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FOREWORD

THE original material used in this edition has been taken from fifty
volumes in the Bodleian Library at Oxford and from sixteen volumes
in the libraties of the Wiltshire Archaeological and Natural History
Society, The Royal Socicty, the Corporation of London, and the
British Museum. The passages from the original manuscripts that
have been included in this edition have been selected on the following
plan :
1. Any life that has nothing of intrinsic value to offer has been
discarded. The four hundred and twenty-six lives, which Aubrey
wrote, so considerably in length (one consists of two words,
another of twenty-three thousand) that many of them are of no
interest whatsoever, consisting either of extracts from books or of
mere lists of dates and facts. All that Aubrey has to say of John
Holywood, for instance, is Dr. Pell is éoaﬂ'ﬁﬂe that his name was Holybusbe.

2. In the one hundred and thirty-four lives that have been selected,
many sentences have been rejected. For Aubrey starts one life as

follows : James Harrington, Esq ; the son of . . . Harrington of . . . in
the Countie of . . . , by . . ., daughter of Sir . . . Samuel, was borne
at . . . (Sir . . . Samuel’s bouse in Northamptonshire) anno . . . All

sentences like this, which display nothing more than Aubrey’s ignor-
ance of a date or a place or the title of a book, have been omitted.

3. The majority of the remaining lives have been incorporated
into the biography of John Aubrey. 26,989 words of Aubrey’s text
appear in this edition that were not given by Andrew Clark in his
1898 transcription of the Bodleian manuscript.

4. The imperfections of Aubrey’s copy have been amended in the
way that he intended they should be. A choice has been made between
the alternative words he jotted down, and the several versions of his
favourite stories, which he repeated sometimes as many as scven times,
have been collated and a single version produced. As an instance,
the two-page life of William and Philip Herbert was assembled from
eleven different manuscripts ; and this whole edition has been built
up, like a jigsaw, until the disconnected pieces have at last resolved
themselves into a complete picture.

5. All notes, quotation marks, and other distractions to continuous
reading have been excluded from the text, and each life has been
prefaced with a paragraph, written by the editor, outlining those
facts about the EuEiEct which Aubrey has ignored. These are always
included in square brackets [ |.

6. Wherever a Latin quotation in the text is not self-explanatory,
its translation has been given in square brackets. The word * pounds ™
has also been substituted throughout for the Latin * libri.”

7. Aubrey’s many mistakes have been left uncorrected, except in
the case of two gross misquotations of famous poems. On the few
occasions when Aubrey has not only left a gap to be filled in later,
but has also given the reference from which the fact can be obtained,

[xv]



FOREWORD

that fact has been supplied. For instance, in the life of Sir William
Petty Aubrey says: Ammo Domini . . . Mgpmd that memorable accident
and experiment of the reviving Nan Green, which is to be ascribed and attributed
to Dr. William Peity, as the first discoverer of life in her, and author of savi
ber. Vide and insert the material passages in the Tryal, and anatomica
experiment of Nan Green at Oxon : vide the marrative. In the face of
such clear instructions, 1 have felt justified in including seven lines
describing the incident from Anthony Wood’s * Journal.” Nowhere
else has such an insertion been made, but on a few occasions the word
“ some ”” has been introduced to make good the omission of a figure ;
and in one place a word which Aubrey uses elsewhere, demigrating,
has been inserted in the life of William Camden to complete a sentence.

8. Aubrey’s original spelling has been retained throughout,
except that merely artificial tricks of writing (y* for that, w* for
which, m for mm) have been neglected. Aubrey’s use of capital
letters has also been followed. Wherever possible, his original
punctuation has been given, and italics have been used, when necessaty,
to clarify the meaning.

9. In “ The Life and Times of John Aubrey,” however, italics
have been used merely to distinguish those passages which occur

in Aubrey’s own handwriting in the manuscripts.
1o. Aubrey’s use of si guage has been abandoned, and where-

ever possible this form of shorthand has been translated into words.

11. Lastly, there comes the vexed question of obscenity. In the
seventeenth century sex had not yet been singled out as the sin par
excellence, it was merely one among many failings, and Aubrey no
more thought of concealing it than he dreamed of avoiding the mention
of gluttony or drunkenness. After judging his work, therefore, by
its general tendency and not by particular details, it has been decided
not to bowdlerise it in the slightest degree, but to print it as it was
written, without emphasis and without concealment.

