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A grent deal of Inbour has been sxpended in coliecting the materials for the
“ History of Witchornft,” and many documents and publications, not previously
resorted to for the purposze, have been laid under contribution. A glance at the
works citod will show that in saying this we are stating but the simple fack. At the
eame time we are bound to acknowledge that on every hand our enquiries have been
met in a spirit of the greatest courtesy amd kindness. ‘T'o John Becke, Esq., wo
must express our thanks for the loan of his valuable M8, Lectures on “ Sorcery and
Witcheraft ;" to the Ulerk of the Peace (H. P. Markham, Esq.) for the porusal of the
dosuments quotad in conneotion with the Quarter Bessions and others puru.il:l;ina‘ to
the County ; to the Rev. W. H. F. Robson and Mr. W. J. Peires for the froe accesa
given to the Parish Registers of Ht. Giles; to the Rev. H. 0. Cox; M.A., for the
permission given to examine and copy from the fructs and documents in the Bodieian
Library at Oxford ; to Mr. John Askham for the Sonnet which heada the Paper ; and
last, but by no means least, to Thomas Wright, Esg., M.A., F.B.A., for the kindness
he bas exhibited in allowing us the use of illustrations from his valuable work, *The
History of Caricature and Grotesgue in Art,” and the interest he has manifested in
the brochure throughout. The materials were collested by Mr. John Taylor, and
the literary work executed by Mr. F. Marshall, B, A., formerly of this town.— Exirac
Jrom Preface of Taylor & Son's Northamptonshire Handbook for 1867.
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dtcheraft i Horthamptonshive,

* Of witchoraft, witches, and unholy ritea
FPractised on blasted heath or barran moar,
By hghtning's forked flash and thonder's Toar;
O rides on hurdles, and of broomstick fliphts
Ny withered hags, on wild tempestuous nights ;
Of impions ineantations, hellish lors,
Of impish whalps that Hendish smotrs Bors 5
OF philters, charms, and strnge, uncanny sights
How ancient grandames in the olden times,
By publio laws, or private judgment, foond
Guilty of witehoralt (worst of human erimes),
Idied at the stake, sr in the mill-pond drowned
Of conjurations dire, forbidden spells,
And lawless orgies, this our history tells.
Jomwy Aswwaw.®

e [DING throngh tho air on a broomstick, and playing mischievons pranks with her
| neighbours® pige and poultry make up thoe eurrent idea of a witch's business in
these degenerate days; but there was a time when her vocation was more glorious,
ber arts more insidious, and her power more terrible. Whoen the learned author of
the * Counterblast agninst Tobuaceo” was metamorphosod from a Socotoh into an English
king, Lis wondering subjects had their eyes oponed to the fuct that not a child could talic
inccherently or fall into a fit, not o harvest could fail or a vesssl bo wrecked at sen, not a
black dog or a scarecrow grimalkin could cross one’s path after dark, bat the devil had
somao hand in it, with a sorceress for his agent. But, in days before these, the black art, if
it had fower victims, was thought to be still more formidable in its potency. Old women,
with “"wrinkled faces, hairy lips, gobber teeth, and squint eyes,” whom Reginald Seot took
for his pattern witohes at the end of the sixteenth century, were not the them prevailing
type, for the informers of the period flew at much higher game. It is said that one of
the charges brought against Thomas & Beekaet by his irnte master, when he wnas put upon
his defonce at Northampton Castle, in 1164, was that of sorcery, thongh his modorn
biographer, Robertson, makes no mention of the fack.

Even o hundred and fifty years later it was quite the fashion, both in England
nod Ireland, to seek for vengesnce upon persons in high station by acensing them of
witchoraft. In the Iatter country a Indy of title, Kyteler by nnme, wos put on Lar
dofence, by the Bishop of Ossory, for sacrificing. red cocks and pescocks’ oyos to
iha Evil ﬂ“’; ﬂ-'ﬂ&j h‘}' means of aertain hﬂrﬂ:l:rlﬂ Wnuﬂ'" the noils of dead I, tllﬂ. hmr,
Lrains, and elothes of ehfidren who had died unbaptised, boiled in the skull of a decapitated
robiber, having invoked aid from the nether world to do mischicf to some of her relatives.
The onze ended in bher exile, and the burning or flagellation of several of her Inr.-tidﬂ. In
the same way Jobn of Nottingham and another necromancer weresaid to have conspired with

* Written expressly for this urticle,
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the men of Covenbry to dause the death of Edward II. and his favourite Despensers by
enchantments ; and in the reign of Heory VL & vory similar charge was brought against
Eleanor Cobham, Duchess of Gloucester ; her intended victim, as it was stated, being the
King. An unfortunate priest, acoused as onoe of her accomplices, was hanged, drwn, and
quartored, nnd the Duchess had to de peonnce and suller a long Impriscoment.
Thosa were the most remarkable cases of alleged witchoraft up to the middia of the fifteanth
contury ; but an illustration quite as striking of the way in which popolar superstilion
oould be mado an instrumoent of private malice or political animosity occurs in the attempt
to prosecute the Duchess of Bedford, mother of Edward IV.'s queen. ‘This story hos so
strong a local bearing that It will be Inoumbent upon us to give it in fuller detail, The
marriage of Edward with Elizabeth Woodrille is geoerally looked upon as ons of impulsive
affection as against policy—of rowmance instead of the cold caloulntion which too genemlly
Influences the choice of kings even in their matrimonial alliances, Brought up amid the
turbulenco of eivil war, Edward was distinguished by a rough generosity, o hearty franknoss
of disposition, and withal an unthinking readiness in yielding to his softer passions, which wos
ofton ns great a recommendation to his subjoots ns it proved an ombarrassmoent to his
eouncillors. 1t was whila he had vet had liktle experionce of the troubles and diffionlties of
governing that he “'fell in love,” as Lthe phrase goes, with Elizabeth Woodyille. “ You all
know," says Mr. Beeke, in his excellont Locturcs on Witchoraft,® “*the romantic story—
bow, in the shady groves of Whittlebury, there stanls an oak, now cnlled the Queen’s Oak,
and how tradition tells us that, under that onk, the gallant young king, by sccident, no
doubt, met the fnir Elisabeth. If it were pot loo grave a slandor ngainst soch august
personngen, [ should be temptod to say that a very orafty mother, with o very pretty, de-
mure, nod sly little danghter, had set a trap, and cinght there a very gresn yonng king."
No doubt it was a great *‘ cateh” to secura the hand of an English monnroh, but stiil the
social position of the Queen was not so low ns tho cxaggornted histories of the day would
lead us to balieve. ' Her birth could not be called mesn,” says Charles K night,+ * whose
mothar was n duchess, and whose maternal uncle was & Prince of Luxemburgh, who nttendod
hoer coronation with o retinue of & hundred knights and gentlemen.” On the side of her
father, too, the family was at losst respectable. Tt could be tracod back to the twelfth
contury, and its history from that period was one of gradually rising importance. Richard
de Wideyill servoid the office of High Sherifll of the counly no less than eight times in the
reigh of Edward I11., and was one of its reprezontatives in soven Parlinments. The same
distinotions were nlmost as frequently couferred on his son, Joln Widevill, and grandson,
Thomas Widevill, who became Lord of Geafton.® Richard, the grandfather of the Quoon,
was Constahle of the Tower and Lientenant of Calais—posts of no mean irmportancs. Buk
the showor of honotirs which Edward subsequently bestowed on her relatives led to the
bitterest jenlousy among the courtiers—jaalousy which showed itself, not enly in efforts
to depreciate the dignity of her family, but in successful attempts to incite the pesplo to
roebellion, and in private persecutions of every imagionble kind., *“I'll tell you what,” says
Shakepere’s Gloater—
"I think It is our way;

If wo will keep in favour with the king,

To ba her mon, ond wear her livery ;

