famous signet, the well-known
* bague de Saint-Louis’ in the Louvre. M. E. Babelon considers that it is not earlier than the
fifteenth century (Cafalogue des Camdes antiques et modernes de la Bibliothdgue Nationale,
lﬁg?: p. lsxxi). The ring is figured by Barbet de Jouy, Gemmes et joyaux de la couronne,
pl. xi. See also J. Labarte, Mistoire des arits industriels, iii, p. 204.

' The discoveries of inscribed wooden tablets in Turkestan show us clay still employed in
the early centuries of our era, and in some cases bearing impressions of Late Roman intaglios,
probably set in rings (M. Aurel Stein, Awncient Khatan, pl. xcviii-c).
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groups in the class is formed by the so-called Zconagraphic rings, which derive
their name from the sacred persons or saints with which their bezels are
engraved (nos. 722 ff.). The type is|characteristically English, the hoops being
commonly wreathed, engraved with sprigs, and enamelled ; a note on p. 111 gives
the names of the most popular saints and the reason for their choice. Icono-
graphic rings were often engraved with mottoes such as mon caur aves, loial désir,
per bon amour, en bon an, &c., which seem to show that they were used as betrothal
and New Year's gifts (nos. 722, 725, 746, 747). Special attention may be drawn
to the Coventry ring (no. 718), and to no. 719, both with representations of the

Fic. 8. HaxNDs oF S5T. NICHOLAS OF Barl.  From Signorelli’s * Virgin and Child
with Saints’’, National Gallery.

Five Wounds of Our Lord. Though not of the form adopted for iconographic
rings, they essentially belong to the class. Memento mori rings (nos. 811 ff.) 1 with
a skull and cross-bones, or a complete skeleton, embodied ideas which had
obtained general acceptance in the late Middle Ages, and are expressed in
other minor works of art, such as ivory carvings, represented in the Mediaeval
Collections.* -

Decade-rings form another conspicuous group (nos. 788 {I.).* These rings, of
which surviving examples mostly date from the sixteenth century and later,
have round the outer side a series of knobs or projections, usually but not

! Such rings are found in inventories. Thomasin Heath, in her will dated 1596, bequeathed
to her sister ‘a golde ringe with a deathe's head for a remembrance of my good will” (Surtees
Society, vol. cxil, p. 163). In Leve's Labour's Lost Diron compares Holofernes to * d death’s face
inaring’. A passage in Marston's Dufck Courtesan is often quoted to show that these rings
were womn by light women about 1600. See F. Parkes Weber, Adspects of Death in Art, Index:
8. v. Memento mori.

: Catalogue of Ivory Carvings of the Christian Era, nos, 441-4,

* Jones, Finger-ring Lore, p. 248 ; Proc. Soc. Anliguaries of London, vi, p. 59; Arch.
Sowrnal, v, p. 63; xx, p. 74; Gentleman's Magazine, Ixii, p. 612.
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always ten, whence the name.! They were used in the recital of the Awze or Hail
Mary (Luke i. 28), the prayer being repeated as each knob passed under the
finger; when the bezel with its cross was reached the Pafer Noster was said.
The example with the arms of Tichborne (no. 788) is of greater intrinsic
value than most, for the decade was widely diffused, and largely used by the
illiterate who could not read their prayers. The Rev. Francis Trappes con-
sidered that such rings were more common in Ingland than elsewhere, since
during the existence of penal laws they could be more easily concealed than
rosaries.®

The Collection does not contain examples of those rings containing relics of
which there is frequent historical and documentary evidence. We read, for
example, that Macrina, sister of St. Gregory of Nyssa, set in an iron ring a piece
of the wood of the True Cross, recently discovered by St. Helena,® and that
Gregory the Great presented to princes golden key-rings containing filings from
St. Peter’s chains.* Inventories in like manner make mention of reliquary-rings:
thus Elizabeth Lady Fitzhugh, in her will dated in 1427, bequeaths to her son
Robert ‘a Ryng with a Relyke of Saint Petre fingre’.” A ring containing lignum
dominicum in a wardrobe account of Richard IT would seem to be a relic-ring.®
Nor is there an example of a ring worn by a royal personage on fast days, such
as the anwnel des Vendredis worn by the King of France on Fridays,?