[xvi]



THE LIFE AND TIMES OF JOHN AUBREY

against treating books like members of the nobility : that is,

against learning their titles and bragging afterwards of acquaint-
ance with them. Yet this has been pe rly Aubrey’s fate ; for his
reputation is founded almost entirely upon hearsay and the piecemeal
quotation of his work by other writers.

The reason for the extraordinary neglect of this man of genius
is not hard to find and the fault, it must be admitted, is entirely his
own. For Aubrey’s love of life was so intense, his curiosity so
promiscuous and so insatiable, that he proved quite incapable of
completing any work he undertook. Fach one was started in a most
businesslike and practical fashion, but before long the original plan
was always buried beneath the flood of digressions and notes, of horo-
scopes, letters and stories, which his restless mind seemed powerless
to control.

Having decided to write a life, Aubrey selected a page in one of
his notebooks and jotted down as quickly as possible everything
that he could remember about the character concerned : his friends,
his appearance, his actions, his books and his sayings. Any facts
or dates that did not occur to him on the spur of the moment were
left blank, and as Aubrey was so extremely sociable that he was
usually suffering from a hangover when he came to put pen to paper,
the number ofg these omissions was often very large. In the first
flush of composition, too, his mind raced so far beyond his pen that
he frequently resorted to a sort of involved shorthand and made use
of signs instead of words.

e then read over what he had f'ust written and put in any stories
that he thought were even vaguely relevant, wrote alternatives to
words and phrases, inserted cgil.:;ries, numbered words, sentences and
paragraphs for transposition, disarranged everything.

ny facts that occurred to him later were jotted down quite at
random, in the margin if there was still room, otherwise on another
page or in the middle of another life, often in a different volume,
sometimes even in a letter to a friend. And there the text was left,
for he rarely made a fair copy of anything that he had written because,
as he confessed, he wanted patience 1o go thorough Knotty Studses.

Even the optimistic author despaired at last of ever reducing his
life’s work to a manageable shape. Considering therefore that if I should
nof finish and publish w%m‘ I bad begun, he wrote, My Papers might either
perish, or be sold in an Asuction, and some body else (as is not uncommon)
put bis name to my Paines : and not knowing any one that would undertake
this Design whilst 1 live, I have tumulinarily stitcht up what I have many
Jyeares since collected : I hope, hereafter it may be an Incitement to some
Ingeniose and publick-spirited young Man, to polish and compleat, what 1
bave delivered rough bewen : %aor% bave not leisure to heighten my Stile

NOT long after John Aubrey’s death, a wise man warned us

[xvii]



THE LIFE AND TIMES

Accepting this clear mandate and electing myself the Ingeniose and
ﬁlub!fc.&-{p:rfrad young Man, I have taken Aubrey at his word, and usi

is manuscripts as if they were my own notes, I have cnnstruuzﬁ
the following book: with the important reservation that I have
nowhere departed from the original text, although I have ruthlessly
rearranged it.

Of this behaviour Aubrey would have thoroughly approved, for
he purposely left his manuscripts in note form. I know bere be several
Tautologres, he wrote to Anthony Wood, when he sent him what the
latter rightly called * the foul draught of Mr. Hobbs life,” but I purt
them downe thus bere, that upon reviewe I should judge where such or such a
thing would most aptly stand, and his considered opinion was that First
Draughts ought to be as rude as those of Payniers, for be that in bis first essay
will be curious in refining will certainly be unbappy in inventing.