The jealons o'er-worn widow, and herself,

Sinon that our brother doblb'd them gentlowomean,

Are mighty gossips in this monarehy."™

Among the meaus employed to vent their malice wna this of ncousing the Queen's
mother of having, through the agency of witohernft, fixed the Kiog's love upon
hor daughter. The charge appears to have been brought by a certain ** Thomns
Whalts, squier,” (of Diisworth) who ssized the opportunity of bhe King's being ot
Wharwick to presont before him aud his attendant lords ** & imnge of lode made lyke & man
of nrmss, conteynyng the longthe of n mannes fynger, anid broken in the myddes, and made
fast with a wyre, sayying it was made by *the Duchesy’ to nse with wicheraft and soimory.”
'ﬂ“‘“'_ images of lead, or, 83 they ware more fraquontly made, of wax, figured conspleuously in
the witeh superstitions, The image was Lold before a slow firs, and, as itmelted, so the parson

* Two Lectures on Borcery and Witcheraft, delivered at the Northampton Mechanios' Institate,
by Joha Beeke, Ewg, January, 1854,

t History of Englaod, vol, §, 3 Daker's History, part iv, p. 168,
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whom it waa intended to represent was nupposed to waste away ; or it waaplorosd with a pin or

wire, and in a corresponding part the victim wns Lolioved to suffer. The clnssion] rendar

will remember Horace's allusions to this agenoy.® [t belongs rather to the higher and more

perfect devolopment of witcheraft than to tha later period of its history, 'To procesd with

the story : the exhibition of the image was not desmed by the King sufficient evidence
agningt his mother-ln-law, and she, to strengthen her case, enquoired into the circumstanoss

of its manufacture. Ti turned out (vo at least the witnesa alleges) that a oodain John

Daunger, parish olerk of Btoke Bruern, had boen asked by Bguire Wake to say that thero

wers Lwo other images in existence of the Duchose’s maling, ono to represedt the King and

tho other the Quesn ; but Jobn Danoger eould not be persunded to ewear to any such un-
truthe. On the contrary, when he and Mr, Wake were ordered before the Bishop of Carlisle
and others [or examination, he gave the following testimony :(—* That Thomas Walte sond

nnto hym oon Thomas Kymbell, that tyme beyng his bailly, and boed the sald John to wend
bym the ymage of led that he had, and so the said John sent it by the zald Thomas Kym-
bell, att which tyme tho same Jobn maid that he herd never noo wichecraft of my ludy of
Bedford. ltem, the same Jobmn sith, that the sald ymage was dalyvered unte hym by oon
Harry Kyngeston of Stoke ; the which Harry fonda it in his owne houa after departyng of
noudeours, Item, the same John saith, that the sald Thomas Wake, after he oam from
Londom, fro the kyng, send for hym and said that be had exeused bymsylf and leyd all the
blame to the said John ; and therfor he bad the said John say that hoe durst not keps the
mald imagee, and that he was the eanes hie send it to the eaid Thomas Wake. Item, tho eame
John safth, that the said Thomas Wake bid hym say that thor was two othir ymages, con
for the kyng, and anocthir for the quene ; but the sald John denyed to say seo."f+ Wake's
statement wos that the image had been "“loft in Bloke with an honest persene, which
delyverid it to the clerk of the chircbe, *and ro shewld it to dyvers neighbours ;" but, ab any
rake, his testimony was so vague, or the evidence of the parlsh clerk so damning, that the
Duchess war * clerid and declared of the noises and disclaundres” ngninat her.

The asensation, howevor, waa revived aftor Edward's death, whon Richard of Glouncestar
was anxious to male o title to the crown by proving the illegitimacy of his brother's obil-
dron. His very Act of Bettlemment declarea ** howe the seid pretansed moringe betwixt the
king aud Elicnbsth Crey-|hor name after bor first ml.rnﬂ.g'n‘l was made of grete presumption,
without the knowyng and assent of the lords of thiz lond, and also by soreerie and wiche-
cralte, committed by the said Elisabeth and her moder Jaquett duchosss of Bedford, as the
common opinion of the people and the publique voles aod fame is therough all this land.”$
This may be taken as some evidence that the ides was kept alive in the popular mind, or it
may be thought the simple cifspring of Richard’'s malice. That be wns very ready to maka
use of the charge of sorcery we have abundance of proof in the cclebruted scene bebween
the King and Hastings, when tho formar raved about those who did

“ Qonapire hin desth with devilish plots
OF damned witchorafy,"

“ Edwprd's wile, thet monstrons witoh,
Coneorted with that harlot strumpet Shoie,™

of having withered an arm which was dried vp from his' birth, and ordering Hasting'
exeention on the plen that he was not fierce enough In condemning them.

These ocenrrences afford us illustrutions of the way in which the impualation of familiarity
with the black art could be made use of for party purpones, or to gratily individual feelings
of vindiotiveness. Thao ond of the century gave terrible evidonmee of ita yalue ns an engine
far the perseoution of beretics;, Falllng othor means of punishment, Pope lunocent V1II,
directed a bull, in 1454, agaiost the Waldenses, commanding the inquisitors to summon
before thom those suspected of commerce with the devil, and giving them power o convick
and imprison ar otherwise punish tliem asthey thought proper. The cffect of this movement
wns 5t oneo to increase the oxecutions of the unfortunste persons who veotured to opposs
the Pagal nutbority; In the very next year forty-one women were burnt in a aingle district
on the ghnrgo of witchernft, whils a hundred wers sacrificed in Pledmont, five hundred in

* Ppod, xvil. Y0, B8ak 1.8, 43,

t Weight's Introduction to the Proceedings sgainst Ihame Alice Kyleley, published by {he Camden
Bovlety, p. xviil, $1b. p. xx.
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Genevn, and a thousand in the district of Como a very fow years afterwards, The ncoom-
panying out, taken from some stall carvings at Corbeil, near Paris, gives the popular ides of
a witch of the period.® Bho has so far gained the mastery ovor the demon s to bo sawing
off his head.

In Eugland the offence was little heard of at this period ; and it'was nofortunate for the
priests, if thoy had beon disposed to make a handle of it, that one of the first conspicnons
casus—that of tho Maid of Kent—terminated in the supposed bewitched person confessing
herself a countarfeit, nod being hanged with seven of her accomplices. An Aot of Parlia-
ment, howover,—the necessary encourngement to o series of prosecutions,—wns passed in
1541, moking the practico of witchoraft a fulony, without bonofit of clergy. Tt was repeated
six years aftarwards : but in 1562, in the reign of Elizabeth, thers wns a now Ack possad,
limiting the punishment, for a first offence, te exposure in the pillory. This gave the
neoessary impotus to the zeal of the witch-finders ; and accordingly we find, from this time
forward, numerous records of executions in varions parta of the country. Among them,
00 case created so much noise as thot of the witches of Warboys. Warboys is a villaga
standing In the lowlands of Huntingdonshire, on the road between the county town and
Ramsay. One of its principal inhabitants, in 16588, was Hobert Throgmorton, Esq., n man
of substance, and an acquadntance of one of the ancestors of Oliver Cromwell, He had &
family of five daughters, who at this time were mare children, the eldest boing but fifteen.
One day, towards the end of that yoar, ono of these childron was seized with fits, and in
ber couvalsions she ealled aut thats certain Mother Samwall, o Inbourer’s wife who happened
to bo near her, looked a great doal like n witch. Shortly afterwards anothor and then
auother ohild were similarly alfected, and bofors 1590 seb in all five were aubjoct to these
paroxysms. While their limbs were distorted and their minds on the stretch, the nams of
Lhis Mother Bamwell froquontly escapod from their lips, they erying out that she had he-
witched them. On St Valentine's eve Mr. Throgmorton was viaitod by his brother-in-law,
Gilbert Pickering, Eaq,, of Titohnarsh Grove, Northamptonshire, who had heard of the
children's condition, Mother Bamwell, it sooms, had just then been sent for; but she did
not come, as ahs feared that the practice of moratohing, which wasofteon usad ns a romedy for
bewitohment, would be employed upon hor. ** But,” says the old record, ** both her parents
and Mr. Piokering bad takon ndvice of good divines of the unlawluloess of it, Wherefore
Mr. Pickering wont to Mother Samwall'a house, both to ses and to persunde ber that, if she
Was any eause of her children's trouble, to amend it.” THo wus unsuocessful in his mission
until he had threatoncd hor, and then her daughter Agnes accompanied her to the house.
At that moment thres of the childron were standing by the fire porfoctly well ; but no
aooner had the two women entersd than they foll down “strangely tormented, so that, if
they hnd boen let alone, they would have leaped and sprung about like a fish nowly taken
vk of the water."+ My, Fiokering took ono of the children homa with him, but there ahe