The ring was worn by bishops as by other Early Christians, but there is
uncertainty as to the time when it was first used as a symbol of their office®
A ring was found on the finger of Caius, Bishop of Rome (283-96), when his
tomb was opened in A. D. 1622 and Eusebius, bishop in A.D. 310, is said to

have had a ring with the sacred monogram and his own name." A ring was

' The Rev. Francis Trappes, in a note on these rings in _fourn. Brit. Arch. Association,
xiv (1858), p. 271, states that he himself had used a decade-ring at Stonyhurst, and that such
rings were known as fens.  This seems to dispose of Mr. Edmund Waterton's theory that the
decade was not really a rosary-ring (Arok. Journal, xx, p. 74).

* Ibid. p. 272.

" Greg. Nyss., Life of Macrina in Migne, Patrol. Graec. xlvi, p- 990. The wood of the True
Cross probably provided relics for rings in all centuries.

! Gregory, Letters, i, Ep. xxxi ; vi, Ep. vi (see Migne, Patrol. Lat. Lxxvii, cols. 484 and 768).

® Surtees Society, ii, 1835 (Wills and Inventories), p. 74,

® W. Paley Baildon, Archaeologia, Ixii, p. 499. The inference is
a fragment of wood of the Cross.

x Aslhy Charles"‘.?' (]. Labarte, /nventaire . ..de Charles V, p. 83} Two ammeany des
Vendrediz are mentioned, one with a cameo representing the Crucifixion,
sapphire.

* See ]Iahi'ngtun, in Smith and Cheetham’s Dictionnry of Christian Antiguities, col. 1803,
and Leclercq in Cabrol's Dictionnaive & Avch, chrétienne et de Liturgie, col. 2181 ; Octavius
Morgan, Archacologia, xxxvi, p. 3923 ]. Kirchmann, De arrzrelis, eh. xx.

* Aringhi, Rama Subt, iv, c. 48, vol. ii, p. 426 ; Boldetti, Ciumz, p. 102,
' Du Saussay, Panopi. episc. p. 215,

that the ring contained

the other with a
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found in the tomb ef Birinus, Bishop of Dorchester (d. 640);' another in that
of St. John of Beverley (d, 721).2 The ring of Agilbert with an intaglio repre-
senting St. Jerome has been noted (p. xix) ; the ring of Leodegar or Leger, Bishop
of Autun in the late seventh century, was preserved in Paris in 1636 ;" and the
fine nielloed ring with the name of Alhstan, now in the Victoria and Albert
Museum, is{attributed to Alhstan, Bishop of Sherborne. But in all these cases
there is nothing to show that the ring had anything to do with the bishop’s con-
secration.

There seems no proof that rings were used at the consecration of bishops
before the latter half of the sixth century.* Mr. Octavius Morgan has alrcady
pointed out that in the Apostolical Constitutions, where there are minute
directions for the ceremonial, nothing is said of rings; and this is presumptive
evidence, though the custom may have prevailed for some time before it was
first recorded. Isidore, Bishop of Seville from A.D. 595 to 633, says in the
second book of his Eeclesiastical Offices® that the ring is given on consecration
as a mark of pontifical honour and for the signing of private documents.
A letter of Pope Boniface in A. D, 610° mentions the pontifical ring as attached
to the episcopal dignity, and the twenty-cighth canon of the fourth Council of
Toledo, held in A.D. 633, decrees that a deposed bishop cannot be restored unless
he receive the stole, »ing, and staff again before the altar.” The giving of the ring
is mentioned in the sacramentary of Gregory the Great} in the pontifical of
Egbert, Archbishop of York (732-66), and in various early mediaeval services
for ordination.” Tt seems probable that the earliest episcopal rings were usually
signets ; 1 but in later times it was customary to have an unengraved gem. This
is stated in a decision of the Synod of Milan, and is borne out by the character
of episcopal rings known to us; but the words in which the decision is actually
recorded are perhaps later than the seventh century.’ The episcopal ring, which
was of gold, was at first placed upon the fourth (our third) finger of the right

\ Surius, De vitis sanctorum, vi, p. 220, Venice, 1681.

* Dugdale, Hist, of the Collegiate Church of Beverley, p. 55, in Appendis to History of
81, Pawl's Cathedral.