The present book, in the editor’s opinion, approximates as nearly
as possible to Aubrey’s original intention. During the preparation
of this edition, moreover, so much new information about Aubrey
himself has come to light, that it is now possible to give a full account
of his life. For when he came to write his own biography, Aubrey
was overcome by a modesty, which is quite inﬂxplica;ﬁ: when one
considers the care with which he 1:v::s:‘::."r\re-,tc:l1 even the smallest trivialities
about other people. But the three pages on which he did finally
Lct down a few bare facts about himself were accompanied nonetheless

y the instruction, To be interposed as a sheet of wast paper only in the
bindgg of a booke.
e was borne, he says, (longaevous, healthy kindred) at Easton Pierse,
@ Hamlet in the Parish of Kington Saint Michael, in the Hundred of Malmes-
bury in the Countie of Wilis, bis mother’s (daughter and beir of Mr. Isaac
Lyte) inberitance, March the 12 (St. Gregorie's day) .A.D. 1625, abost
Sun-riseing, being very weake and like tfo dye that he was Christned before
morning prayer. .

His father, Richard Aubrey, was of the Aubrey’s of Herefordshire,
a family which had built up a considerable estate on the foundations
laid by William Aubrey, Doctor of Lawes, a man of some importance
at the Court of Queen Elizabeth, who Joved him and was wont to call bim
“ ber little Doctor” He was one of the Delegates for the tryall of Mﬂj’)}
QOucen of Scots, according to John Aubrey, and was a great Stickler for
the saving of ber !Z&, which kindnesse was remembred by King James att bis
comeing-in fo England, who asked after him, and probably would have made
bim Lord Keeper, but ke dyed a litile before that good opportunity MPf’”’d‘
His Majestie :em:b{ﬂr bis sonnes, and knighted the two eldest, and invited them
to Court, which they modestly and perbaps prudently declined. They preferred
a Country s’ge. And in the country the family stayed, slowly enlarging
its estates by good management and strategic marriages, until within
a generation the Aubreys had so firmly established their place amongst
the richer gentry of England that Aubrey’s father was three times ﬁ{iﬁd
** for not taking the Order of Knighthood at the Coronation of King
Charles I.”  But one less agreeable legacy descended from this worthy
to his children : He engrossed all the wit of the family, said his great-
grandson sadly, seo that none descended from bim can pretend to any.

John Aubrey was born during one of the Gufden Ages of history,

[xvHi]



OF JOHN AUBREY

when there bad been a long serene Calme of Peace, and Men minded nothin,
but peace and Luxury. The English Renaissance was at its height, an
despite the squalor and the dirt and the barbarity that surrounded the
material side of life (and which the modern world, mistaking comfort
for civilisation, is too apt to overemphasise) the art of living reached
its peak in England during the early years of Charles I's reign.
When Erasmus had described, a century before, the things upon which
the various nations prided themselves, the Scots their nobility and
logical sense, the French their breeding, he said of the English that
they “ particularly challenge to themselves Beauty, Music and Feast-
ing.” And upon these specifically human virtues the nation still

rided itself. For it was an aristocratic age, which had no admiration
or the Little Man, and its inhabitants were not ashamed to admit
that there were many excellencies which were not universally attain-
able. And loneliness, the plague of modern civilisation (with all its
attendant discontents) had stilF not subdued the medizval gregarious-
ness of the English people.

But though a true aristocracy existed, it was soundly based on
worth, and the social classes, though clearly marked and unquestion-
ingly accepted, were very fluid. Aubrey, besides noting with approval
both John Gadbury’s saying that the Heavens are the best Hera:.rE{r and
Ben Jonson’s remark the most worthy men bave been rokked in mean
Cradles, added on his own account Poets and Bravos bave Punkes to their
Mothers. For the rewaids for ability were unlimited, no matter how
humble one’s circumstances might have been : The father of Richard
Neile, ArchBishop of Yorke, was a Tallow-Chandler in Westminster :
and the newly ennobled were so little ashamed of their mean origins
that Aubrey falls severely upon Lord Burghley for his absurd pride.
The true name is Sitsilt, he says, and is an ancient Monmouthshire famil
but now come to be about the degree of yeomanry. 'Tis strange that they sbhou
be so vaine as to leave off an old British name for a Romancy one, which I
beleeve Mr. Verstegen did puit into their heads, telling bis Lordship, in bis
Booke, that they were derived from the ancient Roman ém’!:’:'.