* Givon in Wright's History of Cariesture snd Grotesgue in Arxt, p. 1851,
T Wright's Sorcory nnd Witeheradt, 1, 260,
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wan no botter, and took to strange fanoies and anties, whish na one sould interprat, Shertly
after hor departure, Lady Cromwell saw the unlneky individunl who was snpposed to ba aé
the bottom of all the misohief. To use Hutchinson's words,® “She sent for the old
woman and call'd hor witeh, and abused her, and pulled off her kercher, and cut off somo
of ber bair, and gave it to Mrs. Throgmorton Tor a charm. Al night thia Indy, ns was very
likely she would after such an ill day's work, dreamt of Mothar Bamwell and a cat, and fall
fnkto fte ; abd about & your and a quarter after sho dind.” This wns another offence at Lthe
poor wretoh's door, The multerings of the ohildren, in their disorderad state, woro caro-
fully patohad together, and thoy wore found to tell n tale about some lmps waiting upon
Mother Bamwaell, their names, according to this version, being Pluck, Bmack, Hardname,
Ontoh, and Blow. Long conversations amohe these interesting litkle demons wore detailod
by Jane Throgmorton, sceording to the evidence of Dr, Dorrington, who had baen anllad in
toattend uponher. Thednughter, Agnes Samwall, was duly seratehsd, and she stood the ordeal
with n martyr's forkitode.  Hormother wis induesd to utteran exorcism, on promiss of forgive-
nozs, and oven had some sort of a confeasion of puilt extortad from her by the samo means,
But all wna of noavail. Nob only the old woman, but hetr husband and danghter, wers put
on thoir trial at Huntingdon, and all were condemued without hesitation. To obéain proof
againat the old man, the judge told him on his teial that *if he would nok epeak. the words
of the charm, the Court would hold bim guilty of the orimes ho was aceused of.” After
soma browbaating, he did ropeat it, whon tho child's fit consed, and the judpe exclaimed,
# You sen, all, she ia now well, but not by the musie of David's harp.” Hanging followed
an A matter of eourss; and, to commomorate the event, Hir Henry Cromwaell approprintad
the sum of forty pounds as a fund to provide for tho preaching of an annual sermon
witcheraft. Mr. Wright says, * T have not sscertained if this sermon is still continned.”

Bat a now impulse was to be given to this orusade agninst the powers of darkness on the
denth of Elizaboth. Jumeas the First, the great deteater of demoniaes and the arch ensmy
of the devil, had different idens of kingoraft to many other monnrobs, and be signalised his
nocesnion to the English throne by a terrifio raid upon the agents of his mighty sntagonist.
In the vory first yenr of hia reign an Ack was passed quite worthy of the man who had
intarpreted tho Revolation bafore he was twenty, and whe, at twenty-three, was told by a
devil, speaking out of a witoh's mouth, that he was a man of God whom demona had no
powor over, 1t enacted that any porson who was convicted of employing soroary, enchant-
ments, or charms, or digging ap dead bodies for this purpose, shoulid ba sentenced to death,
The olanse referring to the buslneas of resurrection was juserted spparantly because stoweod
children formed the proper olntment for smearing on the broomstick, to cnable the witeh
to fly through the afr. In Middleton's * Witoh' wa have the spescli—

¢ HWare, taloe this unbaptisad bral ;
[Giving the doad body of o child]

Tail it well ; preserve the fal ;

You know 'tis precious to tranafer

Dur "uointed fesh into the air,

In moontight nights, on stesple tops,

Mountalng and pine-trees, that like pricks or stope
Beem bo our bhajght,"

The roal history of witch prosecution beging and ends with the seventesnth ecentury.
Many casoa ocour both h-nrnraI:md aftor that period, but this wns the timo when hr.:mﬂ_iug
down a poor old hag to death wns most consplenously a virtus, Hnrthnmpt-uﬂah.w:.rﬂu
favoursd with a strong dose of prosecutions as soon s the fruits of tha new Ant.::«:ﬂl:.ﬂ e ¥
sppear, 1t should bo stated that the records wo possess of the Lrials, both a 3 ‘-m]‘
later period, are vory imperfoct, the information obtainable beiny darived almost exclusively
from odd pamphlets secldentally preserved, siray allusions in contemporary authors, 5 ar
olhor scatiored data. At the end of the narrative of a frialnd Hm'ﬂllmphﬂ: to w]nn" l;:
shall immediately refor, it is said that the unfortunate peracns u:uEE:.tad for mt::hnrn:t s
behind them in prison many others tninted with tha same corruption, who, H':IHIT'I Bmt b
mercy and ropentance, are like to follow them in the same frack of precedoncie, m:;.:
the fato of thess other poor ersatures we have no Tarther mention whataver in any w in;'
dosument that has come down to us, and they do not appear to Thave been included in mh
sequent computntions of the number charged with this offence, News travelled slowly

* Historienl Essay concerning Witcheraft, p. 132,



thoma daye ; and whon exeentions for witchoraft became common, tho chief motive for pub-
lishing s dotailed necount of each prisoner's eass—that of grotifying popular curiosity —waa
tokon away. A further illustration of the partinl extent to whish these occourrences were
gonerally known is afforded in the fack that in books of authority on the subjeot, the last
execution of witehes in Eogland is put down to 1882,* while wo have woll-ostablished canos
at least as lnbe na 17056,

To roburn to the baginning of the seventoenth contury, when the manin for witeh-hnnting
wan just becoming developed. An old villager of Guilshorough, namesd Agnes lrowne, was
one of the first seized in this county. Hbe was, of course, poor—*' barns to no good,"” us the
old biack-letter pamphlet spitefully says,—*and, for want of graoce, nouer in the way to
recaiue any." She cortainly bad not the art of concilisting the good-will of her neighbours,
though wao shall no donbt ba going a good deal too far if wo take tho statement on troet that
ghe waa ** of an ill nature and wicked disposition, spightfull and malitious.” The proverb
gays, *‘Give n dox a bad nome and hang him ;" but the role with theso old pamphletoesrs
was, hanghim first, and give him o dreadfully bad name afterwnrds. Agnes Browne had a
danghter named Joan Vanghan or Varnham, **as grations,” we are told, * as the mother,
and both of them na farre from grace as heanen from hell.” 1t was throogh her child that
the old woman was renched, and eventually condemnod. The tradition everywhors cherished
was that witohoraft was to some extent horeditary ; wo that, wherse a half-starved, wrinkled
hayr laboured under suspicion of tho erime, her offspring, if she had any, wero suro to suffer
in the opinion of the neighbours. No doubt this was the cose with Joan Vaughan, Her
mothor had been *flong suspected,” and so of course the daughtor was narrowly witched.
Bho wae a girl apparently of locse tongus, and perhaps of doubtful babits. Ooe day she
happened to be in the company of a **vertuons and godly geutlewoman" of the village,
Mistress Belcher by name, with some othars, and her conversation took a turn so * yufitting
and voseeming the nature of woman-hood,” that these who beard her ware shocked, and
espocially did 1t **touch tho modesty™ of thiz very good person. To vindicate her sex, she
rose np and struck Miss Joan ; not to hurt her, wo are nssnred, bat only to moks her leave
the company, which she ncoordingly did, * Thin ehicken of her dammes hatching,” how-
ever, ‘' taking it disdainefally, and being also enrnged, at her going out told the gentle-
woman that shee would remembsr this infury and rouenge it: to whom Misteiu Beloher
answored that ehes neither fearsd har nor her mother ; but bad boer doe her worst,”  Aftor
this very pretty squabble, the “‘company” were smitton with sudden tervor, fenring thaé
they had provoked the rage of ous potent to do ovil ; and so, we are told, it turned oul,
Thros or four days afterwards, Mistress Deloher, * boing alone in her honss, was sodainely
taken with such o griping and gnawing in her body, thal shee erisd oul, and could scarce
bee held by such ns came vnto her. And being carried to hor bed, her face was moany times
so disfigured by beeing draowno awria that it bred both foare and astonishment to all the be-
holders, and suer as shee had breath, she oried, * Heere comea Toans Vaughan, nway with
Joans Vaughan'" Such an exclamnlion was not n wery unlikely one, eonsidering that
she belioved herself bewitched, but it was taken as damning evidence against the two
lueklass women. Mrs, Beloher's illness proved to beo: lasting, ond of ecurse distrossed her
family. Her brothor, o certain Mnisler Avory, came to visit her, and, like others, beoamo
mightily indignant nt the supposed eanss of the mischiaf. To avenge hia sistor, he " raome
sodalnly" towards Mra. Browne's house ; bot what was his pstonishment, when he came to
the door, to find that he oonld not enter, through some inferoal agency vestraining him.
This was conelusive, if the other svidenocs had not been, especinlly as e was o goubleman
of nstoute courngs.” He tried again and again at subsequent vizita, but incffoctunlly. * Be-
like,” eaye the chronicler, ' the deuill steod there continell, and he kopt his station well"”
Soon after his return homo, Mr. Avery was seirod with fits like his sister, and the two
women wors then, withont besitation, apprehended, and sent to Northampton Gaol, the
committing magistrate being a cortnin Sir Willinm Saundors, of Codebirooke.