$ A, du Saussay, Panaplia episcepalis, 1646, 1i, p. 183. Another early ring is conjecturally
assigned to Leudinus, Bishop of Toul, A.D. 660 or G8o.

* Babington in Smith and Cheetham’s Dictionary of Chrisfian Anifguities, p. 1804.

8 Ch.v,§12. ¢ Labbe and Cossart, Sacrosancta Concilia, v, col, 1618.

T Marriott, Vest. Christ. p. 753 Labbe and Cossart, as above, v, col. 1714.

8 The references for this and the following data are all collected in Smith and Cheetham,
p. 1806, and Cabrol, Dict. & Arch. chrétienne et de Litfurete, cols. 21823,

® Marténe, De ant. ril. ecclesiae, i, ch, viii, art. xi, Ordo iii, Ordo v, Ordo wviii, Ordo ix.
Letters of Pope Nicholas 1 (858-67) and of Charles the Bald refer to rings of consecration
{Leclercq, as above, col. 2183).

© Waterton, Arch. Jowrn. xx. 225. For the ring of 5t. Arnulph of Metz see above, p. xx.

N Casterum anulus episcopalis ex auro puro solide conflatus constat, cum genma pretiosiori
in qua nikil sculpti esse debel (H, Leclercq in Cabrol, col. 2185 ; Archacologta, xxxvi, p. 397)-
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hand, the first mention of this usage being in a letter of Hincmar (845- 5*{)1’ but
later it seems to have been also worn on the first finger of that hand, for which use
various reasons have been alleged, one that this first finger was known to
the Romans as the fnder Salutaris, and was the finger raised in commanding
silence.?

The above facts establish the ancient use of episcopal rings in the primary sense
of the word, those, namely, which were given at the ceremony of consecration,

Fic. 9. HANDS oF AN EPriscoral SaINT., From a picture of the
Flemish School in the National Gallery: ‘A Count of Hennegau
and his patron Saints.’

But we must distinguish such rings from others worn by bishops in the Middle
Ages and the Renaissance. These are all described as pontifical rings in
inventories;* and we can only conjecture which the real ring is by its position.
Early pictures show bishops wearing numerous rings over their gloves (figs.
10, 11), and probably all of these would be described as ¢ pontificals’. Rings
were worn both on fingers and thumbs when singing High Mass,* and the episcopal
glove being rather thick, they had to be of large size. It scems possible that such
rings were kept in cathedrals, to be used when required.”

It was the usage upon the death of a bishop for his ring, presumably the
consecration ring, to be handed over to the royal treasure, the phrase used being
liberatus (or redditus) in garderoba. The inventory of 28 Edward 1 affords
numerous examples for our own country ; the rings of the Archbishops of Canter-

! Epistolae, xxix, in Migne, Pair. Lat. cxxvi, col. 188, Cf. J. Kirchmann, D¢ amnulis,
p. 26. It has been already noted (p. xxvii) that the thumb counted as the first of five fingers.

* G. Longus, D¢ anulis, p. 41; H. Kornmann, /e fripiici annulo, p. 15,

* Cf. ). Wickham Legg, ‘ On an Inventory of the Vestry in Westminster Abbey takenin 1388°
(Archacologia, i), where ‘ glovys and pontyfycales® are mentioned.

* D. Rock, The Church of our Fathers, ii, p. 169,

* The inventory of 5t. Paul's in 1445 mentions a case containing pontifical and other rings
(W. Sparrow Simpson, 852 Parl's Cathedral and Old City Life, p. 43). Tor a similar case at
Canterbury see |. Dart, Hist. and Antig. of the Cathedral Church af Canterbiry, Appendix, p. xiii.
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bury, York, and Dublin, and the Bishops of Salisbury, Bath and Wells, and Exeter,
and of the Abbot of Abingdon, are all mentioned.! The same usage prevailed in
other countries. The inventory of Charles V of France includes eight anneanly
pontificanly @ prelat® The Emperor had from early years claimed the same
right® But the return of the ring can hardly have been rigorously enforced,
because rings of value, bearing all the appearance of consecration rings, have been
discovered in the coffins of bishops, and were undoubtedly buried with them.?
But where a ring of small intrinsic worth has been found in the coffin, as in the
case of Lawrence Booth, Archbishop of York, buried in Southwell Cathedral, it
may perhaps be regarded as a substitute for the real ring handed over to the royal
treasury.” On the other hand, we may note that the inventory of 16 Elizabeth,
quoted below, contains a silver-gilt ‘ pontificall " set with a counterfeit sapphire,
as if the monarch had been content to accept the substitute in place of the original.
The Archbishops of Canterbury also claimed pontifical rings of deceased bishops,*
but these appear to have been the ‘second best’ rings, and were accompanied by
the prelate’s seals.