The reasons for this sudden blossoming of the spirit were largely
re].:lgiﬂus. The power of the Church had only recently been broken
and had not yet been replaced by th;:nl?!rann}r of the State, and the
consegucnt feeling of freedom and infinite o[onrtunit}r made it a
blessed time to live. For the destruction of the Church of Rome
brought with it a release from the burden of sin which had weighed
down the English spirit in the past, and life became, for a few short
generations, not a thing to be put up with, but a gift to be enjoyed
with zest. Even more important, the Puritans were still only a religious
sect, and their prejudices, so soon to become the accepted opinions
of the middle classes, were still looked upon as fanatic delusions ;
nor had they yet infected the whole nation with their pernicious idea
of the seriousness of work, which has ever since distorted the idea of
recreation into mere idleness or games. In the Stuart Century the
great mass of the nation still followed Aristotle’s rule that * the first
principle of all action is leisure,” and leisure to the seventeenth-century
man was not relaxation, but another form of activity. For the
simultaneous discovery of the New Learning and the New World

[xix]



THE LIFE AND TIMES

had so fired the imagination that there had emerged a whole society
of full grown men and women, to whom Milton could justly say:
* Lords and Commons of England—Consider what nation it is whereof
ye are: a nation not slow and dull, but of quick, ingenious and

iercing spirit ; acute to invent, subtile and sinewy to discourse, not
Ef:nﬂ&th e reach of any point that human capacity can soar to.”
And it was into this world that John Aubrey was born.

I think I have heard my mother say 1 had an Ague shortly after I was
borne, says Aubrey, taking up his own life again. 1629 : about 3 or 4
years old, I bad a grievous Ague : 1 can remember it. 1 gott not strength
till I was 11 or 12 yeares old ; bat had sickenesse of vomiting (the Belly-ake :
paine in the side) for 12 houres every fortnight ﬁr several yeares, then about
monethly, then guarterly, and at last once in ”jﬁ a yeare. About 12 it
ceased. This Sicknesse r::'f-r my strength in the bud.

1633 : 8 yeares old, I had an Issue (naturall) in the coronall suture of my
bead, which continued running till 21. 1634 : October : 1 had a vioknt
Fever that was like to have carried me off. *Twas the most dangerous sicknesse
that ever 1 had. _About 1639 (or 1640) I bad the Measills, but that was
nothing : I was bardly Sick.

This catalogue of illnesses marks perhaps the sharpest difference
between Aubrey’s time and our own. For death was everywhere,
and the dozen or so children born to every marriage kept it firmly
before each man’s eyes : it being as unusual then for a child to live,
as it is now for one to die. Ten children in one Grave ! a dreadful Sight !
lament the tombs,

Could Beauty, Youth, or Innocence
Their frail Possessors save
From Death, sweet Babe, a sure Defence
Thoud’st had, and not been burryed hence
Into the silent Grave.

But mortal Creatures, borne o dye,
To Nature must submit :
When that commands, all must comply,
No Parts can sheild from Destiny,
We then the Stage must quitt.

To a generation which was ever conscious that man was, a5
Marcus Aurelius bad said, “a pigmy soul carrying a dead body to
its grave,” there seemed to be some strange comfort in the fact that
all nature shared the same doom :

Like to the Damask Rose you see,

Or like the Blossome on the Tree,

Or like the dainty Flower of May,

Or like the Morning of the Day,

Or like the Sun, or like the Shade,
Or like the Gourd which Jonas bad,
Even 50 is Man, whose Thread is spun,
Drawn out, and cutt, and so is done.
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OF JOHN AUBREY

The Rose withers, the Blossom blasteih,
The Flower fades, the Morning hasteth,
The Sun setis, the Shadow flies,

The Gourd consumes, and Man be dies.

Out of this constant grief there arose at last the very glorification
of death. * What a noble animal is man, splendid in :{ms, pompous
in the gmvc,” intones Sir Thomas Browne, and Sir Walter Raleigh
exults < It is therefore Death alone that can suddenly make man to
know himself. He holds a glass befote the eyes of the most beautiful
and makes them sce therein their deformity and rottenness and
acknowledge it.” 'This praise of death even made men gloat over the
corruption that was only too evident in the shallow graves and
gibbetted felons of the time. It is still accounted undecent for Widows
fo marry within a yeare (I thinke), John Aubzey says, because in that time
the busbands body may be presumed to be rotten. And in what other
century could 2 man have written of his own child :

Christopher Michell's Sonn lyeth bere, Richard Michell was bis Name,
His Father's Love was so to bim, be caus’d to write the same :

He was but 4 Yeares 5 Moneths old, and then was buryed here,
And of bis Body the Wormes did find a Dish of dainty chere.