The only posalhla remedy for the fits, nceording Wo popular opinion, was sersteling the
witch, as In the Warboys cass, and this wns tharoforo resorted to, Mr, Avery and his sistor
wore takken to the gaol, and the witches held until they had dmwn blood of them, when the
afftictod were * nodninely delinered of their paina.” Bt the cure was not eectual, for no
sooner wers the witclies out of sight than the visitors “ fell agnine into thelr old trannces,

* Beo Hulchinson, p, 673 Wright il, 277 ; Seote, &o. Tntohinnon's work was published in 1714,



and were mors violontly tormented than before.” Wo can well bellave that thelr snfferings
ware extreme, for they ovidently disordered their senses. On returning home fn a coash
" thers appeared to their view a man aud & woman ryding both upon a blacke horse, &o,
Anory honing spyed them afarrve off, and noting many strange gpestures from them, sodainely
spake to them that were by, and (as it were prophetioally}) evyed out in those words, Thatb
gither they or their horsee should presontly misearry. And imedintely the horses foll downe
dond.” This is a striking illustration of the phavtasinm conjured up by the distempersd
Imnginations of persons who bolioved themselves possessad. Black and white horses, ne
everybody knows, have alwnys figured largely In connection with infornal matters. Witness
the wall-known * Dovil's Ride " of Seuthay +—

* An spotheowry, on s white hame,
Hods by on hin voouldon 3

And tha dewil thooght of his ol feiend
Donth in the Bevelation ! ™

The rect of the history of Agnes Browne and her daughtor ia short, Thoy waro arralgned
it the Assizes on the charge of producing the mischief wa have montioned, and further be-
witehing n child to donth. OFf the particulars of this last cnse agninst thooy wo are not in-
formed. They of coursa pleaded not guilty, and, in faot, “stood stiffely vpon their
innoconce ; bat this, ascording to the dootrine of the day, only showed that the devil had
hardened their hearts, Aftor condemuntion we are told, ' they were neuer heard to pray,”
nor is it likely they would, poor, iguornnt crentures as they were, after receiving this proof
of the wilful blindness and erualty of man, and apparently having no one, even in gaol, to lead
their minds to a knowledgoe of bottor things. ““In thin their daungorous and
resiolution, then, they dyed,”” The pamphlet containing these details closes with a eurious
parageaph, given to oxpluin the wood-eut on the title-page, nnd which we also planes at the
commancemsnt of this article. It is a8 follows : ** It was credibly reported that some fort-
night balore their apprehengion, this Agnea Brownes, one Katherine Gardiner, and one lone
Lucas, all birds of o wings, and all abyding in the towne of Gilsborough, did ride one night
ton place (not abous n mile off) eallod Ranensirop, all ypon a sowes backe, to geas ona
Motksor Rhoades, un old witeh that dwalt there, but before they eame to her house the old
witeh died, and in har last cnst orfed out that there were three of her old friends comming to
sea her, but they emae too late, howbeit shee would meete with them in adother place within
o month after.” A pig's back was s mothod of transport unknown to the witchernft of the
middle nges, The idea wans of & much mure practical turn than the old-Fashioned flight on
the bncks of osts. Of the latber the accompanying is a carieaturs, taken from the stalls
in Winchester Cathadral.,® The designer must cortainly have had an idoa that these
belidames led o jovial life.

Arthur Bill, of Rannds, who was the ouly man sentencod ob ihmhhlﬂr asaires, was
eonvicled upon similar evidence, The villagers entertained o suspicion that be had be-
witched one Martha Aspine, alias Jeames, to doath ; and, to obtain & decisive verdiot on

* Given in Wright's History of Csrioaiure, p. 130,



10

- his guilt or innoscenes, they put him, his father, and mother into the water. Thin was an

old and favonrite test. King James, in his “Demonclogie,” whioh iz gquoted in this
pamphlet, says witchas float on the water by the special appointment of God, in the same
‘way hs a dead carcnse gushes forth blood on the approsch of the murderer. Application
wia usnally made to n justios of the peace, and, on his order, the thumba and great toss of
the suspocted porson wors tled tegethar orcaswiss, a rops was fastensd round the body, and
the onds being held up by men standing on the opposite banks, the witeh waa thrown Iulo
the water, In this case all threo flonted, and they wers of course rogarded from that
moment as irrsolnimubly abandoned to the Bvil One. The son, bowever, waa thought to be
# the pripelpall actor in this tmgedy,” and applicalion was then made to 8ir Gihaert
Pickering, of Titchmarsh, for his commitment to prison. Tt Is highly probable, if not
abaolutely cortain, that thia wes the same Gilbert Pickoring who figured in the Warboya
ense ; and if so, he must by this time have obtalned some loeal reputation ar s witeh-
huntor.™

After young Bill's eommitmont, he naturally gont for his mothar to some and sea him
in prison. His aconsers immedintely said this arcss from n wish to close his fathor's mouth
through his mother's apanoy, as the two -were stated to be afrald lost ho ahould revenl thelr
dark doings. Soon afterwnrds the old man had s swelling in hia throat, whieh iz thna inter-
pretad by the nnnalist :—* They both isyned togethar, and bewitched n round ball info the
threont of hia father, where it continusd o groat whils, his father not bacing able to spanka
nword. Howheit the ball wan aftorwnrds bad ouk, and hizs father prooued thoe prinaipall
witnesso ngninst him.” The old woman, fesring for the fate of her son, and desperate nb
the susploions formed ngainst horself, committed auicide by cutbing her throat, and this
was of course squally at the inatipation of Ehe devil. It was sald that she conmited ber
apirit as to her deatiny before alie perpeteatod the dead : but, na ha could give her no better
eonsolation than that ehe shonld ba hanged, she “ foll n rmuing, erying oub that the irrevo.
cable judgment of her denth was ginen, and that shee was damned perpetnally, eursing and
banning the time wherein shos was borne.” TLefl alone in prison, and having the testimony
of hia mothar's violent death against him, the son became ntill more agonised in mind, and,
to clear himeelf, stoutly maintained hia innoconos agninst nll scomera. But this waa taken as
only greater proof of his obduracy. The writer of tho tract states that he still fearsd his
fathor's confession ; bat we have no oxplnnation beyond the words given above of the part
the old man took in mapport of the prosecution. The report was that the prisoner bad thres
spirits attendant vpon him, Cirissill, Ball, and Jack ; but no evidenes appears that the
father bad any knowledpe of tha doinms of thosa impa. Their names wers nob guite so
ploturesgue as some wa hoar of. Onpe witch, for innbanos, had twe familinrs, Vinegne Tom
and Sack and Sugar ; another four, James, Prick-om, Robin, and SBparrow ; & third had a
singlo attendant callod Elimanzor, which she fed with milk pottage, None of his sprites
were oot attending the prisoner Bill, but his historian does not the less bolieve in their
roality. After Iying in prison from the 20th of May il the 22nd of July following, he was
arraigned for Martha Aspine’s murder, and, likes the vest, pleadod not guilty. But ha was
couvicted by the jury ; “uppon the verdiot whoreof, his countenance changed, and ha
eried out that he had now found the law to haue n powsr abous justies, for thak it had
condsmned an innocenk." At the gallows he porsisted in tho same deoluration, and died
proolniming the injustice of his judges