, There seems little doubt that the correct stone for the true episcopal ring
was the sapphire. Of English examples, the rings of three early bishops,
Flambard (1099-1128), Geoffrey Rufus (1133-40), William de 5t. Barbara
(1143-52), in the Durham Chapter Library, all have sapphires.” So has the ring of
William of Wykeham, preserved at Winchester ;* so have the fine ring of William
Wrytlesey, Archbishop of Canterbury (d. 1374), in the collection of 5ir Arthur
Evans, a ring of an unidentified bishop in the Cathedral of Chichester,’ and
that of Bishop John Stanbery of Hereford (d. 1474)."° Among the bishops’ rings
in the inventory of 28 Edward I already quoted, those of the Archbishops of
Dublin and York, and of the Bishops of Salisbury and St. Asaph, have sapphires.
The rings of the Bishops of Bath and Wells and the Abbot of Abingdon, both
with sapphires, were among the jewels taken with Piers Gaveston®  Archbishop

L Liber guoticianus confrarotulalorins, &, 28 Edward /, PP 314-5; 348 (published by the
Society of Antiquaries of London, 1787).

* |. Labarte, Jnventaire, &c., p- 136.

3 Kirchmann, De annulis, ch. xx, p. 183.  The ring had played its part in the great struggle
for the right of investiture between the popes and emperots, investiture being ger annudim
(or wirgam) et bacudum (cf. Sigebert, Chronicle, year MCXI; “'ilﬁé.lm uf.hlainlesl‘:l:try. Crest.
Reg. Angl. i, § 202). The different stages of the quarrel are concisely given by Kirchmann.
See also Smith and Cheetham, Dictionary of Christian Antiquities, s.v. Investiture,

4 Instances are quoted by W. Jones, Finger-ring Lore, p. 203

S Proc, Soc, Antiguaries of London, 2nd series, viil, p. 243.

U Arch, Journal, xi, pp. 274 fL. ? Archacologia, XE‘-f: p- 33?_~ o

* Exhibited with other episcopal rings by the Dean of Winchester at the Special Exhibition
of Worles of Art at South Kensington Museum in 1862 (Cafalogue, p. Iﬁ_‘jfr.l.

Y Arehacological Journal, xx. p. 235. 1 ]hid. p. 236.

W [ iber quotidianus contrarol, pp. 344-5, 348

1 Rymer, Foedera (1706), iii, p. 389,
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Parker’s ring had a sapphire,) The ‘ Bague de Saint Loup’ in the Treasury of
Sens Cathedral has the same gem.* The use of several stones, either of the.s:fme
or of different kinds, on pontifical rings is well authenticated. Though William
of Wykeham's consecration ring (see above) was set with a sapphire, a ring 11:rhich
he bequeathed to his successor in his will, and described as his larger pnntlﬁ.cal.
is set with a sapphire surrounded by balas rubies.’ Several of the bishops’ rings
in the Edwardian inventory are described as came rubettis. In the inventory of
165 Elizabeth (A.D. 1574) two ‘ pontificalls* with divers stones are entered.! The
French pontifical rings in the already cited inventory.of Charles V have almost
without exception a variety of stones; one has an emerald, five balas rubies, five
large pearls, and a sapphire ; two have sapphires and wienues pierreries ; one has
a cameo with twelve pearls, two sapphires, and two emeralds; another a large
sapphire among turquoises and garnets; two more have sapphircs, emeralds,
pearls, and garnets.” The collection of Pope Paul IT (Barbo) contained several
pontifical rings with sapphires, mestly accompanied in the same way by other
stones.® The amethyst, as of a similar symbolism to the sapphire, appears to
have sometimes replaced that stone: an example is the ring of Henry of Worcester,
Abbot of Evesham (d. 1263).7 Other single stones are frequent in rings associated
with mediaeval bishops, but we cannot be sure whether these rings are anything
more than ‘ pontificals’ in the extended sense of the word. The ruby is found in
the ring of Archbishop Greenfield of York (d. 1315),% and in that of Bishop Richard
Mayew or Mayo of Hereford (d. 1516)." Among the bishops' rings already
mentioned as returned to the royal treasury and inventoried in the reign of
Edward I, we find examples with emerald, ruby, topaz, and peridot.'® Some rings