But it was not only in childhood that death threatened. The law,
not yet having learnt to distinguish between crime and sin, punished
both with the utmost savagery, for in the absence of a police force or
any method of detection, the few wrongdoers who were caught had
to suffer a painful and public death as a sufficient discouragement to
others. “ The Court doth award that you be drawn upon a hurdle
to the place of execution and there shall be han%@d by the neck, and,
being alive, shall be cut down and your entrails to be taken out of
your body, and, you living, the same to be burnt before your eyes, and
your head to be cutt off, your body to be divided into four quarters,
and head and quarters to be disposed of at the pleasure of the King’s
Majesty : and the Lord have mercy on your soul!” The most
educated and sensitive men were onlookers at these dreadful spectacles :
even the kindly Aubrey reports, [ did see Mr. Chr. Love beheaded on
Tower-bill in a delicate cleare day, although be seems to have had some
doubts about the ceremony, tor he added, about half an hour after bis
Head was siruck off, the C !mm{‘ gathered blacker and blacker, and all that night
and till next noom such terrible Claps of Thunder lightning and Tempest
as if the Machine of the World bhad been dissolving. AuErcy never deceived
himself, however, as to the real reason for his interest in these exhibi-
tions. _Ah ! tis the best lechery to see "em suffer Correction, observes one
of the characters in his play. Yowr London Aldermen take great Leche
to see the poor wretches whipt at the Cosrt at Bridewell. Were it not for tie
Law there were no living, he decided. Some would take delight in killing of
men,

The abscence of any sure method of redressing &dmte wrongs,
the law being so cumbersome and so corrupt, led to the continuation
of the personal feud in the unlighted and unpatrolled streets. Cap?.
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Yarrington dyed at Loundon about March last, Aubg' noted. The cause
a{; his death was a Beating and throwne into a Tub of Water. Furthermore,
the sword was still a part of everyday dress and this made men, when
they were in drink, verie ap? o doe blondy Mischiefes. However, we soon
become indifferent to the lethal weapons of our own times, and there
is no reason to think that the danger of stabbing worried the men of
the seventeenth century any more than the prospect of a motoring
accident troubles us. In fact, the attitude was remarkably similar,
Edmund Wyld, Esq. had the misfortune to kill a man in Lannbn;&au a greal
Dprovocation, about A.D. 1644, Aubrey reports, and he himself, despite
all his benevolence, was three times in Danger of Expiration in this way.
Memorandum, he jotted down, St Jobn's night, 1673, in danger of being
run through with a sword at Mr. Burges’ chamber in the Middle Templ.
Ouaere rﬁ _yeare that I lay at Mris. Neve's, he continued, for that time
I was in great danger of being killed by a drunkard in the street opposite
Grayes-Inn gate—a gentleman whom I never sawe before, but (Deo Gratias)
one of bis companions bindred bis thrust. On the third occasion, though,
there was no doubt as to the identity of the culprit. Danger of being
killed by William, Earl of Pembroke, then Lord Herbert, at the Election of
Sir William Salkeld for New Sarum, Aubrey reported bluntly, and ever
afterwards his writing took on a pccuﬁﬂl:g'o spiteful tone at any
mention of the Herberts. But sometimes even this violence had good
results : After Dr. Lamb was killed in the streets by the Apprentices of
London, Aubrey mentions, the City was fined 10,000 po which payd
for the Building of the Banguetting house. _

Far more worrying than this occasional violence were the continual
outbreaks of the plague in the early years of the century, when the
Black Death of the Middle Ages flared into a dying fury before destroy-
ing itself finally in the Great Plague of 1665. At the time, there was
no reason to suppose that this disaster was the last visit of the scourge
that had lain upon the country for so long, and as late as 1680 we find
Aubrey making this ominous note : Mr. Fabian Philips sayes the winter
1625 before the %’J’agﬂe was such a mild winter as this : quod IN.B.