Thoro is a dismal likene«s between all the casos tried in this terribla yoar. Agnoa
Brownae wos “of poor parentage and poorer edueation,” and Helen Jenkinson, the noxt on
the list, is desoribed with wnintentional pathos as having *liued many yearss poore,
wrotched, seorned, and forsuken of the world.” This was the sause of her bolng stuspackad
of “hawitching of cattle and other mischiefes ;" and of her baing brought bhafore Sir
Thomas Brooks, of * Okely,” for bowitohing a ohild to death, and by him being committed
to prison. The only clreumatancs of interest connocoted with the ropulsive story is thus
narratod :—* A little bafore her apprabonsion, ome Mistris Moulsho, of the sama towns,

* Gilbert Pickeeing, of Titchmardsh Grove, was the son of Jahn Pickering, who went to live in
the manar-honss thers abont the eommenoement of Queen Klizsbeth's reign. The fathor died in
1681, when the Warboys myniery was in process of development, and fhe son then beonme pos-
seabnd of the entntes. e wos wlorwards kaighted, und in 1005 distinguishad himaslf Iy his aotivity
in soarching for the Guy Fawkes conspirators, He died in 1618, » voar after the present syonts,

mﬁ:ﬁm ﬂmmh the parish iu 1690, bul e did not Hve st &t  Grove.—Sea
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(nfter she was so strongly suspected) petting her by a wyle into a plass connenient, would
noads luve hor searched, to see if thoy could find that insaneible marks which commouly
all witches hauo in some priuy place or othor of thelr bodies. And this Mistels Moulsho
was one of the chiofe that did scarch hor, and found ab the lnst thak which they sought for
to thelr gront nmazement : at that time this Mistris Moulaho had a bucke of alothes to ba
wisht out, The next morning the mayd, when shee camo to hang thom forth to dry, spyed
tha aloathes, but especially Mistris Moolshoas ampeke, to bo all bespotted with the pictures
of toadss, sunkes, nnd other ougly ereatures, whioh making hor agast, she went presently
and told her Mistris, who, looking on them, emild, saying nothing else but this; Heare are
find hobgobling indeed ¢ And booing n gentiewoman of a stout eourage, went immediately
to the honss of the sayd Holon Ienkinson, and with an angry countenancs told her of this
makter, threatning hor that if her linnen ware pot shortly cleered from those fouls spots,
she would acratoh out both her eyes: and so, not staying for any answere, wont homas, and
fonnd her linnen s white as it was at fiest.” Confession of & orimg which hod not basn
committed it was found impossible to elisit, a0 Helen Jonkinson stood in the eyos of the
multitude, lile her fellow-prisonoers, asun obdurate, impenitentsinner, parsevering to the last in
the statement that she wos guiltless, and having no sorrow on the soaffold but that which
ascompaniad the fears of death.

Thers is bt one more to complete this dark eatalogus, and of her deeds we have only
tho most meagre ontline. The powsr of tho annalist is consumed in venting strong
epithota upon her. ' Macy Barber, of Stanwicks,” he says, ““wns ons in whom the
licontiousnesss of her passions grew to beo bho master of her reason, and did so conquer in
her strength and power of all vertus, that shes foll to the apostasy of goodnasss, and beoame
dinertad, and abused voto most vildo actions, cloathing her desperate soule in the most
vgly habiliments that sither malice, enuy, or croalty esuld produes from the blindnesss of
ber degonorats and deuillish desires.” And so he goed on at somo length. The speoial
erlme with which she was charged was that of bawitching n man to death, though she had
the further reputation, as was usual in such enses, of having doune mischief to the cattla of
her noighbours. 8he was evidently n wrotehed old oubeast, **monstrous and hidecus both
in her life and actions.” Her commitment is dated tho 6th of this sames month of May, the
magistrats boing Bir Thomas Tresham. 1t sooms sho showed no more peuitenes in prison
than hor fallows, ** Ho," says the Inst sontence of our chroniele, “*without any conlession
or sontrition, like birds of a feather, they all held and hanged together for company, ab
Abington gallowss, hard by Northampton, tho two and twentith day of July last past.™
Whore this gallows stood we have not been ablo to dissovar. A centary later the executions
took plase on the north slde of the town, whora they were conblnued until within the
momary of persons now living. A fow lines bofore this it s incidentally mentioned thut
the prisonor was conveyed *““from the common gaole of Northampton to Northampton
Castla, where tha Assizos are vaually held.” In compiling a veport for the county magis-
trates rolating to proporty purchased fora gnol and house of correction, which was presented
in Fobruary Inat year, tho (Nork of the Poace {H. P. Markham, Esq.) has boon ab groat
paing to sscertain thoe prooise site of thoe * common gacle” in the 17th century. At this
anrly pariod, howavar, hie doas not find sufficient data for fixing ib, though he finds honse
proparty saquired in 1634, which was salmaquantly eonverted Inks a gacl and housa of
eorrestion, and which partly stood on the site of the present County Hall.*®

To return to our narrative. From the exprassion to whieh we have referred, and other
indieations, it is protty cartain that these five wrotched porsons were far from being the
only ones who suffersd here under the rigorous porsecutions of the time. Whather his

indignation was aroused by the sights ho had witnessed in his own town, or his reason wos
offondad by the truampary stories acceptsd as sufficient ground for a sentence of hanging,

* That this lstter prison was s tealy horeible plaos may be inferced from the aareative given in
s ourious old work ontitled—'* A Brief Account of the Sufferings of the Quakers,” published in
1860, Tn thet the aner of saven parsons is mentionsd, who died in the course of u fow months
from confinament in what was ealled the “low geol”” They waree chiofly villagers from Harding.
rtone, Bugbrooke, and other places, the ofenco alleged nguinst them being that of mot paying
tithis, This “low gaol™ was A dungeon W iy ugnpa balow the ﬂ'l.‘l'll].lld.,,," and it i3 aaid that I]:[‘H'r
mexn iy heea at one time, * snd in the night they had litlle air, being lookt down betimes, and o
kept elose antil the seventh hoor the next morning.” The wife of one of the prisoncrs also died
from a pestiferous diseaso contracted in this loathsome place,

o suln

.-.j?
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wa eannob say; but fn 1016, De. John Cobtn, an eminent physician of Northampton,
published a thoughtful work, decidedly in advance of his age, ontitled * The Trial of
Witchoraft.™® Our nccount of this work musk bo ioainly derived from Mr. Wright's
“t History of Sorcery.,"+ **Cotta did not dispute the existones of witches, bat he objsuted
to the evidenco whioh was received against thom; and the arguments he used to support his
suspiolons would, if followed ont, have led him much further than he would venturo then
to go. Cotin reqguires that the evidencs against persons noonsed of witehoraft should be of
n direct nnd practienl deseription. e recommended that, in all cases of wuppossd wiloh-
orafl or posseasion, skilful physisians should be employed to ascertaln if the patient might
not be suffering from s naturnl malady, aod he pointed oot the fallacy which nttended the
doctrine of witohes' marke. He showed how little faith could generally be placed in tha
confessions of the witches, both from the manner in whish thoy were obtained and the cha-
ractera of the individuals who made them. Ho exposad, in the same rational manner, the
uncertainty of such ghjectionabls modes of frying witches as swimming them in the
wabors, sovatohing, beating, pinching, or drawing blood from them. He objected also to
taking the supernataral revelations in those who were bewitched as evidonce ngainst thoso
who wore accousad of bewilehing them."” This was pot the first book written in the samao
rational stenin, for in 1584 Regrinnld Seot lsaued his * Discoverio of Witahoraft,” whish
asanils the popular superstition with maerpileas vigour, Dir. Colla’s work, however, wna muoh
too early to produce any appreciable eflect upon the multitude, who still howled and yellad

round n newly-fonnd sorceress, nnd offored up their thonlegivings at tho bloody shrine
whars shie was sacrificod.