' His inventory, dated 1577, has the following item: & ringe with a blewe sapphire, at
i) Ii, (Archacologia, xxx, p. 27).

* Viollet-le-Duc, Dictionnaire du Mobilier frangais, iii, p. 21.

= N_i::n!asg Testamenta Vetusta, ii, p. 767. The ring found in Bishop Gardiner's tomb has
an oval intaglio on plasma, with a head of-Minerva (Cafalogue of the Special Lxhibition, &oc., on
loan af the South Kensinglon Musewm, 1862, no. 7197, p. 636).

* British Museum, Stowe MS. 535:

Fol. 6. [tem, oone Pontificalle Ring of course golde with a sapker in it, and rounde
about the same, sei with five course smale emeraudes and V course smale Larnettes . . . ponderans
J o5 seand.

. ¥ol. 25", Mo ovone Pontificall of silver and guilt, kaving a counterfeit sapher in the
middest and about the same ifff peavies and thre cowrse stones
* Labarte, p. 136.
*. E. Mintz, Les Arts d Ja Cour des Pages, ii, pp- 187-8, and Aew
xxxvi (1878), p. 205. The other stones are emeralds, garnets,
T Archaeologia, xx, p. 560,
: G. A. Puuh{un& _[: Hugall, An Historical and Descriptive Guide to Vorb Cathedral, p. 195.
x f;i.&acnfngfzz: XXX, pe 2493 Arek. Jowrnal, xx, p. 236.
o b:d :s f::i‘::‘f::’;’i? &c., as above, pp. 3445, 348. A ring of the Bishop of Salisbury is
: i etio perforato. In the Westminster inventory of 1 388 are several rings
both with sapphires and red stones (J- Wickham Legg in Archaeologia, lii, p. 199).

-« ponderans j os. dim.

we archéologigie, N. 5.,
and rubies, with pearls.
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described as episcopal have no gem. The gold ring found at Charroux and
associated with the name of Giraldus, Bishop of Limoges (d. 1c22), has a large
quatrefoil bezel.!

The rings which can be regarded with any certainty as those given at
consecration being at once few in number and various both in form and
ornament, there would appear to be no safe criterion by which they can be
distinguished from rings worn by laymen. The sapphire was a popular stone, by
no means reserved for ecclesiastical use, and the very variety of the attested
specimens seems to show that, as far as outward appearance goes, pontifical rings
were not a class apart, but followed contemporary fashions; there was no
traditional form persisting century after century, Such being the uncertainty of

Fi6. 10. ErPiscoral. Haxps, From the ‘ Marriage of St. Catherine " by Lorenzo
di San Severino, National Gallery,

the whole subject, it has scemed best in the Catalogue itself to make no
assumptions, and to class a number of rings commonly described as * episcopal * or
‘ecclesiastical” with the main body of ornamental rings. (Cf. nos. 1749 fi., 1827 ff))
Many of these may well have been worn by clerics, and some by bishops ; but
of few could it be asserted with confidence that they are pontifical, either in
the wider or the narrower sense. The large series of ‘stirrup-shaped’ rings with
sapphires (nos. 1782 ff.) seem to have no valid right to the title. ‘

It will be gathered from quotations made above that certain abbots were
invested with the ring, but the privilege was txca?tioml, and in ear_Iy tmeE
disliked by bishops.? Abbesses are represented on the;r monuments wearing rings,
as for example Agnes Jordan, Abbess of the Bridgetine Convent of Syon, on her
brass at Denham, Bucks.® The date when the ring was given to abbesses is not
precisely known ; the custom was abolished by Gregory X{II i.n 15724 It has
been conjectured that the ring with the name of Leubacius, in the Cathedral
at Tours, may have been that of Leobatius, first abbot of the monastery of

1 Didron, Annales archéologigues, x, 1580. .2 ! . ur
! Leclercq in Cabrol, col. 2186,  The benediction of abbots’ rings is not mentioned in ritual

until the fifteenth century.
* H. Druitt, Costume in Drasses, p. 98.