As the medizval plague finally consumed itself with its own
violence : At Petersham riu Plague made so great a Destruction, that there
survived only five of the Inbabitants : its place was taken by a new g;stilcnce.
syphilis, which had been brought back from the New World by
Columbus’ crew to rage with dreadful fury in the fresh soil of Europe.
For the first outbreak of the disease was so violent, its progress was
so rapid and the symptoms so revolting, that even the lepers refused
to live beside its victims.

Small-pox, too, raged throughout the land with a dreadful
regularity. The Small-Pox is y.r.rm%’ in all great Towns, says Aubrey
complacently, but it is observed at Taunton in Somersetshire, and at Sher-
burne in-Dorsetshire, that at the one of them every Seventh Year, and af the
other every Ninth Year comes a Small-Pox, which the Physitians canno!
master.

Nor was it from disease alone that death threatened, for Aubrey
mentions that George Villiers’ mother, #the Countesse of Bucks, died of
a dropsi and Phisick. For the medical profession, with neither knowledge
nor traditions, was groping its way so unsurely from quackery towards
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enlightenment that many people must have come, like Robert Boyle,
to “ apprehend more from the physician than the disease.”

The majority of even the most eminent practitioners were still
amateurs, like Fish, M.D., or so called, who practised Physick and Astrologie,
and had a good practise in both, in Convent Garden London, and each jealously
guarded the secrets of his cures from his rivals, so that no advance
in the science was possible. And perhaps they were wise to conceal
their methods after all, for William ?-Iarw: sadﬂr confessed to Aubre
that after his Booke of the Circulation of the Blood came-ont, be fell mightily
in his Practize, and "twas beleeved by the vulgar that he was crack-brained.

In each generation, therefore, the doctors started from scratch
again and, pursuing their own strange remedies, dealt death indis-
criminately until they stumbled by chance on a treatment that did
less harm than good, and then they concealed the secret until they
were able to take it with them to the grave, unless they had previously
managed to sell it for a good pmﬁtﬁ.ikc that * kinswoman of Sir A.
King’s which,” Robert Hooke noted in his Diary, * had a certain cure
for a Leprosy or Scaled head. Shee had f£10o per annum of St.
Bartholomews hospitall to which she promised to Leave the Receipt.”

Very few men were so scientific as Dr. Jacquinto, Physician to
Queen Anne, James I’s consort, who went info the Marshes of Essex,
where they putt their sheep ifo cure them ”jf the Rott, where he lived
sometime purposely, 1o goe after the sheep, and observe what plants they did
eat : and of those Herbes he made bis Medicine for the Consumption, which
did great Cures. The great majority still depended largely on magic
for their treatments, and dreams antg rayers were considered far more
valuable than any research. Dr. Napier, for instance, who was no
Doctor, but a divine (rector Lindfordiensis) and practised Physick, when a
Patient, or QOuaerent came to bim, presently went to bis Closet to Pray :
I¢ appears by his Papers, says Aubrey, that he did converse with the Angel
Raphael, who told him if the Patient were curable or incurable ; and t

pularity of this treatment is proved by the fact that bis Knees were
%ﬁb Jrequent Praying.

t visionary prescriptions were not alwaﬁs to be relied on,
however, is shown by a gentlewoman of Aubrey’s acquaintance,
who had a beloved Danghter, who had been a long time 1ll, and received no
#:mﬁ%mm ber Physitians. She dream’d that a Friend of bers deceased, told
ber, that j:f she gave her Dasghter a Drench of Yewgh pounded, she would
recover. She gave her the Drench and it killed her, whereupon she grew alniost
distracted. r Chamber Maid to Complement ber, and to mitigate ber
Grief, said surely that could not Kill ber ; she would adventure to take the
same her self ; she did so and died also. This was about the Year 1670 or
1671, Aubrey concludes, I knew the Family. Sometimes, though,
this indiscriminate dosing did bear unexpected fruit for medical science :
A woman (I thinke in Ita%r) endeavoured to poyson her Husband (who was a
Dropsicall Man) by boyling a Toade in his Potage ; which cured him : and
this was the occasion of finding out the Medicine. Not altogether unex-
Eccte.dly all the same, for the therapeutic value of frogs had long been

nown and Aubrey himself has noted down a proven remedy To cure
the Thrush, Take a living Frog, he says, and hold it in a Cloth, that it
does not go down into the Childs Mouth ;" and putt the Head into the Childs
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Month till it is dead ; and then take another Frog. It was little wonder,
after treatments like this, if the patients reacted strangely too, like
Oliver Cromwell, when he was so dangerously ill in Scot, of a kind of
calenture or high Fever, that be pistolled one or two of his Commanders that
came to visit bim in bis delirious rage.