Under the Commonwsaalth tho porsesution took its most violemt form, while it first began
to decline under the Protectornta. Matthow Hopkins, thoe celebrated witeh-finder, com-
moneod his career in 1645 ; and, in a defence of his conduct published thres years after-
wards, ho boasted that be had beon part agent in convieting about two hundred witohes in
Suffolle, Northamptonshire, Huntingdonshire, Bedfordshire, Norfolk, Cambridgeshire, sl
the Isle of Ely. Unfortunatoly for the cause, he was so successful mn to inmpive disgust;
and tha Independesuia shortly afterwards coming to influence in tho State, the witches,
howaver abundant and mischievous, bogan to moot with more lenient treatment.d One of
Hopkina's peouliar practices doserves montioning. As an improvement on any of the tewts
hitherto adopted, he resorted to the system of keeping the necused porson fasting snd in a
ntute of sleeplessness for four-and.twenty hours, sitting too during the whols time i an uneasy
posture, in & room set apart for the purposs. A hole having been made in the door of the
chamber, the vietim was earelully watched, to ses if she was approached by any of her
impa. At the ond of the time, whon ehe would be exhausted and confused from wanb of
rest, au sttempt was often made to extort confession, nnd sy rambling statemeont she might
muke waa eaught up na sufficlont for the purpose of eonvietion.

Glanvil has n queer tale about a bewitched family, living st Wolton, nonr Daventry.£
The prodigies parmated in conneation with them are said to have beon varitably soon in the
yoar 1658. A cortain Widow Stiff had two danghters, the younger of whom one day began
vomiting water, and continued daing so till she had bronght up thres gallons, “to the great
admiration™ of the spectators. Then she divorged to the dry goods line, and vomited n
vast quantity of stones aud coals. Some of tham weighed a quarter of a poond, and wers
s0 big that she could hardly get them out of her mouth. This process lnstod about a fort-
night ; and, while it continued, the articles of furniture in the bonse exhibited lively pro-
pensitiea. Flax would not burn on the fire : the bad-clothos sprang off the beds of their

own accord ; a aack of whent conld not be persunded to stand upright sfter the door of the
room had bosn shut upon it; the goods in tho hall wonld spin about when no ona wns

* The Triall of Witch-orafl, shewing the Trve and Hight Methode of the Discoucry : with o
Confutation of erroneons wayes. Ny John Cottn, Poetor in Phyaicke. Londun : Printed by George
Frralows for Bamvel Rand, and are to be solds st his shop neees Holburne-Bridgs, 1818, 4ia,

The following ia the title of the second odition :—Ths Infillible Tere snd Assvred ¥¥ilch: 0T,
the Becond Edition, of the Tryall of Witch.Craft. Bhevving the Right and Trve Methods of the
Disooveris : with s Confriatlon of Erroneovs Wales, carefvily Reviewed and more fully cleared and
Augmented. Hy Iohn Cofts, Dootor in Physicke. London: Printed for I L. for H, H., and ara
to be polde at the signe of the Grey-hound, in Pugls Church-yard, 1003, 4to.

Die. Ootts wae also the nuthor of several medical warks,

T Vol, ii, p, 140 tHrW.Bmtt'-I}mmnhn.p.Hﬂ § Boedneizmus Trinmphatuea, p, 203,
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looling ak thom ; mill was spilt by an unseen hand ; pellets of bread ware thrown about by
an undisoovarnble spirit ; nnd divers other tricks were played much more ammaing than
oredihla. ** At last,” says the lotbor containing the partiouinrs, ** somo that had been long -
suspectad for witches were exnmined, and one sent to gaol, where, it i said, she still plays
her pranks ; but that," it is ndded, *‘is of doubtful eredit.” The imprisoning, at leaat, had
tho effect of re-nssuring Widow Stiff, who heard or anw very little afterwarda.

The end of the century is momorahle for tho groat discouragement given to witah
prosgoutions by Chief Justice Holt, who had a large numhber of prisonors brought before
him on a clronit of nesizo in the east and sonth of Eagland, but who so directed the juries
that they wers all poquitted. The old trinl by swimming, howsver, continued, and instancea
oceurred in this and some adjoining connties of persons having besn drowned in submitiing
to the ordeal. Bub by far the most repulsive case of Impubted witcheraft of which we have
any record in this locality camse before the justices of assize in 1705, whon the popular
fooling was atill so strong that the prisonars ware nob only condemned, but woere first half
killod by bhanging, and thon, while their flosh was still quivering with life, wers burnt st the
etake. The facts would mppear incredible if they were not waell atiested. The prisoners
ware two women nnmed Ellinor Bhaw and Mary Philips, Lhe first born at Qolberstock and the
obber ut Qundle, n "“short mile” away. Like the mnjority of peopls arraigned on simiiae

they were both poor; and, though working up to tho time of womanhood ak
an honest ocooopation, they then foll into dissolute habite, and Shaw, at least, becams a
notoriously bad character. Ewvea the children of the nelghbourhood would peint at her
sooffingly, and greet her with opprobrious epithets. These constant insults ““aggravated
her passion to wach a degree (she being naturally of a cholleriek disposition) that she swore
she would be rovenged on her enomies, tho she pawn'd her soul for the purchese.” Her
intention was communieated to Phillipa, and, aa the old tract says, ** they resclved to go to
the devil togother for company ; buk out of a hellish kind of eivility he sav’'d them that
trouble at prosent ; for, understanding they wanted a chapman, he immediately waited
npon ‘sm to obtain his booty on Saturday, the 12th of Fabruary, 1704, about 12 o'clock at
night (according to their own confessions) appearing in tho shape of a black tall man, at
whose spproach they waro wery much startled at first ; bub, taking Elinor Shaw by the
band, o spoke thus : says he, Ba not afraid of me, for I am one of the oreation ns well as
your selves, having power given me to bestow it on whom I please ; and do nssure you that,
if you will pawn your souls to me for only o year and two mooths, I will for all that time
asaist you in whatever you desire ; upon which he produced a litlle piecoe of parchmant, on
which by thelr consents (having prick’t their finger onds) he wroto the infernal covenant in
thair own blood, which they signed with their own bands,” The compast wns further sealed
in n way which we can only distantly refer to, and the devil then pronounced them “‘aa
substantral witches ns any wero in the world, and said they had power, by the assistance of
the imps bo would send theom, to do what mischief thoy pleasad.” Thia was all quite in
negordnnco with the traditional ereed, the two unfortunntes being evidently well skilled in
tho foll-lore of their native places, The way in which this long string of fables was alicited
is sufficiontly indiontive of their value. Willinm Boss and Joho Bouthwel, constables of
Cundle, and witnesses against thom, said in their evidence that, having the prisopers in
charge, thay threatencd them with death if they would not confess, and promised to llut-
them po if they would ; then, snys the recond, *after some little whinelng and hanging
nbout one aunothers necks, they both made n confossion,” ineluding the above detnils. Ko
wonder if, under thesa cireumstances, they hatchod up a tale, which, alas! was more
than snffisient to ensure thom the peoalty they dreaded. At their trial, however, they
nltogether repudiated tho constables’ statement, It is added in the narrative from which wi
quote that they bogan their mischlavous work immediately on the oonoliusion of the barmain ;
in two dayn they had destroyod two horses and = child, and in nine months fifteen chilidren,
eight men, six women, forty hogs, n hundrod sheep, cightoen horses, and thirty cows.

In this case we have o much greater dovelopment of the traditional machinery of witeh.
oraft than in any other connected with Northamptonshire. A solemnly sworn compact with
the 2Z¢fl One in rarely met with in the prosaic sorcery of England atull, snd especially at this
Inte period. But the statemonts and reputed doligs of these two women, as wo bhave said,
wore quite en rigle with the most famous sort of damonology, though not going to the lengths
of Continental witehernft. Widow Poak, another witness, for itnstance, swears that, while
she with two other women were watching the prisoners at night after their apprebionsion,
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“{here appearod in the room a little white thing, about the bigness of a eat, which sat upon
Mary Phillip's lap, ot which time she heard har, thesaid Mary Phillips, say, then pointing to
Elinor Shaw, that she was the witeh that kill'd Mrs. Wise, by roasting her effiges in wax,
sticking it full of pinns, and till it was all wasted, and all this she affirm'd was done the
same night Mre. Wise dyed in a sad and languishing condition.” This reminds us at onee
of Hopkins's system and the charge against the Duchess of Gloucester. The imps and
other familinrs figured very largely, the prisoners hoing accused not only of having red, don,
and black imps sent to them, who * nightly sucked a large test,” but of sending olthers to
peraons whom they wished fo help in doing mischief. ** Another evidence,” for inl!:nn‘
““moda oath that being one day ot her house they told her she was a fool to live so
miserable as she did, and thersfore if she was willing they would send something that nighs
that would relisve her, and being an ignorant woman she consented, and ascordingly the
same night two little black things, almost like moles, came to her and sacked her, repeating
the same for two or three nights after, till she was almost frighted out of her sences,
insomuch that she was foreed to send for Mr. Danks, the minister, to pray by her several
nights bafors the said imps would leave her ; she also added that she heard the said prisoners
eny that they would be revenged on Mrs, Wise becanse she would not give them some
buttermillke.” Thia buttermilk bisiness was very humilinting for his Satanic Majesty's agenta
to have to do with, but it appears that the longer they lived in the world the more did the
dignity of their life descond. The popular belief waa that tho places sucked by the imps
became insensible to feeling, and honee tha test by pricking a suspected witch. Ellinor
Bhaw added that “if the imps were not constantly imploy'd to do mischief, they (the
witches) bad not their healths ; but when they were imploy'd they wore very healthful and
wall." This was precisely what Anne Leach, of Mistley, ono of Hopkine's viotims, had said
gixty years bofore.