4 Leclercyg, col. 2187.
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Senaparial (Senneviéres, Indre-et-Loire), but the style of the ornament seems
rather too late to justify the attribution. Nuns were symbolically espoused to
Christ by a ring, and the Museum possesses an example (no. 712). These
appear to have been sometimes set with gems, and, as we should expect, with the
sapphire.” Widows sometimes inherited property from their husbands on condition
of taking a vow of chastity, and assumed a mantle and a ring.* Any cleric might
wear a ring, and from documentary evidence it is clear that the clergy often
possessed more than one ring of value. But no one beneath the rank of bishop
(or, in later centuries, of abbot) wore a ring as indication of rank or sacred office.”
We may note, however, that in the archdeaconry of Chester, on the death of
a priest, his best horse, saddle, bridle, bit, and spurs; and his best signet or ring,
passed into the possession of the bishop as archdeacon.” Both bishops and
clerics of lower rank sometimes received bequests of rings. By the will of
Martin de Sancta Cruce, dated A.D. 1259, rings are bequeathed to the Arch-
bishop of York, the Bishops of Durham, Norwich, and Chester, the Dean and
residential canons of York, and the Vicar of Auckland.’

If episcopal rings still present difficulties, the so-called papal rings (nos. 832 fi.)
are even more perplexing. These,it will be remembered, are massive, sometimes
even ponderous rings, bearing arms or names of popes, cardinals, archbishops, and
sometimes bishops, with accessories such as the papal tiara, the crossed keys,
cardinals’ hats, mitres, and very frequently the symbols of the Evangelists. The
salient fact about all these rings is their small intrinsic value; they are all of gilt
bronze, and set either with glass pastes or inferior stones.® In view of the very
considerable number of these rings, their undoubted authenticity,” and their

' Deloche, Essai hist. et arch. sur les anneaux, 1900, p. 44.

® An allusion in a sermon of St. Ambrose possibly implies that in his time a ring was given
to nuns on the day of their consecration, He says: Minc est guod anulo fidei Agnes se asserdt
m&a:jrmnm (Sermon xlviii, in Migne, Patr. Lat, xvii, col. 701). Pontificals from 1200 onwards
mention the ring in the ceremony of consecration (Leclercy in Cabrol, col. z188).

¥ Liber quotidianus contrarotulatorius, &c., 28 Edward 1, p. 348 : Unus anulus auri farvies
cum saphivo gui fuil de anwiis provis pro Monialibus de Amoresbury contra earundem
Drofessionen.

¢ Cf. the will of William Edlington, of Castle Carlton, June 11, 1466 (F. I. Snell, Zike Custonts
of Old England, p. 17); in other wills the portion of a widow refusing the mrnditin;'l is reduced.

.' Marténe, D¢ antiguis ecclesiae ritibus, iii, ch. xii, n, 11 : Episcopus debet habere amnnlsim
yr:m:‘ sponsus est.  Cacleri sacerdotes non, guia sponsi non sunt, sed amici sponsi, vel vicarii,
Arck. Journal, 1854, p. 271, !

" Surtees Society, Wills and Inventories, 1835, p. 7: ftem Domino Eboracensi annulunt
MEUM CUm. rubeto majori. . . . ftem Domino Dunclmensi annulum cum saphyr’ majori. . .
Ii:m amli capiantur de melioribus existentibus Ebovaci ef dentuy Dominds Norwycensi et
Karleolensi episcapis. . . . Jtem Decano Eboracenss et Singulis canonicis residenciam facientibus

ﬂ:.lfmlrzfrmf#m aurt cuem saphir’ fonderis civea x wvel ¥ij denariovume.  Iteme domino Roberto
Vicario de Aucland uniom annulum awrs.