To Cure the Tooth-ach, Aubrey jots down elsewhere, Take a new
Nail, and make the Gum bleed with it, and then drive it into an Oak. This
did Cure William INeal, Sir William Neal’s Son, a very stout Gentleman,
when be was almost Mad with the Pain, and bad a mind to bave Pistoll’d
bimself. For in the dreadful days before the discovery of anzsthetics
or analgesics, even the simplest treatment was to be feared. The
Dake of Southampton (who was a most lovely Youth) had two fore-teeth,
that grew out very mnbandsome, wrote Aubrey about Charles II’s son by
Barbara Villiers. His Cruel Mother caused Him to be bound fast in a Chaire,
and had them draw’n-out ; which has caused the want of his understanding.
To show that such a disastrous result was not unique, Aubrey mentions
another case of which he had personal knowledge. .4¢ Broad-Chalke
ts a Cottage-Family, that the Generation bhath two Thumbes. A poore
Womans Daughter in Westminster, being born so, the Mother gott a Carpenter
Y0 amputate one of them with his Chizel and Mallet. The Girl was then about
seven yeares Old = and was a lovely Child. Immediately after the Thumbe
was siruck-off : the 6/:'1;@&: and Convalsion was so extreme ; that she lost ber
understanding, even bher Speech : she lived till seventeen in that Sad condition.
And more serious operations were so rarely successful that Aubrey
recorded with especial interest that @ Mariner (1688) of Bristowe having
the Stone in his Kidney did adventure the cutiing of it : The Surgeon fook
# out : and the Man recovered. Myr. Cole of Bristowe sent this account to the
Royal Societie : 1 think he sent the stone too.

One can see, therefore, why Aubrey congratulated himself so
strungiy on having outwitted death so many times during his child-
hood, for in this he was more fortunate than his brothers and sisters,
none of whom survived infancy, until William was born, in 1643,
when John was already an undergraduate at Oxford.

When a Boy, Aubsey was bred at Eston, an Eremeticall Solitude, which
he much resented. “Twas a great disadvantage to me in my childbood,
he said later, 10 be bred up in a kind of Parke, far from Neighbours and no
Child 10 converse withall :” so that I did not speake #ill late. My father had
one to teach me in the house, and I was pent-up in a Roome by my selfe melancholy.
But because of this loneliness, the main lines of his character were laid
down very early. He was very curions, he says of himself, Ais greatest
delight to be continually with rhe artificers that came there (e.g. ﬁ;;mr.r,
carpenters, coupers, masons) and understood their trades. So sOOn appeared
that mdlscnmm:}te curiosity about other people’s business, which
was to plague him throughout his life, and already it was combined
with a corresponding inability to concentrate upon his own work.
«About Priorie St. Maries, and in the Minchin-meadowes there, he says
out especially at Brown's-hill which is oppasite to the house wbera: in an ,;,,:
{f 5 ::’5: ﬁ‘i';’;" ; 1 d: "-’j ”y .}"”‘-;:; br fgfﬁ; there is infinite variety of plants ; and

ErNpIea e ] . £ 2 &
s g mmrfr of 0 be a botanist had I had leisure, which is a _jewell