Bome farther evidence was given in court to the offect that a boy taken with fits had
describod the prisoners as tho soures of the mischisf, though he had never bafors ssen
them ; and on some water being put into n stone bottls with pine and nesdles, and buried
under the hearth of the house, the prizoners made their appearance, and asked that the
bottle might be taken up, but their request wns not granted until they bad confessed their
complicity. The boy, however, was so0 “ violently handlod" the next night but one that he
died. These and the othor matters bhaving been solemnly sworn to, the judge gnve a
“"larned charge to the jury relating to every particular ciroumstanece,' and in spite of tholr
protestations they ware found guilty of * wilful murther and witcheraft,” and on tho next
day duly sentensed to death.

Buat the stories of their pranks do wot end here. Although thoy are eaid to have
“*made a howling and lnmentable noise” on henring the announcemont of their fate,
popular rumour gavo them credit for being * game" to tho lnst. While they were in prison
a Mr. Laxon and his wife one day had the curiosity to look through the prating, and they
rashly tnunted Shaw with having been left in the lurch by her infernal friend ; but the
words wers no sooner uttered than she was seen to mutter to herself for a minute or two,
and then Mre. Laxon’s clothes ‘suddenly took a turn townrds the sky, and she found herself
in a condition of which she would have the utmost horror. When the witch had enjoyed a
good langh, and called out that she had “proved hor lyer,” the babiliments returnsd to
their usual place. A similar trick was played on the keeper of the prison, who bad
threatoned them with irons. The strange and awful narrative of the execution we must
extract in full :——* They were so hardened in their wickednesa that they publicly boasbed
that their master (meaning the Devil) would not suffer them to bs exccutad, but they found
him lyer, for on Saturday morning, being the 17th inst., they were carried to the galiows on
the north side of the town, whither numerous erowd's of poopla wont to ses them dis, and
being come to the place of execution the minister repeated his former pious endeavours, to
bring them to o sence of their sins, but to as littla purpose as before : for instead of calling
on God for merey, nothing was heard from them but damning and cursing ; however, a little
baefors thay were ty'd up, at the request of the minister, Bllinor Bhaw confessed not only
the crimo for which she dyed, but openly declared before them all how she first became o
witeh, as did also Mary Phillips ; and being desired to say their prayers, they both set up a
vory loud Inughter, calling for the devil to come and help them in such a blasphemous
mauner &5 is pot fit to mention ; so that the sheriff, sesing their presumptious impenitence,
causod them to be executed with oll the oxpedition possible, even while they were cursing
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and raving ; and as they liv'd the devils true factors, so they resolutely dyed in his servico
to the torror of all people who were eye witnesses of their drendful and amasing exits. Sa
that being hang'd till thoy wers almost dead, the fire was put to the straw, figgots, and other
combustable matter till they wore burnt to ashes.” This modo of execution, utterly
rovolting as it was, seems to have been not uncommon at the period. A shosmaker named
John Rurde, of Byresham, was burnt in the stone pits eyond the North Gato for denying
transnbstantistion ; but this was in 1557, and cannot, therefore, be adduced as a purallol case.,
In 1631, however, Mre. Lucas, of Moultén, was burnt for poisoning her husband ; in 1645 a
woman suffored the same punishment near Qusen's Crosa for the same offence ; again in
1055, for tho vory same crime s woman was burnt at Boughton Green ; in 1715 Elizabeth
Tresisr was hung and then burnt on Northampton Heath ; and as lats as 1735 husband
poisoning led to the eimilar treatment of u woman nnmod Elisabeth Lawson. Of this last
cxecution we have o delailed scoount ina broadsids printed at the Mercury office. The
prisonss wae drawn in o sledge to the Heath, s place near the town on the Kettering road ;
“and after she was lifted oub of the aledge she privately requested nn attending officer
that she might be quite dead bafore the fire was lighted ; and being fixed to the stake, and
the rope about hor nock for some small time, she desired agnin to be dispateh’d, and
nucordingly the stool was drawn from under her, and the fire being lighted as directed, in
abaut two or thres hours she was entirely consumed.”® We rofrain from dwellisg further
upon thess repulsive particulars, but the system of punishment cannot but be regarded
s strange for the period at whioh it provailed,

Wo have spoken of the discoursgement given to proseoutions for witsheraft by the
Gxample of Chief Justice Holt. His sueccessor, Parker, put a check on the trial by water
by his declarntion st the Essox Summer Assizes, in 1712, that if it oceasioned the death of
the suspoctad witeh, all the parties concarned would be deemed guilty of wilful murder. In
spite of the lnw, however, there were casca in which it was appoesled to for the extisfaction
of ignorant and spiteful villagers. On the 30th of June, 17356, & poor shosmakaer, of Naseby,
named John Kinsman, was * conducted to & grent pond in Kelmarsh lordship, and under-
wenb the discipline of the ducking stool for being suspected as a wisard, and conspiring with
tho devil, Lis master, to prevent the luxy dairy woman's making good butter and chosse, &e."+
Upwards of & thousand spectators were present. To prove the criminality of the sccused,
cne Barwick, a apoctator, also got into the water, alloging that he would be certain to sink
bafore the wisard. The pity is that he didn't. 'Tho onnalist says it was stated that
“another dipping would have brought many of the undertakers of this politieal way of
trying wizzards and witches to have mado but an indifferent figure at the ensuing assizes."

What is here hinted at actunlly occurred only & fow years later. An old woman named
Osbarne, living at Tring, was suspected of bewitching n neighbour, named Butterfield,
Bocnisa during the rebellion of 1745 he had refusad a request of hers for buttermilk. To
solve his doubta he sent for & white (or harmless) witch from Northampton, who confirmed
Liin in his belief, and the ocobinge whore Mra, Osborpe lived was watched by rustios, armed
with pitehforks and staves, as o steurity against spirits. No nction would have been taken,
howerer, but that some speculators wanted to sttract a crowd together for tho sake of gnain,
and aecordingly gave notice at tho several market towns that thors would be a ducking of
witches at Longmarston, on the 22ad of April, 1751. A large number of persons -n-:lﬂﬂni_ﬂl.‘l
o that day, and after o vain attempt by the parish officers to keep Mrs. Osborne and her
husband out of their hiands they wers stripped, tiod up in orthodox fashion, and put into the
water. The old woman died from the effects of theo eruelty, and a chimney sweop named
Colley, who ¢specially distinguished himself by his brutality towards her, was afterwnrds
executed and hung in chains, This cutrage led to the final ropeal of James' celobrated
Aot against witcharadt.