" Proc. Soc. Antiguaries of Lomdon, 1st series, iv, p, 2303

: 2nd series, ii, p. 431 ; xi, p.
* They are most unlikely to have been fabricated for P8 2 1, Pl 4305 X3, p. o

deception of collectors as early as
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association with the late mediaeval centuries of which records are abundant, it is
curious that there seems to be no certain knowledge as to their origin or usc.
The theory which finds most acceptance describes them as rings of investiture,
and supposes that they were transmitted to new holders of papal fiefs or high
offices in the Church on accession to their new dignity. One difficulty in this
view lies in the fact that many of the rings were evidently made for dignitaries who
either were never popes or were elected at a time later than that of the manufacture
of the ring; we should therefore have to suppose that the cardinal and the bishop

Fic. 11. Haxps. From Botticini’s ¢ S5t. Jerome with St. Damasus and
other Saints ', National Gallery.

shared with the pope the custom of investing by ting. According to another
hypothesis, they were carried as credentials by ambassadors or minor envoys, much
as a King's Messenger carries a badge ; but there is no proof of this, and smaller
rings would certainly have been more convenient.?

Amid so much that is uncertain, one thing seems clear, that these rings cannot
have been worn by the popes themselves. It is impossible to believe that the
sovereign pontiff ever wore such cheap and cumbrous ornaments; and though in
portraits of individual popes, as for example Raphael’s Julius IT in the National

A.D. 1404, when one is mentioned in the Este inventory: Une annello di oftone dorato cum
wedro rosso guadre grande ligato dentfve cum lo milra of chiove ef quatro Evangelisti dintorno
tagiiati (G, Campori, Raccolia di Cataloghi ed Frventarii tnedifs, p. 27, Modena, 1870). CF. also
one of Pius 11 figured and described hy J. Chiffiet, Anmwelus pontificius Fio I assertus.
Chifflet assumes the ring to have been worn by the Pope,and says : anmwlus est inpens ahenesus
inauratus genma meliore digito Pii Pagae 11 factus fretiosior.

! The occurrence of the arms of European kingdoms as well as those of the Popz (for
example, rings of Paul IT bear the arms of France and Aragon) perhaps suggested this idea,
the second arms being assumed to be those of the kingdom to which the envoy was accredited.
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Gallery, rings of considerable size are worn (fig. 12), they are evidently of
4 different character from those under consideration. Moreover, numerous
duplicates exist, notably in the case of Pius II (Piccolomini) and Paul II (Barbo).
Personal use by the Pope is therefore for every reason excluded.! The same may
probably be said with regard to the use of such rings by cardinals. There is no
doubt that it was the custom for the Pope to present a ring to each cardinal on
his consecration, The Ordo Romanus XIV (about A.D. 13j00) states that the
rings were given at the close of the Consistory. But we know that these were
rings of value, usually containing costly sapphires,” as appears from the accounts
of the distribution by Eugenius IV, at the promotion of A.D. 1439. The
assumption that any of the existing ‘papal rings’ were used for this purpose
certainly requires confirmation, Cavaliere G. Zippel states that during the
pontificate of Paul 11, at any rate, the accounts of the Camera Apostolica have no
entries of disbursements in relation to rings of this type.” There is a well-
known instance in which a Pope sent a ring as a sign of investiture, but the
date was earlier than that of the * papal ring ', and the intrinsic value of the gift far
greater. This was when Pope Hadrian recognized Henry Il of England as King
of Ireland, the incident being related by John of Salisbury.* During the
period of tension between Empire and Papacy an anti-pope was once himself
iitl_vgstcd by an emperor. A letter of Arnulph to the archbishops and bishops
of England relates that Vietor X1 suffered this indignity at the hands of Frederic
Barbarossa, and a rescript of Pope Alexander complains of the act as an outrage
unparalleled in history. In connexion with papal rings may be mentioned rings
fj[ a somewhat similar character, bearing crowns or shields of arms, and con-
jectured to be rings of investiture issued by kings or dukes (nos. 16go, 1691).