This solitary childhood forced Aubrey to rely for companionship
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on the country people who lived round about, and here he imbibed
the second mainstay of his character—superstition. When I was a
child (and so before the Civill Warres), he says, the fashion was for old women
and mayds to tell fabulous stories nightimes, of Sprights and walking of Ghosts,
&rc. This was derived down from mother to daughter, from rﬁc Monkish
Ballance which upheld Holy Church, for the Divines say, Deny Spirits, you
are an Atbeist. When the warres came, and with them Liberty of Con-
science and Liberty of inquisition, the phantoms vanished. Now children
Sfeare no such things, having heard not of them ; and are not checked with such
feares. But Aubrey, in his isolation, was surrounded by these tales.
Our Country-people wounld ialke much of Faeries, he said. They swept-up
the Harth cleane at night : and did sett their shoes by the fire, and many
times showld find a threepence in one of them. In this belief the rustics were
not alone, tor later in life Aubrey reported that Mris. Markey (a daughter
of Serjeant Hoskyns the Poet) told me, that ber mother did use that Custome
and had as mnch money as made ber a little Silver-cap of thirtie shillings value.
Elias Ashmole sayes : there was in bis lime, a Piper in Lichfield that did
know what Houses were Faiery-grosund : and that the Piper oftentimes
seen them. All Aubrey’s early education, in fact, seemed purposel
designed to encourage his gullibility, for he points out that in the old
ignorant times, before woomen were Readers, the history was banded down
rom Mother to daughter : and W. Malmesburiensis pickst up bis bistory
Jrom the time of Ven. Bede to his time ont of Old Songs : for there was no
writer in England from Bede to him. So my Nurse bad the History from the
Conguest down to Carl 1. in Ballad. And it was upon this unsure founda-
tion that Aubrey’s historical knowledge was based, for his later educa-
tion, still in those days entirely classical, did nothing to counteract
the superstitions of his childhood.

A further element of his character, a sirong and early impulse to
Antiguitie, was also present long before he went to school. I was
inclind by my Genius, from my Childbood to the Love of Antiguities, he
teports, and my Fate dropt me in a Country most suitable ﬁbf such Enguiries.
His taste for historical gossip appeared early too, for he mentions that,
when a Boy, be did ever %a:-'a o converse with old men, as Living Histories,
and it was particularly to his mother’s parents, Isaac and Isracl Lyte,
that he turned for information. I was alwayes mgxfrfn_g of my grandfatbher
of the Old time, the Rood-loft, etc., ceremonies of the Priory, efc., he says,
and in one of these conversations his grandfather told him a story
that sums up the whole difference between the seventeenth century
and the twentieth : My Grand Father Lyte told me that at one Lord
Majors shew there was the Representation ci{']r&e Creation of the World, and
writt underneath AND A FOR MAN. N
.. Besides this love of history, Aubrey had developed a practical
side. _A# 8, he tells us, I was a kind of Engineer ; and 1 fell then to drawing,
beginning jr.rf with plaine outlines, e.g. in draughts of curtaines. Then at
9 (crossed herein by father and .r:.baaﬁ;mrrer) fo colours, having no body to
instruct me : copied pictures in the parlour in a table booke.

When he was eight years old, Aubrey entred into bis Grammar at the
Latin schoole at Yatton Keynel, in the Church : where the Curate Mr. Hart
taught the eldest Boyes, Virgil, Ovid, Cicero efc., and where the eldest
boys taught the new pupil a lesson in morality. I was 8 yeares old
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before 1 knew what theft was, he says with understandable bitterness,
scilicet, I bad a fine Box top which was siolen from me. His grandfather
Lyte had also studied here as a child, for Aubrey had heard him sa
that when be went fo Schoole in this Church, in the 8. Windowe of the chancell,
were severall escutcheons, which a berald that passed by tooke note of : which
window, the future antiquary was quick to note, is now dammed up with
stones, and now no memorie left of them. 'The loss of their stained glass
made the authorities no more careful of the relics of the past that still
survived, however, for Aubrey says, 7be fashion then was to save the
Ferules of their Bookes with a fd/.l); cover of Parchment, sc. old Manuseript,
which I was too young to understand ; but I was pleased with the Elegancy of
the Writing, and the coloured initiall letiers. remember the Rector bere
g{r. Wm. Stump, great grand Son of Stump the Cloathier of Malmesbury)

d severall Manuscripts of the Abbey. He was a proper Man and a good
Fellow, and when He brewed a barrell of Speciall Ale, his use was to stop the
bung-bole (under the clay) with a Sheet of Manuscript ; be sayd nothing did
it so well ; which me #)J:qgér d