But neither the risk of hanging nor the progress of enlightonment prevented oceasional
rocourse to this favourite test at oven Inter periods, The Nurthaspion Mercury of August
1, 1785, recoris tho fack that on * Thursday last a poor woman, named Sarnh Bradshaw, of

* To show that & burning actually took place in 1706, it may be important to mention that there
in an itom of vxpense entered in H;: Wﬂr:;m' accouty EEL Giles's parish ol the date, for
figgots bought fur ths purpose. Thers would hardly be s Decomity to mention the fact if the
wonrrenes of menings siter 1700 bad sot been called in question.

t Northamplon Mereury of the date,
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Mear's Ashby, in this county, who was nerused by some of her neighbours of baing & wilch,
in order to prove her innocence, submitted to the ignominy of being dipped,. when she
immadiately sunk to the bottom of the pond, which was deemed an incontestible proof that
she was no witch I Some sixty years ago an old woman named Wardoen lived in 3t Joln
streot, Wellingborongh, snd bore the reputation of being a witch. BSomo petty mischisf
happening, which was lnid to hor account, she was hauled down to what is now known as
HButlin's, but was then eallod Warren's Mill, where, in the pressnce of a crowd of persons,
sho was thrown foto the water, and it is snid she swam. How long she would have continuad
to float is doubtful, but her son Willinm, who was from home at tho time of her abduction,
on hearing that Lis mother had boen taken to be ducked for n witch, snid, * Witeh or devil,
she's my mother, and I'll have her,” and arrived at the Mill in time to save her. Bhe lived
some yoara after, but wos always looked upon as n veritable witch. Mr. Becke, in his
lecture, remarks that ““there are persons living in this town now who ean remembor having
goen o woman dueked in the river on tho charge of hoaving bewitched the botter in the
market.” The persons who administered the rite took good care, we presume, that nothing
sarious cama of it

Tho lnst execution in this neighbourhood for the employment of the blacikc arl would
thus appear to have becn in 1705, Mr. Sternberg, in his * Folk-lore," mentions another
execution on July 22, 1712, but this seems to be a mistake. @Gough, in his Cellaztion an
the Topography of Northamptonshire, refors to a track of the date 1712, delailing the
punishment of the offenders; similar to those we have so largely quoted from ; buk no soch
trnot is to ba found in the Bodleinn Library, and it isincredible that witches ware hnnged
both on the 22nd of July, 1612, and tha 22nd of July a century later.®

Hithorto the more tragical aspect of witcheraft has chisfly claimed our attention ; tuk &
volume might be writben on the lighter fanciss assoclated with the necromantic world, even
a8 revealed in our own local legends. That these are numerons encegh is evidenced by
Clare's ammusing lines, narrating how the old gossip sits by the hob, and—

** From her memory oft repents
Witohes' dread powers and fairy fosta
How one han oft beon koown fo prance
In pow-oriba, Hke o coach, to Franoee,
And ride on shesp-trays from the Told
A rase-hores speed to Borton-hold ;

To join the midnight mystery's rout;

« Where witches meel the yows about ¢
And how, when met with unswares,
They turn at onos to cate or hares,
And race along with hellish fight,

HNow here, now thers, now out of sight.,"

Btornberg has some highly interesting pages on the saporstitions of the Northampton-
shire pessantry. The profession of exercising o species of supernatural power, it
would appear, was not at all uncommon, since the method of acquiring ik, scoording
to popular belief, was very simple. ““The person desirous of becoming a witch
was to mit on the hob of the hearth, and, after cleaning ond paring her pails,
togive utterance to the words, ‘I wish I wes as far from God aa my cails are free from
dirt ;' whereupon the experimenter immaodiately bocomes possessed of powers which placo
at her mercy all thoss who have bad the misfortune to inecur her displensure.''+ Moreover,
the person bit or scratched by a witeh immediately becomes onme, The beliefs that witches
could easily tranaform themsolves into cata, foxes, and other animals, was vory common
here, ns in other places.  They were generally detocted by being maimed. A woodman
out working in the forest has his dinner overy day stolen by o cat. Exasperated sl the
continunl repetition of the theft, Lio lies in walt for the aggressor, and succeads in cutting

* Fromall ithe evidenoe we huvo before uas, the exeoution in 1706 would seem to hove been the Lot
for witchorenft, not only in Northanmptonshire bot in England, A Mrs. Hioks is said to have been
hung with her dsughter st Huntingden, in 1718; but in No. 120 of Noder and Qeeries (Und
series) good evidenoe s hrooght forward that the assertion is incorrect, One nrgurment sgainst i,
howerer, we have seen is of no valuo; that **had thore been such a trind and execution it is in-
crodible that Hutchinson shoull not have alluded to it,"

1 Biernberg's Glossary and Folk-Lore, p. 147,
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off her paw, when lo, on his return home, he finds his wife minus o bhand." On the Con-
tinent, these infernal agents were eredited with still larger powers, The accompanying out,
copied by Mr. Wright from a carving in Lyons Cathedral, shows n witch seated on a huaman
being, whom she has converted into a goat, and dangling a cat in his face so as to tenr him
with her elaws. The metamorphosis was effectod in thaese eases without any of the

" Tupde re xal dhdiera kal peke yhapos
which Circe found it necessary to uss ; and which, in Milton's words,
* The vissge guite transforms of hibn that drinks,
And the nplotions likenéas of o bensat
Fizea instend.™

Bomotimes the witch became o fox or hare.  * 0ld hantsmon still tell of the witoh of Wilby,
pud the famons ¢ chivvias' she used to lead the hounds.” Even a tree was now and then
solocted for the purpose, in a [xshion quite Ovidian.

The doctrine that witshes attended the periodica]l moetings known as their * ua.h'l:nt_lu"
seems not to have obtained any oxtensive currency in this county, though thore are im‘?;sunn
tions that it wns not entiraly unknown. The universal belief, where people wers familiar
with the complete canon of sorcery, was that at these midnight moetings tha ErIl_ﬂuu
himself appeared, generally in the form of a goat ; and the witches assemblod, having kissed
him {6 n very unseomly woy ond gone through some other rites, sat down to s splandid
foant, suddenly spread before them by infernal agency ; bub that i by nocident the name
of God should be montioned, tho whole scano of rovelry would instantly vaniah and all
become darkness and silence.  ** In the Northanmptonshire version, a young fellow lets him-
self to s farmer and his wife, who, from thelr nightly journeyings on calves, Lo quickly
dissovers to be witches. One night he Is roquired to attend them on ono of these un-
hallowed expoditions, the ohject of which is the stealing of a child, to ba used, probably, in
the midnight orglos,”® He nccompanies them, but, while passing throngh the .'r.u.:.ijghnla,
smitten with a sudden terror of remaining therein, he cjaculatos, * liod save us '1* An ex-
elnmntion which, as the peasants say, *‘ (jeunne he the sack, but saved tha babby.” Wa are
told the same story, with variations, of a man at Loches, anothor ab Lyons, a young girl at
Spolete, w countrymen of the Vouges, and of porsons figuring in the Basgue superstitions.

® Sternberg, p. 150,
+ Wright's Borcory aud Magic, i. capp. 15, 17,
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Tam O'Shanter, too,
“ Baw anunco sight !
Warlocks and witches in o dance ;
Hes ootillion brent new fene France,
But hornpipes, jigs, strathspeys, and reels,
Put life and mettle in thelr heals,
A winnook bunlker in the east,
There ant auld Nick in shape o' beast ;
A towszis tyke, black, grim, aod large,
To gie their music was his charge.
As Temmy glowr'd, amaged and curious,
The mirth sod fun grew fast and foriows."”

But his note of disenchantment is quite different from that of the medieval fablers.

¢ First aa coper, syne anither, -
Tams tint his rosson n' thegither, .
And roars out, * Weel done, Cotty-saric '
And in nn instant all was dack."

Yet, after all, the notion of witchoraft was no innocent and romantie superstition, no
solon of an eolegant mythology ; but, in its proper guise, altogether wulgar, repulsive,
bloody, and loathsome. Wo may laugh st the absurd creations of a rustic elf-lore, and wo
shall be charmed with the lightsome tricks of an Ariel ; but we can have no sympathy with
that dark and ferccious creed which took its rise in an atmosphers of suspicion, and found
its propar end ooly in the most revolting eruelty. That was for cemturies a blot on the
growing clvilization of this and neighbouring countries, a meaus of rovealing the weaknoss
of great minds, an incentive to perjury and the worst of offences, and an engine of perse-
emtion among thn most effective that sectarian hate could invent, Remnants of the superstition
still linger in nooks and corners of the land, and show, by the ignorance they foster and
the malignity they sometimes inspire, how really formidable it was when flourishing in
meridinn vigour,

[Aw Asrzpoovoawy Wizes, Froum DeEnns Bruna.]
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