AMULET-RINGS

The cI:Larm-ring of the Christian era was held in the same respect as that of
mf-:}r;: ancient periods. By virtue of the legends or figures engraved upon it,

B it
with ir:ut:h';igld !;:;‘:jg of the fisherman, a signet engraved on the bezel with St. Peter in a boat
e ‘#1I|i.1nlz I}E:.J Aumd‘fnr each Pope, see E. Waterton, Archacologia, x|, p- 138.
B, D318 Maibne. 2o g oo des Foges pendant les XV® ot XVI* sicles; §) 1878, o 5t
were iJn 1|':E halsit of w i b I, €. vili, § xi. Prior to the sixteenth century cardinals
i il -:mmg‘numemus rings ; _Iatfz:r it became customary to wear only one.
pontificato di Pagto 11 mo o aa, che nei libri di conto della Camera apostolica durante il
El!;: sta illustrando * {Lmr;?l;::i:’e:;ﬁ nota di pagamento per oggetti simili a quelli che
Bk.1IV: ; : Tran
ir mel}r.:lr:;m:"?:f:;-:; a‘-::fadd H.P&emm?: Jure heveditario possidendum. . . . Annwlum guogue
Hybernia, Idemgue mﬁru.,: mr?g,fg. i tft‘mm{:rm ) Quo fievel nvestitura juris in gevendd
Kirchmann, De ausilis SERNNIAC Vee L‘#_m.{: archio publice custodivi jussus est, Quoted by
[ Py ik Pp- Igﬁ"?r who cites other i_n_smncg_s_
A seculls inauditum (Kirchmann, as above, pp. 193-4).
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it was set, it was expected to avert from the wearer perils by sea and land, to
carry him safely past enemies and robbers, and preserve him from pestilence or
sudden death. The faith reposed in these amulets was absolute, and those who
relied upon them doubtless accepted without reserve such a tale as that in the
Morte d Arthur, in which a magic ring enables Sir Gareth to baffle all comers
in the tourney by changing the colour of his arms at will. The Gnostics whose
gems were often worn in the Middle Ages, handed down to later times much
of their peculiar belief in the efficacy of ‘words of power’; and superstitions of
this kind, augmented from cabalistic and other Oriental sources, found their final
expression in magical treatises like those of Cornelius Agrippa and other occult
philosophers of the Renaissance and the seventeenth century.

The old superstitious belief in the mysterious qualities of gems is manifested Qualities
in numerous mediaeval treatises from which later writers derived their information.” of gems.
The finer and more poetical ideas of religious symbolism are here confounded
with the crudities of mere superstition. All are familiar with the belief that the
sapphire, the colour of the Virgin and of the heavens, preserved the chastity of
the wearer; but the same virtue was attributed to the emerald and the green
jasper,® and similar beliefs were extended to other gems, We may take an
example from the Bestiary, which derived its petrology, like its other science,
indirectly from Pliny and other ancient writers. The diamond is there described
as a stone found upon a mount in the East, and shedding round it a great light at
night ; it is a symbol of Our Lord, and like other stones has the power of counter-
acting poison.* The lore of gems was, however, not always incorporated in the
book of symbolic beasts; it formed the subject of regular ‘ lapidaries’ composed
upon similar lines, and suggested by the translation into French in the twelfth
century of the poem by Marbodius, Bishop of Rennes, on precious stones® Their
lessons were transmitted to later times by writers like Jerome Cardan,® from whom
a few typical statements may be extracted to illustrate the superstitions of his
day. Gems suffer sickness, age, and death. The hyacinth (? jacinth) protects
from lightning, induces slumber, increases riches, and makes glad the heart of man.
The turquoise will preserve in a fall from horseback. The emerald, like other
stones, is an antidote to poison; placed under the tongue, it confers divinatory

! C. W. King, Zhe Gnostics and their Remains, 1864,
' eg. Licetus, D¢ anulis, pp. 77, 93, &c.; De Boodt, Historia Gemmarum ; Camillus
Leonardi, Speculum lapidum, 1502. ¥ Archazologin, x<i, p. 126.

Alcons dient del diamant

(if'#i ext contre ventm poissant

It gu'sl chace vaines poors;

Ne que Fart des enchanteors

Ne devreit celui enchanter

i ceste pére soll porter.

(Bestiaire rimé ; Cahier and Martin, Mélanges darchéologie, v, p. 66)

5 Gaston Paris, Liltérature frangaise au moyen dge, 3rd edition, 1905, p. 158,
§ De Subtilitate, Book vii, Cardan died about 1576.


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































